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INTRODUCTION. 



W OTHING hath mote diftingmfhed the feign 
of his prefent Majefty, than the liberality with which 
he hath encouraged the ardour of nautical difcovery« 
— rAlthough the voyages of oth^ European nations 
have greatly increafed our knowledge of the globe, yet 
asrthefe were generally undertaken (fome late voyages 
of the French excepted) from views eithei; of am- 
bition or avarice, the improvement of fcience, and 
of geography, was but a fecondary confideration ; 
— rit is not, therefote, to be wondered that the fub* 
jeft ftill remained imperfeft, overclouded by doubt 
and uncertainty.— *To diflipate thefe clonds, to re- 
move exifting errors, and to render what was dubi- 
ous demonftrably clear, became highly interefting 
to almoft evefy nafion } and Europe, with eyes of 
admiration, beheld this important objed not only 
undertaken^ but to a furprizing degree executed, by 
tfie.%iritand abilities of Great Britain. 

-^c^ exploring untraverfed oceans, in fpite of 
ev^Pf danger that could menace, or difmay—- the diA 

covering 



vi INTRODDCTIOK. 

covering multitudes of iflands, and of pedple, whofer 
exiftence was not known before^ — and the fame of 
fixing the geography of the Southern World, were 
the noble fruits of this bold and hazardous enter- 
prize ; which will remain to fucceeding ages a mo- 
nument of the Zealand patronage of George the 
Thir0. 

Under fuch aufpices, and under fuch navigators 
as this bufineCs was confided to> with each ftperadded 
afliftance in the various fciences, what was there not 
to be h ped ? — And it certainly^ in no fmall degree, 
added to the fpirit of the undertaking, that fuch an 
unexampled character as Mr* (now Sir Joseph) 
Banks voluntarily accompanied Captain Cook.— 
As long as the hiftory of that time (hall exift, it will 
flamp the higheft honour on his name, to have, in 
the prime of youth, facrificed the blandifhments of 
a noble fortune, to hi§ ardour for information and 
fcience, without flirinking at the perils he might en- 
counter from untried feas, and coafts that had never ' 
been explored. — And it equally reflefts the higheft 
credit on his difcerning country ; who, emulous to 
acknowledge the debt (he owed his merit, feized the 
earliell opportunity, after his return, to make him 
Presidi:nt of the Royal Society; afituationthe 
noil honourable and diftinguifhed (he could offer a 
perfon of bis genius and purfuits ; where dill, with 
the fame ardour, he promotes her Fame, the zealous 
and liberal Patron of learning and of fcience. 

The 
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The relations of thefe feveral voyages having ex- 
cited a great fpirit of enquiry, and awakened an 
e^ger curiofity to every thing that can elucidate the 
hiftory of mankind, I flatter myfelf, that no apology 
is neceflary for my bringing forward the following 
Work, whofc Novelty and Authenticity will, I truft, 
infure it a favourable reception. 

The iflands which I am about to defer Ibe were 
not difcovercd in confequence of any premeditated 
defign ; the India packet, which Captain Wilson 
commanded, being in a tempeft wrecked on their 
coaft ; and it is folely to the benevolent charadter of 
their inhabitants, we owe the fafe return of our 
countrymen, that compofed the crew of the Ante- 
1.0PE ; — by the means of whom I am enabled to lay 
before the Public an account of this fingular people. 

Nothing can be more intereding to Man than 
the hiftory of Man. The navigators of the diflFer- 
ent ages have piclured to us our own fpecies in a 
variety of lights. — The manners of civilized nations 
bear a ftrong refemblance to each other ; it is the 
vices or virtues of individuals, that create any ge- 
neral diftindtion ; — whereas in countries, which 
fcience, or the gentler arts, have never reached, we 
obferve a wonderful difparity ; fome are found un- 
der that darknefs and abfolute barbarifm, from the 
iight of which humanity gladly turns afide ; — whilft 
others, unaided, unaHlfted, but by mere natural good 
fenfe, have not only emerged from this gloomy 

ihade, 
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fhade, but nearly attained that order, propriety, and 
good conduft, which conftitute the effence of real 
civilization,— 'It is by very flow degrees, and through 
long periods of intervening ages, that nations, now 
the mod poliflied, have arrived at their prefent ftate. 
—The mind of inquifitive man, tod eager after 
knowledge which his limited faculties- can never 
reach, often idly afks — Wherefore all thefe varied 
' gradations in hwnan exijlence I But his queftion wilt 
remain for erer unanfwered, and he muft content 
himfelf with being fatisfied that the ways of Provi- 
dence are conduced with unerring wifdom^ to an- 
fwer purpofes beyond mortal comprehenfion* — ^He 
will be far more wifely employed in feelings with be- 
coming gratitude, that he was not deftined himfelf 
to be an inhabitant of Terra del Fuego, or to 
add one to the number of the forlorn lavages of 
the Northern Pole. 

There is one quefHon, indeed, and a very impor- 
tant one, which poflibly may, at fome future period, 
be fucccfsfully inveftigated ; — how all the numerous 
iflands, lately difcovered, as well as the multitude of 
others, that are fcattered through various parts of the 
vaft ocean, were originally peopled ? — ^This fubjeft, 
which opens a wide field for conjefture to range 
over, hath already exercifed the abilities of the in- 
genious — and, if ever fatisfaftorily afcertained, can- 
not fail to throw many interefting lights on the hif- 
tory of mankind. 

The 
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The prefent account of the Pelew Iflands, I have 
already obferved, was offered to the Public under 
the double claim of Novelty and Authenticity. It i^ 
therefore incumbent on me to mention on what 
ground thefe claims are fupported. 

The iflands in queftion were probably firft noticed 
by fome of the Spaniards of the Philippines, and 
by them nsuned the Palos Islands ; the tall palm- 
trees, which grow there in great abundance, having 
at a didance the appearance of mafts of fhips *.— - 
That this was the origin of their name is rendered 
ftill more probable, as the Spaniards gave the fame 
appellation to all the numerous iflands of this Archi- 
pelago, the far greater part of which are now known 
by the name of the New Carolines. 

In the Lettres Edijiantes et Curieufes^ written by lh« 
ye/uit Mijionariesj may be found feveral letters, 
which, from their titles, feem to have a reference to, 
and which might be thought to relate to the clufter 
of iflands which are the fubjeft of the prefent Work j 
but whoever perufes them, with attention, will in- 
ftantly fee that they relate folely to the New Caro- 
i^iNES, which were difcovered about the year 1696, 
as may be feen by the letter of Father Paul Cl ain, 
dated from Manilla^ loth of June 1697 t* — -^^^ ^^en 
the accounts given by him of the New Carolines, 

* PaloSf in the Span't/h language, naiukaHy applied, denoting 
a mail* 

f Lettres ESficmte* et Cur'uufesy vol. i. page 1 (3. 

were 
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were not in confequence of any Spaniards having 
been there, but merely fuch as he had received from 
fome of their inhabitants, who, venturing too far to 
fca, had been driven by a ftormtoone of the Phi- 
MPPiNES. In confequence of this knowledge of the 
New Carolines, a fhip, called the Holy Trinity, 
was, in 1710*, fitted out at Manilla^ by order of 
Philip V. to carry two ^liffionaries, les Peres Du- 
EERON and CoRTiL, thither; who arrivi'ng off 
SoNsoROL, one of the Carolines, the two Miflio- 
naries would go on ihore in the chaloupe, to fix the 
Crofs, againft the opinion of Don Padilla, the 
Captain, who, as he could find no anchorage, diffuad- 
ed them ftrongly from the attempt. — As the veffel 
then, after cruizing about for feveral days, to 
wait their return, could riot, on account of the 
winds and currents, remain any longer on the ftation^ 
the reverend Fathers were never heard of more. 
Another veflfel was fent from the fame place, fome 
time after, to further the milTion, which it was fup- 
pofed the two former Jefuits had begun ; but it 
foundered at fea, and all on board perifhed |, except 
one Indian, who at laft got back to Manilla with 
the melancholy news. 

In 1721, another boat, belonging to one of the 
Carolines, with twenty-four people in it, was driven 
by force of winds to Guaiian, one of the Mari- 

* Lett res Edifiantes et Curieufes^ vol. xi. page 75. 
f Do, vol. XVI. page 368. 
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ANNE* I, as appears by the letter of Pjsre Jean 
Antoine Cantova, dated Aoanda, in March 
1722.— Thefe ftrangers being detained a confider- 
able time, Le Pere Cantova tells us,* that he eiu 
deavoured to acquire fome knowledge of their lan- 
guage, that he might the better inform himfelf of 
their country. 

In this letter, which contains fuller information 
than any of the others, he tells us, he underftood from 
the natives that this Archipelago was divided Into 
^ve provinces ; and that the Pelew Islands confti- 
tuted \\\t fifth province, or divifion ; but thefe ftran- 
gers, who gave htm this intelligence, faid, they had 
no communication with the people of this province, 
adding, that they were inhuman andfavage ; that both 
men and women were entirely naked^ and fed upon hu^ 
tfnan fiejh ; that the inhabitants of the Carolines 
looked on them with horror^ as the enemies of mankind^ 
and with whom they held it dangerous to have any in^ 
tercourfe. 

This is the only mention I find of the Pelew peo- 
ple, and a dreadful pifture it is of barbarous life ; 
but the natives of the Carolines evidently knew 
nothing of them, but that they exifted at a confider- 
able diftance from themfelves ; and probably the no- 
tion which they entertained, of their being cannibals, 

X 'Do', vol. xvili. page i88« 

prevented 
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prevented their ever having any communication with 
them *. 

To FouR-FT?THs of thcfe iflands, which acddent 
had now brought the Spaniards acquainted with, they 
foon gave the name of the New Carolines ; but 
as the MilFionaries, who had unqueftionably been 
well informed of the poverty and nakednefs of them, 
apprehended that they were never likely to become 
an objeft worthy of the attention of the Spanijh mo- 
narch, they were therefore, nearly from this period, 
neglefted ; and even to this day little more is known 
ofthern, than* that they occupy a certain fpace on 
the furface of the globe.— ^-But the Fifth divifion of 
them, far diftant from the reft, and inhabited by 
people who were branded with the imputation of 
being inhuman^ favage^ and enemies ef mankind, were, 
in confequence, never fince enquired after; auid^ 
though laid down in fome late charts, under their 
original Spanijh appellation of the Palos iflands, 
have continued till now in total obfcurity.— They 
have, it is true, been feen, at different times, by fhips 

* L€ Fere Cantova fays, that this aceount is conformable to 
the relation of Father Bernard Messia (probahly another Mif- 
fionary) ; but where t\i\9^ relation is to be found, I know not, hav- 
ing In v^in fearched for lU I therefore fuppofe it has not been 
publifhed, though poflibly may be preferved among the manufcript 
records of the Propaganda at Rome. — ^Wherever it be, it could 
only be coUefied from fuch vague evidence as Cantova's ; who 
was himfelf, a (hort time after, killed by the people of the Caro- 

making 
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making the Eq/iem palTage to and from China 
againft the monfoons ; yet no on^ appears to have ever 
landed there, or to have had waj intercourfe with the • 
inhabitants ; nor have they Iain in the track of any 
of the circumnavigators; Captain Cart£R£T, in 
his courfe) approached them the n^reft* 

From the above obfervations, and the great afto- 
niflmient which the natives of Pelew diicovered on 
feeing white people^ it feems beyond a doubt that the 
crew of the Antelope were the firll Europeans who 
had ever landed on thefe iilands ; and it feems equals 
ly certain, that their neareft neighbours in the adjoin* 
ing Archipelago knew nothing of them.— I therefore 
feel fome fatisfadion in being the inftrument of in^ 
troducing to the world a new people; — ^and a far grea^p 
ter one, in having the means in my power, of vindi- 
eating their injured charaders from the imputation 
of thofe favage manners which ignorance alone had 
afcribed to them; for I am confident that every 
Reader, when he has gone through the prefent ac- 
count of them with attention, will be convinced that 
thefe luiknown natives of Pelew, fo far from dif^ 
gracing^ live an ornament to human natue. 

TTie part I have taken in this Work originated from 
my knowledge of Captain Wilson's veracity, and 
from my being higWy interefted with the account he 
gave of the inhabitants of thefe iilands, which was fo 
happily illuftrated by the good fenfe and amiable 
manners of the young Prince Lee Boo, whom, at the 

King 
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King his father's requeft, he had brought viiih hini 
to England. 

I frequently mentioned to my valuable friend, Mn 
Brooke Watson, Cthrough whom I had firft beea 
acquainted with Captain Wilson) that I thought the 
whole chain of events, following the lofs of the An- 
telope, well merited the public eye, wilhing him to 
fiibmit the matter to his friend's confideration ; — 
but, after three quarters of a year, I perceived that 
the Captain's own affairs, his natural diffidence, and 
probably his inexperience in preparing properly fuch 
a worl^, r£:ndered him little difpofed to the undertak- 
ing—rand, as he was then preparing to go out ag^in 
to India, the account was in danger of being totally 
loft. 

Struck as I was with the relation of the virtues and 
charafter of the natives of thefe iflands — ^fenfible how 
foon oral teftimony is beyond recovery, and the re- 
cords of memory effaced by the events or cafualties 
of life — ^I felt anxious to r^fcue fhefe difcoveries from 
Hiding into oblivion, and to pr^ferve them to the 
cyriofity and information of the Public ; I therefore 
engaged a volunteer in the bufinefs, propofipg to 
Mr. Watson, that, if his friend Captain Wilson 
>vould give me his journals and papers, and procure 
me all the living teftimonies then in Enoland, 
I would myfelf undertake the work }— on this con- 
dition, that the labour (hould be n^iue, the advan- 
tage C;aptain Wilson'?, 

After 
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After I had, with great attention, gone over all the 
journals and papers, and tranfcribed them, the bet- 
ter to fix them in my memory, and to direft my 
future enquiries, I had the benefit of a* reference, 
both to Captain Wilson and his fon, during their 
ftav in England, for what further or fuller infor- 
mation I required ; and, after the Captain's depar- 
ture, I had alfo, in the beginning of 1786, whilft 
the fads were recent, the affiftance and information 
of fuch of his officers as remained in this country ; 
who, for many weeks, were fo good as to devote 
themfelves, as it individually fuiled them, to this 
bufmefs. The tranfaclions of every day, as record- 
ed in the journals, were minutely gone through ; and 
it was a great pleafure to me, in taking their fepa- 
rate relations, to find no material difference in their 
accounts of fafts or occurrences, but, on the con- 
trary, the moft perfefl: agreement. Thus, enlarged 
by the additions of the Gentlemen fwho were them- 
felves in fome fcenes the fole aSors j the Work, for 
a year and a half, lay dormant, waiting Captain Wil- 
iiON's return from Bengal, who a'rrived the latter 
end of laft fummer : fince that time every part of 
it hath been revifed, and gone over, with the moft 
fcrupulous exaftnefs and attention ; and I am myfelf 
firmly perfuaded, no work of this nature was ever 
prefented to the Public, in every refneft better 
authenticated. 

I fliouU 
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I fliould not have thought it neceffary to have mea* 
tioned the manner in which I have conduced this 
publication, had I not been aware of there being 
fcenes and iituations in it which might ftartle many 
of my readers ; but, as the truth of them can be 
fiilly eftablifh^, they will ferve to prove that good 
fenfe, and moral reditude, may exifl in many unci- 
vilized regions, where the prejudices and arrogance 
of poliflxed life are nojt always difpofed to ^dmit 
them* 

ITiofe who are acquainted with the voyages to the 
South Seas, muft h^ve remarked a great fimili- 
tude in the manners of the iflands fcattered over that 
immenfe ocean; at the fame time it cannot have 
efcaped their notice, that there are cuftoms and cha?- 
raders peculiar to almoft every particular group.— 
The fame obfervation is applicable to the inhabitants 
of the Pelew Islands ; who, though in many re- 
fpeds refembling their Southern neighbours, muft be 
allowed tp have many charaderiftical features of 
their pwn — ^which an intelligent reader will eafily 
difcover. 

As there was a draughtfman on board the 
Antelope, befides two or three young men ac- 
quainted with drawing, a faithful portrait of the 
JCingofPELEw, and one of his wives, together with 
fome pifturefque views of the country, were by 
their means obtained.— rCaptain Wilson was pre- 
fentcd, before he left the iflands, y/ith many of their 

lyeappns 
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weapons and utenfils, frpm which the plateit contain- 
ed in this Work have been accurately engraved.— 
And I am happy to have it in my power to add to 
thefe the portrait of Prince Lee Boo, drawn by my 
Daughter, and which, though done from memory, 
fifteen months after bis death, is acknowledged to be 
a very ftriking likenefs by every one who knew him. 
To the late difcoveries, which have fo greatly in- 
creafed our knowledge of the globe, and of the 
human race, if the little cluiler of iflands I am now 
unveiling to the world (which may truly be regard- 
ed as a rich jewel, fparkling on the bofora of the 
ocean) (hall be deemed by the Public an interefting 
acquifition. Captain Wilson will not have been 
fliipwrecked in vain ; and I fhall ever think that the 
time T have bellowed on this Work hath been ufc- 
fully employed. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Departure of the Antelope from M^co^L^-^Ltjl of the 
Sbip^s Company. "^Route and Tranfadions prior to 
the Lofs of the VeJeL 

1 HE Antelope^ a packet of near 300 tons bur- ,^3,^ 
.then, in the fervice of the Honourable Englijh Eaji J"°^ 
India Company, under the Command of Captain 
Henry Wilfon^ having arrived at Macoa in the month 
of June 1783, the Captain received orders from the 
Company's fupracargoes to refit his (hip with all 
poffible fpeed ; which being compleated, on Sunday 
the 2ot^ of July, about eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, he received his difpatches, and the Ihip being Sunday 
ready for fea, he took leave of the Council ; and ^°* 
about half paft three o'clock went on board, accom- 
panied by Meflrs. Bro'u^n^ Lane^ Bruce^ and Peachy 

as 
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17^3* as alfo Mr. Morgan j furgeon ; and after the Captain 
^* had paid the lixieen Chlnefe men (with which they 
had been allowed to augment their Clip's company^ 
the advance-money ufual on thefe occafions, they 
weighed anchor, and tlieir friends went on Ihore, 
whom they fainted at going away with nine guns. 
The weather becoming unfettled and hazy, at nine 
o'clock in the evening they anchored in 7 fathom 
Water. And as in the courfc of this narrative we 
(hall find the (hip's company at times colle£l:iveIy 
and feparately engaged, it will not be improper in 
the outfet to mention the names of the Europeans 
who were in tlie Antelope^ with their particular dif- 
tin6Uon and fituation qu board. 

Namcs^ Stations. 

Henry Wilson - - - - Commander. 

Philip Bencer* - - - Chief Mate. 

Pjlter Barker - - - - Second Mate. 

JowN Cummin - - - - Third Mate 

John Sharp - - - .r - Sur-'con. 

Arthur William Devis - Pafronfrcr. 

jo!iN Blanch - - - - - Gimier. 

WiLiiAM Harvey - - - Boatfwain. 

J'>iiN Polkinghorn - - - Carpcnt'-T. 

"John Meale ----- Cooper and Steward. 

Richard Jenkins - - - Carpenter's Mate. 

James Swift • - - - Cook. 

E-ichard Sharp - - ^ MUriiipman, 

1I»j:nry Wilson, Junior ^ - Do. fon to the Captain. 

♦ llic names thus marked, ai:e the or.ly men at this time 

kjown with ccrtp.inty to be dead. 

John 
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Names. 

John Wedgcbrough « 
Robert White 

Albert Pierson - - 
GoDFRY Minks * - - 
Thomas Dulton - . 
John Cooper - - - 
William Roberts - 
James Duncan - - - 

Mathias Wilson - - 

Nicholas Tyacke - - 
James Bluitt - - - 
Thomas Wilson * - - 
William TStewart 
Madan Blanchard 
Thomas Whitfield - 
William Cobbledick 
Zachariah Allen - 
Thomas Castles - - 
Dedrick Windler - 

Thomas Rose • - - 



Stations. 

"Two youths from Chrift's 
Hofpital, apprentices, 
and a£ting as nnidfhip- 
men. 

- Quarter Maftcr. 

- Ditto. 
Captain's Steward, 
Seaman. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

CDitto, brother to the 
^ Captain. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 
• - Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

r Lingulft, a native of Be tj- 
" •; GAt, calling himfelf 
(^ a Portuguefe, 



1783- 
July. 



At five o^clock in the morning they again weigh- Monday 

2 1 
ed anchor, and fet fail, having a fine breeze from the 

E. N. E. and between fix and feven o'clock their 

pilot left them. About nine o'clock, being got to 

fome difliance from the land, they met with a very 

C high 
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1783. high fea, which obliged them to- lay to, in order to 

Tiilv 

fecure their cattle, and other live flock, as alfo 
their anchors, cables, and harbour-rigging. About 
eleven o'clock they made fail again, and by a very 
good cbfcrvation, at noon, were in latitude ai** 28/ 
north ; at the fame time could joft fee the land bear- 
ing north, at the diftance of about eleven leagues, 
as near as they could judge, the weather being ra- 
ther hazy. In the afternoon the lafliings of the 
booms broke, and they fell to leeward, which oblig* 
cd them to keep the fliip before the wind until they 
were replaced and fecured, which having doae, they 
refumed their courfe. In the evening, they obferv- 
ing it to lighten very ftrongly from the fouthward, 
they clofe reefed their top-fails, expedrng it to blow 
from that quarter. 
Tuefday Next day the weather continued moderate but 
cloudy ; and they had a great fea from the eaftward, 
which made the fbip labour, fo as to oblige them to 
pump every two hours. The boatfwain and carpen- 
ter were both taken ill in the night with a cold and 
a flicrht fever. In the afternoon a fail w^as feen to 
the S. K. which they took to be a Poriuguefe veflel 
bound to Miicoa. The wind veered round to the 
fouthwavJ this day ; no obfervation of latitude. 
Wc'lntf- The wind foutherly, with cloudy weather and 
*^^y 23. {QrnQ jjght fqualls and rain. They noticed this fore- 
noon feveral ripplings in the water, as if in a tide or 
current j the fea was fomewhat fallen, and the fliip 

made 
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made Ids water. No obfervation of latitude this iT^s- 
day, the fun being in their zenith. 

The weather was very fqualty, with rain and a Thurfday 
great fwelL The boatfwain and carpenter were *^ 
much recovered, fo as to be able to go about their 
duty, in fecuring the ports and preparing the Ihip 
for bad weather. By an indifferent obfervation at 
noon, they found themfelves in latitude ig'*2g' north. 

The weather continued very dark and cloudy, Friday 
with thunder, lightning, and hard rain, fo that the *^' 
Hup was in a manner deluged, and every one wet 
and uncomfortable. About three o'clock in the 
afternoon they faw the appearance of land from the 
deck, being the Bajhee Iflands, bearing from S. E. 
to E. N. E. At fix o'clock the northermofl Ifland 
bore N. E. by E. At night the weather being but 
indifferent and hazy, fo that they could not keep 
fight of the land, they fliortened fail and lay to till 
the morning. 

When at day-break they again faw the land to Saturday 
leeward of them, being the fame they had feen the *^' 
night before ; from this circumftance they concluded 
there was no current ; and as foon as the light open- 
ed a little more upon them, they made fail and bore 
away before the wind, to go round the northermoft 
iiland, which they did at about four or five miles 
diftance. The weather being hazy when they firft 
faw the land, they had but a very imperfeft view of 
the iflands. The firft appeared to be long and tole- 

C 2 ^ rably 
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'7^3- rably even. The fecond was likewife long, of a 

July. -* , , 

pretty equal height, except in two or three places^ 
where it feemed to rife into hills : near the middle 
of it was one very remarkable, from it» beii^ ia 
ftape like a China or Tartar woman's hat. The 
third ifiand (hewed like two rugged-topped moun- 
tains, joined together by low land. ITie fourth wa& 
a high, large, doubte-peaked rock, appearing to 
have little foil or wood upon it. The fifth was very 
high and uneven, devoid of wood, except a few 
green bufhes towards its fommit. There were no 
figns of inhabitants upofk any of thefejflands, and 
the weather being fqually, our people foon loft fight 
of them ; at noon they were in latitude 2 1'' 14' north, 
by obfervation, when, having run about fifteen leagues 
to the eaftward of the iflands, ihey hauled up more 
to the fouthward, in hopes to get into fraoother 
water, and better weather than they had hitherto 
met with fince leaving Macoa. Soon after nodn, 
the man at the maft-head difcovered th* foretop-maft 
to be fprung ; they hnmediately took in the fails, and 
got down the topgallant-maft, and prepared to get 
down the top-maft, but were obliged to defift on ac- 

Smiiluy count of the weather, until the morning, when it 

'* proving fair, with tolerable fmooth water, all hands 

'went bufily to work to get up a new fore-top-maft, 

and to dry and air the fhip, as alfo to fecure what 

cattle and flock remained, much having periflied in 

rs'oiulay t^he rains and bad weather. The next morning alfo 

bemg 
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being fi&e and fair ; tihis opportunity was embraced 17^3- 
to open the ports, and wafli and cleanfe the fhip 
below, as well as to overhaul and clean their fmall 
arms, and give the officers inftruftions for the 
voyage. In the evening there was very hard rain, 
with variable winds. 

But the fucceeding day, the wind being favour- Tuefday 
able, gave them an opportunity of examining and 
drying fbme of their provifion, particularly fome 
Cbinefe hams and dry fifli, which oonftituted part of 
their vidualling, and had got damp in the •exceflive 
rains. They faw a great quantity of fifh fwimming 
about the ibip, b^t eould not catch any, as they 
would not take the baits. No rains during the lait 
twenty.four hours, but the next morning the wea- ,y ^^ . 
ther became overcaft and they were again vifited day 10. 
with rain iu the evening, which continued very hard Th^rf j^y 
all night and the fitcceeding day, with variable 3^* 
winds, fo that they made very litde progrefs on 
their voyage. The next morning was more mode- A"^**^ 
rate, and towards noon the weather cleared up and 
they got an obfervatiojti, by which they found their 
latitude was iS" 25' north. In the afternoon it fell 
calm, which gave them the means of trying the cur- 
rent, which they found to fet to the E. N. E. at the 
rate of half a mile an hour. In the evening Captain 
Wilfon exercifed fome of the Cbinefe men with row- 
ing in the jolly-boat for an hour or two, to teach 
them to ufe an oar when needful. The following ^^^"J'f^y 

day 
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1783. day being fair, and the wind moderate, all were 

^ ' again employed in clearing and cleaning the (hip and 

ietting up the rigging. In the afternoon they toad 

an obfervation for the longitude, by the diftance of 

the fun and moon, by which they found themfelves 

in 1 26 degrees and a half eaft of Greenwich. The 

Sundays. fQH^^j^g morning being alfo fair, divine fervice was 

performed upon deck; a ceremony nevec omitted 

on Sundays when the weather would allow of it. In 

the afternoon they got another obfervation for the 

longitude, which confirmed that taken the preced- 

Monday ing day. At night they met with frefli gales of 

^ wind, fqually weather, and much rain, which con- 

*r ucfday tinned mod part of the next day ; towards the even- 

^' ing of which they faw numbers of birds and fifli, 

likewife fome drifts of pieces of wood or bamboo, 

they therefore altered their courfe more to the fouth- 

ward, and went under an eafy fail, keeping a good 

Wcdncf. ^^^^ ^^^* ^^^^1 morning, when it being very tempef- 
^7^* tuous they brought to, and handed their topfails, 
which before had been clofe reeft. The weather 
continuing to blow a ftorm, they could Ihow but very 
little fail, being obliged to lay to under the ftorm 
ftay-fails, which continued till near noon on the 
Thorfday 7th ; the ftorm then abating, and the weather clear- 
^* ing up, they got an obfervation for the latitude, by 
which they found themfelves in 10** 16' north. The 
afternoon the wind was foutherly, with frefli gales, 
Friday t. but dry, fo that they were able the following morn- 
ing 
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ing to clean between decks, and alfo to fumigate the 17^3- 
fliip with gunpowder. The cattle, had all periflied 
in the laft ftorm, except one bulbck ; the (he-goat 
alfo, having kidded in this bad weather, died toge- 
ther with her young. In the afternoon the weather 
became more moderate, fo that thev were able to 
make fail and to proceed on their voyage; and the 
next day the weather was lb fine they were enabled (Saturday 
to open their ports to air and dry the (hip below, as ^' 
alfo again to examine their provifions and (lores, 
and get eyery thing into order. They were now 
proceeding cheerfully on iheir voyage, fondly flat- 
tering themfelves the adverfe weather, and the anxie- 
ties it had awakened, were all at an end, when they 
were fuddenly overwhelmed with thofe misfortunes 
nrluch are reUted in the following narrative- 



CHAPTER 
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Lofs of the Antelope, and the immediate Dljirejfes 

ariftng from the Accident. 

Sunday 'T^ 

^^* 1 HE wind having frefliened after midnight, the 
Iky became overcaft, with much lightning, thunder, 
and rain. The chief mate having the watch upon 
deck, had lowered the top-fails, and was going to reef 
them with the people upon duty, not thinking it 
neceffary to call the hands out or acquaint the Cap- 
tain, who had only quitted the deck at twelve o'clock ; 
.Mr. Benger judging from the thunder that the wea- 
ther would break and clear up, and only prove a 
flight fquall. The people being upon the yards reef- 
ing the fails, the man whp was on the look-out called 
Breakers ! yet fo fhort was the notice, that the call of 
Breakers hadfcarce reached (he officer upon deck be- 
fore the fhip ftruck. The horror and difmay this 
unhappy event threw every body into was dreadful ; 
the Captain^ and all thofe who were below in their 
beds, fprang upon the deck in an inftant, anxious to 
know the caufe of this fudden Ihock to the fliip, and 
the confufion above ; a moment convinced them of 
their diftrefled fituation ; the breakers along-fide, 
through which the rocks made their appearance, pre- 

fented 
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fented the mofl: dreadful fcene, and left no room for 1783- 
doubt* The (hip taking a heel, in lefe than an hour 
filled with water as high as the lower deck hatch- 
ways 5 during this tremendous interval, the people 
thronged round the Captain, and earneftly requefted 
to be direfted what to do, befeeching him to give or- 
ders and they would immediately e^cecute them.— . 
Orders were in confequence inftantly given to fecure 
the gunpowder, ammunition, and fmall arms, and 
that the br^ad, and fuch other provifion as would 
fpoil by wet, fhould be brought upon deck and fe- 
cured by fome covering from the rain ; while others 
were direded to cut away the mizen-maft, the main 
and foretop-maft, and lower yards, to eafe the (hip 
and prevent her overfetting, of which they thought 
there was fome hazard, and that every thing* fhould 
be done to preferve her as long as poflible (the fails 
having all been clewed up as foon as the (hip flruckj. 
The boats were hoifted out, and filled with provifion 
and water, together with a compafs in each, fome 
fmall arms, and ammunition ; and two men were 
placed in each boat, with direftions to keep them un- 
der the lee of the fliip, and be careful they were not 
ftaved, and to be ready to receive their fliip-mates in 
cafe the veflel (hould break to pieces by the dafliing of 
the waves and the violence of the wind, it then blow- 
ing a ftorm, / Every thing that could be thought ex- 
pedient in fo diftrefsful and trying an occafion was 
executed with a readinefs and obedience hardly ever 

exceeded 
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1783. exceeded. The people all now aflemblcd, aft, the 
"^" * quarter-deck lying highcft out of the water, the 
quarter-boards afforded fome little ftielter from the 
fea and rain ; here, after contemplating a few mo- 
ments their wretched fituation, the Captain endea- 
voured to revive their drooping fpirits, which began 
to fink through anxiety and fatigue, by reminding 
them that fhipwreck was a misfortune to which thofe 
who navigated the ocean were always liable ; that 
theirs indeed was more difficult, from happening in 
an unknown and unfrequented fea, but that this con- 
fideration {hould roufc their mod aftive attention, as 
much muft depend on themfelves to be extricated 
from their diftrefs j that when thefe misfortunes hap- 
pened, they were often rendered more dreadful than 
they otherwife would be by the defpair and difagree- 
ment of the crew ; to avoid which, it was ftrongly 
recommended to every individual not to drink any 
fpirituous liquor. A ready confent was given to this 
advice ; and, they being all wet and fatigued with 
exceffive labour, it was thought advifeable to take 
fome refreftiment, which to each perfon was a glafs 
cf wine and fome bifcuit ; after eating, a fecond glafs 
of wine was given them, and they now waited with 
the utmoft anxiety the return of day, in hope of 
feeing land, for as yet they had not difcovered any ; 
the third mate and one of the quarter*mafters only, 
in the momentary interval of a dreadful flafli of 
lightning, imagined tbey had feen the appearance of 

land 
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land ahead of the (hip. During thefe anxious mo« 17^3* 

^ Auguft. 

ments, they endeavoured to confole and cheer one 

another, and each was advifed to clothe and prepare 
himfelf to quit the (hip when neceflity ihould make 
that ilep inevitable ; and herein the utmod good or« 
der and regularity was obferved, not a man offering 
to take any thing but what truly beloi^ed to himfelf, 
nor did any one of them either alk for, or attempt to 
take a dram, or complain of negligence or mifcon*^ 
dnGt againft the watch or any particular perfon. 
The dawn of day difcovered to their view a fmall 
iiland to the fouthward, about three or four leagues 
diftant, and foon after fome other iilands were feen 
to the eaftward. They now felt apprehenfive on ac- 
count of the inhabitants, of whofe difpofitions they 
were ftrangers j however, after manning the boats, 
and loading them in the bed manner they could for 
the general good, they departed from the fhip under 
the care of Mr. Benger, who, tpgether with the peo- 
ple in them, were eameftly requefted to endeavour 
to obtain a friendly intercourfe with the inhabitant$ 
if they found any, and carefully to avoid any difs^- 
greemenc unlefs reduced to the lad neceffity, as the 
fate of all might depend upon the firfl: interview* 
As foon as the boats were gone, thofe who remained 
went immediately to work to get the booms over- 
board, in order to make a raft to fecure chemfelves, 
as the Antelope was hourly expeded to go to pieces, 
and the utmoft difquietude was entertained for the 

fafety 
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} 7^3* fafety of the boats, not only on account of the natives^ 
but alfo of the weather, it continuing to blow very 
hard. — But in the afternoon they perceived with 
inexpreflible joy the boats coming off; a fight the 
more welcome, a« they were fearful from their long 
ftay, they might have met with fome dilafter, either 
from the inhabitants, or the ftorm ; they were how- 
ever happily relieved from this anxiety by their get- 
ring fafe to the fhip nbout four o'clock, having left 
the ftores and five men on fliore, Tlaey brought the 
welcome news that ttiere was no appearance of inha- 
bitants on the ifland where they had landed ; that 
they had found a fecure harbour well (heltered from 
the weather, , and alfo fome frefli water. Every one 
now purfued their labour with renovated fpirits to 
complete the raft, which was in great forwardnefs 
when the boats returned ; this being completed, they 
took a fecond refreftiment of bread and wine, each 
individual having ftridly conformed to the promifc 
made to Captain ff 7^3;?, not to drink any ftrong liquor. 
We mud not omit here mentioning a melancholy 
accident which happefied among the events of this 
difartrous morning ; foon after day-break the mizen- 
maft being found near the Ihip's ftern, and fome of 
the rigging entangled in the mizen-chains, Godfry 
Minks went to cut it adrift, in doing which he un- 
fortunately flipped and fell overboard, and although 
the boats, which were not then gone, went inftantly 
to his ailiftancc, lie was unfortunately drowned, ow- 
ing, 
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« 

ing, as was fuppofed, to having encumbered himfelf 1783 
with too many clothes, when he prepared himfdf, 
as before related, to be ready to quit the fliip. 

The raft being now completed, was loaded with 
as much provifion and (lores as it could carry, con- 
fidently with the fafety of the people who were to 
go on it. The pinnace and jolly-boat were likewife . 
filled with provifion, ammunition, , and fmall arms, 
in which was placed their greateft fecurity. ITie 
people being ftill anxioufly employed in faving what- 
ever they could, and the fliip beginning to have a 
little motion from the rifing of the tide, there was 
great apprehenfion that the main-mad would fall 
over the fide, in which cafe it muft have dropt on the 
raft, and dedroyed it, and have rendered all their la- 
bours fruitlefs. The raft and pinnace being ready 
to depart, and the evening advancing, the bbatfwain 
was defired to go into the diip, and to wind his call, 
in order to alarm thofe who were bufily employed 
below (and whom Captain Wil/on had repeatedly en- 
treated to defid) to go into the boats and raft, that 
they might endeavour to get on fliore before night, 
and fecure what they had already got out of the fliip. 
And here it may be worth noticing, the great care 
and attention of the carpenter, who was fo intent on 
faving what tools and dorcs he could, that he re- 
mained below after the pinnace and raft were de- 
parted, and Captain Wilfon was obliged to compel 
him to go into the jolly-boat, fo anxious was he to 

provide 
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aJ^i^ provide and take with him whatever he thought 
might contribute to their future relief. 

Thus with aching hearts, and deep melancholy, 
they quitted the Antelope^ totally ignorant of their 
future deftiny. The pinnace, with fome of the 
ftouteft of the fliip's crew, took the raft in tow ; the 
jolly-boat alfo affifted, by towing the pinnace till they 
had cleared the reef; after which, being too heavily 
laden to be of much further aid, thofe in the pinnace 
call loofe their rope, and the jolly-boat proceeded 
alone to the (hore, where they arrived about eight 
o'clock at night, and found their companions wha 
had been left in the morning. Thefe few men had 
not been idle, or unmindful of their fellow-fufferers ; 
having employed themfelves in clearing away a fpot 
of ground, and had erefted a fmall tent with a fail, 
in readinefs for their reception. The fituation both 
of thofe on the raft, as well as thofe in the pinnace, 
was truly dreadful till they had cleared the reef 
(which v»as more than half an hour^ ; by the great 
furf and fpray of the fea, the pinnace and raft were 
often out of fight of each other ; thofe on the latter 
were obliged to tie themfelves, and cling to it with 
all their ftrength, to prevent being waflied off; and 
the fhrieks of the Chinefe^ lels inured to the perils of 
'4.n element they were then conflifting with, did not 
' a little aggravate the horror of the fcene. 

Having cleared the reef, and got into the channel 
which flows between that and the iflands, they found 

themfelves 
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themfelves in deep water, and a lefs difturbed fea ; '783- 
they hoiiled the fails of the pinnace, and got on ; 
but as they approached the land, perceiving a ftrong 
current, which fet them much to leeward of theifland 
where they had left the ftores and people in the morn- 
ing, they dropped their fails and rowed. They found 
the current ftill much ftronger as they got nearer 
the (hore^ and though every man exerted his utmofl 
ftrength they ftill continued to drop to leeward. 
Feeling now their inability to refift the current, and 
the ftrength of the rowers being almoft exhaufted, 
it was judged for the fafety of all, that the pinnace 
fiiould take the people from off the raft, and bring 
the raft to a grapnel during the night. Thefe addi- 
tional men from the raft double banked the oars of 
the pinnace, and relieved the rowers, but at the 
iame time they fo crowded her, that fhe could barely 
keep herfelf above water, being then clofe under a 
rocky coaft, in about fixteen fathom water (as they 
afterwards better knew). They were only able to 
advance flowly ; but as they drew nearer to the ifland 
whither the others were gone before, the jolly-boat • 

having unladen her cargo, Captain Wilfon^ with four 
people, was returning in her, to lighten the raft and 
pinnace, and give them full afliftance, and it being 
dark, hailed the pinnace at a diftance. Whether it 
was from the great fatigue the people had fuftained 
while on the raft, or from their voice and fpirits be- 
ing exhaufted, or from the fudden joy of perceiving 

they 
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I j^^, they were fo nearagain to their comrades, but the hal* 
Auguft- JQ^ ^^j^g anfvvered in fo (hrill and unaccu domed a man- 
ner, that thofe who were in the jolly-boat, who had 
previoufly heard the paddling o£ oars, fuppofed they 
were natives ; as the people who had remained on 
fhore in tlie morning with the (lores, had difcovered, 
after the boats had left them, traces of fome people 
having been lately upon the ifland, by feeing places 
where there had been fires, with fome fifli bones and 
pieces of cocoa- nut {hells fcattered about, that had 
not the appearance of having lain long there ; thefe 
circumflances inducing the jolly-boat's crew to con- 
clude, that the return of the halloo came from a party 
of the natives, they precipitately returned back into 
the cove. The pinnace arriving foon after, all thefe 
alarms were diflipated, ^nd an univerfal joy fpread 
itfelf over every countenance on feeing one another 
again on dry land. They fhook hands together with 
the utmoft cordiality, every one feeling thofe emoti- 
ons that could ill be expreffed by the mod forcible 
language. They got part of a cheefe, fome bifcuit, 
and a little water, for their fupper ; and by means of 
difcharging a piftol, loaded with powder, into fome 
match which they picked loofe to ferve as tinder, 
they kindled a fire ii^ the cove, where they dried 
their clothes, which were thoroughly wet, and flept 
on the ground alternately, under the covering of the 
tent which had been raifed. The night proved very 
uncomfoi table on many accounts ; the rain and wind 

were 
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wereheayy, and the diftrefs of fituation not a little tjSs. 
increafed by the fear of the fliip going to pieces, 
from the tempeftuous weather, before they fliould be 
able to fave from her fuch neceilaries as might be 
ufefiil to them. They hauled their boats on fhore, 
and fet a watch, left they might happen to be fur- 
prized by any of the natives. 

The conftant perfpiration the people had been Monday 
in, added to their being perpetually wet with the fait 
water, had produced an irritation on their fkins, 
which^ with the added friction of their clothes from 
fevere labour, had excoriated them in a manner to 
make them moft miferably fore. At dawn of day 
both the pinnace and jolly boat were fent to the raft^ 
to try and bring it up ; but the wind blowing very 
hard, they were afraid to attempt moving it ; they 
were, however, fortunate enough to get the remain- 
der of the provifion and fails from it, and returned 
about noon. 

The weather proving more moderate in the after- 
noon were the boats fent to the wreck to bring away 
fome rice, and other provifion, as alfo to procure 
what neceffaries they could for the people, who, from 
what has been before faid, ftood in great need of them* 

Thofe who remained on fhore were employed in 
drying their powder, and cleaning and fitting their 
arms for ufe, in cafe of need ; and as the boats did 
not return till ten o'clock in the evenings it fpread 

D amongft 
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1 783- amongfl: their companions much alarmfor their fafety, 
^ as the night came on with very heavy weather ; nor 
indeed were their fpirits rendered tranquil by their 
arrival, for the chief mate and crew, who returned 
with the pinnace, brought the melancholy intelli- 
gence, that they did not conceive, from the badnefs 
of the wearher, that the fhip could hold together till 
morning, as flie was beginning to part, the bends or 
wa/es being ftarted out of their places. The ideas 
which had been fondly nurfed, that when a calm 
fucceedcd there was a poffibility (he might be floated 
and repaired, fo as to return to Macoa, or feme 
part of China, were by this account totally extin- 
guiflied. The profpcd now darkened round them^ 
fear pidured flrongly every danger, and hope could 
hardly find an inlet through which one ray of confo- 
lation might flioot. They knew nothing of the in- 
habitants of that country where fate had thrown 
them ; ignorant of their manners and difpofitions, 
as well as of the hoftile fcenes they might have to 
encounter for their fafety ; they found thenifelves, by 
this fudden accident, cut off at once from the reft of 
the world, with little probability of their ever again 
getting away. Each individual threw back his re- 
membrance to fome dear objedl that afFedion had 
rivetted to his heart, who might be in vain looking 
out anxioufly for the return of the father, the huf- 
band, or the friend, whom there was fcarcely the 

moil 
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moftdiftant chance of their ever feeing any more. 1785. 
Thefe refleftions did not contribute to make the 
night comfortable i the weather was far more tem- 
peftuous than in the preceding one ; but the clothes 
which the people had procured from the wreck proved 
a great comfort to them all, who were thereby enabled 
to have a change* 
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,783. CHAPTER nr. 

Auguft. 

firjl Appearance of the- Natives. — 37?^ curious and 
• friendly Iriicrviezv beiween ihem and the Englifh.— 
Captain Wilfon's Brother fent to the King (f Pelew, 
the Kin^^s Brother remaining with our People* 

r^^^ /\T day-break every one went- to work, to dry 
the (lores and provifions between the (howers, as it 
blew exceedingly hard, fo that the boats could not 
venture to fea ; and many were bufied to form bet- 
ter tents with fuch materials as thev had faved. 
About eight o'clock in the morning Captain Wilfon 
and Tc?n Pjo/c being on the beach coUeQiing water 
which dropped from the rocks, the people who were 
employed in clearing away the ground, in the wood 
behind therriy gave notice that fbme of the natives 
were approaching, as th«y perceived a canoe coming 
round the point into- the bay ; this gave fo much 
alarm that the people all flew to the arms ; however, 
as there were only two canoes, and thofe having but 
few men in them, the people were defired to remain 
ftill, and out of fight, until they (hould perceive 
what reception the Captain and Tom Rofe met with, 
whom they were convinced the natives had difco* 
v(::red, as they convcrfcd together, and kept fted- 
fuftly looking tov/ards that part of the fliore where 

they 
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theywcre ;• our people werc'defired to be prepared for 1 7^3- 
the word, but by no means to appear for the prefent, 
•or {hew any figns of diflruft when they did, unlefs 
the behaviour of the natives to them fhould render 
it abfolutely neceffary. In this fliort interval of time 
the canoes had advanced cautioufly towards the 
ihore, where they ftood, when Captain IVjlfon defired 
Tom Rofe to fpeak to them in the Malay language, 
which they did not feem tound€rftand,:but ftoppeti 
their canOes ; yet foon after one of them fpoke in 
•the Malay tongue, and.alked who they were? and 
whether they were friends or enemies f To thefe 
queftions Tom Rofe was directed to reply, ^' That 
they were unfortunate Englijhmcn^ who had iofl 
their fliip upon the reef, .and had faved their livea^ 
** and were their friends.** Upon this they fpoke 
a few words together (which was fmce fuppofed to 
have been the Malay man explaining to them what 
"had been faid) ; and prefently they ftepped out of 
the canoes into the water, and came towards the 
ihore, on which Captain Wilfon waded into the water 
to meet them, and embracing them in a friendly man- 
.ner, conducted them to the (hore, and introduced 
them to his officers and unfortunate companions.; 
they were eight in number, two of whom it 
was afterwards known were brothers to the King. 
They left one man in each canoe; and, as they 
were coming into the cove, feemed to look round 
with great watchfulnefs, as if fearful of being be- 
trayed; nor would they feat themfelves near the 

tents 
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'783. tents, but kept clofe to the beach, that in cafe of 
danger they might immediately regain their canoes. 
Our people now going to breakfaft, they were pre- 
fented with fome tea, and fome fweet biicuits, made 
at Chinaj of which two or three jars had been faved. 
Only Captain Wilfon^ and one or two more, with 
To ' Rnfc the interpreter, ureakiafled with them; 
for, as they would probably have entertained doubts 
of our people, had the Engiijh furroundtd them to 
gratify curiofity, they might, from their apprehen- 
fions, have haftily departed. In the little converfa- 
tion which during the breakfaft could be obtained, 
a wifh was exprelTed to the Malay they brought 
with them, of knowing by what event he chanced 
to be there. This fellow, befide his own and the 
Pelew language, fpoke a little Dutchj and fome 
words of Eng/i/}j : he gave the following account of 
himfelf, • viz. — That he commanded a trading veffel 
belonging to a China man at Ternate^ had been on 
a trading voyage to Amboyna and Bantam^ and had 
been caft away, about ten months before, upon an 
iiland to the fouthward, which was within fight of 
where he then was ; that he efcaped from thence to 
Pelew J and had been kindly leceivcd by the king, 
who, he told them, was a very good man, and that 
his people alfo were courteous. 

• The future coTidu£l and behaviour of this Malay gave rcafoti 
to fufpcdt there was little truth in the account he gave of himfelf. 

He 
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He further acquainted them, that a canoe having ji^S- 
been out fifliing, had feen the (hip's mall lymg 
down ; and that the king being informed of it, 
fent off thefe two canoes, at four o'clock that 
morning, to enquire what was become of the peo- 
ple; that they knowing well this harbour, had 
come to it firft, being a place where the canoes, 
when fifliing, often fhelter thcmfelves in hard wea- 
ther. — ^They fat about an hour with Captain WiJfon^ • 
tafted the tea, but feemed to like better the bif- 
cuits, and appeared now to feel themfelves reliev- 
ed from evoy apprehenfion. They wiflied tbat 
one of our people might be fent in their canoes 
to the Rupacky or King, that he might fee what 
fort of people they w^ere ; which was agreed to by 
-Captain Wilfon^ who, after breakfaft was endedj, 
introduaed to them feveral of his officers ; thefc, 
^s they came up, Ihook hands with the natives, 
who being informed by the Malay that this was 
the mode of felutation amongft the Englijh^ they 
went to every man prefent, and took Him by the 
hand, nor ever after omitted this token of regard, 
as often as they met our countrymen. 

It often pleafes Providence, in the moft trying 
hours of difficulty and diftrefs, to throw open 
fome unlooked for fource of confolation to the 
fpirits of the unfortunate ! — It was a fm.^ular acci- 
dent, that Captain Rees of the Northumberland 
ihould, at Ma^oa^ have recommended to Captain 
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1783. Wil/on^ Tom Roje as a fervant, who fpokie the Malay 
^^ language perfeftly well. » 

It was a {till more fingular circumftance, that a 
temped ihould have thrown a Malay on this fpot^ 
who had as a ftranger been noticed and favoured 
by the king, and having been near a year on the 
iiland previous to the lofs of the Antelope^ was be- 
come acquainted with the language of the country ; 
by this extraordinary event both the Englijh and the 
inhabitants of Pelew had each an interpreter who 
could converfe freely together in the Malay tongue, 
and TomRofe fpeaking£;7j/j^,an eafy intercourfe was 
immediately opened on both fides, and all thofe im- 
pediments removed at once, which would have 
arifen among people who had no means of con- 
veying their thoughts to one another by language, 
but mufl have trufted to figns and geflures, which, 
to thofe born in climates fo remotely feparated^ 
might have given rife to a thoufand mifconcepti- 
ons.— f-The natives perceiving the boats preparing to 
be launched, imagined it was for departure; but 
being told our men were only going oflF to the 
wreck to fetch more ftores and neceffaries on 
ihore, they faid they would fend one of their peo- 
ple with them, to prevent any canoes froii^ moleftf 
ing them. 

The natives were of a deep copper colour, perfeftly 
Xiaked, having no kind of covering whatfoever ; 
their Ikins very foft and glofly, owing, as was known 

after- 
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afterwards^ to the external ufe of cocoa-nut oil. ^f^S' 
Each Chief had in his hand a bafket of beetle-nut^ 
and a bamboo finely poliflied and inlaid at each 
end, in which they carry their Chinam; this i$ 
coral burnt to a lime, which they fhake out through 
one end of the bamboo where they carry it, on the 
leaf of the beetk-nut^ before they chew it, to ren- 
der it more ufeful, or palatable. It was obferved 
that all their teeth were black, and that th^ Beetle- 
nut and Chinam^ of which they had always a quid 
in their mouths, rendered the faliva red, which, 
together with their black teeth, gave their mouths 
a very difgufting appearance. — They were of a 
middling ftature, very ftraight, and mufcular, their 
limbs well formed, and had a particular majeftic 
manner in walking; but their legs, from a little 
above their ancles to the middle of their thighs^ 
were tatooed fo very thick, as to appear dyed of a 
far deeper colour than their (kin : their hair was of 
a fine black, long, and rolled up behind in a fimple 
manner clofe to the back of their heads, and ap- 
peared both neat and becoming, — ^None of them, 
except the younger of the King's two brothers, had 
a beard; and it v^s. afterwards obferved, in tlie 
courfe of a longer acquaintance with them, that 
they in general plucked out their beards by the 
toot ; a very few only, who had ftrong thick beards, 
cberiflied them and let them grow. — As they now 
feemed to feel no longer any reflraint, they were con- 
ducted 
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17^3* diifted round the cove; the ground was as yet but 
flightly and partially cleared, much broken fhells 
and rock, togcilier with thorny plants and (hrubs 
remaining over ii , nor could our people help being 
furprized at feeing them, barefooted as they were, 
walk over all this rough way as perfeftly at eafe as 
if it had been the fmoothefl ground. But if the 
uncommon appearance of the natives of Pelew ex- 
cited furprize in the Englijh^ their appearance, in 
return, awakened in their vifitors a far greater de- 
gree of aftoniftiment,— Our countrymen, during all 
the time they remained in thefe iflands, were per- 
feftly convinced, that the inhabitants had never be- 
fore feen a white man, it was therefore little to be 
wondered that they viewed them as a new and a 
very extraordinary race oi beings : all they obferv. 
ed, and all they touched, made them exclaim weel! 
iveel! and fometimes weel a trecoj ! which the 
Malay informed them was a declaration of being 
well pleafed. — ITiey began with llroaking the bodies 
and arms of the Eng/i/h^ or rather their waiftcoats 
and eo?it fleeves, as if they doubted whether the gar- 
ment and the man were not of the fame fubftance ; 
but were told by the Malay, that the EngUJh in their 
own climate being expofcd to far greater cold, were 
accuftomed always to be covered, and had cover- 
ings of different kinds to put on as occafion requir- 
ed, fo that they could be always dry and warm. 
Our people plainly pcrpeivcd, by the geftures of 

the 
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the Malay and the natives, that this was what they 1783. 
were converfing about ; nor could they avoid ob^- 
ferving, by the countenances of the latter, the quick- 
nefs with which they feemed to comprehend what- 
ever information the Malay gave them. The next 
thing they noticed was our people's hands, and the 
blue veins of their wrifts ; and they probably con- 
fide red the white Ikin of the hands and face as arti- 
ficial, and the veins as the EngUJh manner of tatoo- 
ing, for they immediately requeftcd, that the jacket- 
fleeves of the men might be drawn up, to fee if their 
arms were of the fame colour as their hands and 
faces : fatisfied in this particular, they expreffed a 
further wifli to fee their bodies ; upon which fome 
of the men opened their bofoms, and gave them to 
underfland that all the reft of their body was the 
fame.— They Lemed much aftoniflied at finding hair 
on their breads, it being confidered with them as a 
great mark of indelicacy, infomuch that they eradi- 
cate it from every part of the body in both fexes. 

They afterwards walked about, teftifying great 
curiofity, but at the fame time exprefling a fear that 
they intruded too much. As they had come on fhore 
unarmed, this confideration induced Captain Wilfony 
before he (hewed them the tents, to order that all the 
fire-arms fliould be put out of fight, by covering them 
with a fail, that the mutual confidence, which had 
fo happily fprung up on both fides, might not be 
chilled or overlhadowed by the flightcft miftruft j 

but 
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*7S3- but this well-conceived intention was fruftrated 

Auguit* 

by 5W accident.-* As our people were conducing them 
to the tents, ciofeby the entrance, one of the natives 
picked up a bullet, which had beea cafually dropped 
on the ground^ and immediately expreffed his fur- 
prize, that a fubftance fo fmall to the ey:e fhould be 
fo very ponderous to the touch ; he fhewfd it diredly 
to the Malay J who defcribed to tim the ufe of it, and 
feemed to be expatiating on the nature of fire-arms^ 
for when he bad done he wifhed that ODte of our muf- 
kets might be fhewn them, that they might better 
comprehend their power and ufe. 

Our people had in the tents two dogs, who wer-e 
confined clofe to the pfece where their, arms were dc- 
pofi ted ; one of them was a large Newfoundlander^ who 
had been brought up at fea from a puppy, the other 
a fpaniel ; the Newfoundland dog had been the fa- 
vourite of every one on board, being a moft exceJ- 
lent guard, and had been taught during the voyage 
an infinite number of tricks, by which he afforded fo 
much amufement to the whole crew, that there was 
not a failor belonging to the Aniehpe who would not 
have rifked his life for the dog. On entering the 
tent with their new friends:, one of our people went 
before to the dogs, to fee tjiey were tied up, and to 
prevent any furprize to their vifitors ; no fooner had 
they entered the tent, than the tw« dogs fet up a moft 
violent barking, and the natives a n^ife but little lefs 
loud ; our people fcarcely at firft knew whether it 

aroib 
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arofc from fear, or was expreffive of aftonifliment j i7^3« 

Augull. 

they ran in and out of the tent, and appeared to wifli 
they might be made to bark again J but the Malay 
foon explained this to be the eifeSs of joy and fur- 
prize, thefe animals being the firft of the kind they had 
ever feen, they having no quadrupeds of any fpecies 
on thefe iflands, except a very few grey rats in the 
woods. — ^It was agreed on by Captain Wilfon and bis 
people, that the wifh which the natives had exprefled 
refpefting the fending one of them to Pelew^ that the 
King might fee what kind of Beings white men were^ 
(hould be complied with, and fome difficulty arifing 
who fhoald be the perfon, the Captain requefted his 
brother, Mr. Matthias Wilfon^ to go, which ^equeft 
he readily complied with, and agreed to depart with. 
them in their canoes. 

The jolly-boat went out of .the cove this forenoon, 
but the badnefs of the weather obliged her to put 
back, as did alfo the canoe that was returning to the 
King, in which was Mr, M. Wilfon^ but about noon 
the canoe fet out again and proceeded on her voyage. 
Captain Wilfon was much affeded at his brother*s de- 
parture, but hoped the embafiy might prove the 
means of alleviating their forlorn fituation. He in- 
truded his brother to inform the King who they 
.were, to acquaint him with their misfortunes, and to 
folicit his friendfliip, as alfo his permiffion to build 
a veffel to carry them back to their own country. 
He fent by Mr. M. Wilfon a prefect to the King of a 

fmall 
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1783- finall remnant of blue broad cloth, acanifter of tea, 
a canifter of fugar^candy, and a jar of rufk. The 
lad article was aiided at the particular requeft of the 
King*s two brothers, the younger of whom returned 
with Mr. M. Wilfon. 

The weather being rough, our people employed 
themfelves in drying their clothes, and making their 
tents more commodious. The natives conduced our 

people to a well of frefli water ; the path leading to 

• 

this well lying acrofs fteep and rugged rocks, render- 
ed the track hazardous and difficult. Richard Sharps 
a midfliipman, a lad about fifteen, being on his duty, 
the natives took him in their arms when the path was 
rugged, and they were very careful in thefe places 
to aflift the men, who returned with two jars filled. 

One canoe and three men remained with our peo- 
ple, as did one of the King's brothers, called Raa 
Kook^ commander in chief of the King's forces, and 
the Malay interpreter ; they eat of fome fowl ftcw- 
ed with bread, which was prepared for dinner, but 
would not eat fome flices of ham which Captain Wil- 
fon had drefTed for them, difliking the tafte of fait, 
of which they had no knowledge. It continuing to 
rain and blow exceffively hard all the afternoon, they 
could not go away, but paffed the night with our 
people, and appeared to be perfeftly eafy and con- 
tented with their reception. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IV. »78Jr 

Auguft. 

The Pinnace goes to the Ship^ and finds it had been 
vifited by fome of the Natives. — The Behaviour of 
Raa Kook, the King's Brother^ on being informed 
(fit. — The friendly Condu6l of this Chief whiljl he 
remained alone with the Englifh. — A Council beldy 
and all the Cafks of Liquor remaining in the Ante- 
lope ordered to bejlavcd. 

X HE wind and rain this night proved far heavier WedncT- 
than any fmce the wreck ; but at day-break it be- ^^ *3" 
came more moderate, and the boatfwain called all 
hands out to work by winding his pipe, the found of 
which much pleafed and furprized the natives, Raa 
Kook informed Captain Wilfojiy that his brother would 
not be able to return, on account of the weather. — 
About ten o'clock the pinnace was fent oflf to 
the (hip J the people who remained on fliore , em- 
ployed themfelves in clearirg the ground and dry- 
ing their provifion. The pinnace did not get back 
till after darkj their long flay awakened unea- 
fiiiefs : they brought word that fome canoes had 
been at the (hip, and had carried off fome iron and 
other things, and it was fufpefted that among thefef 
was the canoe and the three men that w^ere left to 
attend the King's brother, as diey had put off foon 

after 



34 ANACCOUNTOF 

^7^$* after the pinnace, and, as our people thought^ Were 
only gone out to fifli* They alfo reported, that it 
being low-water, the pinnace could not reach the 
fhip, but the men were compelled to wade over part 
of the reef to get to her, and were now able to 
fee her fituation, having difcoveted that at large part 
of the rock had made its way through her bottom, 
and in two or three places appeared dry infide her 
hold, fo that (he remained fixed on the reef. They 
difcovered that the natives had found their way to the 
cockpit, had rumtAaged the medicine chefl, tailed 
feveral of the medicines, which being probably not 
Very palatable, they had thrown out the contents, 
and had carried off the bottles, fo that nothing re- 
mained in the cheft that could be of any further ufe. 
However, it fortunately happened, that Mr, Sharpy 
the furgeon, at the time he quitted the fhip, conceiv- 
ing he never fhould get back to her any more, had 
providentially brought away feme of the moft ufeful 
medicines. 

When ihofe who returned with the pinnace brought 
this intelligence, and had informed our people that 
ihefe canoes were gone up to Pelew^ Captain Wilfon 
made this tranfaftion known to Raa Kook, not fo 
much as a matter of complaint, as to exprefs to him 
his uneafinefs for the confequences which might arife 
to the natives from their tafting or drinking fuch a 
variety of medicines. Raa Kook begged Captain 
IV'tlfon would entertain no uncafinefs whatever on 

their 
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their account ; that if they fuffered, it would be ow- 17^3- 
ing entirely to their own mifconduft, for which he 
faid he felt himfelf truly concerned. This converfa- 
tionpafling at fupper, where the General and linguift 
were eating with our people, feemed greatly to dif- 
turb Rjoa Kook ; his countenance fully defcribed the 
indignation he felt at the treacherous behaviour of 
his own men, and afked, why our people did not 
ihoot them? begging, that if they, or any^ others, 
(hould dare again to attempt plundering the vefTel, 
they would, and he fliould take upon himfelf to juf- 
tify their conduA to the King. — ^He this night flept 
in the fame tent with our people, who all redoubled 
their attention to him, perfeftly perfuaded from the 
generofity of his behaviour, that the difpleafure he 
had teftified at this injuftice done to the Englijhy did 
not arife from any apprehenffon.he felt in being at 
that moment abfolutely in their power, but that his 
mind poflefled fo nice a fenfe of honour as to make 
him feel unhappy at what appeared to him to be a 
breach of hofpitality in his countrymen ; which he 
declared (hould be fiilly ftated to the King, who would 
prevent its happening in future. This amiable Chief 
(for amiable he feemed from firft fight j (hewed a 
perfed: fatisfaftion with what our people could do for 
him ; he endeavoured to accommodate himfelf to 
their manners, would (it at table as they did, inflead 
of fquattingon his hams ; and this pleafmg difpofi- . 
tion of his induced every one to refpeft him as a man 

E of 
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*7^5- af an upright charafter, and fuch they in truth found 
him to be in every tranfaftion they afterwards had 
with him. 

At their firft coming, the Malay^ who was quite 
naked, had requeued a pair of trowfers and a jacket^ 
which were given him j and a pair of trowfers, toge* 
ther with an uniform coat, were at the fame time 
prefented to Raa Kooky who diredly put them on, 
not a little pleafed in appearing like hisoiew ^ends, 
often looking at himfelf, and faying, ^^ Raa Kook 
Englees /' but it was fuppofed he found the heat and 
confinement of drefs very inconvenient, for after this 
vifit he never wore them ; and when Captain Wilfon 
was at his houfe at FeleWy he perceived he had put 
them up careftilly among what he deemed his va- 
fuables. He pofTefTed naturally i^ unbounded a 
turiofity^ that noif thi& fdialleft circumftance which 
occurred efcaped his notice ; he wifbed te have an 
explanation of every thing he faw, to imitate what- 
ever our people did, and to inquire into the princr- 
pie and caufes of all he obferved brought about by 
them, lending his perfonal affiftance in every thing 
that was doing, and even defired to aid the cook in 
blowing the fire. 

Our people finding themfelves now on a perfeft 
good underftanding with this friendly Chief,' did not 
hefitate to afk with freedom, by ,thcir interpreter, 
whatever their own curiofity fuggefted. Obferving 
that he wore round his wrift a polifhed bone of fome 

creature, 
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creature^ in the fonn of a bracelet » and having no* 1783. 
ticed that hi^ brother^ who was returned to Pelew ^ * 
with Mn M. Wilfon^ had a fimilar ornatnent, they 
wiflied to know on what account it was worn. The 
Malay explained this to the General, who, through 
|iim, informed our people that it was a mark of 
great diflin£don, conferred by the King on his own 
fiunily, and on officers of (late, and commanders, 
and that he himfelf wore it, both as brother to the 
King, and as Commander in chief of his army^ 
both by fea and land. This new intelligence which 
our people had obtained, excited them ft ill more to 
cultivate the friendfliip of a Chief, who though fo 
high both in rank and office, had with fo much 
condefcenfion and attentive politenefs ftiewed him« 
felf attached to them; 

The preceding evening, at fupper^ a propofition 
had been made by Captain Wilfon to his officers, 
which, as it did not take place till this day, will more 
properly be introduced here ; a propofition found-^ 
ed in the higheft prudence and wifdom, and execut-^ 
ed with fuch refolution and firmnefs of mind, that 
it reflects the greateft credit on the Commander, as 
well as tthe officers and men who ferved under him, 
and hath a juft claim to be faithfully recorded. The 
day after the Antelope was wrecked, when the pin- 
nace had been fent aboard her, to fecurc whatever 
ftores could be faved, the men having for many 
hours endured the fevereft toil, the chief officer 

£ a thought 
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17^3' thought proper to ferve them out fomc ftrons: li- 
Auguft. ,, ^, r^ , ,. 

quor ; but as they were unable to find 'any thing to 

eat, their emptinefs and hard fatigue had made the 
liquor operate on their heads, fo that on their re- 
turn back they were very noify and elated ; Captain 
Wtlfon therefore now fubmitted to his officers, whe- 
ther it would not be advifeable to ftave all the liquor 
that remained aboard the veffel, left our people, be- 
coming inadvertently intoxicated, might be difpofed 
to quarrel among themfelves, or engage in difputes 
with the natives ; or from another motive, equally 
important to the common fafety, left the natives 
themfelves, having already found their way to the 
fhip, might difcover the ftrong liquors, which they 
would be tempted to drink of too freely, and, from 
never having before tafted of fpirits, might grow 
infuriated, and induced to commit fomc outrage 
with our people, and thereby draw on a general 
conteft and difunion. The officers univerfally ap- 
proved the propofition, and defired Captain Wilfon 
would the next morning make their wifhes on ^his 
matter known to all the fhip's company ; which was 
done very early, at the time the boatfwain called all 
hands to work, Tlie Captain told them he had 
fomething to lay before them, in which their future 
welfare, nay perhaps their future prefervatiori, was 
moft materially involved; he then fubmitted to 
their judgment the meafure upon which he and his 
officers had deliberated the preceding evening ; 

urged 
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urged the propriety of it to them in very forcible 1783. 
terms, as a flep that would beft authorize th? hope "^" 
of getting away from their prefent fituaiion, and 
feeing once more their own country, and thofe who 
were dear to them ; and endeavoured to convince 
them, that however reluftantly they might yield to 
the propofition, yet he was fatisfied that the under- 
ftanding of every individual among them muft, on 
refledion, perceive it was a meafure abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to be adopted. Upon which all the failors, 
with the utmofl unanimity, and with one voice, de- 
clared, that however' they might fuffer from the de- 
privation of the accuftomed recruit of ftrong liquor, 
yet, beii^ fenfible that having accefs to it, they 
might not at all times ufe it with difcretion, they, 
to their lading honour as men, gave their full aifent 
to the Captain's propofal, and faid, they were ready 
to go immediately to the fliip, and ftave every veffel 
of liquor on board ; which, on this day, they con- 
fcientioufly performed ; every calk was ftaved, and 
fo fcrupuloufly did they execute their truft, that 
there was not a fingle man amongft them who would 
take or tafte a farewell glafs of any liquor. — Cir- 
cumftanced as thefe poor fellows were, nothing but 
a long and well-trained difcipline, and the real af- 
feftion they bore their Commander, could have 
produced the fortitude and fleady Rrmnels which 
they teftified on this occafion ; and certainly nothing 
could more exhilarate the fpirits of their officers, or 

more 
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^7^3- more endear the men to them, than this conqueft 
they fliewed over themfelves^What indeed was 
there not to be hoped from fuch a band of brave 
fellows, whom unanimity, affedion, and mutual 
confidence, had united in one unremitting plan of 
exertion, for the prefervation of the whole !— The 
intelligence of this bufinefs being fo faithfully per- 
formed, was brought this evening by the ofBcer who 
stttended the men, and who came back with the 
pinnace after dark, as before mentioned, and was 
confirmed by all the others who afliiled ; and if any 
thing could add to the fatisfkdory n^anner in which 
it had been executed, it was to perceive, that, when 
they all fat down to fupper, the event did iiot pro- 
duce a fingle difcontented countenance. 



CHAPTER 
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C H A P T E R y. 

^Lrra Kooker, the Kin^s Brother^ returns from Pelew, 
and isfom after folkwed by Mr. Matthias Wilfon, 
who gives a ^^nry favourable Account of the Manner 
in which he had been received.-T-ReguIation^ made 
by the Englift/flr ejiabli^ing a Nightly Guard*-^ 
The General and AxT3, Kooker informed of it. — They 
approve the Scheme^ which is immediately put in Ext 
itcution. — Some CharaSer cf Arra ^ooker. 

JL HE next morning two canoes arrived with Thurfday 
yams, ready boiled, and fome cocoa-nuts, which were • 
prefented to Captain Wilfon. In one of thefe veffels 
Arra Kooker j the King's brother, returned back, who 
brought with him one of the king's fons j Raa Kook 
went immediately to receive his nephew, and much 
converfation feemed to pafs between them. Arra 
Kooker informed his brother, that three men had died 
of the things they had taken and drank out of the 
medicine-cheft j the General replied, that thp Englijh 
had told him this might be the cpnfequence, and he 
was glad they had fufFered for their bad conduct* 
The meflage which the King's fon had brought from 
his father was delivered to the General, and from him 
interpreted to our people, through the Malay ; — the 
purport of it was, to bid the Englijh welcome into 

his 
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17^3- his country, and to inform them that they had his 
^ ' full leave and permiflion to build a veffel on the 
ifland on which they then were, or that they might 
remove to, and build it on the ifland where he lived 
himfelf, and be under his own more immediate pro- 
teQiion. This being communicated, he introduced 
the young Prince to all our people, and then walked 
about with him, and ihowed and explained to him 
every thing which he had made himfelf acquainted 
with relative to our mariners. His nephew, who ap- 
peared to be about twenty-one, was as full of afto- 
niihment at what he faw, as the uncle himfelf had 
been before ; and Raa Kook difcovered no fmall de" 
gree of pleafure in perceiving the eager delight with 
which his young relation noticed every thing which, 
his attention was dire6:ed to« 

Whilfl this engaged the General and the Prince, 
our people were queftioning Arra Kooker^wiih anxi^ 
ous concern, about Mr, M. Wil/on^ whom he had 
conveyed to Pelew, and whom they did not fee re^ 
turn with him ; Arra Kooker affured them they would 
fee him very foon ; that he had only been detained 
by the wind, and was aftually on his way. He then 
defcribed by figns and geftures (for he had a very par- 
ticular turn for mimickry and 4iumourJ the apprehen- 
fions Mr. M. Wilfon hadbj^en under, when he was at 
Pelcw. which he endeavoured to convince them he had 
very unneceflarily entertained. It was not long before 
our people were made happy by his fafe return j who 

had. 
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bad, as he told them, undergone no fmall degree of /783; 

. Augutt. 

alarm, though it turned out to be more founded in 
imaginary fear, than in any real danger. He made 
a very favourable report^ of the people of Pelew^ 
that they feemed (o be friendly in their difpofition, 
and had treated him with much civility and kind- 
neis: — The account of his expedition, as^ related to 
me by himfelf, was as follows : 

** When the canoe in which I went away came 
^ near the ifland where the King lived, a vaft con* 
courfe of the natives ran out of their houfes to 
fee me come on fliorc ; the King*s btother, who 
accompanied me, took me by the hand^ and con- 
duced me from the Ianding*place up to the town, 
where there was a mat . fpread upon a fquare pave- 
ment, on which he by f^gns directed me to fit 
down. I obeyed, and in a little timje the King 
a]^eared, which being notified to me by his bro- 
ther, I arofe, and made my obeifance after the 
manner of eaftern nations, lifting up my hands to 
my head, and inclining my body forward; to 
which he did not feem to pay any attention. After 
tbis ceremony, I offered the King the prefents my 
brother had fent by me, which he received in a very 
gracious manner.— His brother, Arra Kooker^ now 
talked a good deal with htm, which I conceived 
was to acquaint him with our difafler, and our 
numbers \ after which the King eat fome of the 
fugar-candy, feemed to reliOi it, and diftributed a 

« little 
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1783- « Uttle of it to feveral of his Chiefs, and then di. 
^' refted all the things to be taken away and carried 
*' to his own houfe ; which being done, he ordered 
^* refrefhments to be brought, which confifted of a 
^' cocoa-nut filled with warm water, and fweetened 
^^ with rholofles ; after tafting it, he commanded a 
^ little boy who was near him to climb a cocoa-tree 

* 

^' and gather frefli nuts, he cleared one iron» the 
'^ hufks, and tailing the milk thereof, bade the lit* 
^* tie boy prefent it to me, making figns to me to 
^ fend it back when I had drank ; he afterwards 
^^ broke the nut in two, eat a littie, and returned it 
" to me to eat of it, 

*' I now found myfelf furrounded by a vaft con^ 
" courfe of both fexes ; much converfation took 
^' place between the King, his brother, and the 
** Chiefs who were with him. A$ their eyes were 
" repeatedly direfted to me, I concluded I was the 
*^ fubjeft of it. Takmg off my hat l>y accident, all 
*^ who were prefent feemed (truck with aftonifhment, 
*' which I perceiving, unbuttoned my waiftcoat, and 
** took my (hoes from my feet, in order that they 
** might fee they were no part of my body ; being 
" of opinion, that at firft fight pf me, they enter* 
^' tained a notion that my clothes coniUtuted a part 
*f of my perfon ; for, when undeceived in this, they 
^< came nearer to me, (Iroked me, and put theif 
^^ hands into my bofora to feel mj flqn* 
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" It being now grown rather dark, the King, his 1 783. 
** brother, feveral others, and myfelf, retired into a ^ 
houfe, where there, was a fupper brought in of 
yams boiled whole, on a ftand or ftool with a rim 
or edge roun4 it qf three or four inches high ; in 
" a difti or wooden bowl was a kind of pudding 
** made alfo of yams boiled and beat together, jufl 
" as we mafli potatoes, of which they put three or 
" four in a bowl or difli. They had likewife fome 
" (hell*fi(b, but of what kind I could not make out. 
" The condufted me after fupper to another houfe at 
*' fome diftahce from the firft, where I found at leafl: 
" forty or fifty men and women ; I was led thither 
*5 by a female, who, when I had entered the houfe, 
" made figns to me to fit, or lie down on a mat 
" that was'fpread, as I underftood, oh the floor for 
" me to* fleep on. After the reft of the company 
" had all fatisfied their curiofity by viewing me very 
" accurately, they all went to fleep, and I laid myfelf 
" down on the mat, drawing another mat over me, 
** which I fuppofed was placed there for that purpofe, 
" retting my head on a block of wood, which ferves 
" the people here as a pillow. Unable to flumber, 
" I lay perfedly ftill ; and fome confiderable time 
" after, when all feemed quiet, about eight men 
" arofe, and began to make two great fires at each . 
^* end of the houfe (which was not divided by par- - 
" titions, but formed one large habitation). This 
^* operation of theirs, I cqnfefs^ alarmed me very 

" much 
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1785. " much indeed; I thought of nothing lefs than that 
"g^ • CC ^i^Q natives were going to roafl me, and that they 
had only laid themfelves down that I might alfa 
drop afleep, and intended to feize me in that fitu- 
ation — However, being furrounded by a danger, 
** which there was no poffibility of efcaping, I col- 

** lefted all my fortitude, and, recommending my- 
felf id the Supreme Difpofer of all events, I ex- 
pelled every moment to meet my fate ; when, to 
my great furprize, after fitting a little while and 
warming themfelves, I perceived they all retired 
again to their mats, nor got up any more till day- 
break, when I arofe and walked about, encircled 
by great numbers of men, women, and children. 

** It was not long before the. King's, brother joined 
me, and went with me to feveral houfes, where 1 
was entertained with yams, cocoa-nuts, and fweet- 
meats. — Being after this conduced to the King, 
I fignitied to him by geftures that I much wiflied 
to go back to my brother ; he perfectly under- 
ftood me, and explained to me by figns that the 
canoes couJd not gp out, there being too much 

** wind and fea. To defcribe the firft he pointed up 
to the trees, and blew ftrongly with his mouth ; 
and, to mark the too great force of fea on the ca- 
noes, he joined his two hands together with the 
palms upwards, then lifted them up, and turned 

" them the reverfe way, to exprefs to me that the 

•' canoes would overfet. — ^The remainder of the day 

*« I fpent 
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V 

I fpent in walking about the ifland and obferving 1 783. 
its produce. I found it confifted chiefly of yams 



€€ 



" and cocoa-nuts ; the former they culti\'tite with 
great care in large plantations, in fwampy watery 
ground, like the rice in India. The cocoa-nut 
trees grow very near to their houfes, as does alfo 
" the beetle-nut, which they chew as tobacco.** The 
favourable account brought by Mr. M. Wilforiy and the 
meflage which the King bad fo gracioufly fent to 
Captain Wilfon by his fon, could not fail of giving 
fpirits to all our people. 

Captain Wilfon dreffed the King's fon in a filk coat 
and a pair of blue trowfers ; he was a young man 
extremely well made, but had loft his nofe. ITiis 
might accidentally have been torn off by a fpear in 
battle, or it might have been the eft'eft of a fcrophu- 
I0U8 habit,' which Mr. SA^r/> the furgeon found after- 
wards prevailed much among the natives. 

Before noon the two boats were fcnt oflf to the 
wreck, but the bad weather compelled Mr. Barker to 
come back with the jolly-boat. The pinnace return- 
ed before evening, with fome iron, one bag of rice, 
and fundry other ftores ; our people brought intelli- 
gence that they found upwards of twenty canoes bu- 
fied about the veflel, and that fome of the natives had 
been very angry at having fome iron and a cutlafs, 
which they had got out of her, taken from them. 
Raa Kook immediately fent his brother and nephew 
off in a canoe, who returned at night with the infor- 
mation 
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i1^i\ mation that they had been totally driven away; fo 
Auguft^ -. , 

allured were our people now of R^a Kook's friend- 

ihip and proteftion^ though but three days acquaint- 
ed with him, that even when feparated from the reft, 
and on the reef at the wreck, they ventured to difpute 
with the natives^ and obliged them to give up what 
they had taken^ 

. Finding the numbers of natives who vifited them 
at their ifland increafe, and having dried their pow- 
dcr and repaired their fire-arms^ our people thought 
their faety required that they fhould appoint a re- 
gular guard every night, to be relieved every two 
hours. The fliip's company was divided inta five 
guards, each guard having an officer to give the 
Watch-word, which was called and anfwered from 
the diirerent pofts every five minutes, there being 
nine men always upon guard. — ^This arrangement 
being to take place for the firft time on the evening 
of this day. Captain Wil/on judged it advifeable that 
his guefts fhould be apprized of his intention, left 
the turning out fuddenly with arms might awaken 
fi^rious apprehenfions in them. 

The hour of eight having been appointed for fet- 
ting the guard, the Captain previoufly communicated 
to them the refolution they had formed, explaining 
at the fame time that it was cuftomary for the En^- 
tijh to have a night-watch whenever they were from 
home ; and that here it might be particularly ufeful, 
as it would prevent the inhabitants of the other iflands 

from 
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from coming by night to attack them. This being tyB^ 
explained. Captain Wil/on invited them^ before fup- ^" 
per, to fee the guard turn out ; they feemed highly 
delighted to obferve our men go through their cxer- 
cife before they parted for their refpefkive pofts, each 
man having a mufquet and cartonch-box, &c. ; and 
indeed all the men on board the Antelope^ from the 
time that the veifel quitted England^ were fo conftant* 
ly kept in the exercife of fmall arms, that they were 
fufficiently expert to have made a refpedable appear- 
ance; and on the people before whom they now 
ihewed themfelves^ their (kill and readinefs mud have 
made a formidable impreflion. The novelty of the 
fight had forcibly worked on the imaginations of 
their new friends.^^rr^i Kooker having lent a moft 
ileady attention to the explanation that had been 
given of the ufe of thefe military weapons (about 
which he had probably been talking with his brother 
the General j feemed as if fome fudden thought had 
at the moment flarted in his mind, calling out eager- 
ly to Raa Kooky in thefe words, Englees mora (or go) 
ArtingMllj PeFley Lewy pointing to the northward 
and fouthward ; then cried Pooy imitating the found 
which our gims had been reprefented to him to make 
when fired. They returned to the tents where they 
were to ileep, and appeared to be quite at eafe and 
contented.— They kept converfmg together a great 
part of the night ; and the bufmefs of this evening 
proved a very favourable circumftance, as from that 

time 
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1783. time they feemed to confider the Englijh as pofleffing 
"^" * fuch power and abflities as they could have no con- 
ception of before. 

Sentiments nearly fimilar have imprefled the minds 
of all people who livefecluded from an acquaintance 
with mankind, whenever accident or curiofity has 
carried the inhabitants of remote parts of the globe 
to vifit their unfrequented regions. But the natives 
of Pelew, who, as far as one is authorized to judge, 
not conceiving the globe as extending beyond the 
horizon that bounded them, had none but the ideas 
of nature to guide them ; they had feen no other peo- 
ple to difturb their fimplicity, whatever they were 
fhewn they confidered and examined as ufeful ; they 
looked "up with admiration to the people who could 
with fo little trouble produce effefts, which they had 
never difcovered ; and to their admiration they ad- 
ded a reverential efteem, as poffeffing talents they 
never could attain themfelves ; of which we fhall, in 
the courfe of this narrative, give fomc extraordinary 
proofs. 

Arra Kooker could by no means relifii the wearing 
of trowfers, but he had conceived a paffion to have a 
white fliirt, and one was immediately given him, 
which he had no fooner put on than he began to 
dance and jump about with fo much joy, that all 
were diverted by his ridiculous geftures, and the con- 
trad which the linen formed with his (kin. This 
Prince appeared to be verging towards forty j he was 

in 
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in ftature fliort, but fo plump and fat that he was J7^3» 
almoft as broad as he was long ; he poffefled an 
abundant (hare of good-humour, and a wonderful 
turn for mimickry ; and had befides'a countenance 
fo lively and fo expreffive, that though our -people 
were ftrangers at this time to aimoft all he faid, yet 
his face and geftures made them pretty accurately 
comprehend whatever he was defcribing. In order 
to amufe them, he would frequently try lo take ofF 
every one of our people in any particularity he had 
noticed, and this with fuch great good-humour, that 
every one who faw him was pleafed with his pleafan- 
try. Sometimes he would take yp a hat, put it on 
his head, and imitate the m^mner of our people walk- 
ing in their military exercife ; would recoUeft every 
occurrence that happened, and nothing that he ob- 
ferved done by the EngliJIo efcaped him j in flioat, on 
every occafion his manner was lively and engaging to 
a degree. From the firft time of his having fcen the 
great Newfoundland dog^ as before mentioned, he felt 
delight in going to him frequently, and in carrying 
him viftuals j and by noticing him |b much, the dog 
naturally exprefled great joy whenever he went to 
him. When he was brought on board the Jnfclope^ 
in England^ the dog was named Sailor, and now, fa- 
miliarized to Arra Kooker^ would, whenever he ap- 
peared, bark, jump, leap, and play his tricks ; iund 
his new acquaintance, when he wifhed to be amufing, 
would imitate wonderfully well the barking, howl- 

F ing, 
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i7S3» ing, jumping, and all the various demonflrations of 
' joy of this poor animal. 

The Englijh^ as far as they colleftcd from Mr. Af . 
Wilfo7i^s account, and from the urbanity and atten- 
tion (hewn them by the two dignified Chiefs, who 
had now been their guefts for fome days, in happier 
moments, with the certainty before them of getting 
away whenever they pleafed, would have enjoyed the 
fociety of their new friends ; but the doubt of what 
they might further get from the fhip to did the build- 
ing of another, and the uncertainty whether they 
might ever fee again their country and families, con- 
ftantly preffed on their minds fuch a weight of anxie- 
ty, that the refleftions of fenfibility were often wring- 
ing their hearts, when the fortitude their prudence 
affumed, and the attention due to their hofpitabic 
proteftors, compelled them to fubdue their natural 
feelings, and mafk their countenances with acquief- 
cent fmiles* 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 1783- 

Augiift. 

The King of Pclew pays hisjirji vifit to the Englifh. — 
His Arrival dcfcribedy and the Ceremony with which 
he is received; after which he is conduced by his 
two Brothers and Captain Wilfon round the Spot 
whereon they had ereiled their temporary Habitation^ 
andjhewn whatever might engage his Curiojity. — 
After feveral Hours Stay he departs y pleafed with his 
Reception^ and takes his Retinue with him to the back 
Part of the Ifland. 



A 



T day-break the King's fon, accompanied by Friday 15. 
one of his uncles, launched their canoe and went ofF 
to the fhip ; Mr. Barker alfo got off with the jolly- 
boat ; the pinnace wanting fome little repairs, could 
not be fent till about an hour after ; they both re- 
turned about noon, bringing with them fome rice 
and other (lores, and were going to make a fecond 
trip, but put back on feeing a nuniber of canoes ap- 
proaching the harbour, and our people were inform- 
ed that the King was coming. — rSoon after feveral ca- 
noes appeared round the point at the entrance of the 
harbour, and then lay to ; the King's canoe having 
ftopped whilft he was giving orders to another fquad- 
ron of canoes (that were armed, and formed his rear) 
to detach themfelves to the back of the ifland.— The 

F z King'? 
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1783. King*s canoe then came forward between four 
other?, two on each fide of it, the rowers of which 
fplaflied the water about with their paddles, and flou- 
» riflicd them over their heads in a very dexterous 
manner ; and as the King pafied, the firft canoes that 
had lain to clored his train, and followed him into the 
cove, founding:; their conch flitUs. When they had 
come in as far as the tide would permit, it wasfigni- 
fied to Captain WHjlu that he fiiould go out and meet 
the King ; on which two of his own men took him 
up in their arms and car; icd hini through the (hal- 
low water to the canoe, where the King was fitting 
on a ftage built in the middle of it. He dcfired Cap- 
tain WHjln to come ii\to the canoe, which he did, and 
embraced him, infortning him, through the interpre- 
ters, that he and his friends were EngliJJomen^ who 
had unfortunately loft their fhip, but having faved 
• their lives by landing on his territory, fupplicated his 
permifHon to build a veffel to convey them back to 
their own country. 

After a little paufe, and fpeaking with a Chief in 
a canoe next tp him f who we after learnt was the 
Chief Minifler) he replied, in the moft courteous 
manner, that he was welcome to build, either at the 
place where he then was, or at his own ifland ; told 
Captain Wi^fon^ that the ifland he was then on was 
thought to be unhealthy j that he feared his people 
might be fickly if they ftayed on it before another 
■wind fet in, which he faid \vould be in two ntoons ; 

and 



^Abba Thullb Kims of I^i^mw. 






r |)' •. •i\ ' 



' I 






■ (led by the in^ .• ' 



) 



..i». 



- i t 



' \» 






r . < 



• »« • 1* ' 



.-•l. 



.^i^ 



« t 

*'. .. 1 



■1 



lUfli »• \'\ 



u 






• I 



I ; 






• • • J * 



1 > 






t « 1 

'1 

1 . • » • 

• • .; . . 1 .-. . , •• 

^% • • • 

' , ,. , . . ., 



». 



J 



• *4 



.'. .A 



• F" 



. !• 



I • 



. • :> 



4 



I . 



: I 



^A J lliV> «.AV,riU 



^ U^ lj[I«.ti«^ 



.1 li\-n, a ciicumftance which much iUi 

prized 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. ^ S5 

and that he might poffibly be molelled by the inha- i7^3- 
bitants of fome of the neighbouring iflands, who were 
at that time at war with him. 

Captain Wilfon expreffed his acknowledgments for 
the condefcenfion, the care, and goodnefs which the 
King had teftified toward him and his people ; in- 
forming him at the fame time, that as the ifland he 
was then on was far nearer to the wreck, from whence 
he had already got fome ftores on fliore, and hoped 
ftill to get more, it would take much more time 
ihould he remove them farther ; therefore he would, 
with his permiffion, prefer remaining where h^ was, 
as his people could fear no enemies whilfl they enjoy- 
ed his proteftion and friendfliip : — that he had a per- 
fon with him very fkilful in curing ficknefs, which 
made him very eafy on that account ; but in cafe any 
of his people, during their flay there, fhould happen 
to fall ill, he would then avail himfelf of his goodnefs, 
and convey them for recovery to the better air of his 
own ifland. With this anfwer the King feemed to 
be pleafed and fatisfied. Captain Wilfon then made 
him a prefent of a fcarlet coat \ and, after fome dif- 
courfe, he made figns to go on fliore \ the men again 
took the Captain up, as before, whilfl the King fl:ep- 
, ped into the water,. and waded to land. 

The King was perfefdy naked, nor had he any 
bone on his wrifl;, or any ornament of diflin£lion. 
He bore a hatchet on his fhotilder, the head of which 
was made of iron, a circumflance which much fur- 
prized 
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> 783- prized our people, as all the other hatchets they had 
' feenwereofftiell; the handle being formed in a fharp 
angle, ftuck clofe to the fhpulder, lying before and 
behind, and wanted no tying to keep it fteady in 
walking. The King, on landing, looked about with 
the fame kind of caution as his brothers, and thofe 
who came with them, had before done, on their firft 
vifit. Raa Kook met him on the fhore, and, as he 
declined going into the tents, the Englijh fpread a 
fail for him to fit on, which he did, and clearly took 
and under flood it as a mark of refpeft ; the Chief 
Minijier placing himfelf oppofite to him, at the ex- 
tremity of the canvafs, whilft his two brothers, Raa 
Kook and Arra Kooker, fat on each fide, at the extent 
alfo of the fail, forming, when thus arranged, a 
fquare. The principal chiefs and officers of ftate 
who accompanied him, feated themfelves near ; and 
behind thefe chiefs the large retinue of his own peo- 
ple, which filled his train, being about three hundred, 
formed a circle, not (landing but fquatting, in a pofi- 
tion ready to rife up in an inftant. — Some tea was 
made,' and offered him ; he drank one cup, but did 
not feem to relifh it. After fitting a little while, he 
was prefented with a remnant of fcarlet cloth, and 
half a piece of longrcloth ; and alfo had fome rib- 
bands of different colours given to him, to diftribute 
among his attendants ; which he did immediately, 
and they, on receiving them, rolled them up very 
handily, lor they had all been unrolled before to dry. 

During 
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During the time that they were rolling up the rib- ly^s- 
bands, our people obferved, by the geftures and 
looks of the natives, that each Chief fixed his at- 
tention upon fome particular perfon; this at the 
time alarmed them, apprehending that the indivi- 
dual each Chief had particularly noticed, was fin- 
gled out as his devoted prifoner; but they foon 
afterwards found the meaning to be quite contrary, 
and that the individual fo feleSed was to be that ' 
Chief's particular friend or gueft. — Captain Wilfon 
then introduced-his Chief Mate to the King, as the 
firft officer under him, whom Abba Thulle iHled the 
• Kickaray Rupack^ conceiving at that time that 
Captain Wilfon was himfelf a prince of fome coun- 
try ; but being afterwards informed by the Malay y 
that he ferved under a far greater power at home, 
and was no fovereign, but a Captain^ he feized the 
diftinftion inflantly, and ever after addrefled him by 
the appellation of Captain^ and his Chief Mate, by 
that of Kickaray Captain, as fecond in command* 
The refl of the officers were next introduced, and 
Mr. Sharpy the furgeon, was pointed out as the gen- * 
tleman of whom he had fpoken when in the King's 
canoe, who cured the difeafes which any of his people 
were afflifted with, at which the King feemed won- 
derfully furprized, and kept his eyes fixed on him* 
Laftly, all the private men were introduced in their 

turns, alfo* After prefenting the officers, &c. the 

* JGciaray means Zf///r. — See the annexed Vocabulary. 

King 
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^ 783- King enquired for the mark of Captain Wil/on's rank 
or dignity as Chief, who was at a lofs how to ^nfwer ; 
but recollefting that a ring was an ornamental mark 
of diftindlion, told him fo, and Mr. Benger^ the Firft 
Mate, having faved his, gave* it to Captain Wilfon^ 
who put it on ; they appeared pleafed with the idea 
that it was a kind of ornament which had a fimilarity 
of meaning to their own. 

During the time that this bufinefs was tranfa&ingjj 
Raa Kook was converfing with the King upon every 
tiling he had feqn and obferved during his flay with 
our people ; this his countenance and geftures fully 
demonftrated, and they plainly noticed his defcrip- 
tion of their fire-arms, and exercife, which the 
King feemed eagerly to attend to, and then expreffed 
a wiih to fee them himfelf ; which Captain Wilfon 
faid fliould be done immediately. 

He ordered every man to be under arms, and 
' drawTi up on the beach (the tide then being low) 
before the King, Who was placed v/ith all his retinue 
juft above the flow of the water, and that they fliould 
be exercifed by the Chief Mate, that he might not 
abfent himfdf from the King ; they, without lofs 
of time, prepared themfelves, marched on the (hore 
in the King^s prefence, and fired three vollies in dif- 
ferent pofitions. — The furprize of the natives, their 
hooting, hallooing, jumping, and chattering, pro- 
duced a noife almoft equal to the report of the muf- 
quets. Though this exhibition was made at fome 

expencc 
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expence of their powder, yet our people having for- * 753- 
tunately faved all they had on board, it was judged 
prudent on this occafion to let the natives witnefs 
fome difplay of the effetl: of their arms, that they 
might be imprefled at the firft fight of them with aa 
enlarged idea of the power and ftrength of the Eng* 
lifh\ and the more fo as they had perceived, the 
preceding night, how much higher they had rifen in 
the eftimation of the King's brothers, by the mere 
exhibition of their mufquetry, and giving an expla- 
nation of their ufe. 

After this, one of the fowls that had been faved 
among the little live flock from the Antelope^ was 
purpofely driven acrofs the cove, where Mr. Benger 
was pi:epared with a fowling-piece, loaded with fhot, 
which he fired at the bird, to let the King fee the ef- 
fed of their mufquets ; the bird inftantly dropped, 
having its wing and leg broken ; fome of the natives 
ran to it, took it up, and carried it to the King, who 
exajnined it with great attention, unable to compre- 
hend how it could be wounded, not having feen any 
thing pafs out of the gun. This created a vaft mur- . 
mur and furprize amongft them. 

Raa Kook expreflfed much impatience to (hew the 
King whatever had imprefled his own mind, and 
taking his brother by the hand, led him to a grind- 
ftone, which was placed behind one of the tents, 
and fixed on a block. He put it in motion, which 
(having been (hewn the method), he had frequently 

done 
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» 7^3; done before ; the King remained fixed in aftonifii- 
nient at the rapidity of its motion, and at the ex- 
planation of the General, that it would immediately 
fharpen and polifh iron. Captain Wilfon ordered a 

• 

hatchet to be brought, and ground, that they might 
more resldily perceive its operation. Raa Kook eagerly 
laid hold of the handle of the ftone, and began 
turning it, appearing highly delighted himfelf to let 
his brother fee how well he underftood it ; he having 
the preceding day amufed himfelf for fome hours 
with this novelty, and had fiiarpened fcveral pieces 
of iron, which he had picked up about the tents. 
Thecircumftances which moft in this fight bewildered 
all their ideas, were, how the fparks of fire could 
come, and how a ftone, fo well wetted, became fo 
foon dr)% 

The King then vifited the different tents, and en- 
quired about every thing he faw ; all was novelty, 
and of courfe interefted his attention. IVhen he goc 
to the tent where the Chinefe men were, Raa Kook^ 
whofe retentive mind never loft a fingle trace of any 
thing he had been informed of during his ftay among 
them, acquainted the King, that thefe were a people 
quite different from the Englijhy and that they were 
Ch'ma-men^ a word he had readily caught. — He begg- 
ed one of them would allow the King to examine his 
head, noticing* the long fingle-braided lock of hair 
hanging almoft down to the calves of their legs. 

The 
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The King gave great attention to all that the Ge- 1 783- 
neral faid, and feemed to be making many enquiries 
of him ; by Raa Kook's geftures it was evident that 
he was conveying to his brother an idea that there 
were many diflerent nations in different parts of the 
world, fome of which were called French j with whom 
the Englijh themfelvcs were then at war (this our 
people, in their many hours of converfation, had 
told the General of\ He alfo informed him that the 
Cbina-men were a different kind of men to the Eng^ 
lijh, an idea which he had himfelf conceived, front 
obferving that the night before, when the Englijh turn- 
ed out their night-watch for the firfl time, the Chinefe 
had no mufquets, but only boarding-pikes, and 
having enquired the caufe, was told that they were 
not ufed to fight with guns as the Englijh were, which 
induced him to hold them cheap. 

When the King heard his brother difcourfing-about 
a variety of nations difperfed through the world, who 
all fpoke differently, and had before him an example 
in the Chinefe^ who did not fpeak in the fame tongue 
as the Englijh^ he appeared inftantly thoughtful and 
ferious, a« if ft ruck with conceptions that had never 
cpofled his mind before. He remained awhile pen- 
five and bewildered ; and this circumflance imprelTed 
on every one, at the time, an idea, which will pof- 
fibly now as forcibly imprefs the reader, that there 
was everyxaufe to fuppofe there had never been a 
communication between thefe people and any other 

nation ; 
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1783- nation; that they and their anceftry, through a line 
of ages too remote for human conjefture to fix a 
date, might have lived as fovercigns of the world, 
unconfcious that it extended beyond the horizon that 
bounded them ; unconfcious alfo that there were 
any more inhabitants in it than themfelves ; and in 
this cafe, what might not be the fentiments that 
might burft on a mind thus fuddenly awakened to a 
new and a more enlarged notion of nature and man- 
kind ! * 

As the King was going toward our tents, of which 
there were three, with a centry Rationed at each, the 
day being fine, and the fun in full power, he noticed 
the bright glitter of the bayonet ; it of courfe afto- 
nifhed him, who had never feen any poliflied body, 
or the aftion of light on it* He ftepped haftily to 
the centinel and wifhed to feel it, offering to take it 
out of the man*s hand, who thereupon drew back ; 
Captain Wilfon then explained to him, that no Eng- 
iijh centinel would, or dared fuffer any one to touch 
his arms.— Upon this the King feemed fatisfied, and 
went on to view other things in and about the cove. 
Raa Kook would now fhow his brother the kitchen 
which was in the hollow of a rock, a little above the 

* It 1*3 not improbable but that, from feeing the Mday^ fome 
notipn of this kind might have been awakened before ; but now, 
having before him a'people of a different colour^ and hearing of a va- 
riety of nations who were of \\ytfdm: complexion, the impreflioa 
. VFould naturally operate on his mind with redoubled ftrcnTth. 

COVf. 
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core. It was the time when the cook was preparing 1783. 
dinner ; the implements which furniflied the kitchen 
were fcanty indeed, and could in no other place but 
this have attrafted any one's attention ; but here an 
iron pot, a tea-kettle, a tin faucepan, with a poker, a 
pair of tongs, and frying-pan, became, from their pe- 
culiar fituation of fufEcient confcquence to excite 
admiration -, nor were the bellows now forgotten by 
the General (of v;hich fomc mention has before been 
made;, who taking them up, as he explained their 
ufe to the King, feemed ambilious to let his bro- 
ther fee what an adept he was, and began to blow 
the fire. The bald cook, who v/as always clofc fhavcd, 
and never wore any thing on his head, and was be- 
fide a little meagre fellow, was alfo pointed out by 
him for the King's notice j for the General's vein 
of humour, as well as his wifli of information, made 
him attentive even to the moft trivial ^circumflances. 

He was alfo taken to fee the two dogs, which he 
was ftruck and delighted with in full as great a de- 
gree as his brother Arra Kooker had been before. 
But thefe animals, ^hofe novelty equally impreffed 
all the natives, excited them to takefo much pleafure 
in making them bark, that our people were after 
fome time compelled to confine them out of fight. 

Near to the kitchen was another hollow rock, 
where were fufpended the hams which had been 
iaved ffom the fliip, qnder which fires had been 

ni^de. 



64 ANACCOUNTOF 

1785. made, in order to fmoke-dry them for future fea- 
^^^ ' ftore. Raa Kook was now fo familiarized to our 
people's methods, that he informed the King this 
was fome of their provifion ; he wiflied that one of 
them fliould be oiler ed his brother, which was im- 
mediately prefentcd, and accepted, as was alfo a live 
goofe ; four or five (the remains of the live flock) 
juft at that moment waddling in fight. 

The King being now retuined to his former feft, 
informed Captain Wilfon that he intended to go and 
fleep at the back of the ifland ; and prefently a loud 
fhriek was given by one of the King's officers, who 
wore a thin narrow bone on his wrift, which was 
afterwards known to be an Order much inferior to 
what we have fpoken of before. This, at the mo- 
ment it was heard, threw our people into fome 
niarm, but the caufe of it was immediately evident, 
for all the King's attendants, who it was conceived 
^ amounted at lead to three hundred, though all dif- 
ferently difperfed, and engaged in looking about at 
every thing that attraded them, as if inftantaneoufly 
mqved by the fliriek, might be faid to have rather 
darted than to have ran to their canoes. It was a 
fignal obeyed more fuddenly than could have been 
conceived, and no word of command was ever exe^ 
cuted with more promptitude. The King departed, 
in appearance well plcafed with Ijis vifit, and fatit 
fied with what he had fcen. 

It 
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It hath been faid, in the beginning of this chap^ 17^5- 
ter, that the canoes which preceded the King, were 
flopped a little before entering the cove, by his 
giving orders to the fquadron of thofe which were 
armed to detach themfelves, and go to the back of 
the ifland ; part of this manoeuvre was vifible from 
the fliore, and the reft was obtained by intelligence 
from fome of our people who had been fent over 
land to the watering-place, which lay at the back of 
the ifland, and who happened to be on the fpot when 
the armed canoes arrived, which fo alarmed them, 
that they came with all poffible fpeed to give infor- 
mation of it. But the King being then with the 
Englijhy they were perfectly eafy, knowing that thefe 
canoes muft be part of his retinue. The King being 
then at war, would not choofe, in vifiting our peo- 
ple, to expofe himfelf to any infult from his enemies, 
the paffage from Pelew to this ifland being about 
feven leagues ; and coming with all the fentlments 
of friendfhip, he judged it indelicate to alarm thqfe 
who had fought his proteftion, by the formidable . 
appearance of fuch numbers as accompanied him. 

The King's fon and Raa Kook, flayed with the 
Englijbj having canoes and about twenty people re- 
maining with them ; they flept in two tents by them- 
felves, our people lying in the tent where their ^rms 
and flores were, two tents having been creeled, for 
the accommodation of the King and his retinue. One 

was 
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17^3- was prepared for the King before he came, and the 



Augiift. 



other raifed clofj to it, for his attendants, after his 
arrival, when they faw the number of them. In 
the tent intended for the King, was Raa Kooky the 
King's fon, and fcveral Chiefs ; Captain Wtlfon re- 
mained with them after the guard was fet, and cen- 
tinels placed, to fhew them refped, as well as to teftify 
the confidence he placed in them. Soon after which 
the following circumftance happened, which occa- 
lioncd much alarm. 

After the guard was fet, and the centinels placed, 
our people were going to reft, when, on a fudden 
the natives began a fong, the fhrillnefs and manner 
of which made them think it was their war- hoop, or 
the fignal for the King and his party from the back 
of the iiland to come upon them ; the Englijh in- 
ftantly took to their arms, and MeflTrs. Barker and 
Sharp ran to the tent where Captain Wilfon was, to 
fee if he was fafe ; judging, that if any harm was 
intended, the natives would fecufe him, who was 
alone with them. — Seeing him f^fe and quiet, they 
informed him of the apprehenfioi>s of our people, 
who were all under arms 5 he r^quefted Mr. Barker 
to return immediately to them, and defire them to 
make no (hew of being alarmed, but to keep upon 
their guard until they fliould find what the meaning 
of this might be, adding, that he would come to 
ihefti as foon as he could do it without being no- 
ticed, 
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ikrcd ; he requefted Mr. Sharp to fit down by the 17^3- 
King's fon, and enter into fome converfation with 
Urn, by figns, whilil he went himfelf to their tent^ 
where he found the people under arms ; after a little 
deliberation on what this noife might mean, it wa$ 
thought bed to difcover no appearaace of uneafinefs^ 
bjut to remain quiet in the tent, with arms ready by 
them, and that he would return to the natives, and 
wait the event ; when he was fooi> delivered from 
every anxiety, by finding that they were only tuning 
their voices, in order to begin a fong ; which as foon 
as they had in their manner properly pitch^. Raa 
Kooi gave out a line, ' or ftave, which was taken up 
by another Rupack, feated at a little diftance, who 
fang a verfe, accompanied by the refl: of the natives 
prefent, except himfelf and the Prince. The lail 
line they fung twice over, which was taken up by 
the natives ixf, the next tent, in chorus ; Raa Kooi 
then gave out another line, which was fui^g in the 
fame manner j and this continued for ten or twelve 
verfes. They talked at times between the verfes, as 
if fetting fome of the fingers right who had not been 
properly in tune. Their fong ended, they requeft- 
ed to hear fome Englijh fongs, which was readily 
complied with *, and fcveral fongs were fung by one 

• Our fongs were fca fongs, and of battles ; and the King 
wras fo pleafed at the account he afterwards heard of them, that 
whenever he met the young lad CoWedickf who fang them, he 
Would flop him, and make him fing one or two fongs, 

G of 
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17S3. of our people, with which they were exceedingly 
pleafed. This put an agreeable end to every s^pre- 
henfion, as the Englifh were now convinced their 
fole intent was to amufe them. The natives went 
(juietly to fleep, foon after this, but there were few 
of the Eri'^lijh able to compofe themfelves this night ; 
the alarm had awakened too many fufpicious ide^, 
tp allow their minds to be fpeedily compofed. - 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VII. '7'3. 

A Coolnefs arifcs on the Part of the Natives^ which 
much alarms the Englifh. — This cleared up^ and 
Friendjhip rejlored. — The King requejls jive of 
Captain Wilfon's Men to attend him to a War he 
was going to make againji a neighbouring I/land."^ 
This is ajfented to^ and he departs with the Men.^^ 
The Englifh plan their intended Vejfel^form a Dock 
Tardy unanimoujly choofe Captain Wilfon to be their 
Commander y and each engages in the Department he 
is nominated tOy in order to ajfiji the Con/iruSlion of 
their future V^Jf^l- — ^TA^ jirji Sunday after the 
Shipwreck duly commemorated. \ 



\ 



A 



S all our countrymen's future hopes depended Saturday 
on their being able to build a fhip with the few tools 
that had been faved from the Antelope^ fo, being in 
expectation of the King's arrival, and well aware 
how much thefe implements might be coveted by 
the natives, and the difficulties they might be re^ 
duced to, either to deprive themfelves of the ufe of 
them, or rilk the difpleafure of their new friends, 
by refufing their folicitations, it was thought expe- 
dient to fecrete them from the public view ; a con- 
venient place was found in a rock, and the tools 
concealed } ancl it was happily eSefted before the 

G 2 King 
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1783. King arrived, by which our people were relieved 
from thofe difficulties they would otherwife have 
teen under. 

Tlie morning being fine and calm, our people 
launched their boats, in order to go off to the (hip, 
but miffed the jolly-boat's rudder, which h?i4 been 
flolen for the fake of the iron. Thofe on (hore 
were employed in getting ready the blocks ?ind 
Tvays, in order to lay down the intended veffel. They 
had already got a pi^ece of wood for a ftem, and 
another for a ftern-poft. About ten o'clock the 
Chief Mini/ler came oyer land, from the back of 
the ifland, which did not exceed the diftance of half 
a mile from the cove, and after looking for fome 
time at the operations then beginning, be took 
Captain Wilfon by the band, and led him to the 
tent where the arms were kept ; after viewing wifli- 
fuUy a cutlafs, \\t ^iked hiin fof it. In the ps^rticu^ 
lar fituation in which our people ftood, Captain 
Wilfon thought a refufal might be imprudent, parti- 
cularly to a Chief pf bis rank, ^nd therefore judged 
it wifer to make a virtue of neceffity. But, on 
coming out pf the tent, Raa Kook faw it in his 
hand, feemed difpleafed, and made him return it. 

The Malay fpme tjme after coming pn ihore from 
a canoe, faid there was bad news ; that he had 
heard " that a cutlafs had been given to one who 
^* was almcft a fti anger, whilft the King's brothers, 
f^ who had been with the Englijh all the time on 

** the 
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" the ifland, had never had any thing of fuch con- '^^s- 
^' fequence given them, and that they muft make 
" them fome pfefents." On thi^ hint Captain 
Wil/on offered each of the King's brothers a remnant 
of cloth, which they both received very cooly ; he 
prefented them afterwards with white long cloth and 
fome ribbands^ but (tilt not a fmile appeated on their 
faces ; by which the Captain perceived that this was 
not what they wanted.— The event diftreffed our 
people much ; they had doubts whether thi^ appa- 
rent coolilefs might arife ftom their having given 
the cutlafs to the Chief Minijier^ or whether they 
had been put out of humour at the indelicacy of 
this perfon, in having imprudently laid the EngliJIi 
under the neceffity of gratifying him in a requeft, 
which) fituated as they were, they muft have been 
tinder difficulties to refufe* 

In the aftemoion the Malay informed Captain 
Wil/on^ that the King was come round into the bay, 
being on his return to Pelewy and if he wanted to 
take leave of him he muft go off to his canoe. 
The Captsfiii accordingly went in the jolly-boat, 
having with him Tom Rofe his linguift, and four 
other men. The meeting Was, to his great fur- 
prize, very cool on the King's part, of couffe re- 
ferved on that of his own, far unlike, indeed, that 
Bndifguifed openncfs which marked the interview 
of the preceding day. — And I doubt not but by 
this time the reader will have fhared a portion of 

that 
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1785. that concern, fof his unfortuijate coxintrytnen, which 
"*^ ' was awakened in their bofoms by this uixexpeded 
^Iteration in the behayiout. of the natives. What 
will he think of the hearts of thefe yet unknown in- 
habitants of Pelew? — He will have already loaded 
them with reproach^ and JMdged, too hardly judged 
them to be an inconfiftent, faithlefs p>eople, on whom 
no reliance could be placed^ whpm no pix>fieffiQn 
could bind.—- 'Hfs imagination may have darted a 
multitude erf" conjeftures, yet at laft will prqbably 
fbppofe any thing fooner than the real caufe which 
fpread this vifible dejection over their true charac- 
ter. — ^Never perhaps was exhibited a nobler ftrugglc 
of native delicacy ; their hearts burnt within them 
to aflc a favour, which the eenerofity of their feel- 
mgs Vould not allow them' to mention.— The Eng^ 
lijh had been and ftill were in their pow&r ; they had 
{ought their proteflica as unfortunate ftrangers. — 
The natives had already fhewn them, and ftill meant 
to (hew them, every mark of hofpitality which 
their naked, unproduclive country could afford.— 
They conceived that what they wiftied to aflc, as it 
might prove a Temporary inconvenience, would look 
ungenerous; and that which moft checked their 
fpeaking was, that, circumftanced as the Englifh 
were with refpefl: to them, a requeft would have the 
appearance of a command; an idea this, which 
fhockcd their fenfibility. — ^I'he matter they laboured 
with was, in their opinions, of the higheft imagina- 
ble 
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Wc confequence to them. The King had probably 1783- 
talked it over with his brothers the preceding day, ' 
had deliberated on it in the evening at the back of 
the ifland» and came to the cove this day determin* 
ed to propofe it, but when there, wanted refolutiop 
to make it known ; yet the object being fo impor- 
tant, he felt unwilling to leave it in filence, and 
perhaps conceived that he could better . difclofe it 
from his canoe^ than when furrounded by fo many 
Englijb* — ^After much apparent ftruggle in the King's 
nund, the requeft with great difEculty was at lall 
vaaAci and proved to be this > — that the King being 
in a few days going to battle againft an ifland th^t 
had done hiin an injury, he wiflied Csiptain WU/qh 
would permit four or five of his men to accompany 
him to wat with their mufquets. Captain Wilfon 
inftantly replied, that the Englijh were as his own 
people, and that the enemies of the King were their 
enemies. — 'The interpreter certainly very well tranf- 
iated this declaration, for in an inftjant every coun- 
tenance5 which was before overfhadowed, became 
brightened and gay* The King faid he Ihduld want 
the men in five days, by which time his own people 
would be prepared for battle^ and that he would 
take them down to Pelew with him the next dav* 
Thus was harmony reftored between our people and 
the natives ; interrupted only for a few hours, from 
no other caufe than that extreme delicacy of fenti- 

mcnt 
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<78j. ment which no one would have expefted to hav^ 
"*" ' found in regions fo disjoined from the reft of the 
world. 

The converfatioh being at an end, CaptaiH Wilfon 
taking leave returned to acquaint the officers and 
people on fhore with what had pafTed at this confer 
fence, which he hoped would meet with their aps-^ 
probation. All united in faying that he had a£ted 
with great propriety, and feemed happy to find that 
they wefe again on the fame good footing with the 
natives; therefore, that the King migbc fee they 
were ready, and wanted no preparation, the Captain 
went off once more to inform him, that the men 
would ble at his orders whenever he pleafed. This 
promptitude pleafed him much, ai&d he in a very 
diftind pointed manner told Captain Wilfon that be 
was his brother Rupack^ and that he (hould regserd 
the Engti/h officers and people as his own people ^ 
and that the Captain muft fend his brother, Mr. M. 
Wilfon^ again ta Pelewy to fee what things were there 
for Englijhmen to eat^^ that they might be fent them ; 
adding, that he would order fome of his carpenters 
to come and affift them in building their veffel ; but 
this offer the Captain declined : and having finifhed 
what he had to fay, he then departed with hrs at- 
tendants to the back of the ifland, notifying that he 
fhould return for the men the next morning.' Cap* 
t^ain Wil/ofiy as before, informed his officers and men 

of 
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of all that had pafTed with the king. — ^In the after- 1785. 
noon the ways were laid 3 the keel, ftem, and ftern- "^ 
pod fquared, as alfo fome of the floor-timbefsi 

The King came in the forenoon of the following Sunday^ 
day for the men he had been promifed ; Captain ' ^* 
Wilfon^ on offering to make one of the number, was 
/efufed by his own people, who declared that he 
muft not expofe himfelf, as all their fafeties depend* 
ed on him* Evety one of the Englijh expreiTed n 
readmefs to go, but the five following being young 
men, and requeuing their comrades with particu- 
lar, eameftnefs to be the firfl: upon the lift, were 
thofe who were appointed, viz. Mr* Cumming^ the 
third mate, Nicholas Tyacke^ James Bluett^ Madan 
Blanchardi and Thomas Dulton ; they alfo took with 
them Tom Rofe as their interpreter ; the King and 
the Chiefs taking each one of them in their canoes ; 
our men being dreffed in blue jackets, cocked hats, 
%ith light blue cockades, and properly prepared 
with arms and ammunition. The King made but a 
ihort ftay 3 he faid he (hould leave four of his own 
men with our people, that they were fuch as might 
be trufted, that the expedition would be over in four 
days, and that all imaginable care fhould be taken 
of the men whom he carried away. He went away 
in great friendfhip, fhaking all the Englijh by tl>c 
hand. Our people accompanied their companions, 
when they departed, to the water edge, and as they 

moved 
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>7^i- moved from the fhore in the cove, gave them three 
cheers, the firft of which was only returned by the 
Englijh ; but the linguifl: giving Abba ThjuUe to un- 
deri^and that this acclamation was ufed by the 
Englijh as a farewel, and wifli of fuccefs, the King 
made all his men (land up in their canoes and return 
the fecond and third. 

As foon as the natives were gone, the boats were 
Tent to the wreck, but our people did not think it fafe 
to go on board) as they percdved two canoes there 
df a larger conftrudion, and fevefal fmaller ones in 
fight, which they fuppofed to come from the iiland 
which was then at war with the King j our boats 
t^rere therefore obliged, very reluftantly, to return 
empty. During this day out people felled feveral 
trees for a ftem, the one they before had proving 
rotten in the middle ; ^nd their prefent leifure, ad- 
ded to the little profpeft of being interrupted by the 
natives for fome days, induced them to embrace this 
opportunity to form the plan of their intended veffel. 
Mr. Barker^ the fecond officer, who had, in the ear- 
lier part of life, been conVerfant in the bufmefs of a 
dock-yard, affifted Captain Wilfon and the carpenters 
in defigning the VelTel, which was now determined 
(hould be a Schooner, as eafier worked. The plan 
was {hewn to every body, and approved by all. The 
petty officers and common men confidering, that to 
purfue this interelling bufmefs, every individual muft 

do 
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do his part, and all concur in becoming obedient to .'78> 
the command of onefuperiory who fhould conduQ 
and regulate the whole operation, the affe^ion each 
had born to their Captain, and (till bore him, though 
misfortune had fevered the tie between them, made 
them unanimoufly requeft Captain Wilfon to be that 
mfuperior^ and that he would take the command 
upon him, faithfully promiling that they would, in 
all things, implicitly obey his orders, equally as when 
the Antelope was on float * ; that (he now being a 
wreck, they would form themfelves as a people of a 
dock-yard, and would cc^nfider Captain Wilfon f whofe 
former conduct they faid they (hould ever remember 
with the warmeft aifedion) as the mailer, or mana^ 
get of the yard, and fubmit to fuch laws and regu-< 
tations as ufually govern places of that kind. No* 
thing could more aiFeft the fenfibility of fuch a cha- * 
rafter as Captain Wilforfs^ than to fee all thofe who 
had ferved under him, voluntarily again feek him as 
their Commander, to fhare ftill far feverer toils^ 
With a degree of joy, only exceeded by his gratitude, 
he accepted the flattering diftinftion their generofity 
offered him, exprefling at the fame time an earned: 
wiih, that in cafe any cenfure or punifliment ftiould 

• A« every reader may not be acquainted with iTiarltime pro- 
ceedings, to fucK it will not be improper to remark, that when z 
A^CFchant-fhip is wrecked, all authority immediately ceafes, and 
<^er/ individual is at full liberty to (hi ft for himfclf. 

hereafter 
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17^5; herejtfter be found neceffary to be paffed on any liw 
dividual, that this nnpleafant office might not reft 
with him, but be decided by the majority of voices. 
This alfo was aflented to, and all joined iri acknow- 
ledgments to Mr. Barker^ whofe afliftance had been 
fo eflential in forming the plan of the veiTel, which 
their own carpemtrs, however stllrdiroirs and ready, 
would not have been equal to. The circumftancc 
of the Antelope being fixed, and ftiTck to the coral 
reef, by the rock having pierced through her bottom, 
gave all our people the ntoft flattering h6pe, that 
many ufeful and valuable materialls for the purpofe 
of the new veffel might yet be faved from her, be- 
fore any returning hard gales fliould diite her to 
pieces* The fpirits of all our people were renovat- 
ed, nothing prefehted itfelf to them but the ftfture 
veffel which was to convey them home ; defpondency 
was chaced from every mind, and each of the Englijh 
being appointed to his diftinft fiation by their new 
matter, having dug up the tools which had been bu- 
ried previoufly to the King's vifit, as before mention- 
ed, they all went to work with the iftnioft alacrity ; 
each determined funflcilled however he might be) Co 
exert his abilities and perfonal fttength to promote 
and aid the general plan. — ^I'hofe who were appoint- 
ed of the carpenter's crew were defired by Captain 
Wil/on to regard Mr. Barker as their direftor, and 
to receive from him fuch appointments and direc- 
tions 
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dons in that department, as he ihould judge mofl 4783, 
convenient, after he had experienced their feparat^ ^ 
abilitie§. Mr. Sharps the furgeon, and Mr. M- WHf 
Jon, were appointed to faw down trees, in which 
employment the Captain often worked himfelf^ The 
boatfwain, who had formerly ferved part of an apr 
prenticelhip to a blapkfmith, now refumed his old 
avocation, affifted by a mate. The gunner was to 
fee all the arms kept in good order, and occafionally 
to affift the carpenter's crew, The Chinefe were emr 
ployed as labourers, tp bring tjie trees, when felledf 
out of the wood ; to provide water for prefent ufe, 
and fea flore ; and two of them appointed to wafh 
the linen, yvhich though only rinfed in fait water, 
was a great refrefhment to our people at the clofe of 
a fultry day, and after fuch feverity of bodily toil 
as few of them before h^d ever experienced^ 

Notwithftanding the above diftribution, they occa* 
fipnally changed their employments as circumftances 
arofe. The getting things out of the Ihip at the 
time (he ftruck, as well as the inattention every one 
had to himfelf in that calamitous moment, as alfo the 
frequent vifiting and getting materials from her 
after, had expofed many of our people to great 
bruifes and wounds, on which account Mr. Sharp 
was occafionally taken off from his new employment * 
of fawing trees, to his more natural one of admi- 
mftering relief to thpfe who ftqod in need of it. 

All 
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»7^3- All arrangements being now fettled, each went to 
his new department, and worked till dark, at which 
time all were fummoned to the great tent, where 
Captain Wilfon read prayers ; it being the requeft of 
every one to join in paying unitedly their thankf- 
givings to that Supreme Being who had not only fo 
providentially preferved them, but whofe goodnefs 
now relieved their drooping fpirits, by fpreading 
before them a hope of their being once more reftor- 
ed to their country and families. Each bringing 
with him ^ mind impreflfed by thefe refle&ions, 
never were prayers more devoutly or ardently offer- 
ed up. And after they were over, . it was ordered, 
that public prayers fhould on no S^day evening be 
omitted. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

Our people continue almoji every Day to fend to the Wrecks 
and recover a great Variety of Stores. ^^They form 
a Barricade round the TCents^^'—compleat it^^^and 
coniinue their Work with the utmqfi Afftduity in the 
Dock Tard^ and in advancing the VeffeU 

j\ GREE ABLE to the regulations made the pre- Monday 
ceding d^y^ the boatfwain called all hands to their 
feparate labours, except fuch as were employed in 
the boats.-^—It was judged expedient now to form a 
barricade in front of the tents towards the fea \ this 
was done by drivuig a double row of ftrong pofts, 
interlaced with branches of trees, to form a thick 
fence^ the fpace between the two rows of flakes 
being filled with logs of wood, (tones, and fand, to 
render it as folid as poflible. On the infide was 
raifed a foot-bank, on which they could (land and 
fire, in cafe of being attacked, with an opening left' 
for one of the fix-pounders, which it was intended 
fbould be got from the fliip the firft opportunity, and 
placed there* They alfo mounted two fwivels 
(which were" large onesj on the (lumps of two trees 
that had been fawed down, in a manner fo that they 
might be pointed in every neceilary dire£lion« 

Th^ 
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1783. The boats again vifited the wreck very early, and 
"^" * returned at three o'clock in the afternoon, bring- 

Tuefday ' ^ 

19. ing two hawfers and fome boards. Some of our' 
people employed in procuring water, which was 
found to be rather a fcarce article.— The barricade 
was alfo continued.— There was this day little wind, 
the weather being overcaft, with fome loud claps of 
thunder. — One of the natives having ftolen a fmall 
hatchet, that was carried in the boat to the wreck, 
was getting off with it in his canoe ; but a mufquet 
being fired, charged only with powder, in order to 
frighten him, one of the people, whom the King 
left, went in the jolly-boat, and made him reftore it. 
Wednef- Though the morning was ihowery, the boats 
day 20. returned again to the wreck, fhofe on land em- 
ployed themfelves in carrying on the barricade on 
the fide of the land, where they were ftill available. 
The carpenters fitted the fcarfe of the ftem and 
ftern-poft. About one o'clock the jolly-boat re-* 
turned with the lower ihroud hawfer, fome plank, 
copper, and other ftores. By her our people were 
informed, that the King's fon had been on board 
the wreck, and had fixed a green branch at each 
maft-head. The EngUJh were impatient for the re- 
turn of the pinnace, and about three o'clock it ar- 
rived. Our people in the jollyrbqat had conceived, 
by the fignals put on the maft-beads, that the King*$ 
expedition againft hi§ enemies was over ; but thofe in 
the pinnace rather fuppofed them to be placed there 

eithe? 



THEPELEW ISLANDS. 83 

eithei* to deter any of the canoes of the neighbouring 1 7^3* 
iflands from coming abroad, or probably as a fignal 
vrhich might be underftood by the canoes, that ought 
to have attended the King to battk, that he was de^ 
parted, and that they fhould follow him (and this 
was afterwards found to be the cafe) ; but their in- 
terpreter being at that time gone with the expedition, 
they had nothing but their^own conjectures to truft 
to. The afternoon was employed in laying the blocks* 
for the keel ; fanving fixed upon the ground where 
the vefiel (hould be built, which was juft without the 
barricade, in frpnt of the Cove. They had much 
nun and thunder this evening. 

The boats made one trip this day, and brought a Tburfday 
good quantity of plank, and fome junk for oakum. 
They alfp difcovered a caik of Arrack belonging to 
Mr. Barker^ it was half a leaguer, and having been 
covered by. the (lores, had not been perceived when 
the reft of the liquors were ftaved. This was brought 
on (here, and given to Captain Wilfon^ to ufe at his 
difcertion ; the people were apprchenfive it would be 
ordered to be ftaved, which the Captain perceiving 
by their whifpering amongft themfelves, propofed 
it fliould be kept, and each perfon have a pint of 
grog every evening after work was over, until it 
ftiould be expended. This diftribution was approved 
by all, and the calk immediately fecured in the tent. 

All hands (the morning being fine) were hard at Frirky 
work in the dock-yard j and at ten o'clock they got 

H the 
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1 7^3' ' the keef kid on the blocks, and the ftem and iler'ti' 
poft bolted. In the afternoon the boats, which had 
departed early, returned from the wreck, bringing 
with thefti a good deal more plank, two calks of 
beef in cafk, and more than that quantity loofe, be- 
fides fome empty water-calks, which our people were 
obliged to be attentive to, in order to fecure enough 
for their future voyage, the natives having deftroyed 
feveral of them for the fake of the iron hoops.— ^ome 
little murmuring having arofe among thofe who were 
flationed to the carpenter's ^vork, the heat of the 
Weather and their new employment having terribly 
bliftered their hands, and their bodily fatigue added 
to this, had given birth to the difcontent ; in the 
evening, after fupper. Captain Wilfon toek occafion 
to notice the uncafmefs he had difcovered, and how 
blameabfe it was in thofe, who were beft able to 
labour, to exprefs fuch diffatisfaQiion, when even 
the weakeft partook of their Ihare in the general- 
toil ; and thus, by a proper and well-timed reafon« 
ing, every difquiet was fubdued, and perfeft har- 
mony and good-humour reftored.— It was propofed, 
that all Ihould drink to the fuccefs of the Reliefs 
which was the name intended to be given the veffeF 
now begun j and on this pleafant occafion the Cap- 
tain allotted every man a double allowance of grog. 
Saturday Squally weather ; yet the boats brought one of 
^' the fix-pounders on fhore. Our people were bufied 
all day about the velTcl. By fome canoes feen to- 
day. 



THt: PELEW ISLANDS. 85 

day, it wzs underftood, that the King wa$ returned 17^3- 
to Pelew from the expedition: 

Our boats, in their feveral trips, having got as Snn^j 
much plank and (lores as was judged would be fuf* ^^ 
ficient for theit prefent wants, all hands were em- 
ployed about the veflel, and in felling timber. The 
gunner, widi other afGftants, got the fix-pounder 
mounted on a carriage, and fpunged and fcaled, fit 
for fcrvice, which was then fixed in the opening of 
the barricade prepared for it, fo as to command the 
entrance of the cove, This day a fmall fpring of 
water was difcovered in the harbour. 
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178.^. them all come back in hiealth and fpirits. They re* 
* ported they had been very kindly treated ever fmcc 
their departure^ the natives behaving to them in the 
mod friendly unreferved manner. The King's bro- 
ther^ Raa Kooky came back with them. The canoes 
brought great quantities of yams ai^d cocoa7nuts, and 
the King had given to each of the men who went on 
this expedition a balket of fweetmeats, and alfo fent 
fome baikets to the Captain; this fweetmeat they 
diftributed very liberally amongft their countrymen, 
but it was not much relifhed, being found dry and 
hard, infomuch that the failors ga^v^ h th^ name of 
Choak Dog. — ^But of th^s I ihall have occafion to fpeak 
again, when I come tq defcribe the cuflpms and 
manners of the natives. 

The following wa&th^ account qur people gave of 
their expedition, which was confirmed by Mr. Cum- 
niirCs journal, who went with them. 

Having departed the 17th, they went to one of 
the King's Iflands, about fix leagues to the eaftward 
of the cove, where they were received with great 
kindnefs, and treated with much hofpitality ; after 
remaining there all night, they fet oflFthe next morn- 
ing for Pelewy the place of the King's refidence, 
which was in an ifland about three or fpur miles dif- 
tant : here they remained till the 2 1 ft, the King not 
being till then able to get together all his canoe$ ; 
however, by day-light on the 121ft, they muttered 
before the King's houfe with their arms^ which con- 

fitted 
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lifted of bamboo darts from five to eight feet long, 17^3- 
pointed with the wood of the beetle-nut .tree and 
beard ;^d ; thefe they ufe for clofe quarters, but they 
have Ihort ones for diftance, which they throw with 
a fhort ilick of about two feet long, having a notch 
cut in it to receive the point of the dart, and place 
th^ir hand at the other extremity oi the dart, which, 
being made of bamboo, is elaflic and compreifed into 
a curve, proportioned to the diftance they aim at, 
and being then fuffered to fpring, in general it comes 
down perpendicular on the objeft to which it is di»- 
reded. 

The Englijh embarked in five different canoes, 
^d went away to the eaftward about ten or twelve 
leagues, calling as they went.along at feveral of the 
King's villages to refrefl) and reinforce ; at half an 
hour paft two in the afternoon, they got in fight of 
the enemy. The King had with him now a fleet of , 
one hundred and fifty canoes, on board of which ^ 
were confiderably above one thoufand men, Of the 
enemy's forces our people could form no certainty. 
Before the adion, Raa Kook went in his canoe clofe 
to the town, and fpoke to the enemy for fome time, 
having Thomas Dulton in the boat with hjm, who had 
diredions not to fire till fuch time as the fignal agreed 
on fliould be given him. What the General faid, 
being receiyed by the enemy with great indifference, 
Raa Kook threw a fpear at them, which they almoft 
in>n;edi4tely returned : this being the fignal for fir- 
ing, 



90 ANACCOUNTOr 

1783, ng, was inftantly obeyed; a man was feen to fall 
^^" ' direftly, and this threw the enemy into great con- 
fufion. Such as were on fliore ran away, and the 
greater part of thofe in the canoes jumped into the 
water and made for land j a few more mufcets were 
fired, which difperfed the enemy intirely : and our 
friends feemed perfeQly fatisfied with their putting 
thein to flight, and in this mark of viftory, but made 
no other ufe of it than to land, ftrip fome cocoa-nut 
trees of their fruit, and carry off fonie yams and other 
provifion. After this fight, or more properly this 
attack, the fleet returned homeward, the King being 
highly pleafed with his triumph. They flopped at 
feveral places in their way, where the women brought 
out fweet liquor for the people to drink; and it 
being too far to get home that night, the fleet dif- 
perfed up feveral fmall creeks, about dght o'clock 
in the evening, where they flept. The next mom. 
ing feaflis were prepared in all the neighbouring 
houfes, and at three in the afternoon the people re- 
embarked, and fet oft' for Pelew^ where they arrived 
fafe about feven the fame evening, — Here alfo they 
found the women ready to receive them, with cocoa- 
nut fhells filled with fweet liquor. On landing, the 
Ehglijh fired a volley, and gave three cheers, with 
which the King appeared greatly pleafed. Here our 
' people flept, and were told that they muft (lay and 
reft themfelves the next day, and fet oflF for their 
ifland the day fuccceding. There was nothing but 
rejoicing and fcftivity in the town the next morning, 

and 
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ind the reft of the day was paffed with hilarity, and il^S' 
celebrated with fongs and dances made on the occa- 
fion* 

Before our people embarked, the King took them to 
his houfe, treated them with fome ftewed turtle, expref- 
fed great fatisfa^ion in their behaviour, and promif- 
ed to fend to their ifland fupplies of yams ; aiking 
them if they thought Captain Wil/on would again 
fpare him ten men to go againft the fame people, in- 
timating alfo a defign he had againft another ifland ; 
Mr. Cummin declined giving an anfwer to this quef- 
tion, faying he could undertake nothing without the 
Captain's orders. — After breakfaft the King went 
down to the water-fide with the Eng/ijhj where he 
parted with them in a very kind manner, fending two 
large canoes laden with" yams for the reft of their 
countrymen. They then paflfed over to the fmall 
ifland where they had firft landed, and walked acrofs 
it with the General, who accompanied them, and 
who ordered the canoes to go round to the other fide ; 
they were now conduced to their firft night's habi- 
tation, where their old friends received them (!f pof- 
fible) more hofpitably than before j both fexes flock- 
ing about them, and making figns to exprefs their 
knowledge of the defeat of the King's enemies. He^e 
they ftaid the night, and after a paflage this morning 
of five hours, rejoined their fliipmates, to thje mutual 
fatisiafUonofalU 

The Arrack having been found during the tim^ 
our countrymen had beea abfent, at their return 

they , 
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i^Sj* they were ferved the liquor due to them, in the pro* 
portion that it had been ufed at the tents in their 
abfence, which they invited their comrades to par* 
take of in the evenings and this, with the yams and 
cocoa-nuts they brought, made a feaft.-^Thofe who 
had been abfent were exceedingly rejoiced to fee the 
harbour aqd tents put in a ftate of defence; but, 
above all, at the progrefs in the veflel, wherein all 
the future hopes of every individual were already 
in imagination embarked. 
7uerday At day-^reak the boatfwain, as ufual, piped all 
^^' out to their feparate departments; and thofe who 
had been at che war, having depofited with the gun- 
ner thejr military weapons, moft willingly joined in 

« 

the convention which had been made in their ab* 
fence^ ^nd entered on their different talks. 

Raa Kook having informed Captain Wilfon the 
preceding night, that his brother, Abba Tbulle^ had 
given to him, for the Euglijh, the ifland he was then 
on, the name of which they bad not heard before, 
but now learnt it was called Oroolong ; after break- 
faftjCaptaln Wilfon^ in teftimony of the King's dona- 
tion, hoift^d the Britip pendant, and fired three 
vollies of fmall arms, in token of their taking pof- 
feflion of it for the Englijh, — Our people f^yingj as 
they returned in the canoes from Pelew^ that the 
natives were conftantly pointing \o the ifland, calling 
it EngUjh^ and Englijhtnen\ land, the King had feni 
his brother to make known to Captain Wilfon this 

grant 
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grant off the iflaqd, as alfo to give the Captain an i?^}' 
invitation to Pele^ : he cxcufed himfelf for the pre- 
&nt, having fo much to attend to at OrooJong ; but 
fent Mr. Bengery who had been Firl^ Mate of the 
Antelope^ and his brother, Mr. M. Wilfon^ with the 
Hnguifty Tom Rofe^ and one qf the China-men^ who 
were accompanied by the General, Raa Kaok^ to 
compliment the King upon his victory, and to pre- 
fent the refpefts qf himfelf and all his countrymen 
on the occaHon. The reafon qf Captain WilforCs 
fending one of the Chlna-men was this, that he might 
notice more- particularly the produce of the country, 
and examine if there might not be vegetables good 
to eat which the natives overlooked, or did not at- 
tend to ; he alfo gave him in charge to be very acQu- 
rate in obfeTving if they had not plants at Pelew 
ftmilar to thofe in his own country. The Cbinefc 
being all tolerable Botani/is^ and living fo much on 
vegetables, that turn a China man on any fpot, be 
would contrive to pick a meal for himfelf from it. 
The truth of this remark Captain Wilfon had expe- "* 
* rienced from Repeated voyages he had made to China ^ 
as well as from the general charafter of thofe people, 
This afternoon, ^fter feeing one of the frame tim- 
bers up, the Captain went round his new ifland in 
the jolly-boat, in order to obferve its fnores, and its 
external appearance. He found the fouth fide of it 
almoft a perpendicular rock, covered with wood, 
among whi^h he obferved abundance of the cabbage^ 

tree. 
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1783- tree, but growing in places inacceffible from the 
^ ' water.— ITie weft fide had a fair fandy beach, and 
fome level ground between the fea and the hills.— 
It was here where the well was, whence our people 
brought their water ; and many traces of antient 
plantations were found, fufficient to demonftrate 
that the illand had formerly been inhabited.— The 
northern part is a fteep rock covered with trees. 
As the boat rowed along its fide they bad often 
breezes from it, wafting a moft fweet and agreeable 
fmell. On the eaft fide was the bay and harbour, 
which lay eaft and weft ; it was judged the whole 
circumference of the ifland did not exceed three 
miles ; the coming in from the coral reef is to keep 
right for a fmall opening which feparates the ifland 
of Oroolong from an uninhabited ifland to the eaft* 
ward of it, until the bay opens, then haul up weft 
into the harbour ; the courfe before will have been 
about fouth. 
Wcdnef- The morning being fine, the jolly-boat was dif- 

*^ ^ ^' patched to the watering-place to fetch fome timbers 
for futtocks, and to haul the feine ; b^t no fifli couH 
be caught. Some hands were fent to try to procure 
fome cabbages, in which they fucceeded ; they were 
dreffed for fupper, and found to be very good. — 
Some of our people, who had been cutting timber 
at the watering-place,, inftead of coming back in 
the jolly-boat with their companions, chofe to return 
borne over land, and the evening being far advanced, 

they 
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they narrowly efcaped with their lives. — ^The jolly» i7^3* 
boat returning to the tents when it was dark, 
brought an account, that thefe men (who intend- 
ed to come over land) had fet out fome time be- 
foie the boat ; and it being then late, and no tidings 
of them, much uneafinefs was entertained on their 
account. Peofde were immediately fent out with 
lantherns to go in queft of them, who as they went 
on, every now and then hallooed.r— The voices be- 
ing heard, and known, the benighted travellers very 
prudently halted till the lights they had difcovered 
at a diftance came up with them ; and moft fortu^ 
nate it was that they did fo, for when their (hip- 
mates arrived they found tb^ti on the edge of a 
dreadful precipice, where, had they advanced a few 
ftep? further, they muft inevitably have plunged to the 
bottom. All were happy to fee them return after 
fo great an efcape. — ^This evening Arra Kooker ar- 
rived, and pafled the night with our people; he. 
brought with him all his fpirits and gaiety, and en- 
tertained them wonderfully with the pleafant de- 
fcription he gave of the late engagement, afting, 
with his accuftomed humour and gedures, the panic 
which feized the enemy the inftant they heard the 
report of the Englijh guns. 

The pinnace was fent off to the wreck to fearch Thurfday 
if no further neceffaries could be ftill recovered. — *^' 
Captain Wilfon went to the top of the hill above the 
tents, and had a fpot of ground cleared, in order 

to 
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^7834 to ufe it as a look-^ut or obfeiratoiy, to fee if a^. 

^^^^^^ fagc could be difcovered in the f eef. On examina- 
tion, it was thought that there was apparently a 
good one, right out from the weft point of the ifland. 
—It had hitherto been a great doubt among our 
people, whether a reffei of the fize theirs muft be 
(though intended to be no larger than was neceffary 
to convey' themfelves and protifions in fafety to 
China J would be^ble to find a paffage through the 
reef capable of allowing her to float over. Jrra 
Jto^i^^r left the ifland this day, and another frame 
timber was got up- — ^I'he Cb^tufe were bufied in 
wafliing the few clothes that were faved. 

Friilay The weather cloudy ; no canoes at the ifland. — 
^' The boatfwain employed in making a main-£ul for 
the veflel out of the remains of the fails that had 
been ikved. — ^The jolly-boat made three trips for 
timber toKiay, which being cut down at the back 
of the ifland and roughed off, they could eafily ma* 
nage to bring round — ^It was found that the tides- 
rofe about nine feet upon the fpring, and it was 
high-water about nine o'clock upon the full and 
change of the moon. About four P. M. Mr. Beit' 
gery Mr. Wilfon^ and the China-man, returned in a 
canoe, and foon after Raa Kook with the linguift 
in another. Mr. Bengef brought an account, that 
they Were received and treated by the King and his 
people with the moft perfeft friendfliip and hofpita- 
lity J that they were conftantly praifmg the power 

and 
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ind exploits of the Englijb^ to whom they afcribed »7^3* 

• Auguibj 

the fuccefs in the late battle ) repeating the word 

En^lees inceiTantly in their fongs, at their dances and 
rejoicings, which he faid wete not then over ; and 
that they were meditating another expedition, more 
formidable than the laft, in which they meant to 
rely on the affiftance of the inglijh. — Mr. Bengef 
faid their houfes were tolerably good, with planta- 
tions of yams and cocoa-nuts about them y that the 
foil appeared to be rich and fertile ; that they have 
neither corn,- or cattle of any kind, nor did he fee 
much fruit or produce of any great ufe or value, — 
The China-man alfo added, ** that this have very poor 
** place, and very poor people ; no got cloathsj no get 
" rice^ no got bogy no got nothings only yam, little Jijhi 
** and cocoa-^itttt ; na got nothing make trade, very little 
^ make eat.** This fellow's defcription, which t 

have given in his own words, fufficiiently flifewed that' 

• 

he viewed mankind with the eye of a Dutcljman, only 
calculating what was to be got from them.— The 
mind of a fpeculative readef is far otherwife engag- 
ed ; he, in the difperfed families of the worlds trace* 
the hand of Providence guiding all things with uner- 
ring wifdom.-*— He marks it balancing with equsrf 
fcale its bleffings to the children of men ; and con- 
fiders human* nature, however tmadorned, when 
dignified by virtuous fimplicity, as one of the no^ 
bleft objeSs of contemplation. 

CHAPTER 



98 AN ACCOUNT OF 



ijjii 



CHAPtER X. 

4 P^JS^ZI^ i^ difcover^d through the Coral Reefy Juffici^ 
era to carry dut the Vejfcl ivhon completed, — Captain 
Wilfon, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Devis, and Henry 
Wilfon, gp to Pelew to vifit the King. — jIn Account, 
of the Hofpitality with which they were received.-^ 
Some Defcription of the M^^^rs of the h'atives^ 
and their Mode of Living. — Mr. Sharp is rcquejied 
to ga into the Country to fee a fick Child of one oj 
the Rupacks, which he^docs^ and returns to Pelew. 

Satmxlay JL HE moriuug proved fo wet that our people 
^ ■ could not (land out to work, but were employed in 
the tents. Raa Kook^ fent away fome of the canoes 
-which came with him, detaining only foch as were 
to carry Captain Wilfon down to P^/^^;— The Mahy^ 
vho had been the interpreter to the natives, and 
whofe name was Soogle, being on (hore, took a 
compafs, and pointing to the S. 8« W. faid, that 
five days fail from Oroolongj on that point of the com- 
pafs, was the place he came from, which he called 
"Monado ; that there were about forty Dutch people 
there, abundance of pepper, and plenty of hogs and 
poultry. He faid Monado was three days fail from 
Batavia ; that when heleft Batavia they had three 
veffels or proas, that two of them parted company, 

and 
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and that the oae he was on board of, going from r7»3- 
Mmido it TemaUy was driven by a hard gale of ^^^^ 
wind hither, where they were wrecked. Our peo- 
ple fuppoled there was much &Uhood in this fellow's 
account, and, from converfations their own linguift 
had with him, they fufpeded thefe people had been 
Ualof pirates^ which they afterwards had confirmed, 
by one of them who was brought to England. — In the 
afternoon Mr. Cummin was fcnt in the jolly-boat, 
to try for the paffagc through the reef which was 
thought to have been difcovered the day before, 
from the Uok-fout above the tents. Captain Wi/fon 
took up fome men, and cleared dill more the fpot 
Intended for an obfervatory.— — The jolly-boat 
returned, after having been without the reef 
through a narrow paflage, in which they found 
at low-water three feet and a half of water, and, 
as it rofe eight or nine feet upon a fpring^tide, it was 
judged there muft be at thofe times twelve feet of 
water, which would be almoil double the draught of 
the Schooner when finifhed. — ^This was an informa- 
tion which revived every one's hopes and made all 
our people look forward with frefli fpirits. Intelli- 
gence was alfo brought, that they had found feven 
iathom water immediately without the reef, and 
three fathom within in the fhoaleft part, which was 
a narrow bank of fand that formed a bar. — Thefe 
obfervations were taken at low-water, or when very 
little flood w9d made. 

I The 
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1 783* The Captain having fixed this day for his goin^ 
to vilit the King at Pelew^ as foon as all had break* . 

31. lifted, he read prayers in the tent; Raa Kook^ with 
fuch of the natives as were waiting to accompany 
him, attended divine fervice, and were moft exceed- 
ingly attentive, following exadUy what they faw our 
people did, in rifing or kneeling, except that inftead 
of kneeling they would fquat down on their haras. 
After prayers were ended. Captain Wilfon took leave 
of his people, taking with hira Mr. Sharps Mr. Devh^ 
and his fon Mr. Henry Wilfon ; they went in the jolly- 
boat ; the General accompanying him in his canoe. 
They left the tents about eight o'clock in the morH- 
ing. At noon as they approached the little ifland 
which lies about three or four miles in the fea off 
Pelew ; they obferved Raa Koolts canoe, paddKng 
away at a great rate to get a^head of them \ he juA 
ftept on fhore at a little town fituated by the water 
edge, and foon returned to meet them, direSing 
their courfe to the leeward oH the ifland, where they 
were met by another canoe, laden with yams, cocoa- 
nuts, and 'fweetmeats, to refrefh them on their paf- 
fage. This explained immediately the reafon of ihe 
General's quitting them fo fuddenly, which they now 
perceived was^ merely to indulge his hofpitable difpo- 
fition, and fi-om his anxiety left our people fhotdd 
be fatigued for want of refi-efhment. Every one 
partook of this entertainment, and then proceeded ; 
and reached the ifland of Pelew about one o clock 
in the afternoon* 

As 
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As Pelew came in fight, the jolly-boat hoifted 1783- 

° , Auguft. 

EngUJb colours, and fired three mufquets; which 

Were anfwered, as they approached nearer the fhore, 
by a white flag ftuck on a pole ; this was conceived 
to have been fuggefted by the Malay^ and proved to 
be feme of the white cloth that had been given to 
the King. Raa Kook having quitted his canoe, 
came into the jolly-boat ; and our people, on land- 
ing, fired three mufquets more, after having hoifted 
their colours, and fixed them in the ground oppofite 
a houfe clofe to the water-fide, at the end of the 
icaufeway where they came on fhore ; to which houfe 
our people were conduced by Raa Kook^ to wait the 
King's coming, he having difpatched a meffenger to 
notify the Captain's arrival. 

Before the King appeared, fome of the natives 
were fent down with refrelhments ; they firft brought 
a large tureen, made of wood, in the fhape of a bird, 
and inlaid with (hell, this was full of fweet drink ; 
they alfo brought a painted ftand, about two feet in 
height, inlaid in the fame manner as the tureen, 
upon which were fweetmeats garnifhed with Seville 
oranges j next came a balket of boiled yams, follow- 
ed by another of young cocoa-nuts ; thefe were all 
placed in a kind of order, preparatory to the King's 
coming*. On his arrival Captain Wilfon rofe, and 

I 2 embraced 

• It was Tcry remarkabky that, thronged as the houfe was, 
and every avenue to it, yet as foon as it was known that the King 

was 
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1783' embraced him, as he had done at their firft interview. 
Abba Thulle fat down by him, and they were tfien 
ferved with the before-mentioned provifions,; by a 
man who feemed to ad as a butler, and gave to each a 
portion, by the King's diredions. After this enter- 
tainment was over, Obtain Wilfon oSiBred him the 
prefent he had brought^ which confided of fome 
iron-hoops, fome necklaces made of gold' and filver 
lace, tied with ribband at each end ; to which he 
meant to have added a few files, but one of the 
natives purloined them from the perfon who had 
them in charge* 

The King came down without any ftate^ andfeem* 

ed only attended by thofe whom cntiofity to fee the 

V- ' Englijh had brought together ; the houfe, and every 

part about it, was thronged with the natives, to fee 
our Captain, who had dreifed himfelf«in the Companfs 
uniform. 

After the repaft was ended, Mr. Devis^ who was 
a draughtfman, being flruck with th^ appearance of 
a woman who was prefent, took out a piece of paper, 
and was making a {ketch of her figure ; which, be- 
fore he had completed, the lady noticing that he 
had repeatedly looked her earneftly in the face, and 
marked fomething down, was diftreffed at it, and 
rofe up to go away, in appearance very much agi- 
tated ; nor could fhe be perfuaded to ftay, although 

■ 

was approaching the moft profound and reverential filence waf 
preRrved. 

fome 



r. 
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fome of the Rupacks prefent laughed heartily at her '7^3' 
alarm : which led our people to conceive that (he was 
the wife of one of them, A Rupack looking over 
Mr. Devis*s fhoulder, feemed pleafed at the reprer 
fentation, or likenefs,^ and wiihed to hand it up to 
the King ; who fo readily en ered into a true idea of 
the art, that he immediately fcnt a meffenger to 
order two of bis women to come down to the houfe 
where he was : they arrived very foon, and placed 
themfelves at the window fronting where Mr. Devis 
was feated, at which thefe ladies could ftand without 
being feen lower than the waift ; — ^perceiving, as 
they looked into the houfe, a fmile on' every coun- 
tenance, they at fir ft appeared pleafed themfelves, 
and the King told them the reafon why he had fent 
for them ; but foon noticing Mr. Devis fixing his 
eyes earneftly on them, they did not know what to 
make of the bufinefs, and began to look exceeding^ 
ly grave. The King then feemed to chide them, on 
which they ftood quiet, and rather aifumed an eafier 
air. Mr. Devis having finiftied his fketches, prefented 
them to the King, he fhewed them immediately to 
his women, who feemed pleafed in viewing on paper 
a fancied likenefs of themfelves, and appeared as if 
a little afhamed at having been fo foolifhly and un- 
neceffarily .diftreffed. 

The King then defired Mr. Devis to lend him a 
piece of paper, and his pencil, on which he attempt- 
ed to delineate three or four figures, very rudely, 

without 
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1783 without the leaft proportion ; their heads, inftead of 
an oval, being in a pointed form like a fugar-loaf. 
Nor let any one conclude from this circumftance, 
that the King was oftentatious to exhibit the little 
knowledge he pofleffed of the art ; I rather mention 
it as a proof of his opennefs of temper, to let Mr. 
Devis fee that he was not totally ignorant of what 
was meant by it ; nor was it lefs a mark of his con- 
defcenfipn, in (hewing he could very imperfedly trace 
yhat the artift was able more happily to deline- 
ate. He approved in the ftranger thofe talents he 
would himfelf have been ambitious to poifefs, and in 
his manner of teftifying his approbation, exhibited in 
captivating colours that which no pencil could dit 
play: — the urbanity of a noble mind. 

The King now fignified to his guefts, that he 
would conduQ: them up to the town ; they expreffed 
their readinefs to attend him, and ordered their co- 
lours to be raifed and carried before them, lyiflnpg 
to imprefs on the natives what little idea of c(eremo- 
ny their forlorn fituation could admit of. Pelew is 
hardly more than a quarter of ^ mile from the fhore; 
they afcended a bank into a wood, led by the King 
and Raa Kooky and followed by a great concourfe 
of people. Having pafled the wood, they found 
themfelves on a fine broad caufeway, or pavement, 
with rows of trees on each fide, forming a grove; 
this caufeway was raifed about two feet above the 
level of the ground, and was about ten feet ii^ width, 

having 
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having a broad flat ftone running along the middle, 1783* 
for the greater conveniency of walking ; it was pav- 
ed on each fide with ftones of a fmaller fize, and lefs 
worked ; this caufcway led to the town, and then 
parted to the right and left ; the one conducing to 
where fome of their boat-houfes were erefted, the 
other to their bathing-place. 

Having now reached Pelcw^ they came into a large 
fquare pavement, round which were feveral houfes ; 
our people were conducted to one that flood in the 
centre of one of the fides. Out of this houfe iffued 
a number of women, who were waiting to fee thefe 
new Beings the Englijh^ and whom they'foon under- 
flood were the wives of fome of the Rupacks^ or great 
officers of ftate ; thefe were rather fairer than the reft 
of the women, had fome little ornaments about them, 
and their faces and breafts were rubbed' over with 
turmeric. 

The King, and his brother Raa Kook^ led his guefts 
into this houfe, into which the women returned, and 
received them with much joy, prefenting their com- 
pany with cocoa-nuts, and fweet drink, which all 
fat down and partook of. The ladies alfo ieated 
themfelves, and taking a parcel of leaves, began 
making mats ; an employment in which they pafs a 
great part of their time. The King informed his 
guefts that this houfe was to be their abode as long 
as they remained at Pelew^ and that there they were 
to fleep. After which he rofe up, and withdrew, 

pre- 
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1783. previoufly apologizing to Captain Wilfon for I'etiring, 
^" * faying he waa going to bathe. Soon after a meffage 
came to Raa Kook, from the (^een, to requeft ihe 
might fee the Englip at her dwelling ; they attend- 
ed the General thither, through a pathway from the 
back of the houfe where they were, which led into 
a grove of cocoa-nut trees ; having croffed the 
grove, they came to a imall retired habitation, in 
the front of which was a fquare, formed with paved 
ftone, furrounded alfo with cocoa- nut trees. Imme- 
diately before this houfe was a rail, on which were 
fome tame pigeons, tied by the leg. This is a bird 
held in fuch efKmation in thefe iflands, that none 
but the Rupacks^ and their families, are allowed to 
eat of them. As they approached, the Queen open- 
ed her window, and fpoke to Raa Kook^ to defire the 
Englijh would iit down on the pavement before her ; 
which being complied with, a number of attendants 
brought out yams, cocoa nuts, and fweet drink 5 
and whilft they were partaking of thefe the Queen 
afked Raa Kook many queftions about our people, 
and then fent them one broiled pigeon fwhich they 
drefs without drawing) that every one might have a 
bit to tafte ; giving them to underftand, that this 
was the greateft rarity that the country produced. 
She took very great notice of the Englijh^ and wifh- 
ed fome of them would come clofe to the window, 
and draw up their coat-fleeves, ^that fee might fee 
the colour of their Qdn j after fee had viewed them 

atten- 
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attentively, and aflced, through the General, as many ti^s- 
circumftances refpefting them as flie thought (he 
could with propriety obtrude, (he fignified that fhc 
would not longer trefpafs on their time by detaining 
them ; fo they rofe and took leave of her *• 

The General now told them he wifhed to condufik 
them to his own houfe, which was a little diftant from 
the firft fquare, where the King had allotted them 
their habitation. — At the houfe of this Chief they 
were received quite in a family way, without any 
form ; they were obliged jufl to tafte of what was 
fet before them, though their appetites had been 
fufficiently taken away by partaking of fo many en- 
tertainments before, Raa Kook*s wife brought them 
in a broiled pigeon, which they, out of compliment, 
eat a bit of, for the honour done them. — In this do- 
meftic fcene Raa Kook appeared in a new and amia- 
ble light ; it was a fituation which placed to their 
view that benevolent heart of his they had themfelves 
before frequently noticed. — ^Here he was furround- 
ed by feveral of his children, two of whom were 
very young, and feemed almoft of rhe fame age ; they 
were climbing up his knees and careffing him, whilft 
he feemed to enjoy great pleafure in rolling and tof- 
fing them about, handing them to our people, that 
they might alfo notice and play with them. 

* This lady feemed to have a greater degree of refpe£l and at- 
tention paid her than any other of the King's wives ; (he never 
wcat abroad, and her houfe was the King's general rcfidcnce. 

Whilft 
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1 7R3. Whilft the attention of Captain Wilfon and his coni» 
"^^ * panions had been engaged by this interefting fcene, 
the night had crept faft on them, and it being now 
quite dark they requefted leave to retire ; Raa Kook 
apologized for not waiting on them home, but or- 
dered one of his own people and the Malay to con- 
duct them back. 

Being arrived at their allotted dwelling, they learnt 
that the King had been there after his bathing, but 
underftanding they were gone abroad with his bro- 
ther, he had retired to his own houfe, but had fent 
them fpme fifli for fupper. — After fupper Raa Kook 
fent mats for them to fleep on, and called himfelf 
before he went to reft, to 'fee if they were fuppUed 
with every thing they ftood in want of, J^nd which it 
was in his power to offer.— ^Our people repofed oa 
thefe mats at* one end of the houfe, the King having 
ordered fome of his own men to fleep at the other 
end, to protect then> from any ii^conveniency which 
might arife from the curiofity of the natives, as well 
as to watch the fires, made to keep them from the 
dews and mofquitos. They all repofed very well, in 
the fulleft degree fatisfied with the great attention 
and kindnefs of their new friends. — ^The night prov- 
ed both windy and wet, but they found their habita- 
tion perfedly dry ; their houfes being fo well thatch-r 
ed, that the weather rarely is able to penetrate them. 

Sqjtcm. Raa Kook called on them very early in the morn- 

' 1" ^^ ^"g 5 ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^'^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ countenance 

fuch 
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fuch a look of good-humour and congratulation as 1 785- 
more than told our people he rejoiced to fee thenu 
He never feated himfelf clofe, but at fome fmall dif- 
tance from them, which is regarded in thefe parts as 
a mark of refpeft. — ^He told them he was going to 
bathe, and they went down to the fhore to fee if their 
boat and its iron-work was fafe. — On their return, 
the Captain and his companions received a meifage 
to breakfaft with the King.^-They were conduced 
to the houfe where, the preceding evening, they had 
been to pay their refpefts to the Queen. It confiftr 
ed of one great room, not boarded on the floor, as 
is the ufual cuftom there, but coveied with bam- 
boos laid and faftened down collaterally, with fcarce 
any fpace between.— At one end of this room was 
the kitchen, where the fervants were bufied in pre- 
paring breakfaft, but without any partition to fepa- 
rate the kitchen. — ^At the oppofite end ran a high 
rail, with a large mat loofely laid over it. — ^Some 
attendants who were prefent, defired our people to 
feat tbemfelves ; which, when they had done, the 
King pulled down the mat, and difcovered himfelf 
and the Queen feated behind it, — As this trifling 
ceremony had fomewhat of an air of ftate that had 
never b^en ihewn before, nor was on any future 
occafion exercifed, they fufpefted that this mode of 
the icing's receiving the Engiijh was fomething the 
Malay had put into his head, and which the King 
probably found fo clumfy and foolifl^ that he never 

adopted 
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17^3* adopted it again.— They had boiled filh and yams 
^* ' placed before them ; and during breakfaft the Kjmg 
(hewed Captain Wil/on a large piece of chintz, which 
the Malay had faved when he was wrecked, and had 
given him. — ^He feemed to admire it much, and 
when it bad been looked at, he folded it up again 
very nicely in a mat ; having only produced it as 
being to him a great curiofity. 

During the time of breakfaft the King talked 
much with the Malay ^ who after it was over told 
Mr. Sharp that Abba Thulle wifhed he would go a 
little way into the country, without declaring for 
what purpofe. — Mr. Sharp hefitated, till Mr. Dev'u 
offered to accompany him ; the King faid a perfon 
would prefently be there to conduft them, who, 
when he came, appeared to be one of the Rupacks 
who had been with them at Oroolong zi the King's 
firft coming, when they individually fixed their no- 
tice on fome one of our people; a circumftance 
which then occafioned fome alarm, as has before 
been mentioned *. And this Chief proved to be 
the perfon who had particularly noticed Mr. Sharp 
as his friend or Sucalic (a term the natives gave it J. 

Mr. Sharp and Mr. Dcvis, accompanied by the 
interpreter, put themfelves cheerfully • under the 
guidance of this Rupack^ whofe name was Arra 
Zook ; they had not proceeded far, after getting off 
the caufeway, before they met with Captain Wilpm'i 

♦ Sec page 57. 

fervant, 
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fenrant, who was ftraggling^ about with hb gun to 1785. 
kill fome fowl for dinner. The Rupack made figns 
to him to join company, which be did^ on bdng 
bformed by Mr. ^harp that he wa« going where the 
King had fent him. As they went over the bilk, 
they pafled feveral pleafant villages, and a valley 
beautifully cultivated with plantations of cocoa-nuts 
and yams, forming from the fummit a rich and deli-* 
cious ptofped. When they had got nearly three 
miles from Pelew^ the heat was fo opprefBve, that 
Mr. Sharp and his companions expreflfed an inclina* 
tion to return back; but the difappointment which 
appeared in the countenance of the Rupack who had 
conducted them, made both gentlemen judge it ad- 
vifeable not to crofs his wiflies.— -They therefore 
proceeded about a mile and a half further, when they 
arrived at a plantation, at the end of which ftood 
bis houfe. He folicited them to enter, when vari- 
ous refrefhments were placed before them. He 
then introduced his wife and his children; and 
fliewed Mr. Sharp a child that was afilifted with 
fome bad ulcers, from a kind of boils,* a diforder 
which he faid was common to the people there ; 
and informed Mr. Sharp what applications he had 
himfclf ufed to his child, which were chiefly fomen- 
tations, made with certain leaves; and that occa- 
fionally, after the inflammatory fymptoms were 
abated, he had put a little of their chinam into the 
wound to eat the proud fleOi. — Mr. Sharps who, 

fituated 
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»755- fituated as he was, could not undertake to repeat 
his attendance, thought it bed to advife the Rupack 
to the continuance of the remedy the child had been 
accuftomed to ; and now perceiving the reafon why 
this vifit was folicited, after remaining there a pro* 
per time, he arid Mr. Devis intimated their wiQi to 
return back ; but the Rtfpack told them that his peo- 
pie were at work for them, and that they muft not 
depart till the bufmefs they were about was done. 
They now perceived the hofpitality of Arra Zook xiras 
not confined to the tranfient entertainment he had 
already fpread before them: His » people prefently 
appeared, loaded with yams and cocoa-nuts, packed 
up in large baflcets ; and alfo bafkets of fweetmeats, 
' which they had made frefh for them while they had 
been in his houfe. The Rupack told them that his 
people fhould carry all thefe bafkets to the King's 
town, that they might there be put into a boat to be 
given to their friends at Oroolong. — Charmed with 
the charafter of their liberal hoft, Mr. Sharp and 
his companions took their leave, teftifying their 
thankfulnefs for the kindnefs he had (hewn them ; 
whilft the good man ftood afluring them of the joy 
they had afforded him and his family rn coming to 
his houfe, and how truly they had obliged him by 
looking at his poor fick child. As the Rupack ac- 
companied them to the door, oppofite to it, on a 
rail Cas before defcribed at the Queen's houfe) was 
his rooft of tame pigeons ; not thinking he had fuf- 

ficiently 
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ficiently gratified his liberal fpirit, he gave them at lyS^* 
parting a look of the warmeft benevolence, and told 
them, when their (liip was built, they (hould have 
all his pigeons to carry with them« 

Thefe gentlemen returned to Pelew^ followed by 
the fervants of Arra Zook with the prefents of their 
mafter. — Captain Wiffon.hdid in the mean time paid 
a vifit to Raa Kooky where he was (hewn three iron 
travellers, which fome of the natives had got from 
the wreck ; the General faid the Englijh (hould have 
them again, and the Captain in return promifed to 
give him a hatchet. 

Such are the little pleafurable barters of life, when 
life is governed by iimplicity alone, and the efti- 
mation objefts are held in, is only proportioned to 
their real utility ! 



CHAPTER 
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i7«3. CHAPTER IX. 

Sqitem* 

Further Account of the Natives of Pelew. — A Coun- 
cil Gf State is held J at the Brcakirig up of which the 
King requejls of Captain Wilfon ten Men to go with 
him on a fecond Expedition againji the fame Ene- 
my — which is agreed to. — Defcripiion of the Dance 
of the Warriors. — Our People return to Oroolong, 
find their Countrymen welly and in great Unanimity 
advancing the VeffeL—'The ten Men felciled who 
were to attend the King to Battle. 

Monday j^ jjig day a great council was held, in the fore- 
noon, in the open air, on the large fquare pavement 
near the houfe allotted the Englijh. It confided of 
a number of Rupacks^ or Chiefs, feated each on a 
fingle ftone, placed near the outer border of the 
pavement ; that for the King was more elevated than 
the red ; and clofe to the fide of it was a (lone ftill 
higher, on which he occafionally reded his arm: 
when in their places, they are encircled by officers 
of inferior rank. They debate from fide to fide, on 
whatever fubje£l happens to be under difcuffion, and 
it was underdood that the plurality of opinions de- 
termined the matter before them. In the prefent 
cafe it did not require the knowledge of their lan- 
guage to difcover the bufinefs they were on j a$ the 

houfe 



THi: PELEW ISLANDS. 115 

houfe in which the Captain and his companions 1783. 
were, looked full on their council ; and their gef- 
tures, as well as the frequent repetition of the words 
Entices and Artingallj left our j)eople no room to 
doubt but that they had been the fubjeft of their 
deliberation. — After the council broke up, the 
King, attended by the li;iguifl, came to the houfe 
where the Engl'ijh were, and requefted Captain 
Wilfon would permit ten of his men to go with him 
to battle, againft the fame enemy as before. Captain 
Wilfon replied to the King nearly as he had done be- 
fore, " that the Englijh were his friends, and would 
" regard tholfe who were his enemies, as being ene- 
" mies of their own/' This reply greatly pleafed 
the King, The Captain defiring to know the caufe 
of the war, Abba Thulle informed him, through 
the linguiil, that fome time back, at a fedival at 
Ariingall^ one of his brothers, and two of his Chiefs, 
had been killed, and that the two iflands had been 
at war ever fince ; the people of Artingall^ fo far 
from making ahy fatisfaftion, had protefted the mur- 
derers. Captain WHfon intreated that his people 
might not be detained at Pekw longer than was 
neceflary, as it would greatly retard the building 
of his veffel. The King anfwered, " that he could 
" not in decency fend ihem back the moment he ha i had 
" their fervices^ but that he would keep them only two 
" or three days^ that they might be made gay, and re- 
" joice with his own people after fubduing his enemies.^* 

K In 
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^ 783. In the afternoon the King took Captain Wiffon and 
his companions to fee fome canoes that were then 
building ; and fiiewed them alfo fome of their boat- 
houfes, which were well conflrufted, nicely thatch- 
ed, and not unhke thofe that are made in England. 
From hence they were carried to fee fome other 
canoes, which were juft come in from an expiedition 
they had been fent on by themfelves, and from 
which, after four days abfcnce, ihey had returned 
viftorious, having brought in one canoe of the 
enemy, though not a fmgle prifoncr. The obtain- 
ing a canoe, however trifling it may appear to a 
reader, is equal to the capture of the largeft (hip of 
war in Europe ; as their battles are generally fought 
near fliore, and, when there is no appearance of 
fuccefs, they get to land and haftily haul up their 
canoes. 

In the evening our people were entertained with 
a dance of the warriors, who were juft then return- 
ed, which was performed in the following manner : 
^-The dancers have a quantity of plantain leaves 
brought to thcin, which they fplit, and ftiiver into 
the form of ribbands, thcfe they then twine and fix 
round their heads, wrlfts, waifts, ankles, and knees, 
and the leaves being of a yellowilh hue, fo prepared, 
have not an inelegant cffcft when applied to their 
dark copper {kin. They make alfo bunches or taf- 
fels of the fame, which they hold in their hands. 
When drawn out, they form themfelves into circles 

of 
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of two or three deep, one within another. Jn gene- 1783. 
ral an elderly man amongft them begins fomething ^^ ^'°* 
like a fong, or long fentence, in a very folemn tone, 
for our countrymen could not difcrimlnate which it 
*.vas, and when he comes to a paufe, or what we 
fliould call the end of a ftanza, a chorus is (truck 
up, and tl^e dancers all join in concert, (till conti- 
nuing their figure. Their dancing does not fo much 
confift in capering or agility, as in a particular me- 
thod they have of balancing themfelves, and this fre^ 
quently very low fideways, fmging together all the 
while ; during which, they will flatten their circles, 
fo as to bring themfelves face to face to each other, 
lifting up the taflels they hold in their hands, and 
giving them a cla(hing or tremulous motion ; after 
this there will be a fudden paufe, and an exclama- 
tion from every voice, Weel / Then a new fentence 
or (tanza is repeated, and danced to as before, and 
the fame ceremony continued, till every man who is 
engaged in the dance has in his turn had his repeti- 
tion and chorus^ 

During this feftivity two large tub« of fweet drink 
were brought in, which were ferved out, firft to the 
Englijh and the principal people prefent, who juft 
tailed it, and then the tubs were carried to the war- 
riors ; and when the dance was ended, they all fat 
ilown upon the fquare, and the drink was ferved out 
to them by four perfons who feemed to be people of 
note, having bones upon their wri(ts \ the warriors 

K a then 
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1783. then removed to a houfe, at v;hich a fupper was pre- 
pared for them, where they continued dancing raoft 
part of the night, but when it grew dark the Englijh 
retired to their own habitation. 
Tuefday The night proved very wfet and windy ; our pea- 
*' pie the next morning breakfafted with the King, and 
after breakfaft Captain WHfon acquainted him, that 
as foon as the weather would permit he intended to 
return to Oroolong ; to which he was pleafed to agree. 
The wind being unfavourable, Mr. Sl^rp took the 
Captain to fee the Rupacky whofe child he.had vifited 
the preceding day. They pafTed many fine planta- 
tions of cocoa-nuts, yams, and beetle nuts; and 
alfo obfervcd a tree with a large fruit on it, which 
the natives call Ri\i!mally but the linguift who was 
with them ilild it was called by the Malays^ Pan^gey ; 
our people thought it the bread-fruit. — Arra Zock 
received them with great joy, biought them water 
to wafh tluir feet before they went into the houfe, 
gave them mats to fit down on, made them frefli 
fweetmeats, arul fct before them a kind of fii^rbet. 
Our people's complexion as much excited the fur- 
prize and admiration of this Rupackh neighbours 
and houfehokl, as it had before done their firft vifi- 
tors at Orookv^. 

After experiencing once more this good man's 
hofpitality, they returned to Pehzv^ where the war- 
riors had renewed their dances; In the afiemoon 
Captain Wilfon and his friends took another ramble 

into 
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into the country, but in a contrary direftion to the i7^3- 
courfe they had purfued in the morning. All the 
way they went appeared to be equally well cultivated 
as what they had feen before, and ratner fuller of 
inhabitants. Wherever they pafled they obfcrved 
the lower rank of women employed in looking after 
the plantations of yams, which are generally in 
fwampy ground. 1 hey obferved the women were 
alfo employed in making mats and bafkets, drcfiing 
viSuals, and nurfmg their children ; the men were 
found bufied in gathering cocoa-nuts, hewing trees, 
and making fpears and darts. 

The weather ftill bad. Captain inifon went down Wv^dncf- 
to the wharf, before fun-rife," to look after his boat, ^*>' 3- 
and returned to breakfaft with R^ra KooL At noon 
he accompanied the King to his boat-builders, where 
Abba Thulle wanted to give directions about fome 
work that was carrying on for him tJiere 3 he had 
taken down with him a defign of his own for orna- 
menting fome canoeis then building, and this defign 
was marked on a board with great accuracy, in differ- 
ent colours, to work after. At this place our peo- 
ple dined with the King upon pigeons. 

The rain fell in torrents all the night, accompani- 
ed with very loud thunder. 1 he EngUJh had remov- 
ed to another of the King's hdules, in order to be 
retired, having been difturbed by the cfariofity of the 
natives, whilft they remained in the habitation which 
had been firft afligncd them. 

Ine 
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^l^if The King and his brother Raa Kook made oar 
Thiirfday pertple a vifit at day-break ; the weather after break* 
4- faft clearing up, they informed the King they wiftied 
to return to Oroolong^ to which he affented, though 
wifhing rather to detain them another day. They 
found the jolly-boat ready loaded for them with every 
kind of provifion the ifland afforded ; and about two 
o'clock in the afternoon they left Pelew^ highly fa- 
tisfied with the kindnefs of their new friends, giving 
them three cheers, as ufual, at parting ; which was 
returned by the King in perfon, who in this inftance 
put off his gravity, and laughed very much, joining 
the men, women, and children in their cheers, (land- 
ing up, and apart in fuch a manner a3 tp make biin. 
felf confpicuous. 

Our people arrived fafe at the tents about nine 
o*clock, though the wind had been adverfe to them ; 
and had the pleafure of finding all their compamons 

well, 
Friday 5. The i^ext morning being fine, they put out their 
clothes, and the few neceflaries which had been fav- 
ed from the wreck, to dry, having been much wetted 
by the late heavy rains. Captain Wilfotiy on coming 
back, had the fatisfaftion to fee that all his people, in 
his abfence, had been going on very affiduoufly with 
the veffel, and that the mofl: pcrfeft harmony had 
fubfifted amongft them. This was a circumftancc 
which could not fail to hold out the happieft prefages, 
that they fliould in the end accomplifh that point to 

which 
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which their moft fanguine wiflies were direfted. 1783. 
They underllood that no canoe had been at Oroolong 
during the time they had been at Pelew. 

At day-light the boats were fent again to the wreck, Saturday 
to fee if no other materials could be procured ; they ^' 
broughjt back in the evening more planks, nails, and 
many other neceffaries, which were of effential fer- 
vice, particularly coals. Thofe who remained on 
fcore were bufied about the veffel. — A lift was made 
out of the number of men the King had wilhed to go 
on his fecond expedition. On this, as well as on the 
former occafion, every individual exprefled a readi- 
nefs to be of the number ; and thofe who adually ' 
went, amicably fettled the matter among themfelves, 
on which their names were wrote down, and ftuck 
againft a tree in the dock-yard ; and direftions given, 
that they fhould hold themfelves in readinefs againft 
the time the King fhould either fetch, or fend fo^ 
th^m^ 



CHAPTER 
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s!pura. CHAPTER XII. 

The King comes to Oroolong. — ¥f much Jlruck with 
ilc appeal rnce of iheVc'fcL which he had not fc^n 
before. — h Jheiun the Barricade and the Six-poun^ 
dcr ; li'hiih is aftcrrjoards^ at his Jjifire^ fired ojf. 
— Vie-zvs the dijfera't Ariijiccrs employed in the Dock 
Turd. — The imprcjjicn all ikcfc new Sights make on 
him. — After palj]}}';:^ftvcral Hcurs with our People^ 
he goes to the Back of the Ijhnd-'-The King returns 
next Day — wifocs to take a Swivel Gun en the Ex- 
pedition. — This objected to. — lie departs for Pelew, 
carrying with him the ten Men allotted for the 
War. 

Sunday 7. X HE Avcather fettling fine, all hands were em- 
ployed in felling timber, and getting the frames of 
the veflel forward. In the afternoon four canoes 
came into the harbour, and gave our people Ibme 
fifh ; who, in return, made them a prefent of fome 
iron. As they appeared to have a large provifion 
of fifli, by bartering a little more old iron, there was 
plenty for every man at fuppcr. In the evening, 
when the toil of the day was over, the Captain read 
prayers, as ufual. 

After breakfaft Captain Wilfon went out in the jolly- 
boat, to found and examine the reef himfelf. He 

found 
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found a paflage, in which there were three fothom 1783- 
at low-water, due weft from the Ifland. Between 
the iiland and the reef he found a flat fand-bank, 
upon which there were only feven feet at low-water ; 
it was clear fand, except a few coral fpots, which* 
were eafily difcovercd by the colour of the water. 

In the afternoon the King paid our people a vifit, 
attended by his two brothers, the Chief Minijkr^ 
and feveral of his other Chiefs, and brought them 
fonie fin6 fifli, that his canoes had caught in nets, 
\\hich they make very nicely. Thefe fidi differed 

much from any kind our people had hitherto feen, 

t 

ihey were rather more than three feet in length, 
and near a foot acrofs, having a very bony and thick 
head; the bone was fo uncommonly hard, as to 
ftrike fire when they fplit it with an axe, in order 
to (tew it. The meat cut folid and firm, like a large 
cod ; and the fcales were round, near the fize of a 
^anijh dollar ; the natives prize it much, and our 
people found it, when boiled, very good. They 
had only caught four, two of which were given to 
the Engli/hy and by the fhip's fteward divided into 
meffes. The Chinefe dreffed their portion different- 
ly, making a mixture with rice, and othet things, 
which they call Chow Chow* 

The King, who now for the firft time had feea 
the progrefs made in the new veffel, appeared per- 
feSly amazed at perceiving how much had been 

done. 
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1783- done, nor lefs To at the magoitude of the objefi. 
He minutely exanyned every thing with the mod 
eager attention, and impatiently called for his Tac- 
kalbys^ or artificers, to notice what had fo much 
excited his own aftonifiiment. The Tackalbys^ 
feized with a furprize equal to that of their Prince, 
after deliberately poring over its parts, pointed out 
to him the very lingular manner in wluch every 
thing was wedged and bolted together .-^They were 
quite loft in wonder at the ufe and power of the iri>a* 
work ; and the whole together feemed to have en- 
gaged their minds as fomewhat beyond their com- 
prehenlion. — ^I'he King croffed frequently between 
ihe ribs of the veflel, and faid he was at a lois to 
conceive how they could ever he made fo as to keep 
out the water, having no idea that they were to be 
planked « 

As moft of the frame-work of the veflel on the 
flocks had been made out of trees which our people 
had cut down in the liland, the King pointed out 
to them a fpecies of wood which they had ufed in 
fome parts oftheveiTel, and which he expreffed a 
concern at feeing ; faying, he deemed it an unlucky 
wood, and that it might prove the caufe of their 
meeting with fome accident ; earneftly preffing them 
to take it out, and not fuiFer ;gmy pf it to remain. 
They acknowledged hi? great care ?ind goodnefs for 
them ; at the f^m^ tjime informing Jiim, they were 

accuf- 
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tomed to employ different kinds of timber in con^ iT^s- 
ftrufting their Ihips, and from experience had dif- 
Qovcred that nothing was to be apprehended on that 
fcore. This caution feemed to ^tik from fome 
fuperftitious idea which the natives entertained of 
this tree, of which there were feveral growing on 
tbe ifland of Oroolong, 

The King this day, as well as the General, much 
noticed the barricade, ^ alfo the fix-pounder ; and 
after he had talked fome time with the Malay ^ he in- 
quired the ufe of the gr^t gun. The Captain {hewed 
bim the balls, and grape-fhot, and alfo explained to 
him their force and efficacy : informing him, that if 
a number of canoes from Artingall^ . or any other 
iiland of hts .enemies^ ihould approach the cove, 
this machine would blow ihem of the water, and 
fliiver them to atoms. ITie King was alfo (hewn 
the fwivel guns, which were mounted on trees fawn 
down, as before mentioned ; and it was explained 
to bim, that they could be pointed in any diredion 
which (hould be moft defirable, or convenient, fo 
that fiiould any of his enemies come by furprize 
over land, thefe moveable guns would give our peo- 
ple as great advantage and power over them by land, 
as the fix-pounder would by fea. 

The King, his brothers, and the Chiefs who were 
with him, on receiving this intelligence, feemed to 
look at our countrymen with fre(h aftonifhment ; 

they 
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» 783. they converfed much among one another, teftifying 
by their adions every indication of furprize. — ^They 
walked round the barricade and examined it with 

m 

much attention, noticing how ftrongly and clofe every 
part was intrenched and fortified. 

This little ifland of Oroolong having been rendered 
far more commodious to the Eng/ijJ? by the many 
neceffary eftablilhments they had made fince the 
King had paid them his former vifit, there was of 
courfe a good deal of additional novelty for him to 
attend to. — ^Afier he had pointed out to his Tackalbys 
tonotice with particular attention every thing about 
the barricade, he ftroUed inquifitively round the 
cove with his company. — ^The noife' of the forge 
which our people had fet up, and which was then 
at work, foon drew his attention that way: it 
happened that the boatfwain was at that inftant 
beating out a piece of hot iron upon a pig of the 
fame metal, which he had made his anvil. This 
was a circumftance io entirely new, and a difcovery 
fo interefting to them, that they all flood abforbed 
in admiration. — They could not be perfuaded to 
keep at a diftance, but would get fo clofe to the an- 
vil as to receive occafionally a hot fpark on their 
naked bodies ; nor did this deter them from catching 
with their hands the luminous particles tliat fiew 
from under the ftroke of the hammer. — Every thing 
under fuch circumftances as the prefentj naturally 

excited 
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excited wonder. When the iron was beaten on the J^^S- 
anvil till the rednefs was gone off, and it was become 
too cold to be malleable, they could not compre- 
hend why it was again put into the forge. — ^'ITie 
throwing water on the fire fo make it burn briiker 
was alfo a new fource of furprize ; and it was with 
much difficulty they could be drawn away from a 
fcene that was fo new and interefting to them ; how- 
ever, the noife of the neighbouring Cooper, who 
was repairing the water-cafks for fea ftorc, was at- 
trafting enough to allure them to his hut. — ^The agi- 
lity with which they faw this man work, the whirl- 
ing of the cafks, the knocking down of the hoops, 
the found from within, and the quicknefs with which 
they perceived a defeftive caik was brought round 
and perfect, feemed altogether to impofe on their 
minds a kind of magic influence. They ftood and 
ftared at one another with looks equally expreffive of 
aftoniftiment and pleafurc. Captain J ft, Jon perceiv- 
ing that his vifitors were rivetted to whatever they 
faw, and that the workmen were very much impeded 
by their queflions, as well as by their defire of hand- 
ling every thing, now ordered a large canvafs to be 
fpread on one fide of the cove, where the King and 
his Chiefs might repofe and rcfrcfti themfelves, and 
ftill have a view of our artificers at a dillance ; he 
was conducting them to this place, acrofs the cove, 
when their eyes caught the carpenters, who were 

bulled. 
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178.^- bnfred, fome in fawing, others in dubbing, &c.; 
this was again frefh matter to detain them : the 
few and hs operations were marvellous ; and it was 
not without great diffieuhy that they were at laft 
feduced to the canvafs, where flierbet was prepared 
for them. Captain Wilfon made the King a prefent 
of a China mat, which he appeared to admire, be- 
iitg different from any they made at Pelew^ and 
which he wifhed as a pattern for his people to en- 
deavour to itnitatc. 

When reden^tiofi is the" objecl, minutes appesr 
as hoars, and our men, with fuch a point in view, 
could ill afford the lofs of half a day ; yet no fooner 
were their guefts retired, but all their common at- 
tendants fwarmed in every part, fo that it was im- 
poffible to continue work ; Raa Kook was therefore 
petitioned to difperfe them, who, by orderitig them 
down to the beach, gave the different artificers el- 
bow-room to proceed in their bufinefs.*^— The King, 
after this, took his leave with much good humour, 
and^ accompanied by all his fetinue, went to fleep 
at the back of the ifland. 
Tuefday I^ confequence of what had the preceding day 
9- been explained relative to the fwivel-guns, the King's 
imagination had amply worked on the fubjeft ; hs 
came over land with his train, and expreffed a willi 
to have one of them to take with him on the next 

expedition ) 
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expedition; this the Captain endeavoured to con- n^3- 
vince him would be impoffible, as they had no 
boats conftrufted in a manner proper to receive 
it. — ^The King then requefted to have the fix- 
pounder fired. — ^If they were furprized (as we have 
already noticed^ at the difcharge - of a mufquet, 
it may eafily be imagined in how great a pro- 
portion the report of this piece muft have afFeft- 
cd them. — During the time the gunner was load- 
ing it, not a circumftance of the whole procefs 
efcaped their notice ; and when the lighted match 
was brought and put to the train, they perceived 
an inftantaneous blaze, which was fucceeded by a 
moft violent noife ; this they were puzzled in the 
extreme to comprehend, and the more fo, as in 
the difcharge of a muiquet they had feen no ap- 
pearance of fire applied.— The report of the fix- 
pounder feemed to ftun them all, as every one 
of the natives, for more than a quarter of an 
hour, kept bis fingers in his ears, calling out 
Magull! Magull! that is to fay. Very bad,-— ^ 
Pleafed and furprized as they were at the noife, 
it was evidently too violent for their organs ; for 
whenever founds uncommonly loud ftrike unex- 
pededly on the drum of the ear, it is well known 
they will occafion temporary deafnefs, though the 
fame degree of found, when applied to thofe who 
ate accuftomed to it, or prepared to receive it, 

will 
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»7^5' will not vibrate on the fenfe with any particular 
inconvenience. — ^I'he hooting and fliouting of the 
natives, on hearing the explofion, was hardly to 
be defer ibed, and this was increafed by the acci- 
dent of fome of the wad fetting fire to the dry leaves 
of a tree which projefted acrofs the cove.— Having 
obforved the ball fall in the water at a great dif- 
tance, they were unable to conceive how this efT^i 
could be produced ; what they had feen ftimulateJ 
ftill moretiieir wifn of having one of the fwivelson 
their expedition, as it would prove not only de- 
ftruclive to the perfons but to the property of 
their enemies. — Rxia Kook accompanied the Cap- 
tain on the hill to the Lookout^ and was furpriz- 
ed to fee how much the ground bad been clear- 
ed. — He informed him of the names of the prin- 
cipal iflands, pointing out their fituation with his 
hand, though fome of them were not within view; 
he told him that to the fouthward was Pelklcwy 
to the N. E. Emil/egue, and to the S. E. the iijand 
they were going to war with, which he faid was 
called AriingnIL — After they had returned from 
the hill, the King was treated with fherbet, and 
. he foon after went over land to dinner, at the 
place where his canoes v/cre ftationed, faying, 
when he left the tents, that he fliould return with 
his boats at high-water, by which it was fuppofed 
he meant at that time to take fuch of the E)Jghjl> 

as 
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as were to attend him to the war, who all got 17^3* 
themfelved in readinefs accordingly. *^ * 

In the afternoon fome people came from Abba 
TbullCy and renewed their foiicitations on the fub* 
jefl: of the fwivel-gun ; every argument was ufedf 
to make them fenlible of the imprafticabiUty of 
tendering it of any ufe in their canoes.— ^ooif 
after other of his men arrived, bringing a prefent 
of fome fine filh and a turtle.— ^The King after 
came round himfelf, attended by ten or twelve' 
canoes. — ^The requefl of the fwivel Was again 
ftrongly urged by the Chief Minifier^ and our 
people thereby compelled to recur to all the argu« 
ments before made ufe of; and as our men were all 
drawn up with their arms, Mn Benger^ willing to 
cut off all further entreaty on the fubjed, order- 
ed them into the canoes.— One very material ob« 
je^on againft complying with their deiire was, 
the great confumption of powder it would oc* 
caiion ; befides which, the neceflity there would 
have been of the Gunner's attendance, who was 
too ufeful a man to be fpared. 

jibba Thulle and his retinue now embarked, and 
there was reafon to fear that this refuial had not 
made them depart in the good-humour that could 
have been wiihed.— Before the canoes were out 
of fight, the Gunner made a report of the arms 
and ammunition taken on the expedition, which 

L appearing 
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i783« appearing rather large (as Mr. Benger had taken 
piftols and cutlafTes unknown to the Captain) 
occafioned fome uneafmefs, in the particular fitua- 
tion they at that time flood. — ^It was therefore 
thought advifable to keep every thing in a pofture 
of defence, left any further mifunderftanding.fhould 
take place; the watch was well attended to, and 
no caution omitted which prudence could fugged* 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIII. sJp'fi 

Tran/aSians at Oroolong.— 37^^ ten Men return from 
the War. — A particular Account of the Second Bat'- 
tk jiTArungalL — Progrefs of the new Vejfely ^c. 

il50ME natives came from the watering-place, by Wcdncf. 
whom intelligence was brought, that the canoes were ^^y '^ 
gone down to Pelew, of which fome doubts had been 
entertained ; our people fuppofing that, as they went 
away late, they would only go to the back of the 
iiland. Thefe natives foon departed. — ^The feine 
was hauled to-day, without fuccefs, and the vefTel 
was attended to with perfeverance. 

This day they had the higheft tide that had been Thurfday 
noticed at this place. It was high-watek* at half an ^'' 
hour pafl feven. No natives were feen to-day. 

The jolly-boat was fent round to the watering-place, Friday 
in queft of timber; but there was fo high a furf *^* 
on the beach that they could take none in. Some 
of our people got fix kegs of water, and went with 
the boat to collect cabbages and periwinkles, all the 
unpacked beef being expended. They alfo this day Saturday 
examined and took an account of the ftore of pro- '^* 
vifion ; and, after confidering the time they might 
probably remain on the ifland, and the length of 
their paffage, they fet apart as much of the founded 

L 2 and 
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1 7^3- and beft of the provifion for the voyaee as was dceirt- 

Scptcm. , ^ , . , 

ed neceflary ; which was on no account to be ex- 
pended. This evening there were hard fqualls, hea- 
vy rain, and much lightning. 

Sunday The weather this morning would not permit z 
^^* boat to go out of the harbour. — It was difcovered 
that fome of the hams had been cut the preceding 
night ; a reward was ofFered, of double allowance 
of grog for a week, to any peffon who would make 
the offender known, or would difeover any one guil- 
ty of wafting any kind of pfovifions ; and that, in 
cafe the arrack fhould be out, that fuch peffon fhould 
receive ten dollars on the veffeFs arrival at Macoa. 
This advertifement was fixed to a tree in the dock* 
yard, having been previoufly read to all our people ; 
but no information was ever obtained of the offender. 

Monday After a night of wind and rain, thunder and light- 
ning, about ten o'clock in the morning two canoes 
came into the harbour, wherein were Mr. Bengcr^ 
William Harvey^ William Steward, and William Ro" 
berts : by them our people learnt that the battle was 
over, thisir companions all well, and that they would 
foon follow them. Towards evening other canoes 
arrived, with Mr. Af. Wilfon^ John Duncan^ Nicholas 
Tyackc^ Madan Blanchard^ Thomas Wilforiy and Tbth 
mas Dtdton. The canoe which brought Mr. M. WiU 
Jon and ^ohn Duncan^ had been overfet. This ac- 
cident arofe from a fquall of wind coming on fo fud* 
denly, that the canoe could not get its fail down 

« quick 
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4}uick enough to fave it ; there were four natives in JJ^^' 
it, with Mr. Wii/on and Mr. Duncan. As the canoe 
was going over, two of the men lecured the two muf^ 
quets, and holding them in one hand, buoyed up 
Mr. Duncan and Mr* Wil/on with the other ; wliilft 
the remaining two made a fmall raft with the bam- 
boos, ropes, paddles, and pieces of wood they could 
colled. During the time they were Boating the ca- 
noe righted itfelf. The other canoes that were in 
izompany being driven to a diftance, with much dif- 
ficulty efcaped to the neareft (hore ; but the inftant 
they h^d landed our people, they put off again, and 
took up Mr. Wi/fon and Duncan^ who could neither 
of them fwim j by the time they were relieved they 
were both almoft exhauft^d, having been floating 
and clinging to the rait for the greater part of two 

« 

hours* Two bayonets and a cartouch-box were lod 
by this accident, but happily no life. Captain Wi/fon 
jnftantly rewarded the men who had faved them, by 
giving them fome files, and fome pieces of iron to 
make hatchets. 

They were all received with great joy by their 
countrymen at Oroolongj and ftill more fo, from their 
bringing back with them the welcome news of the 
King'S' fuccefs. But as this forms not only a new, 
but a very interefting fcene, that I may lay it in the 
moft circumftantial planner before the reader, I fhall 
b»e paufe awhile, ^ the narrator of thefe events, and 
d^iv^r the account of this expedition nearly in the 

words 
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1783. words in which I received it from Mr. M. Wil/on^ 
who was himfelf an adlor in the whole bufmefs. 

** The night we quitted Oroolong we got to Pelew^ 
^^ and the King wa3 deiirous of proceeding immedi- 
** ately on his way to Artingall; but it proving very 
^* wet, we objefted to it, on account of the rain da- 
^^ maging our arms, which he being made feniible 
^^ of, agreed to defer advancing till the enfuing even- 
^* ing. We were conduced to the fame houfe 
♦* where my brother and Mr. Sharp had been before 
^* entertained, and where we were fupplied with 
^^ every accommodation that w^ could expe£t, or 
•* defire* 

^^ On the evening of the next day we all aflem.« 
*• bled on the caufeway, or wharf, where alfo were 
^^ the King, Raa Kooky Arra Kooier^ and the other 
^^ Rupacks and great officers ; and we all went on 
^^ board the canoes ftationed there to receive us. 
<« We were followed to the fliore by a number of 
^^ old men, women, and children, who appeared to 
** be drawn together both by curiofity and intereft. 
•* When the canoes were quitting the land, a conch- 
** fliell was loudly founded, to notify our depar- 
♦' ture; and other canoes difpatched to different 
^^ parts of the iHand, to collef): various detachments 
^* which were lying off in creeks and remoter places, 
•* and only waited the King's fignal to join him ; 
<• which, in confequence of receiving, they foon 
^< did. And thus reinforced, b^ing upwards of two 

<« hundred 
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** hundred canoes, we proceeded, during the night, 1783. 
towards jlrtingally but flopped, fome hours be- 
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fore day-light, at an ifland fubjeft to Abba Thulle^ 
" where we went on (hore, upon a wharf, and flept 
*^ on the ground for about three hours ; then re- 
embarked, and palling through a labyrinth of 
narrow channels, arrived oflF Artingall a little 
before day-break; here they all halted till the 
rifing of the fun, it being a maxim with the na- 
tives of Pelewj never to attack an enemy in the 
dark, or take him by furprize. As the day came 
on, a fmall canoe, light-built, containing only 
^^ four men, each man having in hib hair a white 
'' feather, ftuck upright (and which were ihe long 
** feathers of the tail of the tropic-birdj fummoned 
" the enemy to a parley ; the perfon wearing the 
*• white feather being regarded in the nature of a 
" herald, either bringing terms, or demanding to 
^' be heard, hoftilities in this interval remained 
** fufpendedt 

** Abba Thulle had previoufly notified to the King 
** of Artingallj that he intended in a few days to 
•* offer him battle ; fo the latter was not unprepared 
** for the event. The enemy, on feeing our fignal 
** of parley, difpatched a canoe to Raa Kook; who 
** demanded to know if they would fubmit to fuch 
terms as the King his brother had propofed, by 
way of atoning for the injuries he complained of. 
^ The canoe went back to the King of Artingall^ 

•' and, 
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17^3* ^^ and, having communicated our propofition, re* 
' *' turned with a flat relufAl ; on which tbe General 
^^ informed his brother that the enemy vr^s difpofed 
*^ for war. The King then ordered the conch to 
^^ be founded, and (landing up in his canoe, in the 
*' fcarlet coat my brother had given him, waved 
^^ his diinam-ftick in the air, as a fignai for the 
^^ different fqu^drons to arrange theodfelves for 
*^ battle. 

" Whilft thi$ wfi8 doing, the enemy aileii^Ied 
^^ their canoes clo& under the land, and Jbept blow- 
>^' ing their conch-ihell^ as in defian^^e of u^s but 
^^ did not feem difpc^d tp quit the fliore and attack 
-•' us. ITie tea Englifb were divided in ten differeiit 
^< calioes ; the King taking one in his canoe, the 
^' Oeneral another, and the reft going fingly with 
^^ one or other of the Rupacks^ each Englijhmm 
^^ having a niufquet, cutlafi, bayonet, and piftol. 
^^ There were feveral light canoes, containing four 
^^ men each, every one having a white feather in 
^^ his hair, th^ fame as in the truce canoe ; thefe 
*' were conftantly bufied in conveying orders from 
^^ the King and the General to the other Chie6* 
•^ They flew from fquadron to fquadron, cutting 

through the water with aftoniihing velocity, to 

convey command ; and they were, for diftin£Uioa 
*^ fake, called by the Englijb^ the Frigate canons. 

*^ The King, perceiving a total unwiUingnefs in 
<« the enemy to quit their ftation under th^ ihore, 

« and 
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♦' and conceiving he could not attack them in that '783* 
(' fituation with any advantage, difpatched fome of 
^^ the Frigate canops to order a fquadron to conceal 
<* themfelves behind fome high land. This ar- 
^^ rangement being made, they exchanged a few difr 
** tai>t fpears ;— rThe conch then was founded, and 
" th^. King of Pelew made a feint tp run away, 
^' fhewing the example in his own canoe, and being 
^' immediately followed by the others, with much 
** apparent precipitancy. 

*^ Thi« artful mapoeuvre of Abba Thulle gave in^ 
** ftant courage to the enemy, who, induced to think 
*^ their antagoniil had been feized with a fuddea 
" panic, prepared in great hafte to quit the Ihore, 
^^ aiid began to give chace to the King, whom they 
" imagined was flying befpre themj upon feeing 
" this, the detached fquadron of canoes, that had 
^^ been pofted behind the high land, rufbed out 
^^ between the enemy and the ifland, to cut off their 
" retreat. When the King found his ftratagem had 
'^ taken effed, he turned, and made a fignal for 
*^ the reft of his fleet to form themfelves into divi?- 
^^ lions and engage; whereupon a general attack 
" took place. The fpears were mutually direfted 
" with much animofity, and the Englijh kept up a 
'^ continual fire, which not only d^d great execu- 
** tion, but puzzled and bewildered the enemy in 
" the extreme, to comprehend how or why their 
** people dropped, without receiving any apparent 

** blow: 
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1783. ^« blow: they perceived they had holes in their 
•* bodies, yet faw no fpear fticking in them, nor 
•* could they devife by what means they had thus in 
^^ a moment become deprived of motion and life. 

•^ There is not generally above one able fpear- 
*• man in each canoe, the reft of thofe who are put 
into it, being only to paddle, and guide its mo- 
tions ; no fooner therefore did the firing of the 
*• mufquets fpread difmay amongft the people of 
" Arthigally than a different cffeft was produced in 
" ihoie oi Pelew : the moment the report was made, 
** they all rofe up in their canoes, and fet up fuch 
^ hallooing and (houting, that the whole air was 
^ filled with their noife, which greatly added to the 
terror of the enemy, who finding tbemfelves un- 
equal to fo powerful an attack, betook themfelves 
to flight. — The fquadron before mentioned being 
in their rear, in fome roeafure impeded their re- 
treat, but not being in any degree equal to the 
^' force of the enemy, the greater part of the people 
*^ of Artingall were able to regain their own fliore. 
** Six canoes only were taken, and nine prifoners, 
•• which they accounted a large number, it being 
♦' feldom that they captured their enemies, as the 
•' vanquiflied Always endeavour to carry away their 
•« killed and wounded, that the vidors may not have 
^' their bodies to expofe. 

*' Our fleet now rode triumphant along the coaft of 
♦* Artingall^ founding the conch in defiance of their 

** adverfary, 
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« adverfary, and firing amongft them when any ap- 1 7^3* 

Scutcni* 

*' peared near enough to be reached by the muf- 
** quets. The engagement from beginning to end 
" did not exceed three hours ; and, after parading 
" along iheir (hore, and in vain provoking a frefli 
" combat, Abba Thulle ordeied the canoes to make 
*^ a difpofition to return, which was foon done, and 
" we fet forward towards Pelcw. 

^^ All the nine prifoners had received wounds in 
** battle ; and, in fpite of whatever we could urge 
** againft the cruelty of putting them to death, yet 
" they would hear nothing in their behalf, and foon 
" exterminated them.-^In juftification of a pro- 
** ceeding which fo ftrongly contradifted the gene- 
" ral humanity of the natives of Pclewj they al- 
*' lodged the necefl^ty of doing it for their own fecu- 
" rity, affuring us that they had formerly only de- 
*^ tained them prifoners, and kept them as menial 
" fervants, but that they always found means to get 
" back to their own country, and having' by living 
" amongft the Pelcw people become well acquaint- 
" ed with the channels and creeks of the ifland, 
** they had afterwards made ufe of that knowledge 
** to land frequently by ftealth, and commit great 
** depredations; and, on this confideration, that 
" ftep which we fo much condemned had become 
" neceffary to them. 

** Among the prifoners was a Rupack^ who had a 
** bone on his wrift } the Pelew people, after he was 

•• captured^ 
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»7^3- *' captured, ftrove all in their pover to tak^ from 

Scptcnu 

*^ him this mark of dignity, the Chief defended it 
^^ with fmgular cojur^ge, and loft his life In eodea* 
^^ vouring to fave his Order. When brought to 
*^ Pckwj his head was cut off, and ftuck on a bam- 
♦^ boo, fixed up before the King's houfe. 

The canoe which brought me from the war had 

in it two prifoners, one of whom had a broken 

thigh, and the other wounded in feveral parts by 

a fpean Their cuftom is, when they go to bat* 

tie, to trefs their hair in a particular manner, and 

to colled it in a great bunch at the top of their 

head ; but as foon as they are captured they unite 

^^ it, pull it over their faces, and wait with ^roinefs 

^^ and intrepidity the exterminating blow, which 

^' they are fur^ to receive from the hands of their 

conquerors. When thefe two unfortunate meUt 

on coming into the canoe where I wa$, by the 

above-mentioned difpofition had teftified they 

** were prepared for their fate, the natives ordered 

** them to fit down in the bottom of the canoe, to 

which the one whofe thigh was broken, fubimt- 

ted y but the other being refradory, refufed, and 

feemed by refinance to provoke his deftiny, ujxMi 

which one of the natives haftily fnatched my 

bayonet from my fide, and plunged into his 

body : though th^ poor fellow was a confiderable 

time bleeding to death, yet he n^ver uttered a 

^* fingle groan, or figh, 

<^ Mr. 
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•* Mr* Benger alfo reported, that he had by fiis > 7^3- 
" intreaties for two hours faved a wounded prifoner, 
" when one of the King's people, who had been 
•* himfelf wounded by the enemy, happening to fee 
" him, fnatched Soog/e*s Malay Cree/e *, and ftabbed 
" him inftantly, before Mr. Benger perceived the 
" blow. This man, a native of Artingally who had 
" now for the firft time feen a white perfon, fub* 
" mitted undauntedly to his fate ; whilfl expiring, 
" he fixed his eyes on the Englijh^ and feemed to die 
*' impreifed with nothing fo much as the colour of 
" his new enemy, 

" Abba Thulle in his return to Pelew flopped, and 
^ went on fhore in feveral fmall iflands, which I un- 
" derftood were either fubjeft to him, or his allies j 
" expofmg publicly the dead bodies of his prifoners ; 
" and the people at all thefe places feemed to rejoice 
" much at his vidtory, bringing out fweet drink^ 
" and other refrefliments. — We could not Icarn 
" what number the enemy loft, but were confident 
•* it muft have been confiderable. Not a fmglc 
" perfon of the King's party was killed, though 
*• there were a few wounded. 

" It was dark before we reached Pelew; on 
" coming near it, the conch was founded to notify 
** the King's approach. — ^When we landed at the 
" wharf from whence we had departed, a vafl: con- 
" courfe of people were ready to receive us, bring- 



• A kind of dagger ufcd by the MaLyi. 
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17^3- " ing with them a quantity of refrefliments. Here 
* «« we flopped till all were landed and got together 
** (having dropped great part of our fleet by the 
•* way, who had filed off to their refpeftive homes) 
** and then went up to PeleiVj where there was 
Tinging and dancing mod pai t of the night ; the 
natives attributing the fuccefs of the day to us, and 
often in their fongs repeating the word Englees, 
They expofed the dead bodies of their prifoners 
feveral days, till they became moft horribly offen- 
five, and then they were either buried or thrown 
" into the fea/^ 

Such were the particulars of the fecoffd battle of 
Arthigall^ as brought by Mr. M, Wi/foriy and confirm- 
ed by all who were with him on the expedition* 
By our returned countrymen information was alfo 
brought, that Abba Thulle propofed to pay the En^- 
lijh a vifit in four or five days. By what our coun- 
trymen could obferve, Artingall appeared the largell 
of any of the iflands. 
Tnefdar ^^^ pinnace was fent after breakfaft to the wreck, 
i6. to fee what other materials could be procured ; it 
returned in the afternoon, bringing fome good plank, 
and a large quantity of fpike nails, things of the ut- 
mofl fervice in the bufinefs of conftrufting the veffel 
Tborfday Encouraged by the fuccefs of the preceding day, 
'7* the pinnace again vifited the wreck, and brought 

back more of the fame kind of materials. 

After 
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After a ftonny night the day proving bad, little 17^3? 
could be done till afternoon, when the weather clear- Thurfday 
ing, every hand was bufied about the veflcl. And the * ^* 
next day the pinnace was fent round for the timber Fridaf 

xo* 

that had been cut, almoft a fufficiency being now pro* 
cured, the frame of the veiTel being nearly complete 
ed; diis day a furnace was conftru^ed to heat the 
plank, and the day following all were employed in SatordaT- 
dubbing the timbers, and getting the firft plank upon ^^ 
her bottom : more materials were alfo recovered 
from the wreck, together with five bags of rice. 

This day three more planks were got upon the Sundaf 
bottom, and the boats brought fifteen bags of rice, 
which proved moil acceptable ; our people at this 
time, though undergoing very fevere daily labour, 
being at fhort allowance. The rice was greatly da- 
maged by having been long under water, it would 
not boil to a grain, but to a jelly. Yet hunger and 
diftreis give a reliih to many a difh, which in the lefs 
adverfe hours of life, the faucy appetite would look 
on with difdain ! 



CHAPTER 
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i JZ^i' CHAPTER XIV* 

I 

Ffogrefs of the Vejfd^ and other Occurrences. — Raa 
I Kook tonas from Pclew tofolicit more Men^ and a 

Swivel GUn^ to attend the King on a Grand Expedi* 
tion^'-^After fome Explanatim between Captain Wil- 
foft and the General^ the Reqne/l is granted i and the 
allotted Men return with Raa Kook.— Mr. Sharp 
goes fonie Days after to Pclcw, to fee the GeneraPs 
Son J who bad been wounded in tbefecond Battle.'^ 
Arrives juji i^ter his Countrymen had returned from 
ibe grand Expedition^ in which this young Matfy 
'u/hom he went to vifity had been killed. -^^A fiends 
Raa Kook to his Son^s Funeral^ of which dn Account 
is given^ 



Monday T 
i2. X 



±2, X T was a great cohfolatioh t6 our countryftira that 
the Antelope ft ill remabed unfeparated, as many ufc* 
fui things were occafionally procured from her. 

In the afternoon Tom Rofe, who had been left after 
the engagement, by the King's defite, to give him 
more particular information concerning the Englijb 
than he had hitherto obtained, came up from Pelev)^ 
bringing with him a prefent from Abba Thulle of a 
Quantity of yams, and a jar of moloffes, and at the 
fame time was charged to exprefs to Captain Wilfon^ 
and his officers, his hope that they would not take it 

amifs 
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amifs that he had not as yet paid them his intended 1783* 
vifit, owing to his having been detained at Pelew by 
the great number of thofe who^ were come to pay 
their compliments to him from the other iflands on- 
account of his late vidory, and that had he come, 
they would all have attended him. Some of them 
having exprefled a defire of accompanying him to 
(ee the En^lijb^ he had dlfluaded them from it, re- 
prefenting to them that the ifland jDeing very fmall, 
it would not afford fuflicient water for fo many, and 
that their vifit would neceffarily put tliQ Engjijh to 
great inconvenience. 

There appears to be a fingular attention paid by 
the King to our people, in this , as well as on every 
occaflon. His mind feemed to be as confiderate a^ 
it was liberal. He had undoubtedly obierved how 
much the curiofity of his own attendants, whenever 
he went to Oroolongj inevitably impeded our people's 
operations, and forefaw inhowftill greater^ a degree 
the crowding in of fo many ftrangers would add to 
their diftrefe; therefore, as the bufmefs of thefe 
ftrangers at this time was merely to pay their court 
to him, fo by remaining with them at Pel^w he pre- 
cluded them from teflifying any further wifli on this 
head. Yet whilft he managed this matter fo well 
for the fervice of the EngliJIjy. his delicacy was hurt, 
left, by not coming to exprefs his acknowledgments 
&r their late fervices fo foon as he had promifed, 

M they 
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^783- they might be inclined to impute to him a forget- 
fulnefs of thofe obligations he felt he bad to them. 

The pinnace having been fent this day to the 
wreck, at her return in the evening brought fixtcen 
more bags of rice, and alfo information that the King 
had fent his -canoes thither, and had carried away 
one of the fix-pounders. 

Tucfday About noon to-day there was a heavy fquali from 
*^* the northward, accompanied with hard raii^ and much 
lightning from the eaftward. 

Wcdncf- The planking of the veffel was now forwarded 
y ^^ with great afliduity ; they brought from the wreck 
this day a quantity of nails and fome fheets of cop- 
per J it having been in contemplation to fheath the 
, bottom of their new veffel, which was not above one 
fixth of the fi^e of the Antelope ; but this idea was 
very foon abandoned, for want of a fufEciency of 
copper nails to effeft the purpofe.— -No canoes were 
feen on board to-day, but a prodigious furf broke 
upon the reef. 

Thurfday Nothing occurred but the continued progrefs of 

F *d^ 6 ^^ veffel. — -The jolly-boat was fent to fifh, but, with- 
out fuccefs. It was fmgular that this was always the 
cafe ; whether our countrymen knew not the pro- 
per places to go to, or the proper bait, but every 
attempt of this kind proved fruitlefs. 

Saturday Qne canoe came to the illand to-day, and brought 
yams and cocoa-nuts ; more copper was got from the 
wreck, «^nd a cqnfi^erable quantity of nails, 
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Raa Kook arrived at Oroolong in the evening, ac- '783* 
companied by two ftrangers of rank, whom it wag Sunday 
afterwards known were Chiefs of fome of the neigh- *^' 
bouring iflands; they came in three canoes, and 
brought prefents of yams, cocoa-nuts, and three jars 
of molofles«-^Our people had been all the day bufied 
about the veifel, and were juft then going to prayers ; 
all th^ Pelew pecf)le attended the fervice, and behav- 
ed with the greateft decency : one or two of them 
happening to fpcak, Raa Kook checked them ; and 
they afterwards obferved ftriO: filence.— While at 
prayers, the Malay^ Soogle^ arrived from Pelew with 
a meifage to the General from Abba Tbulle^ and com* 
ing into the tent was going to deliver it ; but Raa 
Kooky unwilling that the Englijh fhould be. interrupt- 
ed, made a motion with his hand to keep filence, 
till tlve Captain (to whom he pointed) had done read- 
ing. After prayers, having received the meffage, 
he and the ftrangers entered into converfation with 
Captain Wilfon and his officers, and after fome time 
the General afked for fifteen men, and one of the 
fwivel-guns, to go with them on another expedi- 
tion. — ^The King, fluflied with the advantages he 
had already gained by the friendfhip of his new allies, 
feenied defirous to profit by their aid, and avenge 

• _ 

himfelf of all his enemies.— Captain Wilfon thought 
this a favourable opportunity to mention to the 
Ge»eral fuch things as he conceived he had a right 

M^ tQ 
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1783. to complain ofj firft, refpefting ther coolnefs with 
which they had gone away on the laft expedition to 
Artingall^ and (hewed him an empty cartouch-box, 
to let him fee how much he was in want of that 
paper which fome of the canoes had carried off* from 
the fliip. — He alfo complained that it had been fug- 
gefted to his people when at PehiVj by the Malajy 
that whenever the King appeared, the fame exter* 
nal marks of homage were expeded from them as 
were paid him by his own fubjedks, and that this 
was a matter which had much difturbed the Eng^ 
lijh ; he likewife informed the General, that the 
Englijh could never confent to go again to war with 
his brother, if he meant to put their prifoners to 
death, as it was contrary to the nature and cuftom 
of their nation to hurt any who had fubmitted to 
their power ; and finifhed, by adding a word or two 
on the fubjeft of onfc of the (ix-pounders having 
beeil carried away from the fhip, and expreffing ail 
apprehenfioh that fome mifunderftanding m,uft havd 
arifen, by their fending our people home without 
any of the Chiefs or Rupacks to accompany them, 
by which inattention his brother with another mad 
was near being drowned ; and fome arms alfo vtttt 
loft, notwitbftanding the uthioft endeavours of the 
boatmen, 

The General being coiiie to make this requeft of 
the men and fwivel for this third expedition (which 

was 
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was intended to be a vety formidable one) appeared ^l^S* 
exceedingly hurt at hearing all thefe matters, efpe* 
cially as there were two (Irangers of rank, wb,o had 
accompanied hiip ; and being alfo perfuaded that the 
attachment of our people to him was in every refpeft 
as warm as his.own, he had not a doubt but that he 
could prevailon them to grant the fwivel, although 
it had been refufed before :— what then muft his dif- 
appointment have been, when, inftead of having his 
wifli complied with as he expe£l:ed, he heard nothing 
but complaints ! His countenance, more expreilive 
than words, avowed what his feelings were, and the 
expreflive looks which be caft on Captain Wil/on and 
his officers, fo flrongly operated on their friendihip, 
that they willingly liftened to his explanations. 

He broke filence, by afluring the Captain he would 
makebim and his people perfedly eafy in every par« 
ticular circumftance«—*He began with the paper and 
cartouch-boxes, (felring probably they had not am« 
munition ready for the expedition) ; be aflured them 
that every endeavour had been ufed to get the paper' 
that had been carried away from the (hip, but there 
i^as none to be found, as what had been taken on 
fliore by the natives being thoroughly wet, dropped 
to pieces in their hands, and was therefore thrown 
away as ufelefs.i— *He faid the white ftufF (meaning 
the loqg cloth given to the' King and himfelf, and to 
Jtrra Kook^rJ was ner^rthelefs whole, and fliould be 

given 
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^1^3' given back to them to make cartridges,— That witfr 
regard to their going away abruptly, that was folely 
owing to Mr. Benger^s hafte to put the men into the 
canoes.— 'As to their fending the Englijh back in bad 
weather, without any Chiefs, that alfo was occafion' 
ed by Mr. Benger^s anxiety to return ; that they had 
ftrongly folicited him to defer it till the weather be- 
came more fettled, and other canoes were got ready. 
—He faid it had not been always their ufage to put 
their prifoners to death, but they had been lately 
obliged to do fo from neceility, as fome of them had 
efcaped home, and returning had treacherouily done 
them great liiifchief ; but aflfured the Captain that in 
future they fhould be all given up to the Englifb to 
do with them whatever they pleafed. — ^That refped* 
ing the great gun taken from the ihip, he had in 
commiflion from the King to tell them of it ; — ^that 
Abba ThuUe^ willing to keep the ftrangers that were 
vifiting him from interrupting the Englijhy had given 
them an account of the effeft produced by their fmall 
arms, but, dill more to furprize them, wiihed to con- 
vey to them fome idea of the havock that might be 
made with one of our weapons; that he had there- 
fore fent for one to fhow them, and that the King 
had defired the General to fay it fhduld now be fent 
back.— And laftly, as to his brother expefting any 
perfonal reverence from Captain WilforCs people, be 
abfolutely difavowed any fuch idea having ever been 

enter- 
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entertained by the King ; that it was a miftake, or 1 783- 
a mifconception, nor ever could have been wifhed 
or deflred •. 

Thefe matters being now fiitisfaftorily fettled^ 
Captain Wilfon took his officers out, to confult with 
them on the reqUeft ; when it was judged right to 
confent to their having the fwivel-gun and ten men, 
but no more. This being refolved on, he returned 
into the tent, and acquainted Raa Kdok with the 
determination ; which pleafed him much, and they 
all went to fupper with our people in great good- 
humour. 

After fupper the Generzll informed Mr. Sharps 
that his fon had in the laft battle been wounded in 
the foot by a fpear, but that he would fpeak to him 
further on this matter the next morning. — As his 

* This iriifundcrftanding had hecn occafioned fokly by the 
Malay, This artful fellow probably found, that the intereil he 
had with the King had declined in proportion as our people be- 
came more necefiary to him« and therefore had fct his brains to . 
work to awaken diftruft amongfl them ; in confequeuee of this, 
he had luggeiled this pretended requlBtion of the King, fup- 
poiing it would difpleafe the EngU/bf though in reality they never 
themfelves had the fmallefl reafon to fuppofe Aich a wifli in the 
King ; and from the low cunning they found this Malay guilty 
of, they readily ga^e him credit for a contrivance to make the 
King and our people mutually jealous of each other ; and there 
was caufe to believe he was under difgrace on account of this 
tranfadioni as he was not vlfible for many days after. 

two 
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1783. i^^o fnends, the Rt^acksi^ then wanted to go to rfeft, 
he requefted that he might take them to fleepin the 
Monday veffel, as the tent was too fmall for them. The 
fucceedlng day the General again mentioned to Mr. 
Sharp his fon'3 accident; he infol-med him^ that 
part of the fpear w^s broken in his foot, and could 
«ot be extraded ; reqixefling that he would go down 
^o Pelcw^ to fee if it was poflible to draw it 
out. Mr. Sharp under ftandin g that the young man^s 
foot was greatly fwelled, and had been fomented, 
wiftied that the fomentation might be continued, as 
the bed means to abate the fwelling ; acquainting 
the General^ that having three of thdr beft men 
very ill, it would be out of his power to accompany 
him that day to Pelew^ but as Toon as they were 
better, he would immediately attend him. 

Mr. Sharp enquired of fome of our people who 
had been in the battle, by what means the youth 
had received this wound ; and learnt that the fpear 
having been flung into his foot, by trying to pull 
it out, they had broken it fliort oiF; that the natives 
then applied a cord, faftened to the end of the fpear 
which remained in his foot, and had e>certed great 
ftrength to extract it, but the baib of the fpear 
having been forced between the fmall bones, the in- 
flammation and fwelling, which immediately took 
place, rendered every effort ineffectual ; and they 
would more eafily, in the flate the limb was, have 

pulled 
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pufled off Ills foot than have drawn out the frac- r7^3- 

Septcm. 

tured fpear. . A native, reputed to be fkilled in ihe& . 
matters, was then fammoned to infped the wound ; 
who, with a fmali kziife, which he had got from the 
wreck, began to cut away the flefli, m order to la} 
the bone bare $ but being probaUy prevemed finiih- 
ing the operation, from the eiffiifian of blood, after 
mangling the foot, they reforted to their accuftom- 
ed method of fomentation, which they iwere purfu- 
ing fas the <Teneral faid) when he left PeJew. About 
noon Raa Kook went froni Oroolongj taking with him 
the following men, and alfo the fwivel-gun, for 
the thh-d expedition, viz. Mr. Cummin., Mr. Af. 
WH/onj yobn Blanch the gunner, John Meal, James 
S'W^t^ Nicholas Tyacke^ Madan Blanchard^ Thomas 
Whitfisldy Thomas Wilfonj and Thomas Dulton. Mr. 
Dms accompanied them as a volunteen-^This ex« 
pedition appeared to be of great confequence, as all 
the neighbouring Rupacks were this time to attend 
the King ; whereas on the two former expeditions 
he had none but his own fubjefts with him, except 
the Engli/h. 

The veffel was now fo far advanced, that having Tu^fday 
planked her up as high as the bends, in the after- ^°* 
noon they began to trench under her bottom, in 
order to plank to the keel ; this had like to have 
been deftruftive to all their labours, for the tide, 
in the beginning of the night, rifing higher than 

ufual. 
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1783. nfual, broke into the trench, and had nearly vraOied 
away the blocks from under the veflel ; but the ac 
cident was providentially difcovered in time, and 
all hands inflantly went to work, with the utmoft 
expedition, to fill up the trench, and feCure the 
Oaober. vefTel from falling off the (locks, which kept them 
^^""^ employed until near morning, when they fouiid the 
danger hr greater than what even they had fup- 
pofed, for fome of the blocks having been difplaced 
by the water, they were obliged to get wedges and 
fet her up, in order to reinftate them, and get her 
once more fecured; which being accomplifhed, 
they contrived a bank or dam to keep out the tide* 
This accident was die more unlucky, as three of 
their bed workmen were then ill, which, with the 
abfence of thofe gone to the war, made the la- 
bour fall heavier on the refl.-^It may not be un- 
neceflary, perhaps, to give an account how this 
bank, to keep out the tide, was formed,— The pin- 
nace was laid a-ground> diredly before the velTel, 
where they wiflied to ftop the tide ; two holes were 
bored in her bottom, and (he was filled with (tones, 
xn order to fmk her ; at about a foot diftance, op- 
pofite the pinnace, was raifed a dry wall of large 
ftones, which was carried round each fide of the 
veflel beyond high-water mark ; it was lined on the 
infide with fmall branches and twigs, faftened with 
fiakes and (lones, to prevent their wafliing away; 

fand 
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land was then thrown on thefe branches, which, n^S* 
all together, compofed a bank of four or five feet 
thick ; and was continued quite round the iniide of 
the wall, and before the pinnacait was made flrong- 
eft, as having the greatell weight of water to refift* 
When finiihed, it efie£tualiy kept out the tide, and 
required no further trouble, than occaflonaliy to 
throw a few bafkets of fand upon fuch parts of the 
wall as fettled by the wa(h of the tide. By thefe va- 
rious employments, it was not till Thurfday the £?«• 
cond, in the afternoon, that they could get their dam 2. 
completed, in a manner to be perfe^Uy fecure ; thi^ 
accomplifbed, they again dug the trench, and the 
carpenter got one of the planks of the garboard drake 
on. The jolly-boat, being fitted with fails, was fent 
to Pelew for provifions ; and, the three fick men, 
being much recovered, the Captain defired Mr. 
Sharp to take his inftruments, and go in her, to 
fee if he could render any fervice to Raa Kook^s 
fon. 

In the abfence of fo many people, the bufinefs of 
the dock-yard was much impeded ; it was neverche- 
lefs followed up with every pofFible diligence by the 
few Englijhmen remaining at OrooJongy who, befide 
the fick, were only twelve in all :- the Chinefe were 
employed in repairing the bank, bringing down tim- 
ber from the woods, and fuch other ufeful work as 
they were capable of, 

The 



158 AN ACCOtTNT OF 

'783* The weather was very variable about this tmt^ 
Friday 3. ^^^ much lightning from the eaflward, accompa- 
S**i!da ^ ^^ ^^^ frequent fqualls and hard rain. 

Since the lad new moon, the tides tvere obferved 
to be remarkably faigh« The morning tides vrcitc 
very .low, and ebbed very little ; whereas the even- 
ing tides were high, and ebbed a long way out, 
leaving the harbour quite dry. 

Monday '^^^ ^^Y opened dark and gloomy, with much 
^ thunder, lightning, and continued rain, fo ,that they 
could not go out of the tents to work ^before noon* 
They were very uneafy on account of the jolly-boat 
being abfentfoimuch longer than they expe^ed, as 
alfo at not hearing of the fqccefs of the expedition ; 
but were relieved from their anxiety about one 
o'clock, by the arrival. of the jdly-boat, which Jiad 
left Fekw on Saturday morning, having been dfr 
stained by the bad weather at the fmall ifland till this 
morning, from whence they came away at day-light; 
they brought the welcome intelligence, that all our 
-people were well at P^/^it;, having returned from 
-the expedition on the Wednefday night pre- 
ceding, • in which they proved fuccefeful. They re- 
ported this- to have been the fevereft aftion of any 
yet fought, it latled near fix hours ; the people of 
Artingall^ afting on the defenfive, behaved with 
great refolution. The King detained our people, 
and the Rupacks who accompanied hkn on the ex'pe- 
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dition, at Pelew. in order to entertain them with 17^3- 
feafting and dancing; and fent in the boat fome 
yams and provifion, as alfo the fwivel, which they 
reported had done much execution, Abba Thulle 
returned by Mr. Sharp the Ihip's coppers ; this was 
indeed a great acquifitron to our people, who were 
in great Want of them to boil their provifion, having 
hitherto been obliged to drefs it in fome little kettles 
and faucepans, and defpaired of ever regaining the 
coppers, which had been carried away by the natives 
at their firft vifiting the wreck. Complaint of their 
want of them had been made to Ran Kooky and he, 
no doubt, acquainted the King therewith, who gave 
orders for diligent enquiry to be made, after them, 
and, difcovering where they were fecreted, had now 
returned them to the Englijh by the jolly-boat ;-^ 
evincing by this, as well as by every other part of 
his conduct, the generofity of his difpofitron, not 
allowing his people to detain from our countrymen 
any thing that had been onde their property, however 
valuable it might be in the eftimation of the natives. 
Mr. Sharp gave the following account of his vifit 
to Pelew /—That he got there about noon on the 
day he left Oroolong, and landing, went immediately 
towards the GeneraPs houfe, who feeing him, came 
out 16 meet him with a vifible concern on his coun- 
tenance. Mr. Sharp immediately told him the pur- 
port of his vifit, (hewing him the inftruments he 
had brought, which he told him be hoped might be 

of 
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r7^3> of much affiilance to bis Ton's complaint ; he bowed, 
' ^nd aifumed a more placid look, as if fenfibly touch- 
ed urith this mark of attention. He defired Mr. 
Sbarp to follow him, aiid led him to the Englijh 
houfe, around which he met all his countrymen, and 
where was alfo the King, the Chief Miniver, toge- 
ther with feveral of the Rupacks^ fitting on the large 
pavement before the boufe allotted to our people. 
He went direftly to pay his refpet^s to the King and 
the Rupacks. The purpofe of Mr. Sbarp*s coming 
being known, he was informed by the Chief Miniflerj 
that during the time Raa Kook was at Oroolongj the 
fomentation had occafioned the fwelling to fubfide, 
and that they had extraSed the fpear from the hot- 
torn of the foot, by forcing it through ; and that the 
youth (who was about eighteen, and inherited all 
the fpirit wd intrepidity of the father) finding that 
though he could not walk, yet that he was able to 
fiand up in a canoe, and throw a fpear, infilled that 
he wo Id go on this es^pedition, which they expeft* 
ed would be fuccefsfql, from the circuraftance of 
their having the fwivel, which they had before fo 
much fet their hearts on j but that very early in the 
engagement, this gallant youth, eagerly endeavour- 
ing to get up clofe to the fhore, received a dart in 
his body, \yhich entering between the throat and 
clavicle, he dropped and died inftantly. 

After Mr. Sharps and thofe who came with him, 
h^i partook of fome rcfreflijuent, which wjis brought 

put 
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out for them, Raa Kooky who was now returned, i^Sj, 
came up to Mr. Sharp and the boatfwain, who was 
a Eivpurite of his, and defired they would follow 
him, which they did to the water-fide, where they 
faw a very large canoe, trith only two men in it. 
He then informed them, he waited for fome people, 
whom he expefted to have found there. Soon af- 
ter twenty.pne /?r(^jr^ J. appeared, who were entire 
ftrangers to Mr. Sharpy but who had affifted Abba 
Thulk in his laft expedition ; Raa Kook defired Mr, 
Sharp and the boatfwain to go into the canoe firft, 
and a good, deal of ceremony paffed among the Ru^ 
packsy to fettle who Ihould go in the laft. — Uo kind 
of intimation was given whither they were goings 
however it was foon perceived that they were direft* 
ing their courfe to the little ifland oppofite to Pelew^ 
about three or four miles diftant from it, and where 
they had ftopped when they firft accompanied the 
General from Oroolong^ On landing, he took them 
a little way up the country, where there was a fquare 
pavement, furrounded by four or five houfes, w hich 
appeared to be uninhabited, as no people were mov- 
ing about, and the grafs was growing between the 
ftones of the pavement. After being feated, Raa 
Kook difpatched one of his attendants on a meffage,- 
Mr. Sharp and the boatfwain remaining ftrangers to 
the purport of this invitation.— rOur Surgeon, who 
had before fhewn his watch to Raa Kooky and 
fully expl^iied to him its utility and defign, perceiv- 
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»7^3- ing tbey were all very filent and grav^, and recollea- 
' ing how much this little machine had entertained 
the General's curiofity, pulled it out again, and put it 
into his hands, that he might (hew it to the Rupacks, 
and communicate to them how exactly the En^IiJb 
were able, by it, to meafnre the diviiion and lapfe 
of time J they appeared to be all wonderfully afto- 
nifhed at the account he gave them of its ufe and 
power, and not a little at hearing it tick.-*-It was 
near an hour before the meffenger returned, when 
the General conducted them to the town, which was 
about half a mile diftant ; they arrived at another 
fquaf e pavement, furrounded by a number of houfes i 
in the middle of this fquare were quantities of yams 
and cocoa-nuts, in piles, with fweet drink and iber- 
bet ; and on the outfide of the pavement was feated 
a great conoourfe of people of both fexes. On Raa 
Kook and the Rupacks appearing, they all refpeSful- 
ly rofe up. - The General and his friends being feat- 
ed, the attendants ferved out the provifions, firft to 
the General and his guefts, and then to the people 
, who were placed round* It was obfcrved, that all 

• 

the women who were in the crowd at the GeneraPs 
arrival, as fooa as the refreflunents were handed 
about, withdrew ; arid, what was very remarkabki 
all the cocoa-nuts which were brought on this occa 
iion, were old nuts, whereas it had never been ufual 
at other entertainments to fee any but young onesj 
however they took away the old ones • which were 

placed 



V 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. 163 

placed before the Englijloy and fet young ones in their 1383, 

Oaobcr. 
room. 

When this repaft, which was eaten in the moft 
profound filence, was nearly ended, there was heard 
at fome diibnce the lamentation of women ; Raa 
Kook touched Mr. Sharp, who was fitting next to 
him, oil the arm, and without fpeaking, made figns 
to him with his hand to go and fee what had occa- 
fioned this diftrefs ; he and the boatfwain both rofe 
up, and direftly went to the place whence thefe 
founds of furrow feemed to proceed, when they per- 
ceived a great number of women following a dead 
body, which was tied up in a mat, and laid on a 
kind of bier formed of bamboos, in (hape not unlike 
a chairman's horfe, and fupported on the (houldera 
of four men, no other males but the bearers attend- 
ing. Mr. Sharp and his companion were now per- 
fectly fatisfied that this muft be the funfral of Raa 
Kook's fon, yet were much puz^zled to know why it 
had been conduced fo filently, and that not a word 
or hint had been mentioned to them on the matter ; 
whether it was from that determined firmnefs of mind 
Vrhich was armed againfl: human weaknefs, or from ] 

whatever other motive, remained then, and ftill muft 
Remain, uncertain. — ^^Ihey arrived at the place of 
burial juft as the people were fetting down the bier, 
and laying the body in the grave prepared for it.— j 

The corpfe was depofited without any ceremony ; 
the men who had carried it began immediately, with 

N their 
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. 17^3- their hands and feet, to throw the earth over it and 
' fill up the grave, whilfl the women knelt dowft, and 
with loud cries feemed as if they would tear it up 
again, unwilling to be deprived of the laft fight of a 
loved objecb, which death had fnatched from them. 
— A heavy rain coming on, drove fome of the people 
away, as it did our two countrymen, to the firft 
ihelter they could obtain. 

When it cleared up they returned to Raa Kook and 
the Rupacks^ who had alfo (heltered themfelves from 
the wcathen The evening advancing, and proving 
tempeftuous, they could not return to Pelew. — ^Mn 
Sharp and his companion, with fome of the Rupacks, 
flept at the General's houfe ; the remainder of the 
company were provided for in other contiguous 
buildings. 

Previous to their departure, the next morning, for 
the King's ifland, Raa Kook took Mr. Sharp and the 
boatfwain to a houfe not far diftant from the place 
where his fon had been interred the preceding even- 
ing J there was only an old woman in the houfe when 
they went in, who, on receiving fome order fi'om 
the General, immediately difappeared, and foon af- 
ter returned with two old cocoa-nuts, and a bundle 
of beetle-n jt with the leaves ; fhe alfo brought fome 
red ochre. — ^He took up one of the cocoa nuts, crof- 
fing it with the ochre tranfverfely ; then placed it on 
the grounlby his fide. — After fitting very penfive*, 
he repeated fometliing to himfelf, which our people 
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conceived was a kind of prayer, as he appeared a 1783. 
good deal agitated; he then did the fame thing 
by the fecond cocoa-nut, and afterwards croffed 
the bunch of beetle-nut, and fat penfively over 
it ; this done, he called the old %voinan and deli-* 
vered her the two nuts, and the bundle of beetle- 
nut, accompanied with fome direftions.— Mr. Sharp 
and his companion, obferving her go towards 
the young man*s grave, their curiofity would have 
induced them to follow her, in order to have obferv- 
ed the conclufion of this ceremony ; but peculiarly 
circumftanced as the diftreffed father then was, they 
felt an unwillingnefs to trefpafs on his feelings, by 
teftifying any defire after further information. 

At their return to Pelew^ their countrymen much 
wondered what had occafioned their abfence, of 
which being informed, they in return related that 
they had alfo been witneffes of the funeral of another 
young man, who had fallen in the laft battle. — But 
this we need not notice here, referving it to that part 
of the work which will defcribe the manners and 
cuftoms oiPelew. 

The General conduced Mr. Sharp to the King, 
who was then feated in the fquarc, and who defired 
to fee the inftruments which he had brought with 
him, in the kind intention to have affifled his deceaf- 
ed nephew; our Surgeon fent for them to Raa 
Kook^s houfe, in whofe care they had been dcpofited ; 
Aey were foon produced, and Mr. Sharps by the in- * 

N % terpreter. 
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»783* terpreter, explained to him feparately the ufe of 
* every inftrument. The furprize and pleafure the 
fight afforded Abba Thulle was fo great, that he beg- 
ged Mr. SA^r^ would go with him, juft by, to where 
feveral Rupacks were lodged (who were come to pafs 
a few days with him on account of his late fuccefsl 
that they might alfo be indulged with a view of ihefe 
inftruments. A full explanation of the different 
purpofes to which they were applicable, was again 
given to ihefe Chiefs, in whom it certainly produced 
great amazement. They examined the knives, and 
faws for amputation, with wonder; and probably 
had their imaginations half overfet by the ideas, 
which all thefe objeds, fo new and fo fingular, mull 
have itarted in their minds* 
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CHAPTER XV. 1783. 

Odlober. 



The Men who had been on the third Expedition to 
Artingall return — un Account of it given. — Cdptain 
Wilfon invited by the King to vjfit the Rupacks, 
V^ho had attended as Allies in the lajl Battle,—^ 
Accompanies the King and his Brother to fome 
yiands to the Northward^ xuhere there was much 
Feftivity on the OccaJion^-^Is received with great 
Hojpitality^ and after Jive Days Abfence returns 
to Oroolong. 



A 



BOUT eleven o'clock in the forenoon all Tucfday 
the warriors returned to Oroolong^ perfeftly well, in "* 
high fpirits/ and greatly pleafed with the trejitment 
they had received fronj their Pelew friends. — Raa 
Kook accompanied them, with four canoes* bringing 
ibme yams, and two jars of moloffes. 

With refpeft to the third expedition^ I fliall pur- 
Aie the fame method as I did in the defcription of 
the fecond battle of Artingall^ and deliver the par- 
ticulars of it as I myfelf received tbem froin Mr. M. 
Wilfon^ who was prefent at it, and which particu- 
lars were fully confirmed by every yepprt qf the 
tranfaftion to the Captain. 

" The outfet of this bufmefs was nearly the fame 
^ as in .the fecond expedition, though the number 
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1783. « of canoes far exceeded thofe which accompanied 
** the King before. — ^When we got to ArtingaU no 
canoes were feen, though the ufual previous 
notice had been fent of our coming to attack 
them. — 'The Pelezv people being unable to pro- 
*' voke the appearance of the enemy, landed, and 
*' went a little way up from the fea-fliorc. Raa 
^' Kook now took the command, and conduced the 
*' troops ; the King remaining in his canoe, occa- 
** fionally difpatching the Frigate canoes with orders 
** to him and Arra Kooker. — We were entreated 
** not to land; we however, perceiving that the 
enemy were beginning to defend themfelves, 
jumped on fhore to aflift our friends, and befieg- 
ed fome houfes poffeffed by the enemy.— The 
^' fwivel, which had been fixed in a canoe . which 
** the natives' had prepared for the purpofe, with 
** great ingenuity and judgment, played conftantly 
" on the houfes which were filled with people ; out 
mufquetry covering the Pelew people, foon dif. 
lodged the enemy, and one of the houfes was 
by fome accident prefently in flames.— -We were 
often greatly annoyed by the enemy, who ruflied 
*' down on us with a fliower of fpears ; in return, 
" whenever we perceived them coming, a brilk fire 
*' was kept up, which not only difperfed them im- 
*' mediately, but in all probability muft have killed 
^ a confiderable number of them. — Arra^ Kooker^ 
*' who had gone further than any other in purfuit of 
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" the enemy, afcending a hill in fight of the canoes, 1783. 
" and obferving one of the AKiingall people coming 
" down, ftept unnoticed amongft fome buflies to let 
him pais, and then purfuing him down the decli- 
vity, ftunned him with a blow from his wooden 
" fword *, and was dragging him a prifoner to his 
canoe, when Thonias Wilfon^ feeing feveral of the 
enemy rulhing down on Arra Kooker^ and that he 
muft inevitably have been killed, ran immediately 
^^ to hii aiTiflance, and levelled his piece at the 
" Artingall people, which they perceiving, inftantly 
" betook themfelves to flight ; this was a circum- 
" fiance the more fortunate, as Thomas Wilfon had 
" expended his whole ftock of ammunition in co- 
^^ vering the landing, and had adtually at the time 
" no charge in his mufquet. 

" The natives of Artingall behaved with much 
" courage in this engagement; they defended the 
" houfe that took fire to the laft, nor quitted it till 
it was ready to fall. — One of tTie Pelew people 
on 'this occafion diftinguilhed himfelf in a very 
extraordinary manner ; he ran to the houfe while 
it was in flames, tore oflF a burning brand, and 
carrying it to another houfe, where many of the 
enemy had taken ftielter, fet it on fire, and (the 
materials of their buildings being very combufti- 
ble) it was quickly burnt down j the man, after 
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* The fame fort of weapon was prcfcntcd to Captain Wilfon 
Bl£mungfp and is figured in plate II. No z. 
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1783. <« accoraplifiiing this bold atchievement, had the 
" good fortune to return to his companions unhurt ; 
*' the King publicly rewarded him for his courage, 
^* by immediately placing with his own hands a 
*' firing of beads in his ear, and making him after. 
^* wards an inferior Rnpack on his return to PtkiVn 

'' In this aftion five canoes were deftrovcd. which 
*' the enemy had hauled on fhore, and alfo their 
^* wharf or caufe way, which was much longer an J 
** broader than that at Pelcw. Befide doing much 
^* other damage to the enemy, they brought away 
^^ the flone on which the King of Artingall Cits when 

in council ; this afforded occafion for great re. 

joicing when they got back, but were not fo truly 
" felt as after the fecond battle, the triumph of the 
" day being overclouded by the death ofRaa Kook*j 
^' fon, and another youth of note, both killed in 
'^ this engagement, as alfo from having thirty or 
** forty of their people wounded, feveral of whom 
" died in confequence thereof, in a few da^s ^fter 
^* their return to Pelew *.** 
Wcdncf- This morning Mr. Barker unfortunately fell 
day 8. backward from one of the flages, and was much 
hurt. — Our men being now employed about the 
vefTel, and Raa JiT^Oit waiting with two canoes at 
Oroolongj Captain Wil/on went, by the particular 

• The carrying off the regal ftone frpm Art'mgal! might add as 
much imaginary glory to the day as our flrft Edward*! bringing 
\» W^tninjler the inauguration ftone of the Kings oi S^otiotJ* 

ddin. 
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dcfire of the King, to pay a vifit to the Rupacks who 1783. . 
attended him on the lad expedition. The Captain 
vas accompanied by his fon Henry Wilfon^ Thomas 
Dultonhis fervant, and the linguifl. — After they had 
got out of the harbour they waited fome time for 
the canoes, which had been fifhing. — ^The General 
fent a turtle and fome fifli to the tents, and took the 
reft to Pe/ew, where they arrived about ten o'clock 
at night ; the King had been gone an hour before to 
the great ifland called EmungSj where thefe Rupach • 
lived, but had left his eldeft fon, J^ti Bill, to receive 
Captain Wil/on and go forward with him. — Raa Kook 
afked the Captain if he liked to follow his brother j 
but he declined going any further till morning^ 
feeling himfclf indifpofed. 

About feven o'clock the next morning they em- Thurfda? 
balked mRaa Kook*s canoe ; the General was accom- 9- 
panied by two of his wives, having eleven men to 
paddle, and taking with them provifion for the day ; 
they went to the northward about ten or twelve 
leagues, and about noon were off the mouth of a 
rivulet that ran up into the ifland of Emur?gx, where 
j4bba Thulle then was, — Raa Kook here ornamented 
his canoe with (hells, and founded his conch, to give 
notice of his arrival. 

This rivulet was both narrow and (hallow, its 
fides full of mangrove trees, which in feveral places 
M^ere cut away to make a free paifage for the canoes 
to pafs up and down. — la their paffage to get into 

th« 
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' 7^3* the rivqlet or creek, they were frequently in dan- 
ger of being a-ground, which the natives feemed 
much to fear, on account of the fiiarp coral-ftone$ 
upon the banks ; it was neceflary for them to keep 
a good look-out, as they had frequently fudden tran* 
fitions from deep to (hallow water. — After advanc- 
ijig near a mile up this cre<ik (through part of which, 
it being low-water, the boatmen were obliged to get 
put and track the canoej they came in fight of feme 
Jioufes ; the conch (liell was again founded, whea 
three or four young men appeared, but returned 
back immediately, as if furprized j Raa Kocij oa 
feeing this, ordered two of his men to go up to the 
houfes, who returned with a piece of board, on 
which they feated Captain WiJfon, and four of the 
men took him on Ihore, Raa Kook walking by his 
fide, the canoe being a-ground* The bank of the 
river was by this time crowded with the natives ; 
through this throng they were conduSed to a large 
Jioufe, where the novelty of feeing men of a diffe- 
rent colour to themfelves had drawn together ^ frefc 
concourfe of people, whofe c^iriofity was ftill more 
raifed by what they had heard of them in the late 
different expeditions.— ^The Captain and his compa- 
nions ftayed at this place about half an hour, to reil 
themfelves, and gratify the patives, who appeared 
exceedingly defirous to touch them j they then 
walked about a quarter of a fnile further, where 
4bba Tbulle with the ^upack^ were e^pefting their 

arrival. 
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arrival. — ^Th^y found the King and the Chiefs in a 1783- 
large houfe or public building j the former made 
figns to Captain Wilfon to fit down. — ^They remain- 
ed there about two hours, and then went to vifit the • 
Rupack of the town, who was a very old man and 
unable to walk — being accompanied by Raa Kook^ 
who introduced them. A kind of ftool or low table 
covered with boiled yams, a tub of fweet drink, and 
a fifh were fet before them. — ^I'hey taftedthem, and 
remained about half an hour with the old Rupa(:k^ 
and returned to the great houfe, whither the provi- 
fions were fent after them. — ^iVbout five o'clock in 
the evening a dancing began, after the manner of 
the country, at each end of the outfide of the great 
houfe, and another at a houfe a little diftant, w^here 
another large company were with Arra Kooker and 
the King's eldeft fon, ^i Bill. — Supper was ferved 
by two butlers* It was obferved, in the houfe where 
Abba Tbulle was, that though an allotted Ihare, or 
portion of the entertainment was ferved to each 
Rupackj his family and guefts, yet none of them 
touched a bit till the King gave the word to eat j 
neither did they at night lie down to lleep until he 
was covered with his mat. 

The dancing continued the whole night, with 
finging, the women joining in both, which altoge- 
ther made a terrible noife ; and our people having 
only rough uneven boards to fleep on, with a boat- 
cloak fpread under them, and a jack for a coverlid, 

they 
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1783. they may be rather faid to have lain down than reft- 
' -cd. — ^Thefe diverfions did not ceafe till' ten o'clock 
Friday the next morning, and at three in the afternoon 
were renewed for an hour ; when two parties of the 
natives came from a wood that was clofe to the town 
and rufhing out by different ways, reprefented to 
the fpi'tftators a mock fight; after which they joined 
in one band, and began a kind of dance, with their 
fpcars in thTsir hands ; during which four large fpears 
were brought and prefented to Captain JVil/on by the 
Chief of the- band, one at a time, he making a fhort 
fpeech at the delivery of each of them, and then re- 
turned to join the dance ; he alfo prefented the Cap- 
tain with a fword, made of very hard wood, and cu- 
StePhie rioufly inlaid with (hell. — This dance lafted about an 
'^^^ hour; when it was ended, Captain ff/^n enquired 

of the linguifl: the meaning of fome hunian fkuHs he 
faw placed over the outfide of the. doors at the ends 
of the great hovife ; he direftly went and alked Raa 
Kook, who gave him the following account : — ^That 
the Rupacks and principal men of Emungs having 
gone on fome particular occafiDn to another ifland,- 
taking with therh a eonfiderable nuiriber of the itiha- 
bitants, a party of the Artigall people landed at their 
town, and killing many who could not efcape into 
the woods, fet their, houles on fire; the news of 
which being brought to Abba Tbulle^ he immediate- 
ly aflembled his canoe^^ and warriors, and went and 
attacked (hem before ' they had quilted the pl^ce > 

that 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. 



^75 



that being fo unexpeftedly befet, many were kil- 1783. 
led, and the reft fled, fome in their canoes, and 
others into the woods ; that the Rupacks and people 
of Emungs returning at this junfture, few of the 
Ariingall people elcaped ; and that thofe were the 
heads of fome of the Chiefs.^l^his affair appeared 
not to have happened very long before, as tlie mate- 
rials of the houfes which had been deftroyed looked 
ftill rather fre(h, nor were overgrown with weeds at 
that time. — In the evening they renewed their merri- 
ment, which continued till midnight, when they 
went to reft. 

The morning was ufliered in with new dances. Satmdsr 
After breakfaft there was much heavy rain, with ^^* 
thunder and lightning ; in the afternoon the weather 
clearing, the old Rupack of the place came down to 
the raifed fquare pavement, which was at one end 
of the great houfe where our people were j he was 
brought on a board flung with a rope at each end, 
and carried by four men. — After he was feated, a 
meflfenger came and fpoke to Abba Thulle^ who im- 
mediately faid fomething to the Rupacks in the great 
houfe, and they all went out on the pavement, and 
feated themfelves with much refpeft ; Abba Thulle 
alfo quitted the houfe, leaving none but the E7ig!ijb 
in it ; yet did not go to the old Rupack^ or take any 
notice of the ceremony carrying on, but fat down 
under a tree, where he could not be obfprved, and 
amufed hirafelf in malung the handle of a hatchet* 

— ^After 
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1785. — After fome time fpent in converfation, the cid 

O^iubcr. 

' Rupack difttibtited beads to the other Rupacks^ inihe 
following manner \- — The old Rupdck gave them to 
an officer in waiting, wlto advancing into the middle 
of the fquaf(^, and holding them up between his fore- 
finger and thumb, niade a Ihort Ipeech, and with a 
loud voice called out the perfon's name for whom 
they were defigned, and immediately ran and gave 
them to him, and then returned in a flow pace* to 
the old Rupack for the next, which was prefentecf in 
the fame manner. — Captain Wilfori I'emained in the 
houfc bbferving the ceremony, till the Ihiguift ^as 

- • 

lent to him, when he went out, and was direclecPto 

a feat near to tiis friend Raa Kooky and foon after 

^te plate ^^^ tortoifc-fliell fpoons, and a ftring of red beads, 

^i^'fg' 2. which were mdde fi-om a coarfe fpecies of cornelian, 

Plntr III. were brought forward, which the before mentioned 

^^* '* cflicer holding up, called out Englees^ and inflantly 

ran and prefentcd them to the Captain. — Abba 

Thul!e\ beads, which were of glafs *, were given to 

' Raa Kooky who perfonated the K^ng on this occafion. 

There certainly appears, fi-omwhat has beenfaid, 

* Tiie beads {irft fpokcii of were of th^ir own makings bang 

^ klad of coloured earth baked : they made tliem alfo at Pelew^ 

but our people had never any opportunity of feeing how. they were 

mannfa^^yrcd. — They alfo confidercd as beads the glafs oneslaft 

mcT^ttoned, being only bits of broken glafs, which they had the 

art of drilling ; fome beads they faw of this kind were made 0/ 

green and white glafs, being fmall pieces of broken bottles which 

had been got out of tic AnUlopn 

tt 
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to have been fome etiquette, not properly underftood ' 7^3- 
by our people, in Abba ThuUe's retiring whilft the 
old Rupack was diftributing his favours.— -There wa5 
reafon to fuppofe, that if their rank was the fame, 
yet the ceremonials of their perfonal interview might 
not be fufficientljr fettled, fo as to admit of their 
meeting on terms of equal dignity on both fides. 
Therefore the King of Pelcw, though aftually pre- 
fent, was only prefumed to be fo in the perfon of 
his brother the General ; who, as appears before, 
.anfwered for him, and in his name received that tef- 
timony of refpecl with which one fovereign wa« ' 
pleafed to greet another. When the old Rupack had 
diftributed all his favours, a general converfation 
took place among the Chiefs, which continued for 
about an hour ; after which the old Chief was put 
on his board, and carried back in the fame manner 
he had been brought to the fquare. Fifti, yams, and 
other refrefhments were then given to the attendants 
of Abba TInille and the other Rupacks. — The even- 
ing was paffed in the great houfe, as before. 

In confequence of Captain Wilfon having requefted Sunday 
to return to Oroohng^ the conch-ftiell was founded at 
day-light, and the canoes got in readinefs for depar- 
ture. At eight o'clock they all went to the houfe 
where they firll landed, and here, before they em- 
barked, Raa Kook expreffed a wifh to fire a muflcet ; 
but having no idea of the fliock it would occafion, 
and holding it loofe, it ftruck his fhoulder with fuch 

force 
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1783- force as threw him backwards, and it fell fiomhij 
hands. He expreffed much furprize that the Englijh 
could do this with fo much eafe, and that he was 
neither able to ftand or hold it when fired. They 
now went on board, and fell down the creek, it beinj 
near high-water* After they had got to the outlet 
of the creek, one of the Rupacks^ who was going to 
th^ northward, where he lived, parted company, 
carrying away in his fuite eight or nine canoes. This 
Rupjck^ whofe name was Maaih^ had two Boms oa 
bis arm- Captain Wilfon had given Abba ThuHe the 
fpaniel dog, which the King had with him at this 
time^ When they vrerc out of the creek, and Maaib 
was tailing leave, Abba Thulle delivered to him the 
dog, and alfo the fcarlet coat ; but they were after- 
wards returned to him, as our people faw him wear 
the coat when he went againft Peklcw, and faw the 
dog frequently afterwards at Pelew ; which fatisfied 
them that they were only lent to Maaih to take to 
his ifland, that he might fhew them to his own peo- 
ple. Captain Wvfon having declined going to vifit 
them, though ftrongly folicited, excufing himfelf on 
account of the long time it would occafion his being 
abfent from Oroolong. — Abba Thulle and his train, 
which conQfled of about forty canoes, returned to 
the fouth ward. About teno*clock they were over- 
taken by a violent fquall of wind, with much thun- 
der, lightning, and rain, which obliged every canoe 
to fnift for itfclf ; the boatmen, in that canoe where 

the 
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the Captain was, jumped overboard, to avoid being 1783- 
wetted with the rain *, holding by the canoe with one 
So-m, and keeping it as it Ixrere at an anchor ; biit 
finding thfe rain continue after the thunder had ceaf- 
ed, they made for the fhore, which having reached^ 
the boatmen very expeditioufly ^ndled a fire, by 
tubbing two pieces of wood together. The Captain 
remarked, that at each flafli of lightning Raa Kook*s 
two wives, who were in the fame canoe with him, 
Iheltered under his boat-cloak, muttered fomething 
that feemed to be a prayer or ejaculation ; Raa 
Kook covered himfelf with his mat. About noon the 
Weather cleared Up, and they joined the King, who 
gave our people boiled fifli for dinner, fomewhat re- 
fembling mullet. About one o'clock all landed \ 
and the King and his retinue, with our people, walk- 
ed up the country about a mile, to a town called 
Aramalorgoo^ where was exhibited a dance of .fpear- 
men ; after which the ufual fort of refrefhments were 
ferved to the company. They then returned to their 
canoes, and came to a place called Emillegue, which 
appeared to be a diftinft government, as a formal in* 
vitation came oflF from the Rupacky or Chief of that 
ifland, to folicit the company to land. It was a large 
town, fituated about a mile from the fea-fhore. The 

* Notwithftanding the natives bathed dally in frefh water, yet 
they all appeared to have a great diflikc at being wetted by rain ; 
it 18 probable the fpattering of it on their naked' bodies niight 
create an unpleaiant fenfation. 

O Rupack 
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1783' Rupack was a fat, good-looking, friendly old man; 
' and, by every mark of external refpeft paid to him, 
feemed to be a perfon of confiderable confequence. 
Our people conceived the idea, that fome eti- 
quette here alfo operated on the King of Fekwy as 
he would not himfelf go on fhore, but flayed in his 
canoe, though it was his wifh that all the reft of 
his company fliould land. They were here enter- 
tained with a dance, and treated with fome broiled 
pigeons, &c. They atfo were invited to, and moft 
kindly received at two or three private houfes. It 
was night before they got back to the canoes, aiid 
being dark, the people were fo hofpitable that they 
would walk with them, and condud them in fafety 
to the water-fide, bearing lighted torches in their 
hands, and taking them by the arm whenever the 
path was uneven or difficult. 

About ten o'clock Captain Wilfon and his party 
arrived at Felew ; the King*s canoe not being come 
in, no perfon offered to go on fhore, the fame was 
obferved by all the other canoes j nor till the King 
went on fhore was any thing removed from the 
boats. And here I mufl notice, that though thefe 
ceremonials were obferved by all ranks to Abba 
Thulhy even by his brothers Raa Kook and Ana 
Kookerj yet Captain Wilfon and the Englijh were 
exempt from them ; and Raa Kook gave them to 
underftand the Englijh might land when they pleaf- 
ed } but the Captain finding this was an eftablifhed 

form, 
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form, chofe to remain in the canoe, out of refpefl: ^'T^s- 

[ oaobcr. 

to the Kmg, and in compliment to the GeneraU — 
Our people ftayed all night at the houfe by the 
water-fide, Abba ThuUe remaining with them. A 
council was held, before they went to fleep, confift- 
ing of the King^ his brothers, and the chief /Jk^^^^j 
who had returned to Pelew / the purport of which 
was made known next day at breakfaft, by Abba 
Thulleh afking the Captain if he would go with ^^"^^^ 
him once more to battle ? — ^Who replied, that he 
muft confult his officers and people at Oroolong^ be- 
fore he could with propriety give an anfwer ; that 
when he left the ifland many of them were fick, nor <* 
could he tell but that at his return he might find 
others ill alfo ; but fliould that not be the cafe, he 
would with pleafure comply with his wiflies. The 
King then afked, why the jolly-boat had never been 
once down at Pel^ for yams, fince the time the 
Captain had been with him at the iilands ? Captain 
Wilfon anfwered, that they had only one boat in ufe, 
the other being funk at the head of the new veflTel, 
to make a bank to keep off the tide. — ^The wea- 
ther that had been fqually, being now clearing, 
and the wind getting to the N. E. our people left 
Pelew about eleven in the forenoon. They flop- 
ped an hour at the fmall iiland, and reached Oroo^ 
long about four in the afternoon ; Raa Kook return- 
ing with them. 

Oa Oa 
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>7*3- On arriving at Oroolongj it was vith great. fatis- 
* &£tion they found Mr. Barker fo well recovered 
from his accident as to be able to go about. The 
vefTel alfo was much forwarded, all her beams laid, 
and moft of them fecured.— The General, ever at- 
tentive to the intereft and fervice of our . country* 
iiien^ fent back immediately all the canoes (except 
his own, in whom he could confide) that they might 
not pilfer^ or be guilly of any mifdemeanor. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XVI. ,,«j. 

Proceedings at Oroolong.—yA^ General remains with 
the Englifh. — Intelligence is brought to him that the 
People of Artingall were come to fue for Peace.^-^ 
The King arrives the next Day^ and for the firjl 
Time brings one of his Wivesy his favourite Daugb^ 
terj and fever al of their female Attendants j^^He 
continues at the Back of the Ifland three or four Daysy 
during ns^hich Time the General^ who went with him^ 
was much indifpofed.-^Mr. Sharp vifits bim^ and 
relieves his Complaint. '^The Kingy with Raa Kook, 
and bis Retinue^ return to Pelew. — He Jends the 
Englifh fofue Colours to paint their YeffeL'-^Mr^ 
Sharp goes to Pelew to enquire after Raa Kook's 
Healthy whom he finds gettitig welU 

X HE jolly-boat went this morning for water, but Tucfday 
found the well dry, there being feven canoes already '^ 
there. It was underftood from Tom Rofe^ that they 
preceded the King, who was coming wiih men and 
boats to bring on fhore all the fhip*s guns. In the 
courfe of the day our people got fome water, and a 
fmall canoe brought a few filhj^ and a fine fea craw-fifli^ 
The cook having been very negligent in his bufi- 
nefs, fpoiling often the rice, and being fufpefted, in 
concert with one of the China-men^ his afliftant, of 

appro- 
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17^3- appropriating to themfelves part of the very fmall 
Wednef- q^*^^^ity of meat they could afford to boil with it; 
day 15. he was ordered to be punifhed with a Cobbing* . In 
confequence of the regulations before mentioned to 
have been made amongft themfelves, this was carried 
by a majority. The Cobbing was performed by ftrip- 
ping him to the waift, and tying his hands againft a 
tree, to keep liim extended ; when one man, with a 
thin flat piece of wood, like a battledore, impofed the 
number of ftripes'he was ordered to receive. The 
cook's afliftant was alfp punifhed in like manner ; 
and another China-nian for wounding one of his 
countrymen on the head with a ftone. Raa Kook^ 
feeing thefe fellows tied up, appeared concerned, 
and applied to Captain Wilfon to beg them oflF; but 
the fafety of this little community abfolutely requir- 
ed that regularity and obedience fhould be preferv- 
ed ; and this was fully explained to the General, t^ 
an apology for his requeft not being complied with. 
He flood by, however, whilft the punifhra?nt was in- 
flided ; and not finding it was of a ferious nature, 
feemed convinced our people were right ; and when 
the Ciyma-mcn came to receive the fame difcipline, 
they fet up fo lamentable a cry, that he was even 
diverted by their pufijlanimity, 

This afternoon three canoes came to the watering- 
place, in one of which was a woman, the firft that 
had been feen at Oroolong by the Englijh ; they after- 
wards came round to the harbour, when the; woman 

came 
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came on fhore ; who, after viewing the veflel, went 17^3- 
up to the fmith's-ihop, and from thence to the cook's 
habitation. After looking about with much atten- 
tion, ihe came back to the veflel ; which (he exa- 
mined again for a few minutes, and then returned 
to her canoe. She was not accompanied by any one 
of the men from the canoes. Our people never 
could learn who (he was, as Raa Kock was gone oS 
at that time to the wreck. She appeared to ftep 
cautioufly, but ftill was excited by her curiofity to 
peep about every where. It was judged thtry cam© 
from Emilleg^ue^ no one recollecting any Pelew coun- 
tenance among them. The bottom of the veflel was 
this day begun to be caulked, as alfo her deck to 
be Iaid» 

The jolly-boat ftill continued her vifits to the Thurfday 
wreck, from whence flie generally brought fome- *^' 
thing that was of fervice. A canoe came into the 
harbour with fifli, and a turtle of about two hundred 
pounds weight. Raa Kook fent the turtle to the King, 
but gave our people mofl: of the fiflj* In the after- 
noon a canoe came from Pelewy to notify to the Ge- 
neral the arrival of the Chirf Miniji^r oi Ariingall at 
that place, who had brought with him oflers of peace. 
Notice of it was alfo fent to Captain Wilfon. 

Raa Kook appeared much pleafed with the news, 
and told the Captain that he fuppof(^d this was the 
jreafon why his brother Abba Thulle waS not come up 
before, but that he would be at Qroolong the next day. 

•«-A cauoc 
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1 783. —A canoe wanting to enter the harbour in the night, 
Friday' the wsitch fired to keep it off j but it came in the 
* 7- next morning, and brought fome fifli. The General 
gave pur people three, which ferved every one for a 
dinner, and was the faving of two hams ; the reft 
of the fifli being kept for the King, who arrived 
about ten o'clock in the harbour, attended by nine 
canoes. With him came his youngeft daughter, 
Erre Bcfsy and eight or nine women, who, except 
the fmgle woman juft before mentioned, were the 
firft who had vifited Or oolong. Before Abba Thidk 
came on fliore, the General, who went out to meet 
him, had given him an account of every thing that 
was going on. The King ordered a prefcnt of yams, 
cocoa-nuts, and fweetmeats, to be given to our peo- 
ple ; after which he landed. He led his daughter by 
the hand on (hore, who feemed to be about nine 
years of age } and of whom then, as well as on all 
future occafions, he feemed to be immoderately fond. 
The General took care of all the other females, and 
fliewed them about the cove. The King, after apo- 
logizing to Captain Wilfon for not having been able 
to come to Oroolong earlier to thank him for his fer- 
vices, feemed impatient to view the works carrj'hig , 
on. He took the Tackelbys^ or artificers who came 
with him, to fee the yeffel, and appeared much de- 
lighted to obferve the form ith^d taken fince he had 
lalt been on the ifland, and was quite aftoniflied at 
the conveniencies he found it had. Then going 

within 
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mthin the barricade, he was attrafted by the boys 1783- 

. . Oduber, 

fpinning fpun-yarn, which much pleafed him. His 
brother (hen took him into the Cbina-men's tents, 
who were all employed in picking oakum. — Among 
the women whom Raa Kook conduced about the 
cove, there was one who ftruck all our countrymen 
as being fuperior in elegance and beauty, as well as 
in her graceful manner of walking, to any female 
they had noticed at Pelew ; (he was very young, and 
they could not help making fome enquiries about 
her of the General, who informed them that flie was 
pne of the King's wives, and was called Ludce ; — 
this lady, as well as all her female companions, tefti- 
fied that degree of furprize, which the firft fight of 
our different works had excited" in all the /other 
natives. 

After they had amufed themfelves in feeing every 
thing that was going forward, a canvafs was fpread 
in the cove for the King, the General, and the la- 
dies ; the Captain entertained them with fifli, and 
boiled rice mixed with molofles to fweeten it ; which 
never having tafted- before, they feemed to relifb 
very much. 

The King, in converfing with the Captain, want- 
ed to know where he kept his powder, and how 
much he had j he anfwered, that the gunner, who 
had the care of it, was abfent, but when he came 
home in the evening he would enquire. Abba Tbulle 
feeming to recoiled that there might be fome im- 
propriety 
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' 7^3* propriety in the queftion, changed the difcourfe in* 
' ftantly, nor refumed it any more. He faid he 
was cqme to get the great guns on fhore, and a{ked 
if he fhould bring them to Oroolongj or take them to 
Pelew? Captain Wilfon went oyt and confulted the 
Chief Mate, when it was thought beft to pay him 
the compliment of faying he might take them ail 
to Pelew except one, which would be wanted to go 
with th^ veflel. 

Abba Thulle informed the Captain that he was 
now at peace with moft of his neighbours, but that 
he believed he was indebted for this peace to their 
mufquets; he therefore hoped the EngUjh would 
give him fome when they went away ; adding, that 
they did not requeft iron, as of that they had now 
received a fufHciency ; the only thing they wiflied 
for was powder and mufquets, and defired he might 
have ten. — In anfwer to all this the Captain told 
him that the Englijh would always continue to be 
his friends ; but that it would be impoflible to fpare 
ten of them, as the Englijh were at that moment at 
war with different nations, whofe (hips they might 
have to contend with in their paflage home ; how- 
ever, that when they quitted his country, they would 
at all events give him five ; he fcemed much pleafed 
with the Captain's anfwer : who added, that fliould 
his neighbours again make war with him, he might 
(from the kind treatment he had Ihewn the Englijh) 
declare that they would return in a much larger 

(hipi 
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(hip, with a number of men, and would avenge any '783- 
infult they Ihould offer to him in their abfence. 

In the afternoon he took his canoes and people to 
the watering-place.-^This amiable Prince was per- 
petually giving new proofs of his attention to tha 
Englijh : as he commonly came with a confiderable 
retinue, he obferved that when he arrived, our peo* 
pie left off working, and thence conceived it was for 
fear the natives fliould pilfer their tools, which he 
knew they fometimes could not refrain from ; there- 
fore, as foon as he had dined, he made them all retire 
with him to the back of the ifland, that he might lefs 
impede that bufmefs, which he faw our countrymen 
had fo much at heartr 

He had not been at the watering-place long be* 
fore he fent for Captain Wilfon to come over to him : 
Mr. Sharp and Mr. Davis accompanied him. His 
canoes had juft come in from filhing, a large quan- 
tity which they had caught lay on the ground near 
where the King was fitting, divided into two parcels ; 
and the reafon why the Captain had been fent for, was 
to give him one of the portions, which confided of ten 
large fifli. The Captain faid, four would be as many 
as would feaft all his men, and the reft, he feared, 
would fpoil before the next day. The King gave or- 
ders to have the other fix cleaned and drefled for 
keeping, after their own manner, and faid he would 
fend them over in the morning. — It now advancing 
towards fun-fet, the King wifhed the three gentlemen 

to 
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1 7^3' to move homewards before it grew dark^ as part of" 
' tbeir way over land was rugged and hazardous ; they 
therefore took leave of him, with many expreffions 
of thanks for the repeated marks of his attention.—* 
In the night there was a very hard fqualL 
Saturday Some boiled rice was fent for the King's breakfall 
*^" Soon after, Raa Kook came over land, followed by 
fix men, bearing the fifh \ they were finging all the 
way through the woods, and were heard long before 
they were feen. The fifh were quite fweet and good, 
and, as the great heat of this climate taints all their 
fifh in a few hours, it may be worth while to mention 
the method they take to preferve them.— The fiih 
being well cleaned, waflied, and fcaled, two flat 
fticks are placed lengthways of the fifh, to fupport 
and keep it ftraight, piuch in the fame manner as 
meat is laid in a cradle fpit ; around it are bound 
fome broad leaves* They then make a kind of Ihge 
or trivet, placed about two feet from the ground, 
landing on four legs, upon which the fifh is laid, 
and a flow fire made underneath, over which it re- 
mains for feveral hours, till it become? fmoke-dried, 
and then it is fit for eating without any further dreff- 
ing, and would keep a couple of days, though cer- 
tainly not fo well-flavoured as when eaten fi^fh.— 
By a good obfervation at noon, the latitude of the 
watering-place was 7** 18' north, and the northern 
csxtremity of Oroolong was 70 19' nprth. The King 
Jeft five or fix canoes with the women at the watering 

place, 
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place, and went to the wreck ; the Captain fent fome . ^1^3* 
tea againft he came on fliore, and afterwards went 
over himfelf, to complain to him of the lofs of a 
caulking-iron and an adze; which he promifed 
(hould be enquired after and returned. Three of 
the Ariingall people being with the King, they were 
pointed out to Captain Wilfotij who gave them an 
invitation to breakfaft. 

Arra Kooker came to fpeak about the things that Simdar 
had been purloined. He had recovered the caulk- '^ 
ing-iron, but the adze had been carried to Fekw.-^^ 
He told them the King requefted ten of our people 
to aflift in getting out the guns, his own having no 
tackle equal to the effefting it ; thev were accord- 
ingly fent off to the wreck, where Abba TbuIU met 
them, and was not a little amazed when he faw the 
eafe with which the bufmefs was managed.— The 
General, accompanied by the Artingall people, came, 
as invited, to breakfaft with the Englijh. They 
fliewed them their tents, and the work that was 
going forward, with which they feemed aftonifhed, 
and particularly with the fwivel and fix-poundcr^ 
When they were fliewn the fmall arms, they by 
forcible geflures feemed to defcribe that thofe were 
the inftruments which had killed fo many of their 
countrymen at Artingall. They did not appear to 
entertain the flighted animofity, but {hook hands 
with the Englijh in much amity, and received the 
civilities offered them with great thankfulnefs. — At 

noon 



20. 
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»7^3- noon there were fqualls, accompanied with heavy 
rain. Captain JVilfon had plenty of fifh fent him, 
and fome large Ki/na Cockles, which are well known 
in the Eaft, as alfo in Europe, from the number of 
their (hells which are brought over to adorn grottos 
and fountains. 
Monday The King fent again more fifh to the Engltjh, with 
a large bafket of yams, and another of plantains.— ^ 
Rda Kook being indifpofed, did not come to break- 
fafl, but fent to defire Captain Wilfoh and the Sur- 
geon would come over to fee him. When they got 
there the King was gone to the wreck. They found 
the General very feverifh, from the pain of a large 
boil on his arm, which Mr. Shdrp fomented and 
dreifed ; he had feveral people about him, among 
whom were two women, who Appeared much fcrat<Ji- 
cd about the bread and ftomach, as if with pins : 
they enquired the caufe, but not having the linguift 
with them, could only learn that it was done with a 
prickly kind of long leaf ; and from the apparent 
concern of thefe women, it was conceived, that the 
wounding themfelves was an external mark of for- 
row for the General's indifpofition. In the evening 
they returned to fee him, and found him much bet- 
ter. The King was then come on fhore, and feem- 
ed much pleafed with the attention (hewn his bro« 
thcr ; he appeared on this occafion to be particularly 
an^ous pn his account, and indeed our people had 
repeated opportunities to difcover, that AbbaSTbulU 

teftified 
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teftiiied to every part of his family a mod affe^ioilate 1783. 
and tender difpofition. 

When the fifhing canoes came in^ a large portion 
of what they had taken was given to the Engli/h* 
Whilft they were fitting with the King, a flying fox 
fettled on a tree near where they were, Captain! 
Wilfon^s fervant, who had been (hooting pigeons in 
that part of the ifland, jufl then coming up, and hav« 
ing his piece loaded, fhot it* This is an animal that 
has fome fidiilitude to our bat, but is five oi fix times 
larger ; it refembles a fox in its head, and hath much 
fuch a fmelL The natives call it Oleek. It runs 
along the ground, and up trees like a cat \ it has 
befides wings, which extend pretty wide, by which 
it flies like a bird. The Pelezu people broil and eat 
them whenever they can knock them down, efteem- 
ing them a great delicacy ; on which account the 
Englijh^ whenever they faw any, ufed to flioot them 
for the King, being, like the tame pigeon, a privi- 
leged difh for thofe of a certain rank. The Artin* 
gall people who were prefent, feeing the animal drop 
from the top of a lofty tree, without any thing ap- 
parently pafTing to it, one of them ran to take 
it up, and on examining it, perceived the holes 
which the (hot had pierced, and remarked, that fuch 
of their own countrymen as loft their lives in the 
late battles, fell down wath holes in their bodies juft 
^ke this animal, and died* 

Whilft 
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i783» "Whilft thefe men tejlified their natural furprize, 
* Abba Thulle and the General, who were now be- 
come mafters of the power and efFefl: of the muf- 
quet, could not forbear fmiling at finding their 
Artingall vifitors had at laft difcovefed what had fo 
completely defeated their force, as well as over- 
powered their comprehenfion. 
Tucfday In the morning our people received tfaeir fiflr, 
cufed as ufual. — About nme o'clock the King came 
round with his canoes and attendants, in his way to 
Pclcw. — ^He landed, examined the works, and ob- 
ferved, on looking at the pinnace, that it wantedre- 
pairing. — Before he went away, he alked the Captain 
if the Englijh would go and fight for him once more, 
though he did not explain againft whom he was 
going to war ; he was anfwered that they readily 
would. — 'He then went on board his canoe, firft de* 
firing Tom Rofe and another of our people might go 
back with him to Pdew. This was agreed to, and 
Mr, Devis exprefled a wifli to accompany the linguift, 
-^-In the converfation Captain Wilfon had with the 
King this day, he appeared extremely anxious that 
our people would not leave his country without 
making him previoufly acquainted of the time they 
intended going, faying he would fend two men with 
them to England^ and promiffed to give thpm colours 
to paint their veffel.— -7?^j Kook was much preffed 
to remain at Oroolong till his arm was quite well, 
but he faid he could not then conveniently ftay, but 

would 
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tirould very foon return. — ^Our people conjeftured ^783. * 
his prefence was neceffary at the council which was 
to be held on the expedition they were then pro- 
je£Hng.— When the jolly-boat returned from the 
wreck, flie was fent down to Pelew for the paint.-— 
After dinner every man received a file, to give to his 
Sucalic or friend ; Captain Wilfon having take|i into 
cuftody ail the tools and pieces of iron, that our 
people might difpofe of them judicioully. 

Frefh gales from the N. E. and fair weather.— The Wcdnef- 
^rovifions were overhauled, to dry and air them. *^ *'* 
The jolly-boat, that had followed the King to Pelew^ 
returned with the paint he had promifed, conlifting 
of red and yellow ochre *, of which he fent a quanti- 
ty fufficient to colour the veffel three or four times ; 
he charged the men who brought it to be particular- 
ly careful to keep the balkcts in which the colours 
were packed from being wet, and defired them to ac- 
quaint the Captain, that when he came up to go 
againft Pelelew Cthe pface to which he was direfting 
his expedition j he would bring men with him to paint 
the veffel.— In the afternoon there were hard fqualls 
of wind from the northward, with heavy rain. — ^The 
jolly-boat, in the evening, returning from the water- 
ing-place, was followed by two canoes to the mouth 

• Thcfc were the only natural colours they had, though they 
occaiionally applied black and white in fome of their ornaments^ 
the former made from burnt cocoa-nut (hellsy the latter from 
burnt coi^ 

P of- 
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J 783- of the harboun — It was thought, by their not com- 
' ing in, that they were people from Pelelew. 
Tucfday The caulkers this day finiflied caulking the bot- 
*3' torn of the Veflel, and alfo completed the planking 
of the top fides^ and in the evening handed water into 
her to try for leaks. 
Priday Next day all were bufied in caulking hef upper 
worksy and fixing the fteps for the mafts. The jolly- 
boat was difpatched to Pelew to fetch Mr. Devis and 
Tom Ro/e ; Mr. Sharp was fent down in her to vifit 
Raa Kooky and fee if he could be of further ufe to his 
' arm ; and foon after his departure a canoe came in 
from the King, loaded with raw yams, having receiv- 
ed none after the firft ten days but what were fent 
ready drejlm 
Saturday Th^ caulking of the outfide of the veflel was finifh- 
^5- ed this day. — The jolly-boat brought back the fur- 
geon ; the King and all his people at Pelew being 
wonderfully pleafed at this mark of attention paid to 
their favourite the General. Mr, Sharps on going, 
found Raa Kook much better ; one of the Pelew fur- 
geons had cut out the core of the boil, and the fleih 
about it, with one of the fame ordinary knives which 
had been applied fo the foot of his fon. Mr. Sharp 
drefled the wound, and left him feveral other dreC- 
fmgs, with neceflary diredUons, and he foon got per- 
feftly well. 

When one confiders that thefe medical gentlemen 
at Pelew never purfued any other method but cutting 

out 
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out the part afFeded; and that till the prefent sera, 1783* 
when accident had thrown in their way a few two- 
penny knives, their operations wer« performed by 
fliells ground to an edge ; one muft wonder at the bold* 
nefs of the practice ; and, living ourfelves in countries 
where the anatomy of the human frame and the art 
of furgery are fo well underftood and perfeftioned, 
aided too by fuch admirable inilruments, one cannot 
avoid feeling for the corporal fufferings of thofe whom 
difeafe or accident fubjefted to be praftifed on by a 
Pelew furgeon. 

When the jolly-boat returned with Mr. Sharp and 
51?OT Rofe (Mr. Devis chdofing^to remain till the King 
went againft Peklew) it brought plenty of yams and 
fweetiheats, and alfo five young wild ducks juft fledg« 
ed, the only bird of the duck kind our people faw in 
thefe parts. — Tom Rofe informed the Captain, that 
what Abba Thulle wanted him for, was to make more 
enquiries of him concerning the Englijh, and to give 
him fome account of the different people they were 
at war withi 

This morning the vefiel's bottom was breamed ; ^""^^T 
the outfide caulking being completed, to the great 
joy of all.— They now filled up the trench under the 
veffel, and broke down the dam, which was a work 
of fome labour, as the bank had become as folid and 
firm as if formed by nature ; they alfo cleared and 
floated the pintiace. — While employed about this 
•H^ork, ten canoes were obferved coming into the har- 

P 2 bour } 
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^1^3- bout ; thcfe came from the land to the fouthward j 
' they were at firft thought to be from Pelekwj but 
afterwards difcovered to be ftrangers going to join 
jlbba Tbulle.-^^Tlicj gave our people fome yams of 
a different kind to any they had feen before, being 
of a ftraw colour, tinged with a gritty red, Thefe 
ilrangers were treated with flierbct, and carried round 
all the places where the works were going on ; fhewn 
file iFeffel, and every thing that was judged might 
pleafe or entertain them. They viewed every objeft 
with that degree of furprize which might naturally 
be expeded j but by the little diffidence they expref* 
fed in coming on fhore, and from being lefs ftruck 
with the colour of our people than the other natives 
of thefe regions had been before, it was fuppofed they 
had come with minds fully prepared to meet with 
thofe objefts which their vifit to Oroclong difplayed 
to them. There was an old Rupack with them, who 
afterwards went into the Captain's tent, and amufed 
himfelf in counting the leaves of a book, that was ly- 
ing there ; which trying two or three times to do, 
after getting to fifty or fixty, he gave up the point, 
faying there were too many. They ftayed about two 
hours on fhore, and on going away the Captain pre- 
fenred the Rupack with fome pieces of iron. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XVII, ,^8^^ 

The King comes for the ten Men who ivere to go with 
him againjl Pelelew. — A great Storm at Oroolong. 
'^^Intelligence arrives that the Expedition to Pelelew 
had ended peaceably. — The Englifli return ^ and give 
an Account of the Manner of its Progrefs and Terr 
mnation.'^-^Rejoicings on the Occq/ion at Pelew.— » 
The King notifies an intended vijit to the Engliib 
before their Departur^^ 



T 



HE morning was cloudy, with light winds from Monday 



the northward ; the boats employed in getting fome 

• 

more ftores from the fhip. In the afternoon a great 
number of canoes came from Pelew^ they were 
mod of them from the iflands to the northward j 
in one of thefe Mr. Devis returned ; he brought 
intelligence that almoil every ifland in alliance with 
Abba Thulle had fent fome forces, and that he reallj 
thought there were upwards of three hundred ca^ • 
noes aifembled at Pelew to go on this expedition ; 
that when they left that place they feparated in three 
divifions, making a very fine appearance ; that two 
of them went towards Pelelew ; and the third divi« 
fion, in which was the King and Raa Kooky were 
coming to Oroolong for the Englijh ; that he had de« 
clined accompanying the King, in order to have 
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1783* an opportunity of viewing the fleet. About fouf 
* o'clock in the jtfternooji the King and Raa Kook 

I 

arrived, and the pinnace (that had undergone re- 
pair) having juft before returned from the wreck, 
the following men made themfelves ready to go, 
viz. Thomas Wilfon, Nicholas Tyackcy Madan Blan* 
chard^ James Swift, Thomas WhitJUld, John Duncan^ 
Thomas Dulton, William Steward, William Roberts^ 
and Mr. M. Wilfon ; before night they were all em- 
barked and out of the harbour, the Englijh giving 
them three cheers at their putting oflffrom the (hore, 
which was returned by the whole ffeet ; our people 
devoutly wifliing this expedition might be the laft. 
— ^In the night the weather became overcaft, and 

Tucfday there was fome rain ; which before morning became 
very heavy, accompanied with ftrong gales of wind 
and fqualls, which carried away all the awnings 
that were laid over the veffel, though the dock-yard 

Wedncf. was in a manner fheltered by the hills. Nor was 
^y ^9* jjjg jjgj^|. j^y jnore favourable, the morning being 
cloudy, with a frefli gale of wind from the northward, 
and frequent fliowers ; in the afternoon they alfo 
had hard fqualls, accompanied with thunder, light- 
ning, and rain ; towards evening the lightning to 
the eaftward was ftrong, with diftant thunder. After 
the bad clofe of day> the night was rendered truly 
tremendous by the dreadful conflift of the agitated 
elements. Situated as the Englijh were under the 

iheltet 
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flielter of protedling hills, they apprehended all 1783- 

October* 

their tents would have been blown down ; and 
much feared their veffei might be fhook off its 
blocks ; much difquietude was alfo felt for the fafety 
of their abfent countrymen : which all together ren- 
dered the night extremely uncomfortable. TheThurfday 
morning was however dry though cloudy, with a freih ^ 
breeze from the S. E. ; in the afternoon a fmall ca^ 
noe, with two men and a boy, came to the watering* 
place, feeming to be looking about for the canoes^ 
but not finding them, they paddled up to the windi- 
ward part of the iiland, then fet their fail and ftoo4 
over towards Pelelew. About midnight, the weather 
being fine, a canoe was feen coming towards the 
harbour, which being hailed by the guard, the peo- 
ple in it calling out the word Engleesj it was permit* 
ted to enter the cove ; in her was the Rupack named 
Arra Zook^ Mr, Sharp^s Sucalic, or friend, whom 
the reader will recoiled treated that gentleman and 
Captain Wil/on with fo much hofpitality when they 
went to fee his fick child ; his arrival awakened all 
the Englijhj and brought them together, anxious to 
hear fome account of their friends. This Chief gave 
them to underftand, that there had been no engage- 
ment at Pelelew ; the inhabitants, on the King's 
approach, laid down their fpears, and came and 
fupplicated Abba Thulle^ for peace, prefenting him 
with beads, and delivering up to him two men who 

had 
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1783- had 1>eIonged to the Malay wrtck-r^Jrra Zook wai 
welcomed with every teftimpny of gratitude, both 
in remembrance pf his former kindnefs, as aifo fo| 
his ptefent good news. 
Friday Soon after day-light another canoe arrived, which 
3 ^* brought information that the fleet was returning from 
the expedition. About ten o'clock in the forenoon 
two more came into the harbour, in pne of which 
was John Duncan^ who gave the following account 
of this expedition ^gainft Pelelew^ which account 
^was fully confirmed by the others who had been 
with him, at their return. — -In the evening that they 
left Oroolong (which was the 27th) they got to the 
fmall ifland to the fouthward of that place ; hauled 
up their canoes, and laid under fome rocks all night* 
—In the morning, at day-break, they went to an 
ifland four or five leagues further to the fouthward, 
which \Vas uninhabited, and lay about four or 
five miles diftant from Pelelew\ here they built 
huts, or wigwams, and encamped, the weather 
being very bad ; when it became a little more 
moderate, a party of the Pelew people went to 
another ifland, not far diftant from the firft, which 
belonged tq Pelelewy and deftroyed the plantations 
of yams, burnt the houfes, and cut down the cocoa- 
nut trees, of which there was a great numben The 
inhabitants had quitted the ifland before the people 
of Pelew landed. Only two of the EngHjh were 
fent on this party ; who having demolifhed as much 

as 
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a$ they could, returned to the encampment before ^2^1l 
fun-fet«-r-TI}e next momi|ig the weather ^j^$ y^^y 
bad, bijt the afternoon being moderate, a party was 
fent tQ the fame iil^nd again, to deftroy whatever 
might have efcaped the ravage of the preceding day ; 
three of che EngUjk went on this fervice. — In the 
evening ?tll the party returned, ^ before, to the 
camp. — Ihe fecond morning two ^upacks came 
from Pelel^ to the camp, and foon after returned 
back, accompani(sd by the linguiftg; who in the 
evening rejoined the Ipng -8 forces, attended by three 
of the Pelelew Chiefs,— A council was held by the 
King foon after their arrival ; and the fucceeding 
morning Arra Kooker went to Pelelew^ and conclude 
ed the peace.:— After his retuTn, which was early ia 
the forenoon, the King fent to the Englijh^ to ^c- 
quaint them that peace was made with the Pelelenv ' 
people, and defired to know if they wi(hed to fee 
the town, in which cafe his brother, Arra Kooker^ 
would accompany them \ himfelf and Raa Kook not 
meaning to go on (horet. This meifage a little fur- 
prized the Englijh^ until it was explained to them 
by the linguill ; who informed them, that no Ru- 
pack of higher rank than Arra Kooker could, in the 
prefent fit nation of the Pelelew people, go thither; 
as it would be too great an honour and condefcen* 
fion in the King, either to go himfelf, or fend the 
perfon next in rank to him. — ^This being explained, 
the Englijh accepted the King's offer to vifit Pelelew^ 

but 



«o4 ANACCOUNTOF 

J ^^3' but agreed amon^ft themfelves to take their arms, 

October, 1 

and keep together when on fhore, left any mifunder- 
ftanding taking place (as the peace was but juft 
madel they might be furprized. They were accom* 
panied by a great number of the Pelew people, and 
received in a very friendly manner by the inhabit 
tants, who entertained them according to the cuftom 
of the country, with the ufual refrefhments. They 
reported, that the town was defended by a (lone 
wall thrown up acrofs the caufeway which leads up 
to it ; that this wall was ten or twelve feet high, with 
a foot-bank of ftone raifed behind, upon which they 
could ftand and throw fpears at their enemies. That 
the water near the town was fo very fhallow, that 
canoes could only go in at high-water. This cir- 
cumftance, of the difficulty • of acc^fs, might be a 
reafon why they faw fo few canoes belonging to 
Pelelew^ though it appeared to be a populous ifland ; 
and their manner of fortifying the entrance of their 
town by a ftrong and high wall, afforded juft reafon 
to apprehend, that whenever they were at war with 
the neighbouring iflands, they confided more in their 
internal ftrength than in their naval force. — After 
the pacification had taken place, and Abba TJbulIe's 
party had fliared the hofpitality of that enemy they 
had armed themfelves to combat, they returned to 
PelCiV. The King of Pelekw accompanying his bro- 
tiber King, though ia one of his own canoes, car- 
rying 
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tying ten women in his train ; xvhetlier this was a Qp^Lg^ 
mark of humiliation (hewn to Mba Thulle^ or a 
public teftimony of friendfliip and confidence being 
re-eftabliflied between them, our people could not 
underfland ; but certain it was, that all the women 
did not return again to Pelelew with their King, as 
two of them came forwards to Oroolong with Abba 
Thulle, but whether they remained on a vifit, or as 
hoftages, they wfere not certain. — ^The two Malays 
were unqueftionably given up to the King ; and it 
is not improbable but that he might have been infti* 
gated by Soogle^ the Malay favourite, to demand his 
two countrymeji, and that the King of Pelelew re* 
fufing to give them up, might increafe whatever 
mifunderftanding fuhfifted before, and fo excite the 
Pelew people to go on this hoftile expedition, in 
which they appear to have exercifed a rancour un* 
difcovered in their other contentions; which the 
King of Pelelew^ by his well-timed fubmiffion to 
terms, happily faved his people from more fully ex^ 
periencing. — Before noon, Raa Kook came to Oroo'^ 
long with a number of canoes, bringing with him all 
our countrymen ; who commended much the plea-» 
fantnefs of the ifland of Pelelew, faid it appeared fer- 
tile, the land more level than hilly, and that the 
houfes were rather larger and better built than thofe 
at Pelew, having abundance of cocoa-nut and other 
trees about them. The inhabitants feemed to be 

couu 
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J^^3' courteous, friendly, aftd well-difpofed ; aiid (hewed 
particular attention to the Englijhy although they 
had come U^ere as a formidably ally to their enemy. 
Abba Thulley accompanied by the Pelelew King, 
went immediately to his own ifland, which the Eng^ 
Itjh now, for the firft time, learnt, was called Coo^ 
rooraay Pele^v being only the capital, or refidence 
of the King.— Captain Wilforiy converfing with Raa 
Kook on the fubjed of the late expedition, enquired 
where all the fleet of canoes came from that bad at*> 
tended the King at this time ; the General, in an- 
fwer, enumerated the places in the following order, 
beginning at the northward : EmungSy Aramalorgoo^ 
EmUfegufy Arraguy^ Coorooraa^ Caragaba^ Petbou/ly 
the fmall ifland fo often mentioned, and whofe name 
was not till now known, and Oroolong^ or Engli/h- 
ifierCs Ifland* Raa Kook feemed very defirous to be 
at Pelewj and made this vifu the fliortefl: he had 
ever favoured the Englijh with, leaving them imme- 
diately after dinner, and all the canoes going with 
him* He defired the Captain to fend his boat for 
fome molofles and torches, of which they were in 
want, our people being defii-ous of referving their 
fugar-candy and candles for the voyage. 

In the evening, the jolly boat was got ready, and 
Mr. Sharpy with four of the men, went to Pelewy to 
congratulate the King on his efls^blifliing^ peace, and 

to 
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to bring the things j5romifed by Raa Kook.-^The 1783- 
morning being fair, and the deck laid, they b^an Satuwkf 
to caulk it ; when & difficulty arofe ivith what they '* 
were to pay it, having nekhtr pitchy rofin^ or dam^ 
met : and here Providence dire&ed them to a re- 
fource in the produce of the ifland ; for, confuking 
together how to fupply this want, putty was propoC* 
ed ; but they having no chalk to make it, fome of 
them recollefted that the feams of veffels in India^ 
and efpecially in Chinas were payed with Chinam ; 
the Chinefe were immediately called, and qtieftioned 
i[bout the mode of preparing it; which, after the 
bed information they could colled, they endeavour^ 
cd to imitate in the following manner :— *They took 
the coral- (lone^ and making a large pile or kiln with 
It, and the branches of trees they had cut down« 
they burnt it well into iime ) which being pounded 
fine, was fifted through bunting, after which it was 
mixed with itich grcafe as had been faved \ and this 
lifiade a moft excellent putty« 

iTie weather being cloudy, with light northerly Suntky 
breezes, all our people were employed about the 
veffel, when their attention was fomewhat taken off 
by two canoes coming into the harbour to fifli for 
bait J their method of doing it ftriking all our fea- 
men as uncommon, may, without irjip: opriety, be 
mentioned :**-The boatmen look about for a fhoal 
of that fort of filh which they bait with, which is 

« 

not 
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1 7^3- not much unlike our fprat ; thefe they drive into 
* ihallow water, and having covered their canoes and 
outriggers with matting, they then make a great 
fliouting and noife,. fplafhing the water with their 
paddles on each fide the flioal, which fo frightens 
the fifh, that they fpring out of the water, and num- 
bers of them falling upon the matting, are immedi- 
ately fecured in the ends of the canoes, which are 
left open to receive them. 

Mr. Sharp returned in the evening from Pelew^ 
whilft our people weteat prayers, bringing with him 
the things promifed by Raa Kook, together with a 
large quantity of the fweetmeats called WooUll*. 
He reported that there was great rejoicing at Pelew ; 
that the Rupack of Pelelew was ftill there, though 
probably not much difpofed to enjoy the feftivity 
his fubmiffion had given birth to. — »The feafting 
was much in the fame manner as what on other 
occaiions has already been defcribed ; di(lingui(hed 
only by a fong, apparently compofed fince our peo- 
ple have been at Pelewy and in which the greater 
part of the natives always joined. ThougJ^ Mr. 
Sharp could not underftand the whole fenfe of it, 
yet he readily comprehended that the Englijh were 
the fubjeft, by the frequent repetition of the words 

* TI118 i» the fweetmeat which the fallors called choak-dog^ and 
which now their ftomachs found pretty good| however contemp- 
tuoufly they had thought of It at iirH. 
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£nglees — Weel a ?Vf«/— and Tom Rofe.-^Thh man » 783. 
going with the Englijb upon every expedition,^ as 
interpreter, and poffeffing a great fund of plea- 
fantry and humour, hit the fancy of all the natives^ 
with whom he became a wonderful favourite.— So 
Angular were the talents of this truly faithful fellow^ 
that wherever he went he made himfelf not only 
ufeful, but beloved ; and, from his great utility to 
Captain Wilfon in his voyage, well merited the re- 
commendation that had been given him at Macoa. 
-—The furgeon further reported the King of Pdelcw 
to be a man much advanced in years, of a rough 
manner and appearance ; his hair was grey, and his 
beard tapering to a narrow point, in the manner 
the Jews frequently wear th.irs. He was Mdgothd^ 
or tatooed, quite up to the navel ; the Pelew peo- 
pic only tatooing up to the middle of their thighs, 
as already noticed. 

It was not in the power of our people to obtain 
any account, which could be depended on, of the 
number of this chain of iflands ; nor . could any 
eminences they ever afcended, allow them to fee 
the extent of them, either to the northward or • 
fouthward, — ^The new veflel being now in a ftatc 
of great forwardnefs, and the time of their depar- 
ture drawing near, Captain Wilfon this evening 
^xpreffed to his officers and people a defire, be- 
fore they failed for China^ to endeavour to ex- 
plore 
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<7^3' piore thefe iflands, upon which Providence had 
^''^^' tbtoym them, and that ten or twelve day, toight 
efie£b the defign ; that they had a quantity of pro- 
vifion fufEcient to authorize the attempt ; and that 
he would apply to the King for three or four canoes^ 
trith men, to accompany theim through the iilands^ 
and to aflift them in afcertaining their number, 
fitoation^ and e^ktent.— ^That he did not mean to 
make a furvejr of them ; but that it would be a 
great fadsladion, both td themfelves and their £m^ 
ployers, to have a general account of thefe iflandfi, 
on which no European had ever been before ; as 
alfo to know whethct there was any apparent diffe- 
tence in the inhabitants, their manners^ of cuftoms. 
— ^He was liftened to with a great deal of attention } 
but the near profpeft before every man's eyes, of 
being liberated from a place whence, a fliort time 
before, none had any ju(l hope of ever departing ; 
the fear of its proving a much longer bufmefs than 
apprehended ; the unceftainty of what difficulties 
they might meet with, ihould they have hoftilities 
to encounter, which was more than probable might 
be the cafe, frdm the inhabitants of fome of the re- 
mote iflands; thefe combined confiderations pre- 
fented themfelves to inofl: of them as rifques not 
advifeable to be rtin, after the hardfhips they had 
already fuflained } which, add^d to the natural wi(h 
of every individual to return to his native country 

whilft 
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whilft opportunity offered, they defired the Captain il^s* 
to give up all thoughts of fuch an attempt, and not 
to make any mention thereof to the Iting, left it 
might be the means of detaining them; And thus 
was ftifled the defire of all further inquiry, more 
efpecially when Mr, Sharp acquainted them, that he 
was commiffioned by Abba Thulh to inform them, 
that he would in about four days pay them a vifit, 
and ftay with them till their departure, and that he 
would then paint their veffel. — ^This meflage awak- 
ened fufpicions in feveral minds of the King's 
defigns, which, becaufe they breathed on every 
occafion fuch perfed good-will towaitls our people, 
were judged by many of them to be infincere, or 
treacherous ; unwilling to give credit to human 
nature for the exercife of all the noble fentiments of 
liberality, uncontrouled, or ungontaminated by art 
or intereft* 
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1783. CHAPTER XVIII. 

NoTcmb. 



Preparatkns made for the Campktion of the Vejfelj and 
fecuring her being fafsly launched* — Great ^uffich 
ons entertained on the King^s Mejfage^ which Captain 
Wilfon endeavours to quict.'-^Steps taken by em 
People to make Refijiance^ in cafe their Departure 
fhould be impeded.— The Captain finds Mr. Sharp 
and Mr. M.. Wilfon to Pelew, with all tl>e Tools 
and Iron they could fpare^ with Affuranccs of the 
refi^ as fom as the Veffel was launched; and to 
notify to the King that he purpofed to fail in fix or 
feven Days.'^^They meet the King and his Retinue 
on their Way to Orocdong. — Go back wiib him to 
the I/land of Pethoull, where they pafs the Night. 
—Abba ThuUe receives the Prefents graciotffly.— 
A great Supper of the Kin^s defcribed. — They all 
come next Day to Orodong. — Madan Blanchard 
informs Captain Wilfon of a Refolution he bad taken 
to remain behind with the Natives ; — cfter Argu* 
vients ufed in vain to diffuade him^ he is propofed to 
the King to be left at Pelew, who^ pleafed with the 
Circumfiance^ takes him under his Protedion. 

1 HE weather, being now fair and fettled, with 
Monday ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^j^^ ^^ ^ ^j^^ carpenters 

\fere employed in making the rudder, and Albert 

Pkrfm 
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Pierfm the quaiter-xnafter, in making the mails out i?^}- 
of feme of the fmall fpars faved from the i^teck ; 
fome bulled in caulking the deck^ and others in 
painting the fides, which, in addition to the coat 
that the King's people intended to give her^ would 
be fttfficient to keep but the weather. In the even- 
ing they held a confultatlon about the method of 
launching theit veflel, which they had now nearly 
completed, when it was agreed to lay ways^ though 
it had been propofed by fome to do it by large 
rollers, as they fometimes launch cutters.— This 
was a mattei* of ferious moment, for had any accident 
happened to the veflel during this operation, their tools 
being nearly worn out, and their former refources from 
the wreck at an end, their deftiny muft, in all human 
probability, have been to have pafled the remainder 
of their days, exiled from the reft of the world, in 
thefe remote iilands# 

This morning many hands went to work in cut- Tucfday 
ting down trees to make blocks, and launching ways, ^ 
others in giving the bottom of the velTel another 
coat of Chinams Two canoes being feen near the 
harbour, before night, and neither of them coming 
in, was a circumflance which contributed not a 
little to increafe the fufpicions entertained by our 
pei^le, thefe canoes being conjefiured to be fpies 
watching their motions ; they having entertained an 
idea that the natives intended to prevent their de* 
parture. At dark they went to a quarter watch, 
loaded the fwivel and fix-pounder with grape-^fhot, 

C^ a and 



214 AN ACCOUNT OT 

^783. and kept a good look out to prevent furpri25e.-*-Thtf 
' alarm our people felt^ was, that being near leav- 
Wednct'^S ^^® iflands^ the natives (who had experi* 
^y 5' enced the great utility the En^lijh were oF to them) 
might endeavour to detain them, by attempting to 
feize their arms, and poiTefs themfdves of their 
vefleL— ^It was in vain that Captsun Wilfdn ftrove to 
tcmove theft apprehenfions, by recalfing to dieir 
Remembrance the generofity the King and all his peo- 
ple had fhcwn them; on every occafion, fmce they 
had been thrown upon his tetritories ; that his 
behaviour had been always to them humane, unre- 
ferved, and unfufpicious ; that therefore there could 
be no room now to ^oubt the fincerity of a people, 
who had, in all the time they bad been under their 
proteftion, never given tliem any real caufe for mif- 
truft ; that it materially behoved them, in their pre- 
fent fituation, not to let the natives fee they enter* 
tained any ; that by doing otherwife they might put 
. ideas into their minds, which, but for their own in- 
difcretion, might hever have occurred. Nor did 
he fail to fet before them the little ajirail of all the 
force of the Englijh^ if the natives were refolved 
upon any fuch enterprize as tbey fufpedted ; he re- 
prefented to them, that their ammunition muft be 
foon expended, in cafe of hoflilities ; that the natives 
could hinder their embarking, even if their vefiel 
was launched j tba^ it was in their power, without 
coming to extremities, to make them fubmh to any 

terms, 
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terms, by depriving thera of the fprxng of frclh ^7^3* 
water, ihould they chufe to come to the. ifland ia 
any number. 

All thefe arguments were inefFeftual to fubdue the 
general apprehenfion, not more than two or three 
uniting in fentiment with the Captain ; it was there- 
fore concluded, after a long confultation on the mat* 
ter, that ev^ry one fliould be ftriftly on his guard } 
that the fwivels and fix-pounder ihould continue to 
be kept loaded with grape-fhot, the finall arms ready 
charged with ball, and the car tough-boxes filled with 
loaded oartridges } but that every one ihould care# 
fully avoid all appearance of fufpicion^^ unlefs any 
uncommon number of canoes ihould pour into the 
bay^ or thofe who w^re in them appear armed with 
fpears, or approach with any hoitile parade, lA which 
cafe every x^thpd ihpuld b^ taken to defend them- 
felves ; and, as theit members were inadequate to 
refiil fuch a multitude as might attack them, that 
they muil then ufe their abilities in fingling out the 
Chiefs, and by fuch a meafure throw cpnfufion and 
diiipay among the red. 

As the faithful hiftorian of thefe tranfaftions, it is 
piy doty to record every material occurrence; 
though I mnit confefs th^t my hand ihrinks from the 
paper, whilft, imprelTed with horror and pity, I ani 
compelled; to relate, that the lives firft intended to be 
devoted were,, thofe of the humane, liberal King, the 
manly and benevolent General, the £sicetiou$and in- 

pflfenfivc 
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1 78 3* ofenfiv^ Jrra K^oker. But, however this rcTolution 
^^^"* * may fliock the reader, yet he will candidly afaibc tbb 
daring conception, not to a want qf that gcnerofity 
which is one of the charaderiftics of my country, 
men, nor to a forgetfulnefe of the bonds of hofpita- 
lity ; but to its real caufe, the weaknefs of human 
nature, operating on two confli&ing paiGons, the 
hope of immediate delivery, and the dread of per- 
petual* detention ; the agitated mind faw no alterna- 
tive, and in its perturbation threw down the barrier 
of every nice fentiment. 

After the defperate refolution juft recorded to have 
been taken, it i$ with particular fatisfadion that I 
refume my pen, ancj have it in my power to inform 
the reader, that this frenzy of the EngUjhy fuggefted 
by anxiety and defpair, was but of fhprt duration ; 
the cool refiedions of the night weakened their ap- 
prehenfions, by convincing them fo fully of the force 
of the Captain's arguments, that with the morning, 
Thurfdi^y their wonted good- will towards the natives returned, 
infomuch, that after bre^kfafl: he found no difficulty 
in getting the pinnace manned to go to Petew with 
all the iron aqd tools they could fpare, having made 
the King fuch a promife, whenever their veffel Ihould 
be completed. Mr. Sharp and Mr, Af . Wilfon went 
dowh in the boat, with orders to inform the Ring, 
that the Ertglijh woiild be r^dy to fail in fixorfeven 
days } that the remainder of the tools, and the muf- 
qutts which he wiihedto have, (hould be given Wm> 

but 
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but that they could not be parted with till fuch time i7^^ 
as the veffel was launched ; thefe gentlemen had alio 
orders to fay, that the Englifl^ wifhed to fee the King 
and his Chiefs before their departure, that they might 
make them their perfonal acknowledgments, and 
afTure them, that when they returned to their own 
country, they would publicly declare the kind fer- 
vices and proteftion they had received from them. 
This was conveyed in the form of a letter, which 
Mr. Sharp was direded to read to the King in the 
prefence of the two lin^uifb, who were to explain 
it to him, as coming immediately from the Captain. 
While Mr. Sharp and Mr. M. Wilforij together 
with Tom Rofcj the interpreter, were receiving the 
above inftraflions, Madan Blanchard^ one of the 
fearaen, came into the tent for fome tools that he 
wanted, and hearing the Captain explaining his let« 
ter to Tom Rofe^ defired him alfo to tell the King, 
that when his countrymen went away, he intended 
to flay behind, and remain with him at Felew ; Cap- 
tain Wilfon defired him not to fend any fuch idle 
mefiage, and to go about his bufinefs, and forbad 
Tom Rofe to deliver it ; upon which Blanchard very 
feriouily defired it might be delivered, aiTuring the 
Captain, that it was his fettled determination to re- 
main at Pelewj if the King would permit him. 
Finding he had taken up fuch a ftrange refolution, 
the C^>tain endeavoured all in his power to difluade 
him from it, fetting before him the many difficulties 

and 
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1785. and difad vantages he would have to combat, whai 
' his friends and companions were gone, particularly 
as he had no trade, like that of a carpenter or a fmith, 
by which he might make himfelf of ufe and confe^ 
quence to the natives. The Captain, perceiving all 
his arguments inefFedual, defired his men would try 
to divert him from fo fmgular an intention ; in which 
if he ftill perfifted, the Captain might know how to 
a£t when the King fhould come next to Oroolong^^ 
The pinnace was difpatched about ten o'clock, with 
orders to take no notice of Blanchard^s meflage to 
the King, but to leave that to be mentioned after? 
wards, fhpuld there be occafion, when he and his 
Chiefs came up to Oroolong.r^Qon after the pinnace 
failed, the weather became fqually, accompanied 
with hard rain, which continued mod part of the 
day ; this however did not entirely hinder the work, 
they being employed in fixing the pumps and laying 
the ways preparatory to. launching their veffel. — ^la 
the evening, after the people had left oflf work, fome 
of them acquainted the Captain, thkt they had en- 
deavoured, though in vain, to perfuade Blancbard to 
alter his refolution ; as he was determined to fpeak to 
the King himfelf, the firft opportunity, about it, find* 
ing his meflage had not been fent : therefore, to avoid 
any. di^JOte with him, or mifunderftanding* with the 
King, it was judged beft to let him follow his own 
inclination ; and, in order to engage .the natives as 
much as poiEble in his intereft, ^ well ^ to make % 

merit 
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merit of what could not be avoided, it was deter- 17^3* 
mined to make it appear as a favour to the King, 
the letting one of the Englijh remain behind with 
him. — ^There was fomething in thefe people, or the 
manners of the country, which had fo forcibly work- 
ed on Blanchardh imagination, the firft time he went 
with them to fight againft Artingall^ that on his re- 
turn, while in the canoes, he declared to his com- 
panions that he would moll willingly partake of all 
their labour, would lend them every afliftance in his 
power towards building and fitting out their new • 
veffel ; but that when they departed he would re- 
piain behind, and end his days among the natives of 
P^/?w.— This was at the time looked on as a jeft ; 
but he never varied from fhefe fentiments, and qow 
proved his refolution was unalterable. 

About eleven o'clock in the forenoon of this day Fnday 7. 
the pinnace returned, bringing the King, his young 
favourite daughter, Raa Kook^ and feveral of the 
Chiefs, in her. Our people gave the following ac- 
count of the commiflion they were charged with :— 
In their paflage to Pelewj the preceding day, they 
iaw a conftderable number of canoes, which went in 
ihore to avoid the bad weather j on coming nearly 
abreaft of them, one appeared to be making towards 
the pinna[ce,' which thereupon ftood to meet it ; in 
this was the Chief Mini/ier^ who gave thofe in the 
pinnace fome cocoa-nuts and boiled yams ; he in- 
formed our people that the King had flieltexed himfelf 

from 
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17^3* from the weather under the (hore, being on his vny 
to Oroalong. After taking fome of the refireflunents 
offered, the pinnace went to the King, who was in 
his canoe, furrounded by feveral Rupacks. 'Hie 
pinnace being brought alongfide the King, Mr. 
Sharp read the letter, which Tom Rofe expbined to 
Soogtexht linguifl, who communicated its purport 
to Abba Thulle. The intention of this vifit being 
made known, and the tools and iron fhewn to the 
King, he defired they might remain in the pinnace ; 
when, after entering into fome converfation with 
his Chiefs, he acquainted the gentlemen that he 
would return to the fmall iiland of PethouU^ inviting 
the Englijh to accompany him in the pinnace, and 
that the next morning he would attend them to OrQ(i' 
long. As they were returning to the ifland, they met 
Raa Kook in a large canoe, with the wives belonging 
to the Rupacks^ whom he was conducting to Oroolon^ 
to fee the launching of the Englijh veflfel ; the ladies 
feemed much diiappointcd at being obliged to re- 
turn, and on finding their jaunt was put off till the 
next day ; they, in confequence, joined the King.— 
On landing at Pethoull^ they were all conduced to a 
large houfe by the water-fide, where being feated, the 
prefents were brought and laid before the King, when 
the ufe of the tools, and the method of working with 
them, were fhewn to him, and his Chiefs, with which 
they appeared very much pleafed ; and a converfa* 
tion took place between the King and them, but 

parti- 
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particularly with Raa Kook; towards the clofeof ^y^v 
which, the Malay^ SoogU^ remarked to them, thai '^"'^ 
the Englifli had ftnt no mufquets ; for this imperii^ 
nent obfervatipn he received a fevcre rebuke from 
the Genera], who, with a look, and in a tone which 
teftified'gr^at indignation, replied j /A^Englifli bad 
faithfully kepi their wordj in fending the things they 
hadfent^ and in acquainting them of the time of their 
departure ; that they had ?iot fpoken with two tongues, 
as he J wortbkfs Malay ! had dared tofuggefl ; and 
that he had brought fhame upon them all^ by his advif 
ing the King to fend only boiled yams to the Englifli, 
le/ly in fending them raw, they Jhould thereby ficck 
themfelves^ and leave the iflands without notice^ or with^ 
$ut frefent'wg them thofe things they hadpromifed. — 
This pointed rebuke of Raa Kook aflfeded the King 
and Chiefs very much, who by their looks te(tifie4 
their difpleafure at the Malay y in fuch a manner, 
that he thought it prudent to retire ; after which 
the company recovered their good-humour, arid 
Abba Thulle diftributed forae of the tools and iron 
among the Rupacksy every one having fomething 
given him* Supper was then brought in, and plaC'? 
ed on ftools in the middle of the houfe ; abundance 
xnras alfo fet out before the houfe, and diftributed to 
the King's attendants.— The company were ferve4 
^ith fea craw-fifli, together with fpme other fifli, 
brought in, and divided by the butlers, who cut it 
in pieces with a kn^e made 9f a fplit bamboo (with 

l^hich 
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1793. '\irhlch they carve as handily a$ we do with our 
* )uuves) and ferved up to the King's company. No- 
bpdy offered to touch a morfel till AbbdTbulle began, 
$md gave the word Munga; when the Rupacks and 
'the cpippany followed his example, and notice was 
given to th^ people without that the King was at 
fupp^r, which was their figtial to begin. It now 
growing duikifh, the torches were lighted, and plac- 
ed between the boards, or cracks in the floor> iii 
rows, one before each family, or.feparat^ m^s, whq 
fat behind the lights, which were ranged in ftraight 
lines lengthways of the houfe ; fo that the centre 
part, from one end of the building to^he pther^ was 
kept clear and lighted^ which had a very pleafing 
effed, none fitting > face to face in their own party, 
A little fpace \ya8 preferved between one Chief and 
another, each Chief keeping with hjs diftin£t family 
As to our people, they, as ilrangers, were wekMMI^' 
to all ; they alternately fat with the King, with If/iff. 
Kook^ and with the other Rupacks. When the^Ml' 
was portioned out, each family's fhare was h 
Z plantain-leaf j and this leaf, in general, fcrvedi 
as a plate, though on occafions of a( particular jJUHb^^ 
mony^ when at home, the great people have {mall 

See bhie P^^^^^ ^^ diflies of tortoifc-flieUj and ^Ifp others made 
IV /f^. I. of wood and earthen ware* 

Having indulged an hour's cenverfation after fup* 
per, each party cleared away the litter of the meal, 
by fweeping it down betwew the btfards pf the floor } 

the 
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the attendants then of each family brought in to t7^J- 
their refpeftive maftcrs their mats, which they 
always carry with them in their canoes whenever they 
are to fleep from home ; they are made thin, and 
light, laying one under and another over them : the 
King fent mats for the Englijb ; and every one's bed 
being quickly made, they all laid themfelves down, 
the torches were extinguifhed, a total filence prevail- 
ed, and every individual compofed himfelf to reft ; a , 
fire being firft lighted to keep off the mofquitos. 

Between the hours of two and three, a meiTenger 
from an iflalid to the northward arriving, the King 
was thereupon awakened by one of his attendant^ 
who brought in a lighted torch ; he inftantly arofe, 
and ordered, the meifenger to be introduced j after 
holding fome converfation with him, the King deli<* 
vered to him a piece of cord, on which he had tied 
as many knots as there would be days before our peo- 
ple purpofed to fail ; this they were afterwards ac- 
quainted with, and alfo informed the above meflagc 
was occafioned by a defire which fome of the nor- 
thern Chiefs, who were the friends of AbbaThulk^ 
felt to knpw the time when the EngUJh intended to 
depart — ^not to gratify idle curiofity, not 10 increafc 
the unjuft and ungenerous apprehenfions entertained 
by our people of the natives of thefe unknown regi- 
ons J but to throw in, towards their fea-ftore, what- 
ever their country produced, which thefe benevolent 
children of nature thought might be of ufe, or ac- 
ceptable 
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<7^3- ceptable to the departing ftrangers, and to thofe 
ftrangers they might never more fee! — ^llie meiTenger 
being difpatched, the King retired again to his mat. 
Early in the morning Abba Tbulle and his Rupacks 
urent to bathe, and returned to breakfaft, when he 
prepared to proceed tq Oroolong. — Mt. Sbarf and Mr. 
Jkf. Wiljbn invited the General* to go with them in the 
{linnace, which he accepted, ordering his canoes, to 
attend the King *^When they had got about two or 
three miles from the ifland, it began to blow frefli, fo 
dmt the canoes were obliged to make their way along 
the (hote for flieiter ^ Raa Kookj delighted to fee the 
pinnace £ul io well, and feel fo little the effed of die 
bad weather, requefted his two friends to go in ibore 
to the King^ and a{k him on board ; which they im- 
mediately complied with.^-*«i^^^^ Tbtdle^ with hk 
young daughter, and the Chief Mini/iery came into 
the pinnace; the wind ft ill frefhening, they made great 
way, the boat rolling much,' going before the wind 
andfea-— The King and his company expreflfed great 
(atkfaftion in finding they fat there fo dry and com- 
fortable to what they could have done in a csuioc, 
which is only fit for fmooth water j our people per- 
ceiving be was fo pleafed with the pinnace, informed 
him, that the Captain intended to prefent him with 
that boat when they went away \ on which he defired 
his brother Raa Kook to be very particular in obferv- 
ing in what manner the fails were managed* 

Ihtfjr 
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They brought with them many things for pre* *7^J* 
fent^ } . and foon after Abba TbuUe and the General^ 
agreeable to their promifey fet their people about 
painting the veflfel, as alio the mads, booms, bow^ 
fprit, &c««^About three o'clock in the afternoon the 
veflel was lowered off the blocks down upon the 
ways ; but being too much over to one fide, was 
fwept with a rope, and a tackle got upon it, to boure 
her over^ — 'llie King, attentive to all he £iw, under* 
ilood what was doing, and fetching a long pole, was 
going to apfJy it as a lever to heave her over, but 
was reiquefted to defift, for fearof ftraining hctj 
fhe was with eafe got fair upon the ways, and alt 
things made ready for launching in the morning^-— * 
Abba ThuUe fat down near the vefTel, talking with 
Raa Kook and the other Chiefs ; then calling to TotA 
Rofe^ bade him inform the Captain, who was at fome 
diflance, that they wifhed to fpeak to him ; who 
being come, the King ordered the linguift to 
acquaint him, that they wifhed the velTel to have a 
Pelew name, as they fuppofed it was then called by 
fome Englijh one, which they defired might be chang- 
ed to Oroolong^ in remembrance of its having been 
built there ; the Captain aflured them k fliould im» 
mediately be done — ^fent for his officers and people, 
and communicated to them the King's requeft ; they 
were pleafed with his idea, which the King perceiv- 
ing, expreffed himfelf greatly fatisfied. — Soon after* 
wards Abba Thulk^ with his attendants, went over 

to 
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^7^3* to the watering-place^ and defired Captaii> Wil/on to 
go with him j when they arrived there, fome canoel 
were juft come in .from fifhing, and he ordered what 
had been caught to be divided, and the bed portion 
to be given to the Englijh ; this feemed to be the pur* 
pbrt of the invitation. But a bufmefs of more con* 
fequence took place, at this viflt : the third mate, the 
gunner, and (hip's fteward, came over, and informed 
the Captain, that Blancbard was coming himfelf to 
fpeak to the King concerning his intention of remain* 
ing at Pelew ; after a ihort confultation, it was agreed 
to abide by their former determination. The Captain, 
in confequence, talking with Abba Thulle about their 
departure, told him he would, in return for the hof* 
pitable kindnefs that both he and his people had 
fliewn them, leave one of his men with them, to take 
care of the guns and other things they intended to 
give him when they went away ; which appearing to 
the King as a teftimony of confidence and efteem, 
could not fail to be very acceptable. — Evening coming 
on, our people returned to the tents, having firft in- 
formed Blancbard that the matter he wiihed was fet- 
tled, and introduced him to their Pelew friends as 
the perfon whom they intended fliould remain with 

them. 

In the night the weather was exceedingly bad, 
blowing a hurricane, with fo much rain that no work 
could be done at low-water, toward getting ready for 
the launch in the morning.— At day-light the wea- 
ther 
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ther was cloudy, with little wind ; but from the very ^,'7^3. j 

Novemb. ' 

high wind in the night it was thought belt to defer Saturxiay 
launching the veffel, as it was judged the next tide 
would not rife fufEcienjrly high for that purpofe.-— 
The King with his attendants (but unaccompanied 
by any women) came over land to the tents very 
early, and immediately fet his men to work to make 
good the places where the tempeft of the night had 
waflied away the paint. — Jbba TbuIJc, converfmg 
with the Captain, gave him to underftand, that they 
would have bad weather until the moon quartered, 
and, left he fliould not be fully explicit, he took up 
a large leaf, and with his fingers tore it till it became 
round, to figure the full moon, that being the then , 
ftate of that planet ; which when he had (hewn, he 
altered the rotundity into the form of a crefcent, in- 
timating by this, that the weather would continue 
unfettled, until that alteration took place in the 
moon's appearance : but, as the remaining fuch 
a length of time would have been very irk- 
fome to all, who now felt an increafed impatience 
to get away. Captain Wif/on affigned, as a reafon 
againft any longer delay, that by it, they might arrive 
in all probability, at Chhia (whither he knew they 
were bound) after all the (hips of his country were 
failed for Europe, which would detain them there till 
the fubfequent feafon. 

While painting the veffel this morning, the ftern 
was particularly decorated by Raa Kook, under the 

R immediate 
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17^3' immediate dircftron of the King; our people took 
* notice that he made on each fide of the ftern two 
circles, one within another, in black and white, with 
fome little zig-zag ornaments hanging from them ; 
thefc were not the efteft of chance, but defign, as, 
during the time that the General was making them, 
the King was talking to him, and appeared to be 
giving directions, not ferioufly, but in a pleafant and 
rather jocofe way. The painting being finiflied, the 
General and Arra Kooker joined the King and the 
Captain, who was fitting with him } after fome con- 
vcrfation, fevcral bafkcts of old cocc»-nut8 in a ftatc 
of vegetation, and fome other feeds, were brought ; 
and the linguift acquainted the Captain that they 
were brought to Oroolong to be planted for the Englijb* 
— Raa Kook then defired Captain Wilfon would ac- 
company him and Arra Kooker^ and (hew thera where 
he would like to have them planted, and that fome 
of our people, with tools, would affift them, by 
digging the holes ; which being done, the General 
and his brother planted feveral cocoa-nut and other 
fruit-trees round the cove where the Enf^Hfn lived; 
and it was obfcrved, that in covering each nut, or 
feed with earth, they faid fomething gently to them- 
fclves, Whe.i they had completed this work, they 
told the Captain thefe would be future fruits for him, 
and the EngUjlo^ whenever they returned ; and that, 
fnould any inhabitants of the other iflands acciden- 
tally ,come on fliore at Oroolong^ and eat thereof, they 

would 
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would thank the Englijh for their refrefliment, — In 1785- 
the evening they tried to launch the veffel, but to 
their great difappointment could not move her, until 
the tide began to fall ; they therefore let every thing 
remain until the next tide, hoping in that time to 
difcover and remove the obftrudion. 

Blanchard having come over with the King in the 
morning, gave an account to his comrades of his 
treatment after the Captain and his companions had 
left him ; the King, he faid, was very much pleafed 
in the thought of his being to remain at Pelew^ and 
with his readinefs to ftay with them, and had pro- 
mifed to make him a Rupack^ and to give him two 
wives, together with a houfe and plantations j aflur- 
ing him, that he would do every thing to make him 
happy and contented, and that he (hould always be 
with himfelf or Raa KooL-^Madan Blanchard was 
a man of a fmgular charafter, about twenty years of 
age, of rather a grave turn of mind, at the fame time 
pofleffing a confiderable degree of dry humour y and 
what rendered the circumftance of his determination 
the more remarkable is, that it was well known he 
had formed no particular attachment on the ifland. 
His good-tempered, inofTenfive behaviour during the 
voyage had gained him the regard of all his fhip- 
mates ; and, feeing the extraprdinary refolution he 
had taken of remaining behind, every one was anxi- 
ous to. intcreft the natives in his favour. As he per- 
fevered in his refolution to the laft, every reader will 

R 2 naturally 
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1 7^3' naturally feel a wifh to learn fomewhat of the fubfe- 
* quent fortune of a man voluntarily cutting himfelf 
off from the reft of the world— dubious as the event 
n^ay he, whether this knowledge may hereafter ever 
reach our ears. It is by no means improbable, if 
he has conduced himfeif well, that by this time he 
n>iiy have become a' charafter of eonfiderable confe* 
q«ence : courage he poffeffed in an eminent degree^ 
a virtue held in high eftimation by the natives. 
Ihift^f tirnately, his fituation in life having denied 
him any adviuitage of education, he was unable 
either to write or read, otherwife hi« memoirs, fmce 
the yccvr i'j^J^^ well digefted, might, to all the in- 
vcftigators of finipfe natu^re, be infinkeiy more inte- 
reftiiior than thofe of half the minifters and ftatef- 
men of Europe^ who have only bequeathed to pofte- 
rity a remembrance of all thofe dark counfels, fecret 
devices, and profligate intrigues, which diftuibed 
the tranquillity of the age they lived in. 
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The Ve/pl fucci^/sfttlly launchecL — The ^greai SatisfaC" 
tion exprejfed by the Natiws on the Occafton. — Our 
People give the King th£ Remainder of the Tooh.-^ 
Captain VJilbm/entforby tJje King to the Waterings 
place ^ who propofes to make him a Rupack ofthejirjl 
Rank. — Invejls him with the highc/i Order of tli^ 
Bone. — A Defcription of the Qercmpny^ 

X HE night proving fine, every hand liad fuffici- Sunday 9. 
cnt employment in preparing things for launching 
the veffel ; they fwcpt her wifh a lower-fhroud haw^ 
fer, and carried an anchor and hawfer arhead, and 
got a runner and tackle purchafe upon it ; they 
likewife got a poft with wedges fet agalnft the fleru- 
poft, and every thing ready "before day-light. The 
tide ebbed extraordinary low this* night, infomuch 
that fome of (hem walked dry to the flower-pot 
ifland, which had never been done at any other 
time before fince their coming to this place ; it was 
low-water rather before two o'clock this morning. 
At day-light they began to try their work, to fee if 
their preparations would anfvver their wiflies, and 
got the veffel down about fix feet ; they then flopped 

m 
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17^3- till high-water, and fent to the King, who with all 

Novcmb. 

his attendants came over to be prefent at the launch. 
About feven o'clock, 'our people happily got their 
veflel afloat, to the general joy of every fpeftator, 
all appearing deeply interefted in the fuccefs of this 
event. — The Englijh gave three loud huzzas at her 
going off, in which they were joined by the natives, 
whofe friendly hearts feemed on this occafion to 
feel a fatisfaftion little inferior to that of our own 
people, which may be fuppofed to have been great 
indeed, — The Englijh fhook hands with each other, 
with a cordiality but feldom experienced ; and the 
mutual look of congratulation, exchanged from 
eye to eye, conveyed to each other's feelings, with 
energy and ardour, thofe fentiments of tranfport 
which words would not with equal force have com- 
municated. The long-wiihed-for moment- of deli- 
verance was now almoft arrived ; every one faw 
again, in imagination, thofe objeds of his affeftion, 
from whom, but a few weeks paft, he thought he 
had been feparatcd for ever. And the part the 
inhabitants of Pelew appeared to take in the com- 
fort of the day, extinguifhed for the prefent every 
alarm that had been unjuftly entertained. — ^Indted 
the conduct of the latter now exhibited, in lovelieft 
colours, the triumph of native benevolence. — ^Thcy 
faw thofe ftrangers ready to depart, from whofe aid 
they had benefited, and from whofe talents and 

art 
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art they had received a knowledge and information 17S:^ 
which had never hitherto reached them ; thev faw 
them exhilarated with the profpeft of returning once 
more (after all their dangers} to their own country, 
whither they were bearing back thofe envied facul- 
ties which they might never witnefs again. And 
yet we behold thofe virtuous natives, glowing with 
the fpirrt of true philanthropy, in the general tranf- 
port forgetting themfelves, and rejoicing with thofe 
that rejoiced ! • 

The veflel was immediately hauled into a dock 
that had been dug for her, and fafely moored, when 
all went to breakfaft — ^the King and the Rupacks 
with the Captain, the attendants with the people ; 
this was indeed the happiefl: and mod comfortable 
jneal they had eaten fince the lofs of the Antelope. 
When breakfaft was over, they got up (hears, and 
took in the mafts, the water-cafks, and the two 
fix-pounders. They now made the King a prefent 
of all the other tools they could fpare j and took 
up the ways, on account of the nails, of which 
they were in want. The veffel having flopped two 
or three times in the launching, which had caufed 
them fome trouble, and more uneafinefs, in taking 
up the ways they perceived that it had been occafi- 
oned by a nail in the bottom not being drove home, 
th^ head of which had grooved the plank all the 
length of the ways. — When the flood-tide came in 

the 
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1783- the afternoon, they hauled the veffel into thebafon, 
which was a deep place of four or five fathom 
Vater, in the middle of the level fandy flat of the 
harbour, large enough to hold three veflels of the 
fame magnitude, where they could lie afloat at low 
water. In the night they got on board all their 
provifion, (lores, ammunition, and arms, except 
fuch as were intended to be given to Abba Thujle; 

Monday and renewed their labour in the morning, taking on 
board their anchors, cables, and other necelTaries, 
making bitts, and fitting a rail acrofs the ftem of 
the veflel. In the morning the King fent a meffage 
to Captain Wilfon^ defiring him to come to him at 
the watering-place; and on his arrival acquainted 
him, that it was his intention to inved him with the 
order of the Bone^ and make him in form a Rupack 
of the firft rank. The Captain expreflfed his ac- 
knowledgments for the honour he purpofed to con- 
fer on him, and the pleafure he felt at being admit- 
ed a Chief of Pelew. — ^The King, and all the /?«- 
facks^ then went and fat down under the Ihade of 
fome large trees, and Captain Wilfon was defiredto 
fit at a little diftance ; when Raa Kook receiving 
the Bon€j prefented it, as from his brother Abba 
Thulley and wanted to know which hand he ufed in 
common ; this the General wiftied to afcertain, by 
putting a ftone in his hand, which he defired him 
to throw at a diftance; finding it was the right 
hand he naturally ufed, he was again requefted to 

fit 
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fit down, and the Bone was applied to his left hand ^ '7^3- 

Novemb. 

to fee if it was large enough for his hand to flip 
through ; being not found fufficiently fo, it was 
rafped away, till judged to be wide enough^ when 
Raa Kooky the Chief Minijier^ and all the Rupacks^ 
proceeded to the inveftment, in the following man- 
ner : — ^ITie General made a firing faft to each of the 
fingers of the Captain's left hand, and then lubri- 
cating the hand with oil, the Chief Miniver phccd 
himlelf behind the Captain, holding him faft by the 
flioulders ; Raa Kook then paffed the different ftrings 
through the Bone^ and giving them to another /?«- 
facky they endeavoured to draw his hand through j 
Raa Kook at the fame time, with his own hand, 
compreffing that of the Captain into the fmalleft 
compafs he poffibly could, fo that the Bone might 
pafe over the joints. During this the moft profound 
filence was preferved, both by the Rupacks who 
aflifted, and the people who attended as fpeftators, 
except by the King, who occafionally fuggefted in 
what manner they might facilitate the operation. 
The point being at laft obtained, and the hand fair- 
ly paffed through, the whole affembly expreffed great 
joy. Abba Thulle then addrefling Captain Wilfon^ 
told him, that the Bone fhould be rubbed bright every 
day^ and preferved as a tefiimony of the rank he held 
amongfi them ; that this mark of dignity mvfi^ on every 
occafion^ be defended valiantly ^ nor fuffcred io be torn 
from bis arm but with the lofs of life. 

The 
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1783- The ceremony ended, all the Rupacks congratu« 
* lated Captain Wilfon on his being one of their or- 
der ; and the inferior natives flocked round to look 
at the Bonc^ and appeared highly pleafed to fee hi« 
arm adorned with it, calling him Englees Rupack. 
• Thofe who may have been witncfles of the con- 

ferring the more fpicndid orders of diftinOion, be- 
flowed by fovereigns of powerful and poliflied king- 
doms, where the Gothic hall is decorated with wav- 
ing banners — where mitred prelates aflift the cere- 
mony — ^where the pomp of regal ftate impofes on 
the fenfe — and the blaze of fuperb ornaments, beam- 
ing from female beauty, gracing the ceremony, over- 
powers the fpeftator with a vaft difplay of magnifi- 
cence — fuch may, with a fmile of contumely read 
the conceptions of thefe children of nature, or be 
difpofed to ridicule the fimplicity with which the 
unadorned natives of Pelew hold a chapter of their 
higheft Order of the Bone. But it will be recol- 
lefted, that the objed and the end are every where 
the fame. — ^This mark of diftinftion is given and 
received in thofe regions as a reward of valour and 
fidelity, and held out as the prize of merit. — ^In 
this light fuch public honours were originally con- 
fidered, and ftill ought to be fo, in every ftate from 
Pd'ezo to Britain. — And while they continue to be 
thus regarded, they will operate on the human paf- 
IJLons,. excite emulation, infpire courage, promote 

virtue 
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virtue, and challenge refpeft. — ^The decoration in- 1785. 
deed derives all its fplendor from the combined ideas 
of the mind whilft viewing it ; and the imagination 
is equally impreffed with the fame fentiment, whe- 
ther the badge of honour be a ftrip of velvet tied 
round the knee, a tuft of ribband and crofs dang- 
ling at the button-hole, a ftar embroidered cm the 
coaty or a Bone upon the arm. 



CHAPTER 
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»7«3. CHAPTER XI. 

Novcmb. . 



The go0d Condud of the Natives y not to difiurb or im- 
fede the Operations of our Feople. — The King in- 
forms Captain Wilfon of his Intention to fend his 
fecond Son^ Lee Boo^ under his Care^ to England. 
— Raa Kook having alfo folicited Abba ThuUe's 
Permif/ion to accompany the Englilh, if refufed iy 
bis Brother^ on very prudential Motives, — A fin^ 
gtdar Occurrence refpeiling one of the King's Ne* 
phews. — The Time of the VeffeVs Departure noticed 
'•-'^ndj preparatory to //, an Infcriptiony cut on a 
Plate of Copper y is fixed to a large Tree^ to record 
the Lofs of the Antelope. 

Monday 1 N the evening the tents were all cleared, and every 
'^' thing carried on board from the old habitations at 
the Cove. — Oiir people being much hindered by the 
natives wiihing to come on board the veflfel to fee and 
. admire her^ it was obferved by Raa Kook^ and men- 
tioned by him to the King, who immediately gave 
direftions that none but the Chiefs fhould go, and 
that the others fhould only paddle along-fide, and. 
look at her from their canoes. When all the ftores 
were on board, and the fails bent, the Captain in- 
vited Abba Thulle to accompany him in her round 
to the watering-place, which he declined, and went 

IRlth 
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with his attendants over land j the invitation was 1783- 
however accepted by the General and Arra Kooker^ 
who were highly delighted at every manoeuvre j 
their canoes, with many others, full of the natives, 
attended them, (houting, hallooing, and rejoicing, 
Raa Kook calling out continually to his people to ob- 
ferve every motion and aftion of the Englijh in con- 
ducing their veffel. They carried her to the weft 
fide of the ifland, and moored her in iix fathom wa- 
ter, abreaft of the well of frelh water. Captain WiU 
fon then went on fhore to the King, accompanied by 
Raa Kook and Arra Kooker^ who related to their bro- 
ther every circumflance they had noticed, defcribing 
particularly the man heaving the lead, and the man- 
ner of anchoring. — Some canoes, as ufual, had been 
out a fifhing, and caught a gieat quantity, of which 
they had made no diftribution, waiting for the Eng^ 
lijh to come and ftiare with them ; this friendly at- 
tention could not be accepted, as all our people were 
on board, and they had no convenience as yet made 
for a fire-place in their little veffel. The King then 
aflced the Captain to flay and eat fome of the filh with 
him, which he complied with, the interpreter re-^ 
maining with him. 

Abba Thuile had, in his vifits to Oroohng^ been 
always a very attentive obferver of whatever he faw 
the Englijh were employed in, (landing by them fre- 
quently whiM at work for a confiderable time, and 
noticing every occurrence. — He had already, as will 

be 
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ly^p be rccoliecled, hinted an intention of fending two 
' of his people to England^ whenever the vcffel wa« 
ready to depart ; and this evening, after fupper, re- 
verting to what he had formerly mentioned, he ex- 
plained himfclf more fully on the fubjeft ; he told 
the Captain, that though his fubjeds looked up to 
. bim with refpeft, and regarded him as not only fupe- 
lior in rank but in knowledge, yet, that after being 
with the Englijh^ and contemplating their ingenuity^ 
he had often felt his own infignificance, in feeing the 
lowcfl man, whom the Captain had under his com- 
mand, exercife talents that he had ever been a ftran- 
ger to ; he had therefore refolved to intruft his fe- 
• cond fon, whofe name was Lee Boo, to Captain Wrl- 
/.ns care, that he might have the advantage of im- 
proving himfelf by accompanying the EngliJIy, and of 
learning many things, that might at his return great- 
ly bencJk his own country. — He added, that one of 
the Malays from Pclelcw fhould alfo go to attend on 
him. — He defcribed his fon as a young man of an 
amiable and gentle difpofition ; that he was fenfible, 
and of a mild temper, and fpoke much in his com- 
mendation; faid he had fent for him from a diftant 
place, where he had been under the care of an old 
mnn ; that he was fhen at PdciUj taking leave of his 
friends, a!ul would be with him at Groolorjg the next 
mornin^::; ; Raa Koik alfo joined, w iA his brother 
Jrra Kookcr^ in giving the fame good character of 
their nephew. 

Captain 
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CzptdlnWil/on replied, that he was exceedingly T783. 
obliged and honoured by this fingular mark of his ^ 
confidence and efteem ; that he fliould have thought 
himfelf bound in gratitude to take care of any per- 
fon belonging to Pelcuu^ whom the King might fend ; 
but in this cafe, he wilhed to affure him, that he 
(hould endeavour to merit the high truft repbfcd in 
him, by treating the young prince with the fame 
tendernefs and afFeftion as his own fon.— This an- 
fwer gave vifible fatisfaction ; and then the conver- 
fation changing, the King exprefied a wifti that the 
veffel might go down to Pelew before her departure ; 
the reafon he afligned for making this requefl: was, 
that many of the men had enjoyed various oppor- 
tunities^ at Oroolong^ of feeing the vefTel and her 
conftruction ; but that this had not been the cafe 
with the aged, the women, and the children; that, 
if they went down to Pelew^ thefe latter would then 
have the pleafure of gratifying their curiofity ; that 
the mothers would hereafter talk over to their chil- 
dren and families the fmgularity of the fight, recall 
the circumftance to their memories, and by this 
means the name of the EngllJJj^ and of their build- 
ing fuch a vell'el on the illand of Orookng^ would 
be preferved by his people, which was what he much 
wifhed. — Captain Wilfon^ who well knew the difpo- 
fition of his own people, and was in his mind fully 
pcrfuaded that their former fufpicions would revive, 
and induce them to doubt whether fome treachery 

was 
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>7S> was not concealed under this requefl; fearing alfo, 
that the eagemefs of the natives to come on board 
and view her interior, as well as her exterior form, 
might caufe confuiion and delay, oppofed the King's 
propofal, by fuggefting fuch^ well* conceived objec* 
lions to it, that he acquiefced, and. nothing more 
was ever laid on the. fubjed. 

It may not be improper in this: place to notice, that 
from the time Raa Kookwdis bufied with the King^ 
in painting the veflel, it was obferved, that there was 
a penfive gloom about him, which they had never 
before feen cloud his countenance, naturally open 
and cheerful. — ^^I'he Captain found it had been oc- 
cafioned by a.difappointment he had met with. — ^His 
great attachment to the Englijh had induced him to 
alk his brother's per million to accompany them to 
England, to which the King had refufed his confent ^ 
afligning the ncceflity be was under to objedl to it^ 
from the circumftance of his being the next heir^ 
and the inconvenience that would arife in cafe of his 
ov^n death when he fliould be abfent; the facceffion 
of the fovereignty of Pelew firft devolving to the 
l^rothcrs of the King, in fuccefiion, and after their 
ileaths reverting to the elded fon of the firft branch 
of the family ; the fccond fon becoming, of courfe,. 
hej-edltary General of the forces. And though the 
good underftanding which Raa Kook poffefled, (hew- 
ed him the impropriety of what he had defired, 
and the prudent ground of his br-other*s refufal, yet 

ir 
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it was evident it had much deprefTed him ; indeed^ ^7^3^ 
the very ftrong partiality he had from the firft tefti- 
fied for our countrymen, the pleafure he alvirays 
feemed to enjoy in their fociety, and the intereft he 
certainly felt in their welfare, would naturally touch 
his fendbility, make him fee with regret the fails of 
his departing friends unfurled, and accelerate the 
pang of a farewel look ! 

At day-light every body was bufied, in filling wa- Tucfday 
ter, bending the fails, completing the fire-place, and 
getting the veffel ready for fea. 

Early this forenoon a circumftance arofe of a na- 
ture too Angular to be omitted. — ^There was a young 
man frequently with our people, who had taken a 
pleafure to affimilate himfelf to all their ways and 
manners, and who now applied to Captain Wilfony 
to folicit him to take him in his veffel to England -y 
he was anfwered by the Captain, that it would be 
impofTible to do it without the direction and confent 
of the King, who had already fpoken to hin^ of tak- 
ing his fon and another man ; but, that as he wiflied 
it, be would fpeak to the King, and know his plea- 
fure. — ^The young man above alluded to, was the 
King's nephew, and fon of that brother who had 
been killed at Artingall^ and whofe death had occa- 
iioned the war which had fo lately been terminated 
between his uncle and thofe people. — Captain J^/^« 
accordingly mentioned the affair to the King, who 
appeared much difpleafed at the application; faid 

S his 
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783. his nephew was a bad man, and neglected his family ; 
ovcm . ^j^^^ jj^ 1^^^ himfelf, two or three times, fince the 

deceafe of his fathet, changed his houfe and plan- 
tation for him, in order to cure his rambling difpo- 
fition, but that nothing feemed to affe£t, or alter 
him.-^The nephew now prefented himfelf to urge 
his own fuit, probably thinking, that the Captain, 
being prefent, would fecond his requeft* — ^The Eang 
gave him an abfolute denial, faying, " Tou are 
unduiifuly and negleilful of your mother ; you have 
deferring and good women for your wives^ to 
whomj as well as to all your relations^ you beha'ue • 
///, for which you have been jujily expofed ibrougb^ 
out the whole ijland* — Tou are ajhamed of your 
condu6l^ and would now fly from your family ; you 
fhall not have my confent^ and I deftre the Captain 
mi to countenance you \ flay at home^ and let your 
fcnfe of Jhame amend your life*** 
The Captain intimated to Abba Tbulle^ that the 
vefTel being completed, and the weather and wind 
fair, they intended to fail the next day : this circum- 
{lance feemed to give him great concern ; he faid 
he had, by the return of the meflenger who came 
to him at the ifland of Pethoull^ fent word to the 
Rupacks of the different iflands in friendihip with 
him, that the day after the day that the Captain new 
mentioned would be the time of departure, they 
all wifhing to bring the Englifh fome prefents for 
their voyage, as memorials of their regard; and 
would in confequence come up the evening of the 

next 



«C 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. 445 

next day, in full hope of feeing them before they 1783. 
quitted Oroolong^ a fatisfaftion they would now be 
deprived of. — Captain Wilfon told Jbba Thulley they 
had been fo amply flocked with provifions by what 
his goodnefs had prepared for them, that they had 
fufEcient (lore for all their voyage, and that the 
wind and weather befriending them, they mud re- 
queft to take leave of him the next day. The dif« 
appointment the Chiefs would feel, fenfibly afiefted 
the. King, as well as the recolledion that he had 
himfelf been made the innocent infttument of de- 
ceiving them. The Captain was alfo much hurt at 
finding the uneafmefs this circumftance had occafi- 
oned, and the more fo, when he perceived that the 
generofity of the King's mind foon overcame it ; for 
he almofl: diredly told him, that, as it mu/i be the 
Iq/i day, he requefled himfelf and his officers would 
dine with him on ihore ; which they all accordingly 
did. — ^The true caufe which induced the Englijh to 
thing of going a day earlier than they had given 
out, was to avoid the vafl concourfe of flrangers, 
who they knew were coming, and who, they fear- 
ed, would impede their operations by the number 
of their canoes, and their curiofity to examine the 
veffel; the buftle and confiifion that this would 
neceffarily have occafioned, muft have unavoidably 
incommoded our men, and prevented them from 
going away with that calmnefs and recoUeclion their 
departure, and pafTage over the reef, required. — 
After dinner, Arra Kookevy who had, from the firft 

S 2 day 
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N ^^^h. ^*y ^^ ^^* feeing the Newfmndland Dcg^ fet his heart 
on the animal, and had often exprefTed a longing 
defire to poffefs it when our people went away, now 
renewed his folicitations : from the earnefhiefs with 
which he begged it, and the care he aflured them he 
would take of it, they were induced to make luDQ 
happy, and relinquifh all right in poor Sailor. 

Raa Kookj whofe thoughts were of a diflferent 
turn, and whofe ideas were wholly intent on bene- 
fitting his country by every information he could 
obtain from the Englijhy made many enquiries about 
the method of building a veflel in their way ; Mr. 
Barker drew him a plan to work by, recommending 
the jolly-boat as a model, rather than the pinnace, 
ihe being broader, and not of fo deep a form. He 
exprefled a wifli to have the launching-ways left, and 
faid, if he was able to compafs fuch a purpofe, that 
> he would do it on the fame fpot, eileeming it to be 
fortunate. — Abba Thulle^ who had been diverted by 
Arra Kooker*s requeft, appeared to lend a very feri- 
ous attention to the fubjed which had fo much en« 
gaged Raa Kook ; obferving that with the iron and 
tools they had now in their poffef&on, they could do 
more work in a few days, than they could before in 
as many months. — While the CaptaiA was on fhore, 
fome words had arifen between two of his men on 
board, which had produced a blow, and a bloody 
nofe ; this paifmg on the deck, and being feen by 
many of the natives, who were alongfide in their ca« 

noes. 
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noes, the account of it foon reached the fhore ; the 17^5- 
Captain went immediately on board to enquire the 
caufe. After reprimanding the parties, he returned 
to the King, who being apprized of the bufmefs, was 
told that it was a trifling difpute, and the effect of 
pailion ; on hearing which, he faid, ^* there were in 
** all countries bad men^ who he fuppofed could not be 
** kept in order J* Some of the Rupacksy however, 
aiked if fuch an accident might happen to the young 
man who was to go with him (meaning the King's 
fon); Captain Wilfon affured them no fuch thing 
could, as Lee Boo would be as his own fon, and en* 
tirely under his own care ; with which anfwer they 
all appeared fatisfied. 

Before our people quitted the Cove, they left an 
lEngliJb pendant hoifted on a large tree, which grew 
dofe to where their tents had ftood ; and cut upon 
a plate of copper the following infcription, which, 
after being nailed to a thick board, was afExed to a 
tree near the fpot where they had built their JittlQ 
veffel : 



The 
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'783- The Honourable 

Novcmb. 

Englifh Eaft India Company's Ship 

The Antelope, 

Henry Wilson, G>mmander, 

Was loft upon the reef north of this ifland 

In the night between the 9th and loth of 

Auguft ; 

Who here built a veffcl, 

And failed from hence 

The 1 2th day of November 1783. 

The meaning of this infcription was explained to 
t)ie Sang, and that it was put up as a memorial of 
the Englijh having been there. — ^He was pleafed with 
the idea, and explained it himfelf to his own people, 
promifing that it (hould never be taken down, and 
if by any accident it (hould happen to fall, he would 
take care of it, and have it preferved at Pelew. 

The difcourfe of the day turned much on the fub- 
jeft of their departure j whilft they fat together, 
Abba Thulle^ addreffing Captain Wilfony faid, " Tau 

are going; and when gone y I fear the inhabitants 

of Artin^all will come down in great numbers and 
" molejl me^ as they have done fretjuently before ; and^ 
" having loji the aid of the Englifli, I Jhallbe unable 

''to 
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^* to reji/i therriy unlefs you will leave me a few of 1783- 
^* your mufqueiSy which you have already taught me 
" to hope you wow/^."— Captain Wilfon fpoke to hi* 
ofBcer$ on the propriety of doing this inftantly; 
they feemed fomewhat unwilling to put the arms 
they aftually meant to give thero, into their hand$ 
till the lad moment j-^^that miftruft which had pof- 
fefled their nunds, flill kept its hold, and appeared 
too ftrongly imprefled on their countenances to 
efcape the quick difcernment of the King ; who, 
willing perhaps that they fhould know he had no- 
ticed their apprehenfions, with that calm reflefting 
temper which marked his charader, afked if they 
were afraid to truft him with a few arms ? " What 
^' is there (faid he) can make you harbour doubts of 
" me f I never tejiijied any fear of you, but endea- 
*' voured to convince you that I wijhed your friend^ 
" Jhip. Had I been difpofed to have harmed you^ I 
^^ might have done it long ago ; I have at all times 
" had you 'in my power— ^but have only exercifed 
" that power in making it ufeful to yot^^^ajid can 
*' you not confide in me at the lafi f^* 

When the foregoing pages are attentively con- 
fidered, the hofpitality with which our people had 
been treated, both by Abba Thulle, and the natives, 
from the-firft friendly interview to the prefent mo- 
ment — ^who had fpread before them whatever they 
had to give, or their country produced, and who, 
^dded to all this, as an unequivocal proof of the 

high 
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^1^3' high opinion he entertained of the Englijhj was 
going to confign his own fon to their care— is there 
a reader who, recalling all thefe circumftances^ can 
wonder they affefted the fenfibility of Abba ThuUe f 
—Or rather, will there be found a reader who will 
not be ready with mjfelf to aik, Under what fun was 
ever tempered the fteel that could cut fuch a paflage 
tp the heart as this juft reproach of the King's ? 
Every individual felt its force, and its truth ; every 
individual alfo felt how much his mind had injured 
the virtues of this excellent man. — ^Nor was the 
wound of this reproach rendered lefs acute by the 
confcioufnefs each man had, of having been fo lately 
induced, by his unjuft fears, to join in fuch deftruc- 
. tive counfel againft him and his family. 

But the eye of philofophy will candidly view and 
difcriminate between the two parties ; the people of 
Pelewy tutored in the fchool of Nature, aded from 
her impulfe alone, they were open and undifguifed ; 
unconfcious of deceit themfelves, they neither fear- 
ed nor looked for it in others. — Our countrymen- 
born and brought up in a civilized nation^ where 

Art affumes every form and colouring of life, and 

« 

is even perfedioned into a.fcience, were faOiioned 
by education to fufpicion and didruft, slnd awake 
to all their bufy fuggeftions. — Such is the fatal 
knowledge the world teaches mankind, fencing too 
often the human heart againft the inlets of its own 

happinefs^ 
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happinefs, by weakening confidence, the moft yalua- ^7^3' 

, Novembu 

ble bond of fociety ! 

The King's rebuke was too powerful for our peo- 
ple to refift ; they inftantly defired the Captain to 
aiTure him, that whatever had been promifed fliould 
be faithfully fulfilled^ and, to convince him they 
could have no fufpicions, the arms fliould be imme- 
diately given to him ; they accordingly fent on board 
for the quantity of arms they could with convenien- 
cy fpare, and on the boat's return prefented him with 
five mufquets, five cutlafles, near a barrel of gun- 
powder, with gun-flints and ball in proportion. 
Captain Wilfon alfo made him a prefent of his own 
fowling-piece, with which he feemed to be particu- 
larly pleafed, having often feen its effeft on the 
fowls and other birds at Pelew. 

And now the gentle fpirit of the King appeared 
to forget the trace of all that had happened ;--but 
the fcene enabled every one . prefent to tranfmit to 
pofterity a moft captivating picture of the forcible, 
yet mild triumph of virtue I 



CHAPTER 
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No«4. CHAPTER XXI, 



Lee Boo arrives^ and is introduced to Captain Wilfon; 
wbo^ at the King^s Dejire^ remains all Night on 
Shores — The inierefiing Manner in which be deli- 
vers his Son to his Care* — The Captain gives Blan* 
chard Advice how to condnEl him/elf* — In the Mom^' 
ing Signals for failing reared. — ^A Boatfent to bring 
the Captain on board. The King (ind hif Brothers 
accompany them, to the Reef — Multitudes oftheNa^ 
fives f in their Canoes^ furround the Yeffel to teflifj 
their Regard. — The King takes an qffeSlionate Leave 
of the 'Englifh.—Chara^er ^ Abba ThuUc-^^Raa 
Kook croffes the Reef^ and goes a good Way to Sea 
before he quits them-^His CharaSlerj-^Tbe Englifl) 
proceed on their Voyage to Chinat 



In 



Tucfday IN the evening arrived the King's fQCond fon, Lee 
Boo ; he was brought from Pelew by hjs elder bro- 
ther, J^i Billj to accompany our people to England. 
His father introduced him to Captain Wilfon^ and 
then to the officers who were on fhore j he approach- 
ed them all in fo eafy and fo affably a manner, and 
bad fo much goodrhumour and fenfibility in his 
countenance, that every one w^is immediately imprcf- 
fed in his favour, and felt that intereft for him which 
his amiable manners daily increafed,^ — ^Before dark 

the 
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the ofEcers took their leave of the King, and went on ^7^3- 
board the Oroolong^ leaving the Captain behind, 
whom Abba Thulle had requefted to pafs the night 
on fhore. The King now ^having Lee Boo clofe at 
his fidej difcourfed much with him, giving him in- 
ilrudions how to condud himfelf, and what he was 
to attend to j telling him he was henceforward to 
look upon Captain Wilfon as another father, and win 
his affeftion by obferving his advice.—rThen, addref- 
fmg the Captain, faid, " When Lee Boo got to Eng- 
" land^ he would have fuch fine things to fee, 
*^ that he might chance to flip away from him, to 
" run after novelty ; but that he hoped the Captain 
*^ would keep him as much as he could under his 
** eye, and endeavour to moderate the eagcrnefc of 
" his youth/^ 

After further converfation relative to the confi* 
dence repofed in Captain Wilfon^ Abba Thulle con- 
cluded his recommendation in nearly thefe expref- 
fions >— ** / would wijh you to inform I^ee Boo of all 
" things whfch be ought to know^ and make him an 
" Englifhman. — The fubjeB of parting with my fon 
" I have frequently revolved ; — / am well aware that . 
" the dijlant countries he muji go through^ differing 
" much from his own^ may expofe him to dangers^ as 
** well as to difeafes that are unknown to us here^ in 
" confequence of which he may die ; — I have prepared 
" my thoughts to this ; — / know that death is to all 
" men inevitable^ and whether my fon meets this e^ent 

« at 
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«7^3' ^ at Pelew, or elfewberey is immaleriaL — lamfatU* 
*^ Jiedy from what I have obferved of the humanity of 
your cbaraSerj that if he isftck^ you will be kind 
to him ; andyjbould that happen, which your uSmo/l 
care cannot prevent , let it not hinder you, or your 
** brother y or your foHy or any of your countrymen^ re^ 
^ turning here ; I Jhall receive you, or any of your 
" people y in friendjhipy and rejoice to fee you again.'* 
Captaia Wilfon repeated his afTurance, that be 
vould have the fame care for Lee Boo as for his own 
child, and that nothing fhould be wanting on bis 
part to teltify, in his attention to the fon*, the gnu 
titude and regard he (hould ever feel for the father. 
The thoughts of the King, as well as thofe of the 
Captain, were too much engaged, to devote much 
of the night to fleep ; Jbba Thulle pafled a confider^ 
able part of it, as did alfo the Rupacksy in difcourf- 
ing with their young countryman, who was now 
launching into a new and untried world, and on the 
point of being feparated by an immenfe diflance from 
every former connexion. — Being now fo near to 
their departure. Captain Wilfon took this opportunity 
to talk again with Blanchardy and to give him 
advice how he fhould conduct himfelf towards 
the natives, and in what things he could be inftruc* 
live and beneficial to them ; particularly in working 
fuch iron as had been given to them, and what more 
they might hereafter obtain from the wreck j and 
alfo in taking care pf the arms and ammunition they 

bad 
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had left themi which would be of the utmoft con- n^S- 
fequence; requefting he would never go naked, 
like the natives,^ as, by preferving the form of dre& 
iu8 countrymen had appeared in, he would always 
fupport a fuperioiity of chara6ler ; and, that he 
might be better enabled to follow this advice, he 
was fumiflied with all the clothes they could fpare*; 
and dire£led, when thefe were worn out, to make 
himfelf trowfers with a mat, which he could alv/ays 
procure from the natives, and thereby preferve ths^ 
decency he had always been accuftomed to.— -Nor 
in the inflrudions delivered to him, were forgot- 
ten an attention to his religion; he was earneftly 
exhorted not to negled thofe ads of devotion which 
he had been taught to pra&ife ; and to keep a Sab- 
both or Sunday^ and follow thofe Chriilian duties in 
which he had been educated. — ^He was laftly defired 
to aik for any thing that he might think would be 
of ufe and comfort to him : — when he requefted to 
have one of the fliip's compares ; and, as the pin- 
nace was to be left,, that they might have the mafts, 
fails, oars, and every thing belonging to her ; which 
were all given, as foon as they had towed the veflel 
over the reef. 

In the morning, at day-light, an Englifhjack was Wedncf- 
hoifted at the maft-head of the veffel, and one of the ^^^ '^* 
fwivcls fired, as a fignal for failing j this being ex- 
plained to the King, he ordered boats immediately 
to take on board yams, cocoa-nuts, fweetmeats, and 

other 
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1 735- other things provided for the voyage ; befide which, 
* many canoes of the natives, loaded with a profufion 

« 

of provifion, lay alongfide the Oroolong ; fo that, had 
all the expeded northern Rupacks added their intend- 
ed prefents, it would have fupplied a Ihip of five 
times the iize» 

As foon as the veffel was loaded with every thing 
they could take on board, and ready for fea, the 
boat was fent on (hore for the Captain ; who ac- 
quainting the King therewith, he fignified that he 
and his fon would come on board prefently in his 
canoe. — Captain Wilfon then took Blancbardy as alfo 
the five men who had come on fhore for him, into 
a temporary houfe that had been ere&ed for the ac- 
commodation of the Rupack Maathj who was ex- 
peded from the northward, and being entered, he 
once more requefted Blanchard to imprefs on his 
memory all that advice which he had before given 
him, and particularly to be obfervant of his duty, 
that the people of Pelew might thereby fee that he 
retained that faith and fenfe of religion in which he 
had been trained. He then made the feamen prefent 
kneel down with him, and unite in thankfgiving to 
that Supreme Being, who had not only fupported 
their fpirits in the midft of fevere toils and dangers, 
but had now opened to them the means of delive- 
rance. — ^During this aft of devotion, the King and 
' his Chiefs remained near the entrance of the houfc, 

obferved 
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obferved and well knew what our people were about, 1783. 

Novemb* 

and preferved a profound filence. 

It muft alfo be noticed^ that when Lee Boo came 
up, a baftet, with fome dozens of a fruit refembling 
an apple, was brought from Pelew ; they were of 
an oblong fhape, and in colour of a deep crimfon, 
not unlike what are called in England The Dutch 
Paradife Apple*. — ^They fpoke of them as a fruit 
that was very rare, and faid they were juft coming 
in feafon. The Captain gave one to each of his of- 
ficers, being a fruit they had not feen before ; and 
the reft he carefully referved for his young paffenger, 
to treat him with during his voyage. 

About eight o'clock in the morning the Captain 
went on board in his boat ; the King, with his fon 
Lee Booy and his Rupacks^ followed him very foon 
in their canoes, accompanied by Blanchard ; their 
little vefTel was fo deeply loaded with their fea {lores, 
that a doubt arofe whether (he might be able to get 
over the Reef, it was therefore agreed to land the 
two fix-pounders, and leave the jolly-boat behind, 
they having no materials wherewith to repair her, 
and without it Ihe could not much longer fwim. 
This being made known to the Kmg, and that they 
were in want of a boat, he immediately offered to 
fupply them with a canoe, and pointed to feveral then 

• Of this fruit there are different forts, in many of the South 
Sea iflands ; it is the Jamboo Apple, the Eugenia Malaccenfis of 
Limuau. 

along- 
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1 7^3- alongfide ; all which being too large to hoifl: on board 
' the veffel, the King difpatched his eldeft fon ^i Bill, 
on (hore, who foon returned with one of a proper fize. 
Mr, Sharp had been defired to take the King's fon 
under his particular care, till the Oroolong fhould ar- 
rive at China ; and Abba Thulle now pointed out Mr. 
Sharp to him, whom he faid was to be his Sucalic; 
and from that moment Lee Boo attached himfelf to 
him, keeping clofe at his fide in whatever part of the 
veffel he went. In putting every thing to order be- 
fore the Oroolong moved, there was a fmali fail be- 
longing to the pinnace, which could not be found. 
Blanchard was now got into the pinnace, in order to 
take the veffel in tow ; he had, with the mofl unwea- 
ried afliduity, lent his countrymen every afliftance in 
his power to the lad, and, having laid up carefully 
the fail enquired after, came on board to ihew where 
he had flowed it ; which having done, he wi(hed them 
all a profperoiis voyage, and without teftifying the 
fmalleft degree of regret, took leave of all his old 
fhip-mates, with as much eafe as if they were only 
failing from London to Gravefendy and were to re- 
turn with the next tide. 

The Oroolong now proceeded towards the reef j 
and, loaded as fhe had been by Abba Thulle*s bounty, 
even to fiiperfluity, with whatever he conceived might 
be ufeful or pleafant to his departing friends, yet on 
either fide of her were a multitude of canoes, filled 
with the common natives, who had all brought our 

people 
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people prefents from themfelves, intreating they might * 783* 
be accepted.— It was in vain they were told that 
the veflel was fo full there was no room to receive 
any thing more ; each held up a little fotnething^ 
" Only this from /?i^"— " Only this from me^^ was 
the general cry ;— the repetition of which was urged 
-with fuch fupplicating countenances, and watery eyes, 
that this bewitching teftimony of afFeftion and gene- 
rofity almoft overcame every one on board.— From 
fome of thofe who were neareft, a few yams or 
cocoa-nuts were accepted ; and the poor creatures, 
whofe intreaties could not be attended to, unable to 
bear the difappointment, paddled ahead, and threw 
the little prefents they had brought into the pinnace, 
totally ignorant that fhe was to return back with 
Blanchard. • 

Several canoes preceded the pinnace, to mark 
the fafeft track for the veflel ; and others were ftati- 
oned at the reef, by the King's command, to point 
out the deeped water for her paflage over it : by all 
the previous examinations, as well as by the prefent 
precautions, the Oroolong cleared the reef without 
the leaft difficulty. 

The King accompanied the Englijh in their veflel, 
almofl; to the reef, before he made a fignal for 
his canoe to come alongfide ; he gave Lee Boo *hi8 
bleffing, wiftiing him happy and profperous, which 
his fon received with great refpect.— -Seeing Captain 
Wil/on bufied in giving directions to his people, he 

T ftopt 
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1783. ftopt till he found him quite at liberty, and thea 
* went up to him and embraced him with great ten- 
demefs, fhewing, by his looks and voice, how 
much he was didrefTed to bid him farewell ; he 
ihook all the officers by the hand, in a mod cordial 
manner ; faying, " Tou are happy becaufe you are 
going home ; — / am happy to find you are bappy^^ 
butjlill very unhappy myfelf to fee you going away!^ 
—Then, affuring our people of his affedionate 
wiflies for their fuccefsful voyage, he went over the 
fide of the velTel into his canoe. — Mod of the Chiefs 
on board left them at the fame time, except Raa 
Kook^ and a few men who attended him, who would 
fee the Englijh clear of danger to the outfide of the 
reef. As the canoes drew clofe and furrounded 
that of the King, the natives all looked up eager- 
ly, as to take leave, whild their countenances ex- 
prefled all their benevolent hearts felt, in looks more 
expreffive than language. Our countrymen might 
with truth fay, they left a whole people in tears; 
and fo fenfibly were they impreffed themfelves by 
thi3 intereding fcene, that when Abba Thulle and 
his train turned back to Oroolongy they were hardly 
able to 'give them three cheers, and their eyes pur- 
fued them to catch the lated look, whild eveiy man 
on board, with the warmed emotions of gratitude, 
felt the efficacy of his fervices, which in a great 
meafure had brought about their deliverance — and 
the deadinefs of his frienddiip, which, though from 

imaginary 
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imaginary alarms at times doubted, they had found 17^3* 
nrm and unfhaken to the lad. 

Having now bid adieu to this good and amiable 
prince, it may not be improper to give an outline 
of his general charafter. — It is more than probable, 
that the curtain is for ever dropped between him 
and the world ! — ^He is entered into his own unno^ 
noticed domains, where he and his Anceftry have 
paifed a long fuccef&on of ages in oblivious filence, 
unknowing and unknown to their cotemporaries in- 
habiting the reft of the globe,— An accident, wholly 
unexpected, hath given us at laft a tranfient fight 
of thefe people ; nor is it likely that they will again 
be fought or looked after, as they poflefs nothing 
but good fenfe and virtue, and live in. a country 
which fuppjies no materials that may tempt the ava* 
rice of mankind to difturb their tranquillity. — If they 
have not, nor yet know the comforts of civilized 
nations, the advantages of arts, or the blandifli- 
nients of luxury — -they have, in counterpoife, been 
ignorant of the anxieries they awaken, the paflions 
which they inflame, and the crimes they give birth 
to !— Even in their ftate of native fimplicity, as pic- 
tured in the foregoing pages, there is, I fhould 
conceive, fuflicient matter to intereft, and ftill far 
more to admire. With regard to the excellent man, 
who ruled over thefe fons of Nature, he certainly, 
in every part of his conduft, (hewed himfelf firm, 
noble, gracious, and benevolent ; there was a dig- 
nity in all his deportment, a gentlenefs in all his man. 

T 2 ners. 
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1785- ners, and a warmth and fenfibifity about his heart, 
* that won the love of all who approached him. — ^Na- 
ture had beftowed on hin> a contemplative mind, 
which he had himfelf improved by tbofe refleftions 
that good fenfe dictated, and obfervation confirmed. 
His remarks on the affair of the mufquets was as 
painted, and at the fame time as delicate a reproof 
as perhaps was ever thrown on t.— His converfation 
with Captain Wilfon^ refpefting hi^ fon, whilft it 
(hewed an unbounded confidence on the part of the 
King, marked alfo the force of great fcntiment and 
reafoning ; and his rebuke, when refufing his ne- 
phew's felicitation, difcovered a heart tutored in th6 
fentiments of refined honour. 

The happinefs of his people feemed to be always 
in Abba ThulWs thoughts. — In order more efieftu- 
ally to ftimulate them to ufeful labour, he had him- 
felf learnt all the few arts they poflfcfled, and was 
looked on, in fome of them, to be the beft workman 
in his dominions. — ^His requefting from Captain WiU 
Jon the Chlnefe mat, was only to give his people a 
better pattern than their own to follow ; and, in 
fending hfs fon to England^ and in the long inftruc- 
tions given him before his departure, he had not, 
nor could have, any other objeft in view, but tliat 
of benefiting his fubjefls by the future improve- 
pients he would bring back - to his country ; ideas, 
which the intercoufe he had with the Eng!i/h muft 
have folely excited. — In fliort, had his lot been 
thrown to rule over a great nation, conneSed with 

mankind, 
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. mankind, one is at liberty tp conjefture, that his 1783- 
talents and natural difporuion might have made him 
the Peter of the fouthern world ! 

Placed as he was byxProvidence in its obfcurer 
fcenes, he lived beloved by his Chiefs^ and revered 

. by his people ; over whom, whilft he preferved a 
dignity that diftinguiihed his fuperior ftation, he 
reigned more as the father than the fovereign. — ^The 
eyes of his fubjefts beheld their naked prince with 
as much awe and refpefl, as thofe are vievred with 
who govern polifhed nations, and are decorated with 
all the da;z2J]ng parade and ornaments of royalty ; 
nor was the purple robe, or the fplendid diadem ne- 
ceffaty to point out a charafter, which the mafterly 
hand of Nature bad rendered fo perfefk ! 

Having paffed the reef, and being clear of prefent 
daDger, every one would have been in great fpirits, 
had not the pain of quitting thefe friendly people 

. overfhadpwed their ]oy.'^Raa Kook remained very 
penfive, and fuffered the veffel to proceed a confider- 
able way from the reef before'he recollefted himfelf, 
and fummoned his canoes to return back. — ^As this 
Chief had been their firft and truly valuable friend, 
they prefented him with ^ brace of piftols, and a car- 
totich-box loaded with the proper cartridges.— The 
pinnace being now at the fide of the veffel, the Cap- 
tain and officers were prepared to take leave of the 
General ; but, when the moment of feparation arriv* 
ed, he was fo affedcd, that he was af firfl unable to 
fpeak y he took them cordially by the hand, and point- 
ing 
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1783- ing with the other to his heart, faid, it was there hi 
' felt the pain of bidding them farewell ; nor were there 
any on board who faw his departure without fharing 
nearly the fame diftrefs.— ^He addreffed Lee Boo by 
his name, and fpoke a few words to him ; but, being 
unable to proceed, he went into the boat, when, im- 
^ mediately quitting the rope, he gave our people a laft 
affedionate look, then dropped aftem. 

This excellent man appeared to be fomewhat up- 
wards of forty years of age, was of a middling ftature, 
rather inclinable to be lufty ; he had a great expref- 
fion of fenfibility in his countenance, tempered with 
abundant good-nature. His charader was firm and 
determined, yet full of humanity ; in whatever he 
undertook he was fteady and perfevering ; he deli- 
vered his orders to the people ivith the utmoft leni- 
ty^ but would be obeyed ; ^d they, on every occa- 
iion, feemed to ferve him with ardour and alacrity, 
as if mingling affe£tion with duty. The reader muft 
have obferved, that from his firft interview with our 
people, he had ftiewn an attachment to them, which 
was never after leflfened or cooled. He was not of 
fo ferious a caft as the King, nor had he that turn for 
humour aad mimickry which Jrra Kooker fo ftrong- 
ly poffefled ; but he was always pleafant and lively, 
had abundant good-humour, and well-difpofed to 
laughter, when it was occafionally excited. He had 
an eager fpirit of enquiry, and a defire to examine 
the qauies a?id jeafons of ev^ry effeft which he law 

prpduc^9 
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produced, and was wonderfully quick in compre- 1783. 
bending whatever was defcribed to him ; his mind 
was ftrong and aftive, his behaviour manly and cour- 
teous, and accompanied with fo nice a fenfe of ho- 
nour, that he felt it wounded whenever any of the 
natives had, by their little trifling thefts, violated, 
as he judged, the laws of hofpitality, which he held 
moft facred, and always difcovered an impatience till 
he could make them reftore what they had taken 
away. This he carried fo far as even to fliew his dif- 
pleafure at the Chief Minj/ier, for requefting a cutlafs 
of Captain Wi/fon (at the firft interview) thinking it a 
breach of this virtue, to folicit a favour of thofe who 
were fo fituated, as not to be at liberty to refufe the 
requeft, though the granting it might be inconvenient. 
He was much amufed by the peculiar manner of the 
Cbine/ej and their way of talking ; would frequently 
fit down to pick oakum with them, on purpofe to 
fee more of them, without feeming to intrude. Our 
people were probably partly indebted to his good 
offices for the fteady friendfliip the King bad for 
them ; at lead, on their firA; coming, he certainly in- 
terefted his brother in their favour. He beheld all 
duplicity with indignation, and publicly, before the 
King, Ihewed his contempt of Soogle^ the Malay ^ who 
had dared to throw out iniinuations prejudicial to 
the Englijh. He was communicative to our people 
on every occafion, and at all times willing to explain 
any thing to them ; and, had they always had the 

linguin: 
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1783- linguift at their elbow, or a language in which they 
could have eafier converfed with him, many things 
might have been cleared up, which muft now remain 
undetermined. — With all tbefe excellent qualities, he 
appeared in his domeftic charaAer equally refpeda- 
ble ; as the reader will recoiled, who has had a view 
of his pleafant deportment in his own family, and 
has feen him in all the filent majefty of grief attends 
ing the obfequies of a valiant Ton who had been flain 
in jRghting for his country. — ^To all thefe circum- 
fiances I muft add, that the concern be difcoveredin 
taking leave of his nephew, and our countrymen, 
evidently proved there was no fmall portion of fenfi- 
bility lodged about his heart. 

Whilft I am clofmg this laft remark on the cha- 
racter of Raa Rook^ I cannot avoid making a general 
obfervation on the people of Pelew, who, though 
they appeared to be Philofophers in adverfity, Stoics 
in pain, and Heroes in death, yet, in many of the 
more delicate feelings of the human breaft, they pof- 
fefled all the amiable tendernefs of a woman ! 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER ZXII. J7R3- 

"The Englifli, in the Oroolong, quit the Pe!ew IJlands. 
-^^An Account of their Pajfagefrom thence to Macoa* 
-^--Their Arrival there.^-^Thcy difpofc ofthdr Vcfjll^ 
and proceed . ig Canton, where they enibark for, 
England. 

V^UR countn^men being now in a fair way of get* WLxlncf. 
ting to China^ after parting with their humane friends 
of Pelew^ hauled up along the back of the reef, N, 
W. by N, having the end of the outer breakers on their 
lee-beam.— At noon the ifland of Oroolonz bore S. E. 
by E. \ E. diftant about four leagues, from whence 
they took their departure; its latitude being 7^-19' 
north, and longitude 134'* 40' eaft oi Greenwich. 

The two firft days after leaving' the Pelew i^ands, ^^j^urWa? 
our people had tolerable weather, with light fqualls '3»''»"^^ 

^ Tri. 14. 

and rain, the wind variable from £• to S. E. with 
which they fteered to the northward.— L^^ Boo^ the 
firft night he flept on board, ordered Boy am ^ his fer- 
vant fwho was one of the two Malays from Pelew J 
to bring his mat upon deck \ a warmer covering was 
ordered for him, to defend him from the cold. — He 
was the next morning much furprized at not feeing 
land. — Captain Wilfon now clothed him in a fhirt, 
waiftcoat, and a pair , of trowfers j he appeared to. 

feel 
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1783. feci himfelf uneafy in wearing the two firft articles, 
* and foon took them off and folded them up, ufing 
them only as a pillow ; but, being impreffed with an 
idea of the indelicacy of having no clothing, he ne- 
ver appeared without his trowfers ; and as the veffel, 
proceeding northward, advanced into a climate gra- 
dually growing colder, he felt lefs inconvenience in 
putting on again his jacket and (hirt; to which, 
when he had been a little time accuftomed, his new- 
taught fenfe of propriety was fo great, that he would 
never change his drefs, or any part of it, in the pre- 
fence of another perfon, always retiring for that pur- 
pofe to fome dark corner where no one could fee 
him»-^The motion of the veffel at firfl made him 
very fea-fick, and obliged him frequently to lie 
down i this ficknefs abating, he had one of the ap- 
ples given him which had been brought from Pe/ew ; 
he expreffed a doubt about eating it ; but, being told 
it was the Captain's defire, and that Abba Tbulle had 
fent them for him, he obferved to Boyaniy thar he 
was much indulged, none but a few great people 
having his father's permiflion to eat of this fruit •. 
This young man was remarkably clean in his 
perfon, wafliing himfelf feveral times a day ; and as 
foon as he was perfieftly recovered from bis fea-iick- 
nefs appeared to be eafy and contented. The lati^ 

• This remark of Lee Boo's agrees with the King's telling 
Captain IVllfon^ when he gave him thofe apples, t\^l they were 
% great rarity, 

tude, 
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Cude, on the fourteenth at noon, was 9"* 38' north i783, 
by obfervation— The day following was cloudy but^'^^^iy 
good weather, with a fwell from the N. E.— They ^J- 
faw a few fea-birds and flying-fifli ; and, having an 
obfervation at noon, found they were in latitude 
lo"" 45' north; the weather continued moderate, 
though cloudy, and their little veffel (excepting a 
fmall leak) was found in every refpeft equal to their 
hopes. — ^They had this forenoon prayers read upon Sunday 
deck, all our people having, in this happy delive- ^^ 
ranee, too ftrong a recolleftion of the mercies of 
Providence not to offer them publicly, with hearts 
fill! of gratitude. The latitude at noon was la'' i' 
north. — fLee Boo was now fo well recovered as to eat 
a flying-fifti that was caught upon deck, and fome 
yam, having till this time eat very little. — He this 
afternoon told Boyam, that he was fenftble his father 
and family had been very unhappy from knowing that 
he had been ftck. 

The weather continuing fair, with the wind from 
the N. E. and eaft, they endeavoured this morning M^ndat 
to make more room, by re-ftowing their provifion *7- 
and (lores; in doing which they difcovered that 
the leak was under the end of one of the floor-tim- 
bers : it was propofed to cut it away, in order to 
come at and ftop it from within, but on more ma- 
ture confidenition this was thought to be too dan^-e- 
rous an attempt, as it might occafion the ftarting of 
a plank, which would cxpofe the veffel to the almoft 

certainty 
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^783- certainty of finking j the idea was therefore imme- 
* diateiy ;;iven up, as the water made was eafiiy clear- 
ed by two men at the pump.— The latitude at noon,by 
obfer vation, was 1 3 1 9' north.^-In the night they bad 
ftrong fqualls, variable to the northward, with rain, 
and at times had very hot puffs of wind, as if from 
land ; they kept under an eafy fail and a good look- 
-. out until daylight, but iaw no appearance of land ; 
Tucfday the weather being very unfettled, with, fqualls and 
I'Hday rain, and the wind varying at times to the eaflward, 
^^' fouthward, and S. V7. with lightping a^d dark clouds. 
—On the twenty-firft they found, by obfervation, 
Saturday their latitude to be 17° 47' north, and the next d^y 
^^' were in 1 8* 29' north : the weather continuing very 
unfettled, with frequent fqualls, the wind remaining 
Sunday in the E. and S. E. quarters until the twenty-third, 
*^* when it veered round to the N. £• with rain, till the 
Monday, next moming, the weather becoming then moderate 
^^ and fair ; the latitude at noon was 20"* 43' north, by 
obfervation ; in the night they had fome light fqualls, 
Tiiefday and kept ^ good look-out for the land.— In the 
^' morning, about three o'clock, having great ripplings 
in the water, they hauled up to the northward till 
day-light, when they faw the Bajbee iflands bearing 
W. N. W. diftant about three leagues. This cir- 
curaftance much pleafed Lee Boo. He was eager to 
learn their names, which being told him repeatedly, 
until he could pronounce them ; be took a piece of 
line, which he bad brought wiib him for the purpofe 

of 
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of making remarks, and tied a knot thereon, as a i7^S« 
remembrance of the circumftance. — At feven o'clock 
the wind changing to the northward, they bore^way 
through a paiTage between the iflands, and at noon 
were in the China fea, their latitude 21** 5' north, by 
obfervation ; they had now fair weather with fmooth 
water, and by four o'clock in the afternoon had loft 
fight of the Bajhee iflands. 

The next morning about nine o'clock they faw Wcdncf- 
land upon their quarter, bearing from N. E. ^ N, to "^ ^^' 
E. N. E. being part of the ifland of Formofa ; at noon 
their latitude was Ji*^ 49' north. The fair weather Thurfday 
continued next day, but with a fwell from the north- *7' 
ward, which wet them a little ; their latitude at noon 
being 22" 17' north. The wind increafing in the 
afternoon to a frefh gale, they now felt a material 
change to cold, of which they were the more fenfible 
from the hot weather they had before experienced. 
The next morning they faw feveral Chincfe fifliing- Friday 
boats, and a fmall China junk *. At eight o'clock 
they faw land, being a fmall hill, bearing N. by W. ; 
at noon they were in latitude 22"" 20' north. The Saturday 
wind blowing briflvly, at one o'clock in the morn- ^9- 
ing they got foundings at twenty-five fathom, foft 
ground ; they kept founding during the night, and 
at feven o'clock in the morning they faw the land, 

* Junk is the name given by Europeans to the ChwefchyxAt 
▼eflcla employed iii their home or coafting trade ; fomc of them 
are very large, and trade to IJaJavia and Malacca. 

bearing 
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1783- bearing from N, by E. to W. S. W. : they ftood in 
* amongft the iflands, as the wind would permit, and 
at noon were in latitude 22" 8' north, the highland 
called the Ajfes Ears then bearing S. S. W. They 
fteered to the weftward amongfl the iflands until fix 
o'clock in the evening, when they anchored in ten 
fathom water, a foft clay bottom, amongft fome fmall 
Chinefe veffels. — Lee Boo appeared quite delighted at 
the light of land, and the number of boats on the 
water. 
Smicla^ The next morning Captain Wilfon procured a pilot 
^°* to conduft their veflel between the iflands to Macoa; 
and when they came in fight of it, an Englijh jack 
was hoifted at the maft-head, which being feen by 
the officers of the Fortuguefe fhips at anchor in the 
Typa^ they immediately fent their boats to meet our 
people, bringing with them fruit and provifions, as 
alfo men to affift them, judging, from the (ize of their 
little veffel, that they muft be part of fome Englxfb 
Ihip's crew that i»ad been wrecked ; and one of the 
officers was fo obliging as to wait with his boat to 
take the Captain on Ihore to the Governor ; who, 
being at that time engaged on particular buiinefs, 
defired to be excufed from feeing the Captain, but 
acquainted him, by the officer on duty, that they 
were welcome to the port of Macoa* This gentle- 
man informed Captain Wilfon^ that the Honourable 
Comp^ny^s /upracargces were all up at Caniony and 
that there was no Englijh gentleman then at Macoa^ 

but 
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but Mr. M*Intyre^ to whom Captain Wilfon imme- J^^S- 
dbtely went on taking leave of thk officer, having, 
when before at Macoa^ in the Antelope^ received 
many teftimonies of this gentleman's friendfliip ; 
who, when he heard of Captain Wilforf% misfortunes, 
with his wonted humanity and attention ordered pro- 
vifions to be fent on board the veflel to the officers 
and people, and fuch other neceffaries as they might 
(land in need of; whilft the Captain wrote to the 
Company's fupracargoes^ to acquaint them with the 
fate of the Antelope^ as alfo of his arrival and fitua- 
tion J which letters Mn M'Intyre immediately for- 
warded to Canton. — They now learnt that Peace was 
eftabliihed in Europe^ and that there were a number 
of Englijb and other fliips at Whampoa ; that fome of 
the Company's Ihips were loaded and ready to fail, 
which was moft welcome intelligence. — ^Before Cap- 
tain Wilfon went on (hore, Lee Booy on feeing the 
large Portuguefe (hips at anchor in the Typa^ appeared 
to be greatly afloniflied, exclaiming, as he looked at 
them, Clow^ S^ow^ muc clow ! that is, Large^ ^^rge^ 
very large ! He gave our people an early opportunity 
of feeing the natural benevolence of his mind ; for 
fome of the Chinefe boats, that are rowed by poor 
Tartar women, with their little children tied to their 
backs fand who live in families on the water) fur- 
rounded the veflel, to petition for fragments of 
viduals — the young Prince, on noticing their fup- 
plications, gave them oranges, and fuch other 

things 
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'783. thmgs as he had, being particularly attentive to 
' oSer them thofe things which he liked beft him- 
• felf. 

■WW t • 

M^Tay '^^ ^^^^ morning Mr. M'lntyrc^ with a Pertu* 
*' ^w^ gentleman of Macoa^ accompanied the Captain 
on board the Oroolong^ taking with them all kinds 0: 
tefrefhments and pfovifions ready drefied. In the 
evening they took Lee Boo and all the officers on 
fliore, except the Chief Mate, who remained with 
the people to take care of the vefTcl, till they fhould 
receive orders from the Cotnpany*sy7/;^r/?r^r^orj'. 

The Portuguefc gentleman, who paid Captain ff;7- 
fon this vifit, exprefled much pleafure in feeing the 
Pelcw Prince, and on going on fiiore, requefted that 
the New Man -^as he called Ixe Boo) might be per- 
mitted to vifit his family. — -This being the firll houfe 
our young traveller had ever fcen, he was apparently 
loft in (ilent admiration ; what ftruck moft his ima- 
gination at firft, was, the upright walls and the flat 
ceilings of the rooms ; he fecmed as if puzzling 
himfelf to comprehend how they could be formed; 
and the decorations o[ the rooms were aifo no 
fmall fubject of afioniGunent. When he was in- 
troduced to the ladies of the family, his deport- 
ment was fo eiify and polite, that it was exceed- 
ed only by his abundant good-nature ; fo fiir from 
being embarrailed, he permitted the company to exa- 
mine his hands, Vvhich were tatooed, and appeared 
pleafed with the r.iteuiion iliewu him. V* hen he 

retired 
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retired with Captain Wilfonj his behaviour left on the X7^3* 

- Decenib* 

mind of every one prefent the impreifion, that how- 
ever great the furprize might be, which the fcenes of 
a new world had awakened in him, it could hardly 
be exceeded by that which his own amiable manners 
and native polifh would excite in others* 

Macoa being the firft land our people had fet foot 
on fince they left the Pelew iflands, they congratu-^ 
lated one another very cordially, Lee Boo feeming to 
join in the congratulation as warnjly as any one. 
Mr. M^Intyre conduded them to his own boufe, 
where they were introduced into a large hall lighted 
up, with a table, in the middle covered for fupper, 
and a fideboard handfomely decorated. — ^Here a new 
fcene burft at once on Lee Booh mind, he was all eye, 
all admiration. The veffels of glafs appeared to be 
the objefts which riveted moft his attention.— Mr. 
M'Intyre (hewed him whatever he conceived would 
amufe him ; but every thing that furrounded him 
was attrading. — ^his eye was like his mind, loft and 
bewildered. — ^It was in truth to him a fcene of magic, 
a fairy tale.— Amongft the things that folicited his 
notice, was a large mirror at the upper end of the 
hall, -which reflefted almoft his whole perfon.- Here 
Lee Boo ftood in perfeft amazement at feeing him- 
felf ;— he laughed — ^he drew back, and returned to 
look again, quite abforbed in wonder. — He made an 
effort to look behind, as if conceiving fomebody was 
there, but found the glafs fixed clofe to the wall. 

U Mr. 



> . 
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17*3- Mr. M^Intyre^ obferving the idea that had crofled 
' him, ordered a fmail glafs to be brought into the 
roon^ wherein having viewed his face, he looked be- 
hind, to difcover the perfon who looked at him ; to- 
tally unable to make out how all this was produced. 

Nor did Lee Boo^s furprize at feeing himfelf in the 
mirror, much exceed that of each of our own peo- 
ple, though the caufe was different, not one of them 
having ever got a glimpfe of their own face from die 
time of the wreck, each having only noticed the hol- 
low-eyed and lank look of his companions; but 
when they now flood before the mirror, every one 
individually perceived that hard labour, hard living, 
fpare diet, and anxiety of mind, had wrought a change 
in every countenance far greater than they could have 
' imagined. 

After pafSng an evening, which had been render- 
ed pleafantand chearful from the hofpitality of their 
hoft, and the fimplicity of Lee BoOy our people re- 
tired for the night : whether Lee Boo paffed it in fleep, 
or in reflefting on the occurrences of the day, is un- 
certain ; but it is more than probable they were in 
the morning recollefled by him in the confufed man- 
ner in which we recall the traces of a dream. 

The next day he had more leifure to examine 
the houfe in which they had flept ; the upright walls 
and flat cielings flill continued to be the objeds of 
his furprize ; he was perpetually feeling the firft, as 
if he thought he could thereby gain an idea of dieir 

con- 
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conftrudion ; but the latter feeming felf-fupported, 1 7 83- 
was beyond what his mind could at that time com* Tuefda/ 
prebend. *• 

As our people were too numerous to remain with 
Mr. M^IntyrCy without trefpalfing on him, Captain 
WHfon requefted his afTiftance to form an eftablifh* 
ment of their own ; in which he complied, by ac- 
commodating .them with a houfe belonging to an 
Engli/h gentleman then at Canton ; and having pro- 
vided them with fervants and necefTaries for their 
table, they fent for the crew of the Oroolong on fliore, 
leaving one officer and a few men on board, who 
were alternately relieved. 

Soon after our people came on (hore, fome of 
them went to purchafe things they were in want of, 
in doing which they did not forget Lee BoOj who 
was a favourite with them all ; they bought him 
fome little trinkets, fuch as they thought would from 
their novelty pleafe him.— Amongft them, was a ftring 
of large glafs beads, the firft fight of which almofl: 
threw him into an ecflafy ; he hugged them with 
a tranfport that could not be exceeded by the inte- 
refled poffeffor of a firing of pearls of equal magni- 
tude. — ^His imagination told him he had in his hands 
all the wealth the world could afiFord him. — He ran 
with eagernefs to Captain Wilfon^ to fhew him his 
riches, and, enraptured with the idea that his fami- 
ly fhould fhare them with him, he, in the utmofl 
agitation, intreated Captain Wil/on would immedi« 

U 2 ately 
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1783. ately get him a Cbinefe veflel, to cany his treafum 
* to Pelew^ and deliver them to the King, that he 
might diftribute them as he thought beft, and there- 
by fee what a country the EngUjh had conveyed him 
to ; adding, that the people who carried them ihould 
tell the King, that Lee Boo would foon fend him 
other prefents. He aifo told Captain Wil/on^ that if 
the people faithfully executed their charge, he would 
(^independent of what Abba Tbulle would give them) 
prefent them at their return with one or two beads, 
as a reward for their fidelity.-— Happy flate of fim* 
plicity and innocence, whofe pleafures can be pur- 
chafed on fuch eafy terms, and whofe felicity arifes 
from an* ignorance of thofe objeds which difquiet 
the human race, and agitate their paflions ! But one 
grieves to think this fentiment cannot be indulged, 
without reflefUng how foon a knowledge of the 
world deflroys the iUufion of this enviable enchant- 
ment! 

In a few days Captain Wilfon received letters from 
Ae /upra-cargoesj exprefling their concern for his 
misfortunes, and the fatisfadion they received in his 
fafe return, with his fhip's company, after fo many 
perils ; accompanying the letters with a variety of 
neceifaries, and warm clothes, and advifing the dif- 
pofal of the veffel and flores, as the Cbinefe govern- 
ment would not admit of her coming up to Wham* 
pay without paying duty and port charges to a coa- 
fiderable amount. 

Mr. 
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Mr. M^Intyre alfo received letters, defiring him 1783. 
to fiimifh them with money, and'every thing elfe they 
might be in want o£^— They alfo received congratu- 
latory letters from their particular friends, on their 
arrival at Macoa^ after the hardfhips they had fuf- 
tained ; and thefe were accompanied by other letters 
from the commanders of feveral of the Company*8 
fliips, kindly offering to accommodate them with a 
pafege to Englami.'-^ And it would be an injuftice 
to the gratitude and feelings of Captain Wi/fan and 
his officers, ihould the recorder of thefe events omit 
to mention the kind treatment they experienced from 
the Company's fupra-cargoex ; from feveral Pontic 
piefe gentlem^i, inhabitants of Macoa; and alfo from 
the Commodore of their fhips, who being almoft 
ready to fail for Europe^ offered Captain Witfon^ with 
many kind expreflions, a paflage in his ihip, for him- 
felf, and fuch other pdrfons as be might wi(h to 
take with him. 

Whilft Lee Boo remained at Macoa^ he had fre- 
quent opportunities of feeing people of different na- 
tions; and alfo was ihewn three Englijb women^ 
who having lofl: their hufbands in Indiay had been 
fent from Madras thither, and were waiting there 
to return to Europe^ to whom the riew man^ as he was 
called, gave the preference to any other of the fiur 
fex he had feen. — ^This early decifion made in favour 
of oor country-wompn, and made by one who could 

feel 
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1 783* feel no prejudices, but judged by his eye— had this 
amiably youth lived to have been much known in 
England^ muft have infured him the countenance 
and &vour of all the ladies. 

Having no quadrupeds at PeleWj the two dogs 
left there were the only kind he had feeh ; there- 
fore the fheep, goats, and other cattle which he met 
with whilft at Macoa^ were viewed with wonder. The 
Newfoundland dog^ which had been given to his 
uncle Arra Koohr^ being called Seuhty he applied 
the word Senior to every animal that had four \eigu 
—Seeing fome horfes in a ftabie, he called them' 
.Clow Sailor^ that is, Great Sailor ; but the next day 
feeing a man pafs the houfe on horfeback, he was 
himfelf fo wonderfully aibnifhed, that he wanted 
every one to go and fee the ftrange fight. He went 
afterwards to the (tables where the hor&s were ; he 
felt, he flroaked them, and was inquifitive to know 
what their food was, having found, by offering them 
fome oranges he had in his pocket, that they would 
not eat them. He was eafily perfuaded to get on 
one of their backs; and when he was informed 
what a noble, docile, and ufeful animal it was, he 
' with much earneftnefs befought the Captain to get 
one fent to his uncle Raa Kookj to whom he laid 
he was fure it would be of great fervice* 

They were now waiting for a permit and boats to 
^ke theqi to Canton^ v^feen Captain Cburcbill of the 
. . Walfok, 
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Walpole^ having made his paflage to China againft the ly^s- 
MonfooTiy arriving at Macoa at this time, was fo 
obliging as to accommodate them with a paflTage to 
Whampoa ; only Mr. Benger^ with five or fix of the 
men, remaining at Macoa with the Oroolong^ till ihe 
ihould be difpofed of. 

During the time Lee Boo was in the Walpole^ he 
had fufficient matter to keep all his faculties awake ; 
the furniture, tables, chairs, lamps, and the upright 
bulk-heads, with the deck over head, were all fur- 
prifmg ; after his eye had in filence run over thefe 
obje£U, he whifpered to Captain Wilforiy that Clow 
Ship was Houfe. It is more than probable that no- 
thing on board the Walpole efcaped his notice, as it 
\^as evident nothing on fhore did.— At Canton^ the 
number of houfes, the variety of fhops, and the mul- 
titude of artificers, induced him to fay, there was a 
Tackalby for every thing.—Being at the Company's 
table, at the fadory, the veffels of glafs, of various 
ihapes and fizes, particularly the glafs chandeliers, 
attrafted his notice. — When, on looking round, he 
furveyed the number of attendants Handing behind 
the gentlemen's chairs, he bbferved to Captain Wil^ 
Jon^ that the King, his father, lived in a manner very 
diflferent, having only a little fifh, a yam, or a cocoa- 
But, which he eat from off a leaf, and drank out of 
the ihell of the nut \ and when his meal was finiflied, 
wiped his mouth and his fingers with a bit of cocoa- 

Aut bulk ; whereas the company prefent eat a bit of 

> 

one 
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1783. one thing, and then a bit of another, the fervants 
i^ecem . jj^^yg fupplying them with a diflferent plate, and 

different forts of veffels to drink out of.— He feemed 
from the firft to relifh tea ; coffee he difliked the fmell 
of, and therefore refufed it, at the fame time telling 
Captain Wilfon he would drink it if be ordered bim.-^ 
On their arrival at Macoa^ one of the feamen being 
much intoxicated, Lee Boo expreffed great concern, 
thinking him very ill, and applied to Mn Sharps the 
furgeon, to go and fee him \ being told nothing ma- 
terial ailed him, that it was only the effefb of liquor, 
that common people were apt to indulge in, and that 
he would foon be well, he appeared fatisfied ; but 
would never after even tafte fpirits, if any were of- 
fered him, faying, it was not drink Jit for gentlemetu 
•—As to his eating and drinking, he was in both tem- 
perate to a degree. 

After they had been about five or fix days at CaU'^ 
tony Mr. Benger^ and the men who rexhained with 
, him at Macoa, accompanied by Mr. M^Intyre^ came 
up in one of the country, boats to Canton.-^Tht win- 
dow where Lee Boo was then at breakfaft looked to- 
wards the water ; the moment he got a diftant view 
of them, witliout faying a word to the Captain, or 
other perfon, he iprang from his feat, and vras at the 
edge of the river before the boat reached the fhore ; 
he received them with fuch joy and eagernefs, and 
ihook their hands with fuch expreflions of affec- 
tion. 
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tion, as won their warmeft regard ; he feemed impa- 1 783. j 

tient till he could get them into the houfe, fearing * ^ 

that by ftaying behind they had not fared fo well as • 

himfelf. j 

When our people went on board the Walpokj Mr. 
M^Intjre had kindly undertaken to manage the bu- j 

fmefs of difpoflng of the Oroolong ; fhe was accor- 1 

dingly put up to audiion, and fold for feven hundred ! 

Spanijb dollars.— ^It having been judged that the two I 

time-pieces wonld fetch more money at Canton^ they ^ 

were brought up there for fale, as were alfo the fur- 
geon's inftruments, they being intended as a prefent 
to Mr. Sharp ; but the carpenter's mate objefting to 
relinquiOi his fhare in them, in confequence of his 
tools having been difpofed of, Mr. Sharp declined 
the offer ; they were therefore put up to fale at Can^ 
ion, with the time-piece, and bought by Captain WiU 
forij who prefented them to iS/lr. Sharp, as an acknow- 
ledgment for his attention to, and care of, the fhip's 
company, of whom not a fingle man had died, 
or been unable to do duty for any length of time, 
fince their leaving England. 

Whilitat Canton, feveral gentlemen, who had been 
at Madagafcary and other places, where the throwing 
of the fpear is praftifed, and who themfelves were in 
fome degree ikillled in the art, having cxpreffed a 
wifli to fee Lee Boo perform this exercife ; they af- 
fembled at the hall of the fadory for that purpofe.— 

Lee 
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1 7^5* Lee Boo did not at firfl; point his fpear to any parti* 
cular obje<^, but only (hook and poifed it, as is ufu« 
ally done before the weapon is thrown from the 
hand ; this they were alfo able to do : but propofing 
to aim at fome particular point, they fixed this point 
to be a gauze cage which hung up in the hall, and 
had a bird painted in the middle ; Lee Boo took up 
his fpear with great apparent indifference, and, level- 
ling at the little bird, (truck it through the head, 
aftoniihing all his competitors, who, at the great dif- 
tance from whence they flung, with much difEcultj 
even hit the cage. 

He was greatly pleafed with the ftone buildings 
and fpacious rooms in the houfes at Canton ; bat the 
fiat ceilings (till continued to excite his wonder ; he 
often compared them with the floping thatched roofs 
at PeleWy and faid, by the time he went back he 
Ihould have learnt how it was done, and would then 
tell the people there in what manner they ought to 
build.*— The benefiting his country by whatever he 
faw» feemed to be the point to which all his obferva* 
tions were direfted. 

Being at the houfe of Mr. Freeman^ one of the 
fupracargoesy amongft the things brought in for tea 
was a fugar-difli of blue glafs, which much ftruck 
Lee Boo% fancy« Th^ joy with which he viewed it, 
induced that gentleman, after tea, to carry him into 
another room, where there were two barrels of the 

• • • 

fame 
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£ime kind o( blue glafs (which held about two quarts 1 7^3* 
each) placed on brackets : his eye was again caught 
by the fame alluring colour, he looked at them ea- 
gerly, then went away, and returned to them with 
new delight : the ' gentleman obferving the pleafure 
they gave him, told him he would make him a pre- 
fent of them, and that he fhould carry them to Pe^ 
lew ; this threw him into fuch a tranfport of joy he 
could hardly contain himfelf ; he declared them to 
be a great treafure, and that when he returned, his 
father, Abba ThulUy fbould have them ; he wiihed 
his relations at Peltw could but fee them, as he was 
fure they would be loft in aftoniihment. 

As there were fome of the Company's (hips that 
were foon to fail for England^ Captain Wilfon de- 
clined two advantageous offers of the command of 
country ihips, thinking it his duty to embrace 
the earliefl opportunity of acquainting, in perfon^ 
the India Company, with the fate of the Antehpep 
and the particular circumftances attending it. 

It ftill remained for him to lay before the compa- 
nions of his adverfe fortune, a fts^tement of the dif- 
' ferent fales, and give to every map an equal ihare 
of what they had produced ; which being fettled. 
Captain Wilfon acquainted his officers and men, that , 
they were now at liberty to provide for themfelves 
as opportunity fliould offer, at the fame time recom^ 
mending to them all, but particularly his officers, to 

retunj 
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1755- return to England^ where, he had no doubt, but 
that the Honourable Company would recompenfe, 
in fome meafure, every individual ioi the bardflupi 
they had fuftained ; declaring that he felt hioilelf in 
the higheft degree obliged to them for the good 
order, the unanimity, and the excellent condua 
they had fo cheerfully perfevered in, during the try- 
ing fcenes they had experienced together, and vhich 
had afforded them an opportunity of teftifying their 
zeal for the general fervice ; which it (hould be his 

a 

bufmefs to reprefent in fuch terms as their whole 
behaviour truly merited. 

Mr. Sharpy who, from the time of leaving the 
Felew iflands, had taken Lee Boo under his imme* 
diate care, now refigned his charge to Captaia 
Wilfotij and came home in the La/cells^ Captain 
Wakefield ; the other officers and people engaged in 
different (hips, as vacancies offered, but mod of 
the men embarked in the Tork^ Captain Blancbard; 
nor did any of them feparate without fome emo* 
tions of concern in quitting thofe companions with 
whom they had (hared fo many difficulties. 

Lee Boo embarked with Captain Wilfon in the 
Morfey Captain Jofeph Eltiotty who, ia the mod 
friendly manner, accommodated them to England. 
And, as we have now difpofed of, and difperfed all 
thofe who formerly compofed the complement of 
the Antelope^ I i!ball, for the prefenl, leave their 

refpefted 
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refpeded Commander purfuing, \^ith our young xx*^^: 
Prince, his voyage to England.'— Heing inclined to 
hope that the charader and conduft of thefe hither- 
to unknown people, whom I have introduced ia 
the foregoing narrative, have interefted the reader, 
I fhall now give fome account of the Government, 
Cuftoms, Manners, and Arts, of the Natives of 
Pelcwj as far as I have been able to colled them, 
from the different reports of the Captain, and fuch 
of his officers who have favoured me with theifi 
cpmmunications* 



^ 
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CHAPTER XXm. 

General Idea of tie f/Jands. — Of the King. — Of the 
General.— (y the Chief Minifter.-^ the Ru. 
packs, — Cf the Nature of Property at Pelew. 

Jl HE Palos or Pelew iflands are a chain of imall 
iflands, fituated between the 5th and 9th degree of 
Borth latitude^ and between 130^ and 136^ -degrees 
of eaft longitude from Grienivich^ and lie in a N. E. 
and S. W. dir'edion : they are long but narrow, of 
a moderate height^ well covered with wood, at leaft 
fuch of the iflands as our people had an opportunity 
of feeing. They are circled on the weft fide by a 
reef of coral, of which no tod could be feen from 
any eminences they were on ; this reef in fome places 
extends five or fix leagues from the fhore, and in no 
parts that were vifited lefs than two or three. 

The reader will bear in mind that the Antelope 
was not a (hip particularly fent out to explore undif- 
covered regions, or prepared to inveftigate the man- 
ners of mankind ; it had not on board philofophers, 
botanifts, draughtfmen, or gentlemen experienced 
in fuch fcientific purfuits as might enable them to 
examine with judgment objefts which prefented 
tbemfelves, of trace nature through all her laby- 
rinths. — ^Diftrels threw them on thefe iflands, and 

when 
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'ben there, every thought was folely occupied on 
he means of getting away, and liberating them-i 
slves from a fituation of all others the moft borri- 
ie to the imagination, that of being cut o£f for ever 
rom the fociety of the reft of the world. 

Forlorn and melancholy as their lot at firft ap- 
eared, the gloom it caft over them was foon dif- 
elled, by finding themfelves amongft an humane 
ice of men, who were fuperior to the wifli of 
liking any advantage of their diftrefs ; who had 
jearts to feel for what our peopled fuffered ; bene- 
olence to relieve their immediate wants ; and gene- 
ofity to co-operate with them in every effort to work 
lit their deliverance. — ^The Englijh poffeffed what 
Ris in their eftimation of the higheft value — ^iron 
nd arms. The Malay wreck had, for the firft tiihe, 
hrown in their way a few pieces of the former ; 
he ufe and power of the latter had only been dif- 
overed to them by the ill fortune of our country* 
aen.— rThefe objefts, fo defirable to them, they 
night unqucftionably have poffeffed themfelves of, 
he number of our people, capable of bearing arms, 
»eing only twenty-feven, the Captain and Surgeon 
licluded ; but their notions of moral reftitude lay 
8 a barrier againft the intrufion of fuch a thought ; 
—renouncing every advantage of power, they ap- 
iroached them only with the fmiles of benevolence. 

All the varied courtefies offered to the Englijh by 

he natives, from whom a very different line of 

» - . •** 

condu 



ago ANACCOUNTOF 

conduft had been apprehended^ operated forcibly 
on their niinds ; and their misfortune happening at 
a moment when their affiftance was very material 
for Abba Thulle^s fervice againft his enemies, this 
circumftance foon formed a connexion, and pro- 
duced an unreferved intercourfe and (leady friend- 
(hip between the natives and our countrymen, 
which, during the thirteen weeks they remained 
there, aflforded them opportunity of obferving ' thp 
manners and diipofitions of the inhabitants, and 
thereby to form fome notion of their government 
and cuftoms. — If they were not enabled to trace the 
current of power through all its various channek, 
their obfervations could purfue it to the fountain- 
head, from whence the whole feemed to take its 
rife ; and it appeared beyond a doubt that the chief 
authority was lodged in the perfon of 

ABBA THULLE, THE KING. 

At Felew the King was the firft perfon in the 
government. He appeared to be confidered as the 
father of his people \ and, though diverted of all 
external decorations of royalty, had every mark of 
diftiriftion paid to his perfon. — His Rupacks or 
Chiefs approached him with the greateft refped; 
and his common fubjeds, whenever they paifed near 
him, or had occafion to addrefs him, put their hands 
behind them, and crouched towards the ground; 
—even if they were pafTmg any houfe or place 

where 
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where the King was fuppofed to be, they humiliated 
themfelves in the fame manner, till they had got 
beyond his probable prefencc, when they refum^ 
ed their ufual mode of walking. On all occafions 
the behaviour of Jbba Thulle appeared gentle and 
gracious, yet always full of dignity j he heard what- 
ever his fubjeds had to fay to him, and, by his 
affability and condefcenfion, never fuffered them to 
go away diffatisfied. — ^This perfonage, however great 
he was held at Pelew^ was not underftood by our 
people to pofTefs a fovereignty over all the iflands 
which came within their knowledge. — ^The Rupacks 
of Emungs^ Emillegue^ and Artingall^ anfthe Riipack 
Maath^ were independent in their own territories. — 
Yet Abba Thulle had feveral iflands over which he 
ruled } and all the obfervations that follow are folely 
confined to his government, though it is not impro- 
bable that the other iflands might have much fimili- 
tude in their fyflem. 

Upon all occurrences of moment, he convened 
the Rupacks and officers of ftate ; their councils were 
always held in the open air, upon the fquare pave- 
ments which have fo frequently been mentioned in 
the foregoing narrative, where the King firft ftated 
the bufmefs upon which he had aflfembled them, and 
fubmitted it to their confideration ; each Rupack 
prefent delivered his opinion, but without rifing 
from his feat : when the matter before them was fet- 
tled, the Eling, (landing up, put an end to the coun- 

X ciL— 
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cfl.— After which they often entered into familiar 
€onverfation, and fometimes chatted together for 
an hour after their bufinefs was difpatched.' 

When any meflage was brought to the Kingy 
whether in council or elfewhere^ if it came by one 
of the common people, it was delivered at fome 
diflance, iiv a low voice, to on!e of the inferior Ru^ 
packs ; who, bending in an humble manner, at the 
King's fide, delivered the meilage in a low tone of 
voice» with his iace turned afide. — ^His commands 
appeared to be abfolute ; though he aded m no 
important bufinels without the advice of his Chiefs^ 
In council there was a particular ftone on which the 
King fat ; the other Rupachs did not alws^s takt the 
fame place, feating themfelves fometimes on his 
right hand and fometimes on his left. 

Every day in the afternoon the King, whethei 
he was at Pelew^ or with the Englijb at Oroolongi 
went to fit in public, for the purpofe of hearing any 
requefts, or of adjufting any difference or difpute 
which might have arifen among his fubjeds. 

As thefe people had but little property to create 
diifenfionv and no law^ers^ to foment animofity, it 
is probable that the immutable boundaries of right 
and wrong were perfectly under flood, and not often 
violated ; whenever they were, the offending party 
received the King's ceafure, which expofed them to 
general fhame ; a fentence, to uncorrupted minds, 
far more fevere than any penal inflitution.r— They 

« 
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could not recur to the dubidus conftrudtion of jSre 
hundred laws, vaguely conceived, and worfe un« 
derftood ; under the obfcurity of which, in civi- 
lized countries, the artful villain too often takes 
fhelter, and the injured fit down more oppreiTed. 
—Happy for them, they were ignorant of that 
cafuiftry and refinement which can argue vice 
into virtue! nor were acquainted with the lau^ 
danum of rhetoric, whofe property will occafictoally 
benumb and lay dormant the power of common 
underftandings!— They had no conception that 
there exifted polifhed nations, where it was infi« 
nitely more expenfive to fue for juilice than to 
fubmit to fraud and oppreflion! — ^nations where 
men's oaths only, not men's words^ were credited ! 
and where there were found wretches who dared 
attack the properties and lives of their fellow^ 
citizens, by affertions oi faljhood^ whilft they fo- 
lemnly and impioufly invoked the God of Heaven 
to atteft their truth /-—Born the children of Na- 
ture, and fecluded from the corruption of the 
world, her laws were their general guide- — ^Their 
real wants were few, and they faw nothing to ex-^ 
cite artificial ones.— Every one feemed to be oc* 
cupied with their owii humble purfuits; and, as 
far as our people, in a ftay of three months with 
the natives, could decide, appeared to condu6l 
themfclves toward each other with great civility 
and benevolence; for they never obferved any 

X a wrangling 
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wrangling or open paffion.— -Even when children- 
were difputidg or fighting, they flrongly marked 
their difpleafure, by ftifling with rebuke their little 
impetuofities* 

THE GENERAL. 

The next in power was the King's brother, Rm 
Kookj officially General of all his forces. — It was Kii 
duty to fiimmon the Rupacks to attend the King, 
on whatever expedition or purpofe they were called j 
but though Raa Kook aded as Commander in Chiefs 
yet all the executive orders came from the King, 
whenever he attended in perfon, as fully appeared 
when they went on the fecond expedition to Artin* 
gaily where the canoes attendant on the King convey- 
ed to the General all the refolutions which he thought 
advifeable to adopt. — ^The General, as the King's 
next brother, was his prefumptive heir ; the fuccef- 
fion of Pelew not going to the King's children, till 
it had pafled through the King's brothers ; fo that 
after the demife of jibba ThuIUj the fovereignty 
would have defcended to Raa Kook^ on his demife 
to Arra Kooker^ and, on the death of this laft bro- 
ther, it would have reverted to the eldeft fon of 
Abba Thulle ; on which contingency, ^ui Bill being 
the prefumptive heir, would, during the reign of 
bis laft furviving uncle, have become of courfe the 
hereditary General; as Lee Boo would when the 
fovereignty had fallen to his elder brother. 

THE 
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THE MINISTER. 

The King was always attended by a particular 
Chief, or Rupackj who did not appear to poffefs 
any hereditary office, but only a delegated au- 
thority, — ^He was always near the King's perfon, 
and the Chief who was firft confulted : but whe- 
ther his office was religious or civil, or both, our 
people could not learn with any certainty. — ^He 
was not confidered as a warrior, nor ever bore 
arms; and had only one wife^ whereas the other 
Rupacks had two. — The Englijh were never in- 
vited to his houfe, or introduced into it, although 
they were conduced to almofl all thofe pf tha 
()ther Chiefs* , 

THE RUfACKS, 

This clafs, though confiderable in number, could 
only be regarded as Chiefs, or, to defcribe them 
by European notions, might be denominated the 
nobles : they were not all of the fame degree, as 
was diftinguifhable by a difference in the Borie 
they wore J fome were created whilft our peo- 
ple were there, after the fecond engagement at 
jiriingalh'-^Thek marks of honour were conferred 
folely by the King, in the manner already defcrib- 
cd, when Captain Wil/on was invefled with the 

krgh0 
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bigbeji Order of the Bone *. — ^The principal Rupackt 
generally attended the King, and were always ready 
^t his command, to accompany him on any expedi* 
tion, with a number of canoes, properly manned, 
and armed with darts and fpears, who were to re- 
main with him till they had his permiffion to return 
Jiome with their dependants. — Though in this part 
of their government we trace an outline of the 
feudal fyftem, yet, frpm the very few opportunities 
our people could have of inveftigating points of 
internal government, it appeared to them that the 
titles of Rupacks were perfonal badges of rank and 
diftindion, nor did they apprehend they were here- 
ditary honours, unlefs in the reigning family, who 
muft of neceiCty be of this clafs ; therefore, as to 
fhe extent of the power or privileges oixh^Ri^acksj 
I conceive it far bette% to leave th^e matters to fu- 
ture difcpveries (fliould any hereafter be made) than 
to obtrude opinions on a fubje£l that might turn out 
to be fallacious. — llius much feemed certain, that 
all thofe of the firft order were fummoned to AN>a 
Tbulle*s councils, paid him on every occafion a vifi- 
ble obedience, and were themfelves much refpeSed 
by the reft of the people^ 

• The form of the Bone of the ligie/i Order is figured in plate 
IV. %. 3. Oiir people never knew what animal this was a bone 
of; bi^t, by fubmitting the infpe6lion of it to the beil authon'tj 
in th:s country, it is fuppofed to be part of the bone of a whalc» 
or feme animal of that fpccies. 

PROPERTT. 
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PROPERTY. 

Confiderlng that daring the time our people Te« 
tnained on thefis iflands, tbeir minds were principally 
engaged by their own ^pncqros, it will hardly be fup* 
pofcd they had much leifure to inveftigate a fubje£fc 
of this nature,-— As far as they could obtain intelli- 
gence on this point, they underllood that the natives 
only poffeffed, a property in their work and labour, 
but no abfolute one in the foil, of which the King 
appeared to be general proprietor.-— A man's houfe, 
furniture^ or canoe, was confidered as his private 
property ; as was alfo the land allotted him, as long 
as he occupied suid cultivated it j but whenever hie 
removed with his family to another place, the ground 
he held reverted to the King, who gave it to whom 
he pieafed^ or to thofe who fblicited to cultivate it« 
Every family occupied fome land for their mainte* 
nance, neceflity impofed this labour on them ; and 
the portion of time which they could fpare from 
providing for their natural wants, paffed in the 
exercife of fuch little arts, as, while they kept them 
induftrious and a£tive, adminifiered to their conve» 
p^ce and comfort. 
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CHAPTER XXLV. 

0/ the Produce of Pelew, and of the Way of Life of 

the Natives. 

PRODUCE. 

XLVERY part of the ifland called Coorooraa, of 
which Pelew was the Capital (as far as our people 
had opportunities of making obfervationsj feemedto 
bear the marks of induftry and good cuhivation.— 
All the iflands which our people faw were well cover- 
ed with trees of various kinds and (ize, fome of 
them being very large, as may eafily be conceived 
by their canoes made out of trunks, which, when 
of the largeft dimenfions, were capable of carrying 
twenty-eight or thirty men.— They had a great va- 
riety of timber-trees, among which was noticed the 
Ebony y and a tree, that, being pierced or wounded 
by a gimblet, there ran from it a thick white liquid, 
of the confiftence of cream.— They had alfo a fpc- 
cics of the Manchincel tree, in cutting down of 
which our people ufed to get bliftered and fwelled ; 
the inhabitants pointed out the caufe, faying, that 
!t was owing to their being fprinkled by the fap of 
this tree. — ^This they reckoned among the unlucky 

trees. 
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trees, and advifed our people againfl the ufe of it. 
— ^But the mod lingular tree noticed at Pelewj was 
one, in iize and in its manner of branching, not 
unlike*our Cherry-tttty but in its leaves refembling 
the Myrtle* Its peculiarity "was, that it had no 
bark^ having only an outward coat of about the 
thicknefs of a card, darker than the infide, though 
equally clofe in. texture J the colour dfthe interior 
part being nearly that of mahogany, and fo extreme- 
ly hard, that few of the tools which the Englijh had 
could work it, the wood breaking their edge^ almod 
every moment j a circumftance which, very early 
in the conftruftion of their *veflel, determined our 
people againft the ufe of it.— They had alfo the 
Cabbage-tree ; and a tree whofe fruit nearly refem- 
bled an almond * ; the Carambola ; and the wild 
Bread fruit, called by the natives RiamalL — ^Yams f 
and cocoa-nuts being the chief article of fuftenance^ 
were attended to with the utmoft care j the former 
were of the grey mottled kind ; the latter were in 
large plantations, affording both food and fliade.— • 
The beetle-nut they had in abundance, and made 
great ufe of it, though only when green j contrary 
to the praftice of the people of India y who neve? 
ufe it but when dry.-^They poffeffed Plantains and 
Bananasy Seville oranges and l^nons; neither of 
thefe were in any confiderable quantity j therefore 

* I'ermnaUa caiappa of L i n n ^ u s » 
^ jfrum efcu/cnium oiLtisujEVS* 

only 



3D0 ANACCOUNTOF 

only produced on vifits, or occalions of more djail 
jcomn^on ceremony .-r-To thefe may be added, the 
jamboQ*apple, mentioned in page 257, as brought 
when Lee Boo firft appeared.— This country pro- 
duced fome fugar-cane, and great abundance of the 
bamboo ; likewife the Turmeric j which the natives 
ufed as a dye, and with which the women flained 
their fkins.—rThey have ochre, both red and yellow, 
witi) which they paint their houfes and canoes. 

None of the ^flaqd^ the Engl^fh vifited had any 
kind of grain ; nor any quadruped whatever, exT 
cept fome brownifh grey rats, which ran wild in 
the woods, and three or four meagre cats, which 
were feen in fome houfes at Pelewj probably brought 
on fome driit or part of a canoe of other iflands^ 
wrecked on the reef. — ^Tbis might excite them to 
admire fo much the two dogs our people left with 
them, which unluckily w^ere both males. 

As to birds, they had plenty of common cpckf 
and h|sn$, which, though they were not dome(li« 
cated, but ran about the woods, yet loved to get 
near their houfes and plantations ; and, what will 
appear fmgular (confidering their little variety of 
food) t{iey had neve^ made any ufe of them, till our 
people faw them, and told the natives they were 
excellent to cat.-rrThe Englijhy at the defire of Abba 
Thulley killed fome, and boiled them ; the King was 
the firfl who tafted them ; he thought them good, 
gnd frequently partook of them ^fterwar^s, fo that 

PUT 
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Dur people put them in poffeflion of a new difli ; the 
men appeared pleafed at feeing them killed, and 
would go out on purpofe to drive them in their way. 
Though the natives had not till now made thefe 
birds an article of food, yet, when they went into 
th^ woods, they frequently eat their eggs ; but they 
did not admire them for being newly laid ; the lux-* 
ury to them was, when they could fwallow an im- 
perfed chicken in the bargain. — ^Pigeons they had 
alfo in the woods.— -At the time of breeding, they 
took the young from the neft, and brought them up 
near their houfes, keeping them on a perch tied by 
one leg, and feeding them on yams ; this bird was 
accounted a great dainty, as we have had occafion 
to fee^ by its being fo fparingly ufed, and none, but 
thofe of a certain dignity, permitted to eat thereof. 
—The people of Pelew were wonderfully aftive and 
expert in climbing up trees in queft of thefe nefts, 
or any thing elfe that was an objed of their purfuit. 
Thefe which I have mentioned, were the only birds 
they ufed to eat.-?-Our people left them twp geefe, 
the only remains of their live flock. 

Several birds were feeji flying about, whofe plu- 
mage appeared to be extremely beautiful, but they 
probably might be of the fame kinds as are found in 
different countries between the tropics. — ^The iflands 
had alfo feveral fmall birds, whofe notes were very 
melodious, particularly one which ufed to fing every 
morning and evening, and had a pipe fweet as a fla- 
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gelet ; our people often thought they were undef 
the very tree whence the notes of this little bird 
came, yet none of them- were ever certain they had 
feen it* 

They had a variety of fi(h, befide the fort I have 
already defcribed (page 123); and feveral fmaller 
i^inds, of very beautiful colours and a variety of 
fiiapes, particularly one to which the Englijh gave the 
Ti2im(^oi\ht Unicorn^ from a horn growing out of its 
forehead ; its ikin was rough, like a fmall ihark or 
dog'jijhy which it alfo refembled in fliape and colour. 
They bad the grey mullet, which they crimped, and 
frequently eat raw. They kill the fliark, when they 
chance to come within the coral reef; thi^ they do 
by fpearing them, and afterwards getting ropes round 
them, then dragging them on fhore \ the flefli of the 
' Ihark was eftecmed by them as very delicate* They 
had alfo feveral kinds of Ihell-fiQi \ fuch as the fea 
cray-fifh, of the fame fort as in the Mediterranean 
?ind other European coafts : — and turtle, which the 
natives boiled, and feemed to adnure. They had 
befide oyfters, mufcles, and a variety of cockles, par- 
ticularly the Kima cockle • ; this they frequently got 
by diving, at which the natives were amazingly ex* 
pert ; they would fometimes dive dcyvn in fix or 
fpven fathom water, and if the (hell was very large, 
two of them would contrive to bring it up betweeii 
them. This fifti they commonly eat f aw. 

* Cbama Glgat of Linnjcus. 

The 
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The iflands of Pelew^ when viewed from the fea, 
exhibited high rugged land, well covered with wood» 
The interior part was in many places mountainous^* 
but the vallies were extenfive and beautiful, fpread- 
ing before the eye many delicious profpefts. TTie 
foil was in general rich ; they had a great deal of 
grafs, which, having no cattle whatever to eat down, 
grew high, and was fcorched and burnt up by the 
heat of the fun. Our people faw no riyer at Pelew ; 
their fupplies of frelh water being from fmall ftreams 
and ponds, of which there were many. The chief 
fource at Oroolong^ was the well at the back of the 
ifland, which afforded the Englijh fufScient for theif 
ufe whilft they remained there, and enough to wa- 
ter their veffel for their voyage, by coUeding it daily 
in cafks till they had obtained as much as they flood 
in need of. 

OF THEIR WAY OF LIVING. 

From the above account of the fcanty produce 
of thefe iflands, it muft be evident that no luxury 
reigned in them. To their ufual mode of livings 
on particular occafions they added fome fweetmeats, 
which they obtained by the aid of a fyrup extrafted 
cither from the palm-tree, or the fugar-cane (which 
grows fpontaneous) and with which alfo they made 
their fweet-drink. Their fweetmeats were of three 
forts ; — the firft, and the one that was mod plenti- 
ful, was made of the kernels of old cocoa nuts, 

fcraped 



304 ANACCOUNTOF 

Icfaped into a coarfe kind of flour, then mixed with 
the fyrup, and fimmered over a flow fire till it be- 
came of a proper confiftence, and whilft warm was 
put up in leaves ; it acquired fuch hardnefs by keep- 
ing, that a knife would hardly cut it ; the natives 
called it Woolell^ and was the fame our failors deno- 
minated Choak D^^.— -The fecond fort was made of 
the fruit already mentioned as refembling the almond^ 
not bruifed, but whole, boiled in the fame manner, 
and put in leaves. — ^The third was a wet fweetmeat, 
clear and tranfparent ; this was uncommon, but was 
made at Captain WilforCs coming away, and prefent- 
ed to him in the fame large tureen of wood which 
was brought out on his firfl viflt to the King. Ab^ 
ba Thulle^ when he prefented it, faid, that he gave 
him the tureen * , but that his wives had pre- 
pared the fweetmeat on purpofe for him. On the 
Captain's noticing that it appeared different from 
any of the forts he had feen before, and wifliing to 
know of what it was made, Raa Kook difpatched 
a man, who in an hour returned with two frefli- 
gathered plants ; from the root of them this fweet- 
meat was made, which in fliape, fize, and colour, 
refembled a common turnip ; its leaves were three 
feet and upwards in length, but narrow and green f ; 

♦ Our people could never learn the name by which the nativet 
called this vefTel, of which one only was feen, and therefore have 
termed it a tureen, as refembling it in form. 

\ It was probably the Tacca pinmOifida of Linnjeus. 

Captaia 
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* 

Captain Wilfon was going to tafte a bit of the root 
raw, but they would not fuflfer him, fignifying that 
it was not good, by fpitting, as if they had fome- 
thing unpleafant in their mouth. This fweetmeat 
did not keep fo well as the other two forts, grow- 
ing fooa four. — They had alfo a method of fcraping 
the kernel of the cocoa-nut into a pulp, which 
when mixed with fome of their fweet drink, and 
the juice of the four orange, had the appearance 
of curds and whey. 

Their mode of prefervihg fifli, when there was 
plenty^ fo that it would keep a day or two, has 
been fully explained in page ipo. Some of the 
other fofts^ of fifh they boiled in falt-water, and 
eat without any kind of faucej they aHb boiled 
the fea cray-fifli j but the fmaller fort of fticll-filh^ 
and the Kima Cockle^ they ufually eat raw, fqueez- 
ing only a little orange or lemon-juice over it} 
and the grey mullet (though they fometimes boiled 
it) yet was more commonly eaten raw : as foon as 
caught, they cleaned and crimped it, then laid it 
about an hour in the fun to harden, by which time 
it was fully drefl: to their tafle* 

They had no fait, nor did they make ufe of fauce 
or fcafoning in any thing they eat. Their drink 
was as fimple as their diet : at their meals, the milk 
of the cocoa-put was their ufual beverage; they 
very feldom drank water, and indeed fo very little 
of any thing, that it \^'as a matter of furprize to 

our 
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our people^ who conftantly obferved it ; yet on vlfits, 
or occafional rejoicings, they appeared to reliih their 
fweet drink, and fherbet, which latter had only the 
addition of fome juice of orange. 

They rofe in general at day-Ught, and as foon as 
they were up, both men and women went to bathe in 
frelh water : they had feparate bathing-places ; and 
every man whofe bufinefs led him near thofe appro* 
priated to the women, was obliged to make fome 
particular halloo, which, if anfwered by a female 
voice, he could not go on, but either turned ano- 
ther way, or waited till the women who were bath- 
ing had left the water. 

About eight o'clock was their hour of breakiait* 
ing ; after which, if there was any council to be 
held, the King >met his Chiefs, and the common 
people went to their different occupations ; at noon 
they dined ; and fupped foon after funfet^ ufually 
retiring to reft two hours after. Though this was 
their common way of living, yet on occafions of 
public rejoicing or feftivity, they would dance the 
greateft part of the night. 

They had no method, that was obferved, of 
meafuring time but by the height of the fun.— ITieir 
feafons were divided into the wet and dry, as in 
other tropical countries. They had fome knowledge 
of the flars, having names for feveral of them, 
which they pointed out to our people. 

Every 
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Every part of the Pelew iflands, that the Englijh 
vifited, appeared populous, though to what extent 
of population they could never afcertain ; but pro- 
bable conjefture might be formed, from Abba ThuU 
le and his allies having fent out, in the lafl: expedi* 
tion againft Pelelew^ near four thoufand men j nor 
had our people reafon to fuppofe but that there were 
many more left behind equally fit * for fervice : even 
had the occafion required it, perhaps their number 
of canoes might not have been adequate to carry 
to battle near their full ftrength. 



307 



CHAPTER 



5o8 ANACCOUNTOr 



C tt A P T fe It XXV. 

Of their Houfes. — Their domejlic Implemeniu — TUlt 
Weapons of War. — Their Canoes^ 

tHEIft HOUSES. 

X HEIR houfes were raifed about three feet fronl« 
the ground, placed bi> large ftones, which appeared 
Is if cut from the quarry, being thick and oblong ; 
on thefe pedeftals the foundation beams were laid^ 
from whence fprang the uptight fupports of their 
fides, which were crofled by other timbers grooved 
together', and faftened by wooden pins ; the inter- 
mediate fpaces clofely filled up with bamboos and 
palm-leaves, which they platted fo clofely and artifi- 
cially as to keep their habitations warm and ex- 
clude all wet ; and their being raifed from the ground 
preferved them from any humidity. The floors 
were in general made of very thick plank, a fpacc 
of an inch or two being left between many of them. 
But in fome of the houfes tfeey were compofed of 
large bamboos fpKt, which being perpetually trod- 
den over, rendered them very flippery.— -The interior 
part of the houfe was without any divifion, the whole 
f(^rming one great room. — In general, the fire-place 

ftood 
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ftood about the middle of it, funk lower than the 
floor, with no timber below it, the whole fpace be* 
ing filled up with hard rubbifh. Their fires were 
in common but fmall, being moilly ufed to boil 
their yamsj and to keep up a little flame at night to 
clear away the dews, and fmoke the mofquitoes.— 
Their windows came to the level of the floor, and 
ferved both for doors and windows, having flepping- 
ftones at all of them to enter by ; to prevent any 
inconvenience from wind or rain, which fo many 
apertures might occafion, each of them had a bam- 
boo frame or fhutter, interwoven as the fides of the 
houfes were^ which Aiding on bamboo rods, were 
eafily flipt on one fide when any body wanted to go 
ill or oiit.— On the top of the upright fides beams 
were laid acrofs, from whence fprang the roof, 
which was. pointed like out barns, the whole infide 
being clear; this made their houfes within very 
lofty and airy j the outfide of the roof was thatched . 
very thick and clofe with bamboos or palm-leaves. 
■ — This was the general form of their houfes ; fome 
of which were from fixty to eighty feet in length, 
but thefe were appropriated to pubKc ufes, fuch as 
meetings of bufinefs, or feftivity ; at other times 
they ferved the natives to aflemble and chat toge- 
ther, when the women ufually brought their work, 
and joined in the converfation. Thofe which were 
more properly domeftie habitations, were the fame 

y 3 both 
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both in (hape and texture, though leis in dimenlion. 
—It \«ra8 remarked, that the family kept on one fide 
of the central fire-place, and the fervahts on the 
other. 

OF THEIR DOMESTIC IMPLEMENTS. 

IN a country wheie no aid could be obtained- 
from the afliftance of iron tools, and where every 
thing which was convenient and ufeful could only 
be produced by much time, labour, and patience, 
and at lad fafhioncd by fuch poor means as necef- 
fity, ftimulating invention, by flow degrees brought 
about, it will not be expeded that their domeftic 
implements would be numerous. 

Among the things moft effential to their idea of 
comfort, were little bafkets, which they always car- 

Sre plate ' ^ J J 

VILfg. ried about with them ; they had different forts, fome 
I. tf« . ^£ ^jjgj^ were of very nice texture, woven from 

flips of the plantain leaf. In thefe they ufually car- 
ried their beetle-nut, their comb, and their knife ; 
nor did they omit having a little twine in it, to tie 
up any thing they might want to keep together. 
See plate. They had alfo wooden baflvcts with covers, very 
J\ N"*. 3- jijceiy carved, and inlaid with fhells. Thefe they 

hung up in their houfes, for ufe and decoration. 
S.r plate Their beft knives were formed of a piece of the 
///./i'-2 ^^y^jQ mother of pearl oyfter-fliell, ground narrow, 
and the outward fide a little polilhed.— The fort 

more 
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more. common was made of a piece of fome mufcle- 
fhell, or of a fplit bamboo, which they fharpen to an 
edge, and render exceedingly ferviceable. 

Their combs were formed of the orange-tree ; the ^^^ p^^^ 
handle and teeth fafhioned from the folid wood, and 
not in feparate pieces clofely connefted together 
like thofe brought from moft of the late-difcovered 
iflands. 

No man ftirred abroad without his balket of bee- 
tle-nut. — ^The common order of people had a (hort 
piece of bamboo, in which they carried the powder- 
ed chinam, to ftrew over the beetle-nut before they 
put it in their mouths. The Rupacks or great people 
had their chinam in a long flender bamboo^ nicely 
polifhed, and inlaid with pieces of fhells at each 
end ; and thefe were often not inelegantly fancied. 

Their fifliing-hooks were of tortoife-(hell. Their See plate 
twines, their cords, and all their fifhing-nets, vierc^^'*^^'^* 
well manufadtured, and made from the hufks of 
the cocoa-nut. The mats on which they flept, and 
threw over them when at reft, were formed of the 
plantain -leaf. 

At their meals they generally ufed a plantain-leaf 
inftead of a plate ; the fliell of the cocoa-nut ferving 
as a cup to drink out of, which they fometimes 
polilhed very nicely. They made alfo veflels of a 
kind of earthen-ware, of a reddi(h brown colour, 
and moftly of an oval fliape. In thefe they heated 

their 
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their water, and boiled their filb, yams, &c. — ^Out 
people obferved the natives were particularly care- 
ful of this pottery, never permitting any of it to ap- 
proach the fire unlefs gradually, and always moving 
it with great Ciaution ; from which circumftances it 
is probable they have not yet been able to difcover a 
method of burning it fufficiently. 

* 

A bundle of cocoa-nut hulks, tied together, form- 
ed a broom, to duft or fweep their habitations.'^ 
The only conveniency they had of keeping water 
in their houfes, or bringing it from their fprings, 
was in thick bamboos, that had a bore of five or fix 
inches diameter; thefe they placed upright, and 
ftooped them when they wanted to pour any out, 
being at the upper end lipped fo as to form a kind of 
fpout. 

Their hatchets were not unlike thofe of the South 
Sea iflands, of which fo many have been feen in Eng- 
land ; the blade part being made of the ftrongeft 
part of the large Kima Cockle j ground to a. (harp 
//./^. 2. edge.' — But they were happy to adopt iron, when it 
had been given to them. 

They had alfo another kind of hatchet, which was 
formed in a manner to move round in a groove, that 
the edge might aft loingitudinally or tranfverfely, 
by which it would feyve as a hatchet or an adze, as 
occafion required. — ^Uncouth as their hatchets might 
appear to our people, it was a matter of furprize, to. 
obferve in how little a time the natives were, able to 
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... , 

fell a tr^e with them, though not without breaking 
feveral. 

The thihgs which I have above mentioned weTQ 
fuch as their natural wants required ; when tliefe had 
been provided againft, ingenuity thereto fuperadded 
a few articles, which might in thefe iflands be deem- 
ed luxuries. The fhell of the tortoife was there re- 
markably beautiful, and the natives of Pelew had 
difcovered the art of moulding it into little trays or 
*di(hes^ and into fpoons, with which, on particular See plait 
occafions, they eat their fifli and yams. — Some of^^/^''* 
•ibe {n-eat ladies fisd alfo bracelets of the fame maniu- ^ 

° See plate 

hGbXTty and ear-rings inlaid with fliells. ' - VLfig. 2, 

' How they cohctived this art of working the tor- piJl^^ 
toife-flicU, or the idea of improving on a natural ad- A- 3- 
vantage, or what proeefs they made ufe of to effeft 
it, our people had no opportunity of difcovering- * 
On days of public feftivity, there was ufually 
brought out the veiTe] mentioned in pa^e 101, and - 
there figured as reprefenting a bird, the top of which 
lifted off, forming its back. It contained about 
thirty-fix Englijh quarts j and was filled with fweet 
drink for the King and bis Rupacks. This was 
Abba Tbulle*s property ; and when one confiders it 
as the work of fo much time and patience (and the 
more eflimable, as being the (?«/y veffel of the kind 
in their country) the King's giving it to Captain 
Wilfon at his departure, as already mentioned, was 
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an additional proof of the liberalit)^ of thefe people, 
who were ready to dived themfelves even of what 
they mod valued, to give to their friends. 

THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR. 

The principal weapons ufed in their battles were 
fpears ; they were commonly about twelve feet long, 
formed of the bamboo, with the pointed end made 
of fome wood exceedingly hard ; they were barbed 
tranfverfely, fo that, having once entered the body, 
it was difficult to draw them out without lacerat- 
ing the flefh> and widening to a great degree the 
wound* 

Another war-weapon was the dart and fling.— 
The fling was a piece of wood about two feet in 
length, with a notch made in it, wherein the head 
p£ the dart was fixed.-*-The dart was of bamboo, 
pointed with an extreme hard and heavy kind of 
wood, like the fpear, which they compreflTed with 
their hand, till the elafticity 'of the bamboo had 
formed fuch a curve as experience told them would 
reach the objed aimed at ; then letting it flip from 
the notch, it flew forth, and fell by its gravitation 
ynth the point downward, fo as to effeft the purpofe 
of being deftrudive if it fell upon the enemy. — ^It is 
hardly to be conceived with what addrefs they di- 
' refted this weapon, or the diftance at which jt would 
prove naortal. Their fpears were only calculated 

for 
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for a certain diftance, not being in general miffible 
beyond fifty or fixty feet. — They had other fpears 
about eighteen feet long, which were only ufed x 
when they came to clofe quarters with the enemy. 

When they went to battle, fome of the Rupacks 
carried in their canoes a kind of fword, made of 
very hard wood, and inlaid with parts of ihells ; 
this they only made ufe of in perfonal engagement; ^^ P^^ 
they were of fufficient weight to cleave a man's IkulU 

Our people faw a very few daggers, made of the 
(ling of the Ray-Jljh^ which is jagged all upwards 
from the point ; they fheathed them in a barnboo, 
and their handles were of wood, Tormed into fome 
grotefque Ihape ; the whole length of the weapon See plait 
not exceeding thirteen inches. ^« A- *• 

THEIR CANOES. 

As their battles were generally fought in canoes, 
thefe may with propriety follow the account of their 
warlike implements. 

They were, like moft other canoes, made from 
the trunk of a tree dubbed oixt ; but our people, 
who had often fcen veffels of this fort in many other 
countries, thought thofe of Pelew furpaffed in neat- 
ncfs arid beauty any they had ever met with elfe- 
where ; the tree out of which they were formed grew 
to a very confiderable height, and refembled much 
the Englijh Afti. — ?The;y were painted red, both within 

and 
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and without*, and inlaid with {hells in diiFerent 
forms.— When they went out in ftate, the heads and 
fterns were adorned with a variety of fhells ftrung 
on a cord, and hung in felloons.— *-The fmalleft 
veflel that they built could hold four or five people, 
the largeft were able to contain from twenty-five to 
thirty. — ^They carried an outrigger, but only on one 
fide; and ufed latine fails made of matting, — ^As 
they were not calculated to refill a very rough fea, 
they rarely went without the coral reef, and feldom, 
within It, had any violent fea to encounter, when- 
ever it blew hard the natives always kept clofe un- 
der (hore. — In vifits of ceremony^ when the King or 
the great Rupacks approached the place where they 
intended to land, the rowers flourifhed their paddJcs 
with wonderful addrefs, and the canoes advanced 
with a ftately movement \ at other times they got on 
with an amazing velocity.— ? When they went againft 
Artingally the little canoes, which our people term- 

« 

* As their mode of applying their paint waa uncommon, it 
may merit being particularly dcfcribed : — The colours are crum- 
bled with the hand into water, whilft it is warming over a gtntk 
fire io earthen pots ; they carefully Ikim fbom the furface what- 
ever dry leaves or dirt may float on the top ; when they find it 
fufficiently thick, they apply it warm, and let it dry upon the 
wood : the next day they rub it well over with cocoa-nut oil \ 
and, with the dry huflc of the cocoa-nut, give it, by repeated 
rubbing, a polifh and (lability that the waves cannot wa(h o£ 
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^d frigates J as carrying orders from the King to his 
officers, flew about like arrows, and fc^rcely feem- 
ed to touch the water.-r-In the grand expedition to 
Pelelewj where a fleet of upwards of three hundred 
canoes, of different iizes, were coUefted together, 
they formed a m9ft bej^utiful and fplendid a|)|)ear-» 
ance. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Of the People and their Cujioms. — Of their Marria-^ 
ges." — Of their Funerals. — Of their Religion. — Ge- 
neral Charader of the Natives. 

A H E natives of thefe iflands are a ftout, well- 
made people, rather above the middle ftature ; their 
complexions are of a far deeper colour than what is 
underftood by the Indian copper, but not black.— 
Their hair is long and flowing, rather difpofed to 
curl, which they moftly form into one large loofe 
curl round their heads j fome of the women, who 
have remarkably long hair, let it fall loofe down 
their backs.— It has already been obferved, that the 
men were entirely naked ; the women wore only 
two little aprons, or rather thick fringes, one before 
and one behind, ^bout ten inches deep and feven 
wide ; thefe were made of the hufks of the cocoa- 
nut dripped into narrow flips, which they dyed with 
difierent fhades of yellow: this, their only drefs, 
^'fS' 4« they tied round their waifts, commonly with apiece 
of line, though fuch as were of higher rank ufed a 
firing of fome kind of beads j the one figured in 
plate Vl.fg. I, was of a coarfe fort of cornelian, 
and was worn by Erre Befs ; who underftanding 
that Captain Wilfon had a daughter, gave it to Mr. 

. H.mfoH, 
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H. Wilfon^ before his departure, as a prefcnt for hu 
fiften 

Both men and women were tatooed, or, as they 
call It, melgoibcd ; this operation took place, as our 
people conceived, at a certain period of youth, they 
having never feen any children of either fex marked 
by it. — ^The men had their left ear bored, and the 
women both ; a few of the firft wore beads in .the 
perforated ear, the latter put either fome leaf 
through, or an ear-ring of tortoife-ihell inlaid. The 
cartilage between the noftrils was alfo bored, in 
both fexes, through which they frequently put a 
little fprig or bloffom of fome plant or fhrub that 
accidentally caught their fancy *. 

When the men and women grew up, their teeth 
were blacked ; this was done by the means of fome 
dye; our people, whilft they remained at Pelewy 
had no opportunity of feeing how the effeft was pro- 
duced, underftanding only it was an operation that 
was both tedious and painful; but it was after- 
wards fully explained by Lee Boo to Captain Wilfon^ 
on his paflage to England. — At Saint Helena^ Lee 
Boo appeared much delighted at finding fome ground- 

* Perhaps it is owing to the defire of having the fcent of 
flowers, wathout the inconvenience of holding them, that the 
Eajlcrn people bore the cartilage between the noftrils. The com- 
mon people in Italy alfo wear fwect-fmelling flowers ftuck behind ^ 
the ear, in fuch a manner as to fall on the face, that they may- 
enjoy their fragrance when working or walking. 

fel. 
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lei, and chewing it, rubbed his teeth with it~ 
Captain Wilfon telling him it was not good to eat, 
he gave him to underftand that they had it at Pelew^ 
and ufed it, with four other herbs, bruifed together 
and mixed with a little chinam into a pafte, which 
was applied to the teeth every morning, in order to 
dye them black \ the patieints lying with their heads 
upon the floor, and letting the faliva run out of dielr 
mouths.-^At night, he faid, the pafte was taken 
away, and they were permitted to eat a little. — ^Thc 
iame procefs was repeated the day following, and 
five days were neceflary to complete the operation. 
^^Lee Boo defcribed it as a thing which gave them 
a great deal of trouble, and made them extremely 
ficki 

Both fexes were vety expert at fwimming, and 
appeared to be as perfedly at eafe in the water as on 
land.— The men were admirable divers ; if they faw 
any thing at the bottom of the fea which attrafted 
their notice, they would jump overboard inftantly 
and bring it up« 

THEIR MARRIAGES* 

• 

Thefe were probably no more than a civil con- 
tract, but at the fame time that kind of contract 
which was regarded as inviolable.— They allowed a 
plurality of wives, but in general had not more than 
two ; Raa Kook had three ; the King five, though 

not 
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hot living together. — ^They did not appear to be in 
any degree jealous of them, permitting them to par-* 
take of all their diverfions. 

When a woman was pregnant, although (he ac- 
companied her hufband, yet (he never flept with him, 
but always feparated at night ; and this was uniform- 
ly pra^fed by all the fex, even among the loweft 
clafs of the inhabitants ; and it was remarked, that 
during that period the utmoft attention was obferved 
to women in that fituation. — When any Chief ap- 
peared with his two wives, they ufually fat on either 
fide of the huiband, and the people feemed to pay 
them no other attention, but what is ufual in an in^ 
tercourfe of the fexes, where the greateft good man-> 
Hers prevail.— One of our people, endeavouring td 
make himfelf agreeable to a lady belonging to one of 
the Rupacksy by what we (hould term a marked afli- 
duity, Arra Kookerj with the greateft civility, gave 
him te underftand it was not right to do fo. 

They name the children very foon after they arc 
born ; this is moft probably done without any cere- 
mony.— One of Abba Thulle^s wives lay-in of a fon, 
at PeleWj during the time our people were at Oroo^ 
long / the King, out of his regard for Captain WiU 
foKy named the little boy Captairiy and afterwards in- 
formed Captain Wilfon of the circumftance. 
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THEIR FUNERALS* 

In the foregoing narrative an account hath been 
given of the ceremony obferved by Mr. Sharp, at 
the interment of Raa Kook\ fon, in the ifland of 
Pethoulle. Mr. M. Wilfon, at that time at Pelew, was 
prefent at another funeral, of a young man who had 
died of the wounds he had received in the fame bat- 
tle in which the King's nephew had loft his life.— • 
The account he gave me of it was as follows : — ^That 
accidentally noticing a number of the natives going 
towards a fmall village, about two miles from the 
capital, an A hearing that the King was gone thither, 
curiofity induced him to join the throng. When he 
got to the place, he found a great crowd, furround* 
ing a pavement on which jibba Thulle was feated^ 
The dead body was brought from a houfe not far 
diftant. The proceffion flopped as it pafled before 
the King, who, without rifing from his feat, fpokc 
very audibly, for a fhort time, and then the procef- 
fion went on. — Whether what he faid was an eulo- 
gium on the departed youth, who had fallen in his 
country's fervice, neither of the linguifts being pre- 
fent, could not be afcertained ; /but from the folemn 
manner in which the King delivered his fpeech, and 
the refpeftful filence with which the people liftened 
to him, it is by no means improbable but that this 
was the purport of it. 

Mr. 
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Mr. M. Wilfon followed the body to the place of 
interment J he obferved an elderly woman getting 
out of the new-made grave, whom he conceived 
might be the mother, or fome near relation, whom 
affeftion had drawn to the melancholy fcene, to be 
fatisfied that every thing was duly prepared. — When 
the corpfe was laid in the earth, the lamentation of 
the women attending was very great. — ^It appeared, 
on this occafion, as well as at the funeral of Raa 
Kook^s fon, that no men, but thofe who conveyed 
the body, were prefent ; thefe la(t fad offices were 
left to the tendernefs of the weaker fex : the men 
only afftmbled round the body, before it was car- 
ried to the grave, where they preferved a folemn 
filence; their minds, from principles of fortitude 
or philofophy, b^ing armed to meet the events of 
mortality with manly fubmiflion, diverted from the 
external teftimony of human weaknefs. 

They had places appropriated to fepulture. Their 
graves were made as ours are in country church- 
yards ; having the mould raifed up in a ridge, over 
where the body was depofited. — Some had lljnes 
raifed above them, with a flat one laid horizontally 
over, and furrounded by a kind of hurdle- work, to 
prevent any one from treading over them. 
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THEIR RELIGION- 

There are few people, I believe, among the race 
of men, vhom navigation hath brought to our 
knowledge, who have not fhewn, in fome inftance 
or other, a fenfe of fomething like religion, however 
it might be mixed with idolatry or fuperftition ; and 
yet our people, during their continuance with the 
natives of Pckw^ never faw any particular ceremo- 
nies, or obferved any thing that had the appearance 
of public worfliip. — Indeed, circumflanced as the 
Englijh were, they had not enough of the language 
to enter on topics of this nature ; and it might alfo 
have been indifcreet to have done it, as fuch enqui- 
ries might have been mifconceived or mifconftnied 
by the natives. Added to this, their thoughts were 
naturally all bent on getting away, and preferving, 
whilft they remained there, the happy intercourfe 
that fubfifted between them. 

Though there was not found, on any of the iflands 
they vifited, any place appropriated for religious rites, 
it would perhaps be going too far to declare, that 
the people of Pclciu had abfolutely no idea of reli- 
gion. — ^Independant of external ceremony, there 
may .be fuch a thing as the religion of the heart, by 
which the mind may, in awful filence, be turned ta 
contemplate the God of Nurture ; and though un- 
blefTcd by thofc lights which have pointed to the 
Chriftian world an unerring path to happinefs and 

peace, 
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peace, yet they might, from the light of reafon only, 
have difcovered the efficacy of virtue, and the tem- 
poral advantages arifing from moral reftitude. — ^The 
reader will, by this time, have met with fufficient 
occurrences to convince him, that the inhabitants 
of thefe nevv-difcovered regions had a fixed and 
rooted fenfe of the great moral duties ; this appear- 
ed to govern their conduft, glow in all their aftions, 
and grace their lives.— Arifmg from fuch principles, 
we fee them laborious, induftrious, benevolent. In 
moments of danger firm, and prodigal of life ; under 
misfortunes patient j in death refigned — And if, 
under all thefe circunjftances, he can conceive that 
the natives of Pelew pafled their exiftence away, 
without fome degree of Confidence^ fome degree of 
Hope^ I have only to 'fay, his idea of mankind mufl 
widely differ from my own. 

Superftition is a word of great latitude, and 
vaguely defined; though it hath, in enlightened 
ages, been called the offspring of ignorance, yet in. 
no times hath it exifted without having fome con- 
nexion with religion. — ^Now the people of Pelew 
had, beyond all doubt, fome portion of it, as ap- 
peared in the wifli expreffed by the King, when he 
faw the Ihip building, that the EngUfh would take 
out of it fome particular wood, which he perceived 
they had made ufe of, and which he obferved to 
them was deemed to be of ill-omen^ or unprepitious. 

Z 2 ' They 
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They had alfo an idea of an evil fpirit, that often 
counterafted human affairs j a very particular in- 
fiance of this was feen when Mr. Barker fa mofl va- 
luable member in the Englijh fociety) fell backward 
from the fide of the vefTcl, then on the flocks; 
Ran Rcok^ who happened to be prefent, obfened 
thereupon, that it was owing to the unlucky wood 
our people had fufFered to remain in the veflel, that 
the evil fpirit had Qccafioned this mifchief to Mr. 
Barker. 

In the paffage from Pckw to China^ foniewhat 
was difcovered in ^Prince Lee Booj pretty fimilarto 
what is commonly called fecond ftght ; — ^at the time 
when he was fas before mentioned) very fea-fick, he 
faid how much he was concerned at the diflrefs his 
father and friends were feeling, v*^ho knew what he 
was then fuffering. — ^The fame anxiety operated on 
him, on their account, when he perceived his dif- 
folution drawing near, as we (hall have occafion to 
mention hereafter. 

They certainly entertained fo ftrong an idea of 

Divinaiion, that whenever any matter of moment 

was going to be undertaken, they conceived they 

could, by fplitting the leaves of a particular plant 

tlxiit was r.ot unlike our bull rufh, and meafuring the 

fjips of tins long narrow leaf on the back of their 

middle finger, form a judgment whether it would or 

would not turn out profperous : this was obfe^^'ed 

by Ivlr. M. Wilfony in hid firfl vifit to the King at 

Pelcj: ; 
{ 
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Pelew ; and on enquiry was afterwards explained to 
the Englijh^ by the linguift, as being done to difco- 
ver if their arrival foreboded good or ill fortune.— 
It was noticed by feveral of our people, that the King 
recurred to this fuppofed oracle on different occafi- 
ons, particularly at the time they went on the fecond 
expedition againft Arfingall^ when he appeared to 
be very unwilling to go on board his canoe, and kept 
all his attendants ^waiting, till he had tumbled and 
twifted his leaves into a form that fatisfied his mind, 
and prediSed fuccefs. — Our people never obfcrved 
any perfon but the King apply to this Divination. 

It is hardly probable but the fond anxiety of a 
parent, on giving up a fon into the hands of ftrangers, 
who were to convey him to remote regions, of whix:h 
he could form to himfelf but veiy iraperfeft notions, 
would, on fo interefting a point, induce him to 
examine his oracle with uncommon attention ; ancj 
it is as little to be doubted but that every thing wore, 
to his imagination, a profperous appearance. — Yet, 
to evince the fallacy of his prophetic leaves, they cer- 
tainly argued not the truth, nor prefented to the fa- 
ther's mind even a fufpicion, that the fon he partecj 
with he fhould fee no more ! 

On this fubjed, I would further wifli to bring back 
to the reader^s recolleftion a few occurrences already 

noticed : As Raa Kook, and others of the na- 

tives, were two or three times prefent when Captain 
Wilforty on a Sunday evening, affembled his people to 

read 
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read prayers to them, they expreffed no furprize at 
what was doing, but appeared clearly to underftand 
that it was the mode in which the Efiglijh addreffed 
that invifible God, whom they looked up to for pro- 
teftion ; and, however different their own notions 
might be, they attended the Eng/i/h on thefe occafi- 
ons with groat refpecl, feemijig defirous to join in it, 
and conftantiy preferving the moft profound filence 
—the General never allowing the natives to fpeak a 
fmgle word, and refufing even to receive a meffage 
from the King, which arrived at the tents during 
divine fervice. 

The ceremony ufed by Raa Kook, after the fune- 
ral of his fon, when he repeated fomething to him- 
felf whijft he was marking the cocoa-nuts, and the 
bundle of beetle-leaves, which the old woman was 
to place on the young man's grave, bad every ap- 
pearance of a pious office j-^and when he planted 
the cocoa-nuts, and fome other fruit-trees, on the 
ifland of Oroolong^ what he uttered in a low voice, 

# 

as each feed was depofited in the earth, impreffed 
thofe prefent as the giving a benedidion to the future 
tree that was to fpring from it. — The King alfo, 
when he took leave of his fon, faid a few words, 
which, by the folemnity they were delivered with, 
and the refpeftful manner in which Lee Boo received 
them, induced all our countrymen to conceive it was 
a kind of bleffing. 

I muft, 
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I muft, in this place, ad<J a circumftance that pafled 
in converfation with Captain WiJfon and Lee Boo, after 
he had been fome time in E?ig!and ; the former telling 
him, that faying prayers at church was to make men 
good, that when they died, and were buried, they 
might live again above (pointing to the Iky); Lee 
Booy with great earneftnefs, replied — All fame Pelcw 
— Bad menjiay in earth — good men go intojky — become 
'very beautiful^ holding his hand in the air, and giv- 
ing a fluttering motion to his fingers. — ^This furely 
conveyed a ftrong idea, that they believed the fpirit 
exifted when the body was no more. 

After combining all thefe fads, and uniting them 
with the moral charafters of the people, the reader 
is left in a fituation to judge for himfelf findepen- 
dent of Lee Boo*s declaration) whether it is proba- 
ble that their lives could be condu6led with that de- 
cency we have feen, and their minds trained to fo 
ftrong a fenfe of juftice, propriety, and delicacy, 
without having fome guiding principle of^religion. — 
Thus much, at leaft, I think we may be authorized 
to aflert — ^If all this was effefted without it, it proves 
that the natives of Pele^ had been happy enough 
not only to difcover, but to be perfeftly convinced, 
that Virttie was its own reward* 

GENERAL CHA^LACTER OF THE NATIVES. 

I (hall clofe this account of the Pel^w iflands with 
a few general remarks on the difpQfitian and charac- 

ter of the natives. 

Th(? 



329 



330 



AN ACCOUNT OF 

The condud of" thefe people towards the Englijb 
was, from the tirft to the laft, uniformly courteous 
and attentive, accompanied with a politenefs that 
furprizcd thole on whom it was beftowed. At all 
times they fee .cci lo cautious of intruding, that on 
many occaf.ons they faciificcd their natural curiofity 
to that rclp^cl, which narural good manners appear- 
ed to them to exHd. Their liberality to the Englifh 
at their departure, whea individuals poured in all 
the bell tb:, had to give, and that of articles too 
of which they had far from plenty themfelves, ftrong* 
ly demonilrated that thefe teftimonies of friendfliip 
^ere the eiTufion of hearts that glowed with the flame 
of philanthropy ; and when our countrymen, from 
want of ft ^wage, were compelled to refufe the fur- 
ther marks of kindnefs which were offered them, 
the intreating eyes and* fupplicaling geftures with 
which they folicited their acceptance of what they 
Jiad brought, moil forcibly exprefled how much their 
minds were w\ounded,.to iblnk they had not arrived 
early enough to have their little tributes of affeflion 
received, , / 

Nor was this conduct of theirs an oftentalious 
civility exercifed towards it rangers. — ^Separated as 
they were from the reft of the world, the charafter 
of a ft ranger had never entered their imagination. 
—They felt our people were diftrefled, and in con- 
fequence wiftied they (hould ftiare whatever they 
had to give. It was not that wbrldly munificence, 

• that 
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that beftows and fpreads its favours with a diftant 
eye to retribution— Their bofoms had never har- 
boured fo contaminating a thought — No; it was 
the pure emotions of native benevolence — ^It was 
the love of man to man. — It was a fcene that pic- 
tured human nature in triumphant colouring — And^ 
whilft their liberality gratified'^ the fenfe, their virtue 
ftruckthe heart! 

Our people had alfo many occafions to obferve, 
that this fpirit of urbanity operated in all the inter- 
courfe the natives had among themfelves. The atten- 
tion and tendernefs fliewn to the women was remark- 
able, and the deportment of the men to each other 
mild and affable ; infomuch that, in various fccnes 
of which they were fpeftators, during their (lay on 
thefe iflands, the Englijhj never faw any thing that 
had the appearance of conteft, or paflion : every 
one feemed to attend to his own concerns, without 
interfering with the bufmefs of their neighbour.— 
The men were occupied in their plantations, or ia 
cutting wood, making hatchets, line, or fmall cords : 
fome in building houfes or canoes : others in mak- 
ing nets and fifliing-tackle. The forming of darts, 
fpears, and other warlike weapons, engroffed the at- 
tention of many more ; as alfo the making of pad- 
dles for their boats, the fafhioning of domeftic uten- 
fils, and the preparing and burning the chinam. — 
Such as had abilities to conduct any ufeful employ- 
ment were called by the natives Twkelbys j of this 

clafs 
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clafs were reckoned the people who built, or inlaid 
the canoes ; fuch alfo were thofe who manufia&ured 
the tortoife-lhell, or made the pottery. 

As induftry, however zealous, muft be flow in pro- 
ducing its purpofe, unaided by proper implements, 
and labour rendered extremely tedious from this 
deficiency, yet, in regions where fuch advantages 
are denied, we do not find that the ardour of attempt- 
ing is abated, A fteady perfeverance, to a certain 
degree, accompliflies the end aimed at ; and Europe 
hath not, without reafon, been aftoniflied at the 
many fmgular produdions imported from the 
fouthen difcoveries, fo neatly and curioufly wrought 
by artlefs hands, unadifted but by fucb fimple tools as 
ferve only to increafe our furprize, when we fee how 
much they have eflFe£ted.-e— Every n[ian, by his daily 
labour, gained his daily fuftenance : neceflity impof- 
ing this exertion, no idle or indolent people were 
feen, not even amon]^ thofe whom fuperior rank 
might have exempted ; on the contrary, thefe excit- 
ed their infer iore to toil and aftivity by their own 
examples. The King himfelf was the beft maker of 
hatchets in the ifland, and was ufually at work when- 
ever difengaged from matters of importance. — Even 
the women (hared in the common toil ; they labour- 
ed in the plantations of yams, and it was their pro- 
vince to pluck out all the weeds that fhot up item 
between the ftones of the paved caufeways. They 
manufactured the mats and bafkets, as well as at- 
tended 
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tended to their domeftic concerns. The bufmefs of 
tatooing was alfo carried on by them ; thofe who 
entered on this employment were denominated 
Tackelbys artheil^ or female ardfls. — ITieir man- 
ners were courteous, though they were far from be- 
ing of loofe or vicious difpofitions ; — they in gene- 
ral rejefted connexions with our people, and rcfent* 
cdany indelicate or unbecoming freedom with a pro- 
per fenfe of modefty. 

In fuch fccnes of patient induftry, the years of 
fleeting life pafTed on ; and the cheerful difpofition 
of the natives fully authorized our people to fuppofe, 
that there were few hours of it either irkfome or op- 
preflive. They were ftrangers to thofe paflions which 
ambition excites — to thofe cares which affluence 
awakens. — ^Their exiftence appeared to glide along 
like a fmooth undifturbed ftream ; and when the 
natural occurrences of life ruffled the furface, they 
pofleffed a fufficient portion of fortitude to recover 
foon its wonted calm. — ^Their happinefe feemed to 
be fecured to them on the firmeft bafi5 ; for the little 
which Nature and Providence fpread before them, 
they enjoyed with a contented cheerful nefs ; nor 
were their bofoms habituated to cherifh wifhes which 
they had not the power of gratifying. And it will 
not furely be denied, that in civilized nations the 
error of a contrary condudl exhibits, among the 
inaftive, many melancholy repining countenances ; 
whilft it prompts more daring and uncontrouled fpi- ^ 

Tits 
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rits to aim at compaffing their views by injuftice, or 
rapine, and to break down the facred barrier of fo- 
ciety. 

From the general charafter of thefe people, the 
reader, I ihould conceive, will be difpofed to allow, 
that their lives do credit to human nature ; and that, 
however untutored, however uninformed, their 
manners prefent an interefting piSure to mankind. 
—We fee a defpotic government without one (hade 
of tyranny, and power only exercifed for general 
happinefs, the fubjefts looking up with filial reve- 
rence to their King. — And, whilft a mild govern- 
ment, and an affeftionate confidence, linked their 
little (late in bonds of harmony, gentlenefs of man- 
ners was the natural refult, and fixed a brotherly and 
difinterefted intercourfe among one another. 

I am well aware, that in the expedition againft 
Pelelev)^ the dellroying the houfes and plantations of 
the little ifland belonging to it, which the natives, 
through fear, had abandoned, as well as the killing 
thofe whom they captured in battle, are both of them 
circumftances which will appear to militate againft 
that humanity which, throughout this work, I have 
attributed to the people of Peleij.-^'R.ti^tdiing the 
firft, though the landing in an enemy's country, and 
fpreading devaftation and diftrefs, is by no means a 
praftice new in the annals of hiftory, political necejjitj 
qualifying the meafure ; yet in thefe regions it feem- 
ed alfo to militate fo much againft their accuftomed 

maxim, 
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maxim, never to take an enemy byfurprize^ but to give 
previous notice of a meditated attack j that I am ftrong- 
ly inclined to think that this might have been a new 
art of war fuggefted to the King by the Malay favou- 
rite, as it totally contradifted that open generofity 
with which they at all times conduced hoftilities. 

As to their putting their prifoners to death, Raa 
Kook^ on being ccnfured for it by Captain Wilfon^ 
faid, it had not been always fo ; and, in afligning rea- 
fons for being compelled to do it, feemed to Ihelter 
the proceeding under the plea oi political necejjity^ 

The number captured in any of their battles mull, 
from their mode of engaging, be at all times very 
trifling. In the mod confiderable engagement our 
people witnefled at Artingally no more than nine were 
made prifoners, which the natives accounted a great 
many ; nor were thefe put to death in cold blood, 
it rather might be called the clofe of the battle. It 
was generally the effeft of unfubfided paffion or re- 
venge, the terminating blow being, in moft cafes, 
given by fome one who had loft a near relation, or 
friend, in the battle, or was himfelf fuffering under 
the pain of a wound. Situated, befide, fo nearly as 
thefe iflands were to each other, it was next to im- 
poflible to detain their captives ; they had no prifons 
to confine them j no cartel canoes to negotiate an 
. exchange ; and, going about the ifland freely, the 
lives of the Sovereign, or his Chiefs, were at all times 
affailable by any vindidive fpirit. They had, as the 

General 
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General told Captain Wilfon^ ineffeftujilly ftrove io 
detain them as menial fervants. Therefore, revolt- 
hig as the id^ja is, if they have, in this refpecl:, adopt- 
ed a maxim which prevaifs among the India fi tribes 
in America^ and in the numerous ftates of Africa^ 
Cthough the number of Lives facrificed can never 
here be manyj one hath only to lament that potitical 
r.cccjfity hath (in common with a multitude of other 
uncivilized countries) thrown a Ihade o\'er thefe new- 
diicovered iflands. 

It fhould be the caution of every writer, to ehdea"- 
vour to difarm criticifm, by meeting objedions that 
may be made.-^ After the good difpofitions which the 
people of P^/Vzcrhave been feen tapoffefs, it may pof- 
fibly be faid, they were addided to pilfering when 
opportunity offered ; a ccnfure which many, I believe, 
have thought has been too feverely paffed on the poor 
inhabitants of the fouth(?tn ocean. — But in the Felew 
ifiands, it was never done but by thofe of the loweft 
clafs ; and whenever complaint was made of any thing 
being taken clandeftinely away, the King, as well as 
his Chiefs, confidered it as a breach of hofpitality, nor 
could their indignant fpirits reft till the article pur- 
loined was fearched for, and if found, reftored.— 
. Should fome Eqjiern Prince, magnificently decorat- 
ed,'' accidentally, as he paffed along, drop a diamond 
from his robe, and were a poor peafant (^who knew 
how great an acquifition it was) purfuing the fame 
tract, to fee it fparkling in the duft, where is that re- 

liftance. 
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fiftance, that felf-denial, which would go on and leave 
it untouched ? — A nail— a tool— or a bit of old iron, 
was to them the alluring-diamond. — They had no pe- 
nal ftatute againft petty larceny. They fought only 
the means of rendering eafier the daily toils of life, 
and compafling with facility that, which they imper- 
feftly accompliflied by unwearied pcrieverance ! And, 
I am confident, the voice of reafon will unite with me 
in afferting, that they muft have been more than men, 
had they afted lefs like men. Virtuous in the ex- 
treme would be deemed that country, where the con- 
fcience of no individual, in the cool moments of re- 
flexion, could upbraid him with a heavier tranfgref- 
fion, than applying to his own ufe a bit of iron that 
lay before him ! 

In the name of humanity, then, let us judge with 
lefs rigour our fellow-creatures ; and, (hould any one 
be difpofed, for fuch trivial failings, to cenfure the be- 
nevolent inhabitants of Pekw^ that cenfure, I truft, 
for the fake of juftice, wjll never be pafled on them 
by thofe who live in civilized and enlightened nations 
— for Such muft be too well convinced of the ineffi- 
cacy of the beft-digefted laws, and the inability of 
their own internal police to reftrain the vices of man- 
kind, by obferving, that all whicli prudence can re- 
volve, wifdom plan, or power enforce, is frequently 
unable to protect their Property by night, or their Per^ 
fonsj at all times, even under meridian funsi — ^I'hey 
will refleft, that every bolt and bar is a fatire on fo- 

ciety ; 
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ciety ; and painfully recoiled, that it is not the daring 
plunderer alone they have to guard againft ; they arc 
aflailable under the fmile of dfjfemhled friendfiiip, by 
which the Generous and the Confiding are too often 
betrayed into a fituation beyond the flielter of any prth 
ieiling law ; a wound which, perhaps, more than any 
other, hath tortured the feelings of fenfibilky ! 

Waiting, therefore, that long-expcfted aefa, when 
dvilization, fcience, and phtlofophy, fliall bring us to 
2l more confirmed practice of real virtue, it becomes 
us to view with charity thofc ertors in others, which 
we have not as yet been able to correal in ourfelves* 

If the enlightened fons of Europe^ enjoying the full 
blaze of advantages unknown in lefs favoured regi- 
ons, have hitherto made fo flow an advance toward 
moral perfecliony they are furely palling the fevereft 
cenfure on them/elves^ if they exped to find it in 
a happier manner approached by the dark and un* 
friended children of the Southern World ! 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

Anecdotes of Lee Boo, fecond Son of Abba Thulle^ 
from the Time of leaving Canton to his Death. 

JlIaVING given a faithful narrative of* all the 
material occurrences which happened to our people 
during the time they remained in the Pelew I/lands, 
as well as fuch information concerning their pro- 
duce, manners, difpofition, Way of life, and cha- 
rafter of the natives, as could be coUeftcd in t: at 
fpace of time, from the intereourfc our countrymen 
had with them ; I fhall clofe this work with fuch 
anecdotes of Prince Lee Boo, as I have received from 
fome of my particular friends who often faw him, 
added to thofelhavemyfelfbeenwitnefs of: — ^infig- 
nificant as the amount of the whole may be, yet I 
think them worth recording ; — irom a trifling (ketch, 
or a mere outline, enough may be gained of cha- 
rafter, to convey to the mind no fallacious idea 
of the objeflt aimed at. — Jn the prefehf cafe, no more 
than an outline can be delineated — Had not this 
youth, who came here almoft a ftfanger to our lan- 
guage, and who lived more than five months with 
us, 'been fnatched away fo foon to fill an early grave, 
I might have been enabled to bflfer the public a more 
finiihed picture of him. 

A a Ifli 
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In the flight acquaintance made with him at Ms* 
coa and Cantoris he hath, I truft, interefted the reader 
by that ingenuous openncfs, which was the refult of 
native fimpllcity ; he is there feen in the charafter 
of a new- born creature, juft entering a world he was 
quite a ftranger to, darting his bewildered eyes on 
every fide, and folicited by fuch a variety of novelty, 
that he knew not where to fix his attention. However 
beautiful, however ftupendous the objefts may be 
which furround us, when they have been within our 
view through all the progrefllve advance of early 
years, they infenfibly ceafe to engage our notice.— 
The peafant, bred at the foot of JEtna or the Andesy 
fees, with indifference, thofe wonderful operations of 
Nature, which feduce fo frequently from diftant 
countries the inquifitive traveller. — The cafe of Lee 
Boo was directly otherwife ; if I may be allowed the 
expreflion, he v%'as born at the flate of manhood, with 
his mind in full vigour, and inftantly found himfelf 
encompaffed by fcenes not only totally new, but to- 
tally beyond his conceptions — fcenes which to him 
were lb bordering on enchantment, they were fuffici- 
ent to have half overfet the inexperienced faculties 
of our young traveller, had he not conftantly had his . 
Mentor at his elbow to clear up all his difficulties, 
pohit his judgment properly, and give him a juft ex- 
planation of whatever became ^n object of his notice 
and furprizc. 

We 
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We left them together, as the reader will recoUeft, 
on board the Morfe Indiaman^ purfuing their pafTage 
to Europe ; he was treated with much kindnefs and 
attention by the Commander, Captain Ellioty and 
Lee Boo was fo courteous and pleafant during the 
whole voyage, that every one was ready to render * 
him every fervice in their power. 

He was extremely defnous of knowing the name 
and country of every (hip he met at fea, and would 
repeat what he was told over and over till he had 
fixed it well in his memory ^ and, as each inquiry was 
gratified, he made a knot on his Line ; but thefe 
knots now having greatly multiplied, he was obliged 
to repeat them over every day to refrefh his memory, 
and often to recur to Captain Wilfon^ or others, 
when he had forgot what any particular knot referr- 
ed to. The officers in the Morfe^ with whom only 
he affociated, when they faw him thus bufied with 
his Line J ufed to fay he was reading his journal. He 
frequently alked after all the people of the Oroolor^^ 
who had gone aboard different fhips at China^ par- 
ticularly after the Captain's fon, and Mr. Sharp. 

He had not been long on the voyage before he fo- 
licited Captain Wilfon to get him a book, and point 
out to him the letters, that he might, when he knew 
them, be inftrufted in reading ; all convenient op- 
portunities were allotted to gratify this wi(h of hia 
young pupil, who difcovered great readinefs in com- 
jrehending evei7 information given him. . 

Aa a On 
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On arriving at S.iint Helena, he was much ftruck 
with the foldiers and cannon on the fortifications ; and 
the comin;^; in foon after of four Englijh men of war, 
afforded him a fight highly delighting, particularly 
thofe which had two tier of guns. It was explained 
to him that thefe kind of (hips were intended only for 
fighting, and that the other veffels which he then faw 
. in the Bay were deftined for commerce, to tranf- 
port and e change from one country to another its 
pToduce and manufaftures, — Captain Bullety tBe 
Commander of his Majefty's (hip The CJjafer, had 
the goodnefs to take him on board his own, and ano- 
ther (l/ip, to let him fee the men exercifed at the 
great guns and fmall arms, which exceedingly im- 
preffed his imagination. 

On being carried to fee a fchool, he expreflfed a 
wifh that he could learn as the boys did, feeling his 
own deficiency in knowledge. 

He defired to ride en horfcback Into the country, 
which he was peimitted to do ^ he fat well, and gal- 
loped, iliewed no fear of falling, and appeared highly 
pleafcd both with the novelty and pleafure of the 
excrcife. 

Vlfitliig the company's garden, he noticed fomc 
fiiady walks formed with bamboos arching overhead 
on lattice work. He was ftruck with the refrefliing 
coolnefs they afforded, and obferved, that his own 
countrymen were ignorant of the advantages they 
might enjoy, faying, that on this ifland they had 

but 
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but little wood, yet applied it to a good purpole ; 
that at Pelew they had great abundance, and knew 
not how to pfe it. — Adding, that when he went back, 
he would fpeak to the King, tell him how defective 
they were, and have men employed to malce fuch 
bowers as he had feen. 

Such were the dawnings of a mind that felt its 
own darkiiefs — and had the good-fenfe to catch at 
every ray of light that might lea4 Jbiip fprward to 
information and improvement ! 

Before the Morfe quitted Saint Helena^ the LafceU 
les arrived, by which occurrence Lee Boo had an in* 
terview with his firft friend, Mr. Sharp ; he had ^ 
fight of him from a window, and ran out with the 
utmoft impatience to take him by the hand j happy, 
after fo long a feparation, to meet him again, and 
evincing by his ardour the grateful fentimgnts he re- 
tained of t^e attention that gentleman had (hewn him. 

As he drew near the Britijh channel, the number 
of vefTels that he obferved purfuing their different 
courfes, increafing fo much, he was obliged to give 
up the keeping of his journal ; bpt was dill very hi- 
quifitive to know, whither they were failing.-— When 
the Morfe got to the I/le of Wight ^ Captain Wilfon^ hU 
brother, the Prince, with feveral other paffengers, 
quitted her, ajid coming in a boat between theNeedles, 
arrived fafe at Portfmouth \ht fourteenth oijuly 1 784, 
-—On landing, the number and fize of the men of - 
war then in harbour, the variety of houfes, and the 

raniparis, 
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ramparts, were all objefts of attraftion ; he feenied 
fo totally abforbed in filent furprize, that he had no 
leifure to aflc any cjueflions. — ^The officer of the Morfe 
charged with the difpatches fetting off immediately 
for Lofuion^ Captain Mil/on, impatient to fee his family, 
accompanied him, leaving his young traveller in the 
care of his brother, to follow him by a coach, which 
\vas to fet off in the evening. As foon as he reached 
town, he was conveyed to the Captain's houfe at /?(?- 
therbitbey where he was not a little happy to rejoin his 
adopted father, and in being introduced to his family. 

Though part of his journey had paffed during the 
night, yet, with returning day, his eyes had full em^ 
ploymcnt on every fide ; and when he was got to 
what was now to be, for fome time, his deftined 
home, he arrived in all the natural glow of his youths 
ful fpirits. Whatever he had obferved in filence, 
was now eaorerlv difclofed. He defcribed all the cir- 
cumflances of his journey ; faid it was very pleafant 
— that he had been put into a little houfe, which 
was ran away with by horfcs — that he flept, but ftili 
was going on; and, whilft he went one way, the 
fields, houfes, and trees, all went another — every 
thing, from the quicknefs of travelling, appearing 
to him to be in motion. 

At the hour of reft he was fliewn by Mr. M. WiU 

Jon up to his chamber, where, f©r the firft time, he 

faw a four-poft bed ; he could fcarce conceive what 

St meant — ^hc jumped in, and jumped out again ; felt 

and 
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and pulled afide the curtains ; got into bed, and then 
got out a fecond time, to admire its exterior form* 
At length, having become acquainted with its ufe 
and convenience, he laid himfelf down to fleep, fay- 
ing, that in Eng{a?2d there zvas a houfi for every iljing. 

It was not, I believe, more than a week after his 
arrival^ when I was invited, by my late valued friend 
Robert Rqfhkigbj Efq; to dinner, where Captain Wil- 
fon^ and his young charge, were expected .i-^-/,^ Boo 
then poffeffed but very little Englijh^ yet, between 
words and action, made himfelf tolerably undcrftood, 
and feemed to comprehend the greater part of what 
was faid to him, efpecially, having the Captain by 
him to explain whatever he did not clearly compre- 
hend.— -He was dreft as an Englijhmany excepting 
that he wore his hair in the fafhion of his count;-y j 
appeared to be between nineteen and twenty years of 
age, was of ^ middling (lature, and had a counte- 
nance fo ftrongly marked with fenfibility and good- 
humour^ that it inftantly prejudiced every one in his 
favour ; jand this countenance was enlivened by eyes 
fo quick and intelligent, that they might 'really be 
faid tQ annpuxice his thoughts and conceptions with* 
out the aid of language. 

Though the accounts I had prevloufly received of 
this new man (as he was called at Macod) had greatly 
raifed my expedations, yet when I had been ^ little 
time in his company, I was perfeSly aftonifhed at the 
cafe and gentlenefs of his manners ; he was lively 

and 
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and pleafant, and had a politenefs without form or 
reftraint, which appeared to be the refult of natural 
good-breeding. — As I chanced to fit near him at ta- 
ble, I paid him a great deal of attention, which he 
feemed to be very fenfible of. — Many qweftions were 
of courfe put to Captain Wi!fon by the company, 
concerning this peffonagc, and the country he had 
brought bim from, which no European had ever 
yifited before ; he obligingly entered on many parti« 
pular circumftance3 which were highly inlerefting, 
fpoke of the )3attles in which his people had affifted 
the Kijig of Pflewy and of the peculiar manner the 
natives had of tying up their hair when going to war ; 
Lee Boo, who fully underftopd what his friend was 
explaining, very obligingly, and unafked, untied his 
own, and threw it into the form Captain Wilfin had 
been defcribing. — 1 might tire the reader were I to 
enumerate the trivial occurrences of a few hours, 
rendered only of confequence from the fmgularity of 
this young man*s fituation j fuffice it to fay^ there 
was in all his deportment fuch affability and proprie- 
ty of behaviour, that when he took leave of the com- 

w 

f 

pany, there was hardjy any one prefent who did not 
feel a fatisfaftion in having had an interview with him. 
I went to Roiherhiihe, a few days i^fter, to fee Cap- 
tain Wilfon ; Lee Boo was reading ^t a window, he 
recoUeftcd me inftantly, and flew with eagemefs to 
the door to meet me, looked on me as a friend, and 
ever after attached himfelf to me, fippeariiig to be 

happy 
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happy whenever we met together. — ^la this vifit I had 
a good deal of converfation with him, and we mu- 
tually managed to be pretty well underftood by each . 
other; he feemed to be pleafed with every thing 
about him, faid, All fine country^ fi)ic Jlrcet^ fiiis 
ioach^ and houfe upon houfe up to Jhy^ putting alter- 
nately one hand above another, by which I found 
(their own habitations being all oh the ground") that 
every feparate ftory of our buildings he at tl^at time 
confidered as a dillind houfe. 

He was introduced to feveral of the Direftcws of 

» 

the India Company y taken to vifit many of the Cap- 
tain's friends, ^md gradually (hewn moft of the pub- 
lic buildings in the difierent quarters of the town; 
but hi^ prudent conductor had the caution to avoid 
taking him to any places of public entertainment, 
leit he plight accidentally, in thofe heated reforts, 
catch the foialUpox, a difeafe which he purpofed to 
inoculate the young Prince with, as foon as he had 
acquired enQUgh of our language to be reafoned into 
the neceflity of fubmitting to tlje operation ; judg- 
ing, and furely not without good reafon, that by- 
giving him fo offenfive and troublefome a diftemper, 
without firft explaining its nature, and preparing hi« 
mind to yield to it, it might weaken that unbound- 
ed confidence which this youth placed in his adopt- 
^d father. 

After he had been awhile fettled, $nd a little ha- 
bituated to the m?uiners of this country^ he was fent 

every 
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«very day to an Academy at Rotherhithe^ to be in- 
ilruded in reading and writing, which he was him- 
felf eager to attain, and moft afliduous in learning ; 
his whole deportment, whilft there^ was fo engage 
ing, that it not only gained him the efteem of the 
gentleman under whofe tuition he was placed, but 
alfo the aifeftion of tis young companions ; — in the 
hours of recefs, when he returned to the Captain's 
boufe, he amufed the whole family by his vivacity, 
noticing every particularity he faw in any of bis 
fchool-fellows, with great good-humoar mimicking 
their different manners, fonietimes faying be would 
bave a fchool of his own when he returned to Peley;, 
^nd fhould be thought very wife when he taught the 
great people their letters. 

He always addreffed Mr. Wsl/hn by the appellation 
of Captain; but never would call Mrs. Wilfon (to 
whom he behaved with the warmeft affeftion) by any 
other name than that of Mother^ looking on that as 
a mark of the greateft refpeft. — Being often told he 
fhould fay Mrs. VVtlfon^ his conftaot reply was, jN?, 
no — Mother J Mother. 

Captain Wilfon^ when invited to dine with his 
friends, was generally accompanied by Lee Boo ; on 
which ocean ons, there was fo much eafe and polite- 
nefs in his behaviour, as if he had been alwavs habi- 
tuatcd to good company ; he adapted himTelf very 
readily to whatever he faw were the cufl:on\s of U^c 
coiintry, and fully confirmed me in an opinion which 

I have 
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I have ever entertained, that natural good manners 
is the natural refult of natural good fenfe. 

Wherever this young man went, nothing efcaped 
his obfervation j he had an ardent defire of iaformar 
tion, and thankfully received it, always exprefling a 
wifh to know by yrhat means effefts which he noticed, 
were produced. I was one day in company with 
him, when a yo^ijg lady fat down to the harpficord, 
to fee how he w?ts afFefted with raufic ; he .appeared 
greatly furprized that the inftrument could throw out 
fo much found ; it was opened, to let him fee its in- 
terior conftruftion, he pored over it with great atten- 
tion, watching how the jacks were movpd, and feem- 
ed far more difpofed to puzzle out the means which 
produced the founds, than to attend to the mufic that 
was playing. He was afterwards requelled to give 
us Z'Pelew fong ; he did not wait for thofe repeated 
intreaties which finger j ufually require, but obliging- 
ly began one as foon as alked ; the tones, however, 
were fo harfli and difcordant, and his breaft feemed 
to labour with fo much exertion, that his whole coun- 
tenance was changed by it, and every one's ears dun- 
ned with the horrid notes. From this fample of 
Pelew finging, it is not to be wondered, that a cho- 
rus of fuch performers had the efFefl; (as hath been 
related) of making our countrymen at Oroolong fly 
to their arms ; — it might, in truth, have alarmed a 
whole garrifon. — ^I'hough when he had been fome 
time here, he readily caught two or three Englijh 

fongs. 
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fongs, in which his voice appeared by no means in- 
harmonious. 

Lee Boo^s temper was very miid and compaffionate, 
difcovo'ing, in various inftances, that he had brought 
from his father's territories that Ipirit of philanthro- 
py, which we have feen reigned there ; yet he at all 
times governed it by difcretion and judgment.— If he 
faw the young diking relief, he would rebuke them 
with w hat little Englijh he was mafter of, telling them, 
it was a fhame to beg when they were able to work ; 
but the intreaties of old age he could never withftand, 
faying, irni/l give poor old man — old man mt able to 
work. 

I am perfectly convinced, that Captain Wilfon^ from 
the confidence which the King had repofed in him, 
would have held himfelf inviolably bound to protect 
and ferve this young creature to the utraoft extent of 
his abilitiiss ; but, independant of what he felt was 
d uc to the noble charafter of Abba Thulle^ there was 
fo much gentlenefs, and fo much gratitude lodged at 
f^ee Boo*s heart, that not only the Captain, but every 
parr of his family, viewc^ him with the wajmeft fen- 
liments of difinterefted affeftion. — Mr. H. Wilfon^ 
the Captain's fon, being a youth of a very amiable 
charader, and a few years younger than Lee Boo^ they 
bad, during their voy{;ge to, and flay in China^ be- 
come mutually attached to each other, and meeting 
<^<T;}ih under the father's roof, their friendfljip was fiill 
more cemented j the young Prince looked on him as 

a bro* 
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a brother, and, in his leifure hours from the Acade- 
my, was happy to find in him a companion to con- 
verfe with, to exercife the throwing of the fpear, of 
partake in any innocent recreation. 

Boyaniy the Malay ^ whom the King had fent to at- 
tend on his fon, proving an unprincipled, di(honeft 
fellow, L/eeBoo was fo difguftcd at his conduct, that 
he intreated Captain Wilfon to fend him back to Suma^ 
ira Cwhich he had learned was the Malaf^ own coun- 
try) ; and Tom Rofe who had picked up a great deai 
of the Pclew language, having got to England^ he was 
engaged (from his tried fideKty) to fupply his place; 
an exchange which gave great fatisfadion to all 
parties. 

Captain Wilfon being now and then incommoded 
with fevere head-achs, which were fometimes relieved 
by lying down on the bed ; on thefe occafions the 
feelings of Lee Boo were ever alarmed. He appeared 
always unhappy, would creep up foftly to his protec- 
tor's chamber, and fit filent by his bedfide for a long 
time together, without moving, peeping gently from 
time to time between the curtains, to fee if he flept, 
or lay eafy. 

As the anecdotes of tWs finguhr youth are but 
fcanty, being all unfortunately limited to a very (hort 
period, I would unwillingly, in this place,, withhold 
one, where his own heart defcribed itfelu The Cap- 
tain having been all the morning in London^ after din- 
ner alked his fon if he had been ac fome place, he had, 

before 
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before he went to town, directed him to call af^ 
vrith a particular meffage ? The fact was, the two 
young friends had been amufing themfelves with 
throwing the fpear, and the bufxnefs had been totally 
forgotten. — Captaift Wil/on was hurt at the negleft, 
and told his fon it was very idle and carelefs ; this 
being fpoken in an impatient tone of voice, which 
Lcc Boo conceiving was a mark of anger in the fa- 
ther, flipt unobferved out of the parlour. The mat^ 
ter was inftantly forgotten, and fomething eUe talked 
of, when Lee Boo being nnfled, Harry Wil/on was fent 
to look after him, who finding him in a back room 
quite dejefted,' defired him to return to the family ; 
Lcc Boo took his young friend by the hand, and oa 
entering the parlour went up to the father, and lay- 
/ ing hold of his hand joined it with that of his fon, and 
preliing theai together, dropped over both thofe tear* 
of fenfsbility, which his affedionate heart could not 
on the occafion fupprefs. 

Captain Wil/on and the yoimg Prince dining with 
me early after his arrival, I was afking how he was 
a^Tvifted by painting ; on mentioning the fubjeft,Dr. 
Carfnichacl Smyih^ whom I had requeued ta meet this 
ftranger, wifhed me to bring a miniature of myfelf, 
that we might all thereby obferve if it ftruck him; 
he took it in his hand, and inftantly darting his eyes 
toward me, called out. Mi/far Keate — very nice^ verf 
goQiL — ^^rh J Captain then aflcing him, if he underftooil 
what it fig »:njd ? h: replied, Lee Boo uiidcr/aaiml 
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— that MiJ^er Keate die — this Mijfer Keate live. — A 
treatife on the utiKty and intent of portrait-painting 
could not have better defined the art than this little 
fentence. 

Mrs. Wilfon defiring Lee BoOy who was on the op- 
pofite fide of the table, to fend her fome cherries, per- 
ceiving that he was going to take them up with his 
fingers, jocofely noticed it to him, he inftantly refort- 
ed to a fpoon ; but, fenfible that he had difcovered a 
little unpolitenefs, his countenance was in a moment 
fuSufed with ablufli, that vifibly forced itfelf through 
bis dark complexion. 

A lady, who was of the party, being incommoded 
by the violent heat of the day, was nearly fainting, 
and obliged to leave the room ; this amiable youth 
feemed much didreiTed- at the acccident, and feeing 
her appear again when we were fummoned to tea, his 
enquiries and particular attention to her, as ftrongly 
marked his tendernefs, as it did his good-breeding. 

He was fond of riding in a coach beyond any other 
conveyance, becaufe, he faid, people could be carried 
where they wanted to go, and at the fame lim? fit and 
converfe together. He feemed particularly pleafed 
at going to church, and, though he could not com* 
prehend the fervice, yet he perfectly underftood the 
intent of it, and always behaved there with remarka- 
ble propriety and attention. 

Captain Wi!fonkc\>t him from going abroad, except 
to vifit friends, for the reafon already afligned, as alfq 

from 
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from another prudential confideration, that his mind 
might be tranquil, nor too much drawn off from the 
great obje^S in view, the attaining the language, which 
would enable him to comprehend fuUy every purpof- 
cd information, and to enjoy better whatever he 
ffiould then be (hewn. The river, the (hipping, and 
the bridges he was forcibly' ftruck with ; and he was^ 
feveral times taken to fee the guards exercifed and 
inarch in St, James* % park, a fight which gratified him 
much, every thing that was military greatly engaging 
his attention. To a young creature,^ fituated as he 
was, and ^hofe eye and mind were ever in queft of 
information, eircumftances perpetually occurred, that 
at the time interefted thofe who were about him, but 
\vhich ai pre/cnt would be trefpaflmg too much on the 
reader to mention. 

I went to fee him the morning zh^t Lunar4?% firll 
afcent in the balloon, not doubting but that I fliould 
have found liim to the greateft degree aftonilhed at 
an exhibinon which. had e;xcited fo much curiofity 
even amongft ourfelves ; but to my great furprize,it 
did not appear to have engaged him in the leaft. He 
faid, ke thought it a veryfoolijh thing tO' ride in the air 
like a bird^ ivken a man could travel fo mush more plea- 
fantly on horfeback or in a coach. — He was either not 
aware pf the difficulty or hazard of the enterprize^ 
or it is not improbable that a man flying tip through 
the clouds fufpended at a balloon, might have been 
ranked by him as a common occurrence, in a coun- 

trr 
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try which was perpetually fpreading before him fo 
many objeds of furprize* 

Whendver he had opportunities of feeing gardens, 
he was an attentive obferver of the plants and fruit- 
trees, would aik many queftions about them, and 
fay •when he returned home, he would take feeds of 
fuch as would live and ilourifh in Pelew ; talked fre* 
quendy of the things he ihould then perfuade the 
King to alter or adopt ; and appeared in viewing 
moft objefts to confider how far they, might be ren* 
dered ufeful to his own country. 

He was now proceeding with hafty fttides in gaining 
the Englijb language, and advancing fo rapidly with 
his pen, that he would probably in a fhort time have 
written a very fine hand, when he was overtaken by 
that very difeafe, which with fo much caution had 
been guarded againft. On the 1 6th of December 
he felt himfelf much indifpofed, and in a day or two 
after an eruption appeared all over him.^^Captain 
Wilfon called to inform me of his uneafinefs, and was 
then going to Dr. Carmichael Smytby to requeft he 
would fee him, apprehending that it might be tbe 
fmall-pox* 

Dr, Smyth^ with whofe profeffional abilities are 
united every accompHQiment of the fcholar and the 
gentleman, and whofe friendfhip i feel a pride in ac- 
knowledging myfelf long poffeffed of defired me to 
go with him to Rotherhithe. When he defcended 
from jL^v' Boo^s chamber (where he rather wiflied me 

Bb not 
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not to go^ he told the family that there was not ^ 
doubt with refpeft to the difeafe, and was forry ta 
add fwhat he thought it right to prepare them for) 
fhat the appearances^ were fuch as almoft totally pre- 
cluded the hope of a favourable termination ; but 
that he had ordered whatever the prefent moment 
required. Captain IVil/on earneftly folicited the con- 
tinuance, if poflible, of his vifits, and was affured 
that however inconvenient the diftance, he would 
daily attend the iflue of the diftemper. 

When I went the fecond day, I found Mr. Sharp 
there, a gentleman fo often mentioned in the fore- 
going narrative, who, bearing of his young friend's 
iHnefs, had come to aflifl Captain WilfoUj nor ever 
ftirred from the houfe, tiU poor Lee Boo had yielded 
to his fate. 

The Captain having never had the fmall-pox him- 
felf, was now precluded going into Lee Boo^s room> 
who, informed of the caufe, acquiefced in being de- 
prived of feeing him, ftiH continuing to be full of 
enquiries after his health, fearing he might catch the 
difeafe; but though Captain Wilfon complied with 
the requeft of his family in not going into the cham- 
ber, yet he never abfented himfelf from the houfe ; 
and Mr. Sharp conftantly took care that every direc- 
tion was duly attended to, and from him I received the 
account of our unlortunate young ftranger during his 
illness, which he bore with great firmnefs of mind, 
never refufing to take any thing that was ordered for 

him^ 
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him, when told that Dr. Smyth, to whofe opinion he 
paid the greateft deference, defired it. — Mrs. Wil/on 
happening to have fome indifpofition at this^' time, 
^^hich confined her to her bed, Lee Booy oh hearing of 
it, became impatient, faying, What, Mother ill! Lee 
Boo get up iofee her ; which he did, and would go 
to her apartment, to be fatisfied how fhe really was. 
On the Thurfday before his death, walking acroft 
the room, he looked at himfelf in the glafs (his face 
being then much fwelled and disfigured) ; he fhook 
his head^ and turned away, as if difgufted at his 
own appearance, and told Mr. Sharp that his father 
and mother much grieve, for they knew be was very 
Jtck ; this he repeated feveral times. — At night, grow- 
ing worfe, he appeared to think himfelf in danger; 
he took Mr. Sharp by the band, and, fixing his 
eyes ftedfeftly on hirrff ' with earneftncfs faid. Good 
friend, when you go f6' Pele^v, tell jibba Thulle that 
Lee Boo take much drink to make fmall-pcx go away, 
but he die -^-^that the Captain and Mother (meaning 
Miftrefs WilfonJ very kind-^all Englifii very good 
ffieji J — fiuas much forry he could mtfpeak to the King 
the number of fine things the Englifli had got — ^Then 
he Reckoned what had been given him as prcfents, 
.which he wiflied Mr. Sharp would diftribute, when 
he went back, among the Chiefs ; and requeued that 
very particular care might be taken of the blue glafs 
barrels on pedeftals, which he dlrefted fhould be 
given to the King. 

Bb 2 Poor 
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Poor Tom Rofe^ who flood at the foot of hia young 
mailer's bed^ was (lidding tears at hearing all this, 
which Lee Boo abferving, rebuked hini for his weak- 
hcfsy afking, Why Jhould be be crying, Jo becatffe Lee 
Boo die ? 

Whatever be felt, his fpirit was above complaming; 
andMrs. jyilfon*4 chamber being adjoining to hi^ own, 
he often called out to inquire if ibe.was better, al- 
ways adding, kil ihe might fuffer any difq^ietude on 
his account, Lee Boo da ivell^ Mt>tber. The fouJl-pox, 
which bad been out eight or nine days, not rifing, 
he began to feel bimfelf fmk, and told Mr. Sharp 
he 'u/as going away. Hift mind, however, remained 
perfe£lly clear and calm to the iail, though what be 
fuflfered in the latter part of his esUleQce was fevere 
indeed ; the (Irength of hisr conftitutiob fttuggled 
long and hard againft the Veaom of his diftemper, 
till exhaufled nature yielded ui^ the conteft. 

Dr. Smyth had the goodnefs, every day on his re- 
turn from Rotherhithe^ to inform me of the ftate 
of his patient, but never gave me any hope of his 
recovery. Being under an engagement, with my 
family, to pa& a week at the houfe of my friend, 
Mr. Brook Wat/on^ at Sheen^ (who was equally anxi- 
ous and alarmed as ourfelves for this amiable young 
man) I requefted the Dofkor would have the good- 
nefs to continue to me his information. — ^The fecond 
day after I left town, I received the intelligence of his 
death, which deeply aflfc6led us all.-— I cannot give 

an 
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an account of this melancholy event fo welt as by 
tranfcribing Dr, Smyth* s letter, by which it was con- 
veyed to me. 

Monday, Dec. 27, 1784. 
My Dear Sir^ 

It is an unpleafant ta(k for me to be the herald of 
bad news, yet, according to my promife, I muft in* 
form you of the fate of poor Lee Boo^ who died this 
morning without a groan, the vigour of his mind 
and body refifting to the very laft. — ^Yefterday, the 
fecondary fever coming on, he was feized with a 
fliivering fit, fucceeded by head-ach, violent palpita- 
tion of the heart, anxiety, and difficult breathing ; 
he again ufed the warm bath, which, as formerly, 
afforded him a temporary relief; he had a blifter 
put on his back, which was as in^ffedual as thofe 
applied to his legs. He expreffed all his feelings to 
me, i n the moft forcible and pathetic manner, put 
my hand upon his heart, leant his head on my arih, 
und explained his uneafinefs inbreathing ; but when 
I was gone he complained no more, ihewing that he 
complained with a view to be relieved, not to be 
pitied. — ^In fliort, living or dying be has given me 
a leffon which I fliall never forget ; and furely, for 
patience and fortitude, he was an example worthy 
the imitation of a Stoic ! — I did not fee Captain Wilfon 
when I called this morning, but the maid-fervant 
was in tears, and every perfon in the family wore 
the face of grief; poor Le^ Boo*s affedionate tem- 
per. 
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per made evtry one lcK)k upon him as a brother or 
a child. — Complinients to the ladies, and to Mr. 
Wat/on; who, I make no doubt, will all join in re- 
gretting the untimely end of our poor Prince. — ^From 
you, my friend, fomething more will be expefted; 
and, though you cannot biing him back to life, you 
arc called upon (particularly confidering his great at-^ 
tfichn[ient to you) not to let the memory of fo much 
virtue pafs awzjy unrecordedi— -But I am interrupted 
in thefe melancholy refleftions, apd have. only time 
to affure you of Cwhat will never pafs away but with 
myfelf) the fincere friendfhip of your affeftionate, &c, 

JA« CARMICHAEL SMYTH, 



Captain IVil/hn notified to the India Houfe the un* 
fortunate death of this young man; and received 
orders to conduft every thing with proper decency 
refpefting his funeral. He was interred in Rotberr 
hit he church yard, the Captain and his brother at- 
tending. All the young people of the Academy 
joined in thi^ teflimony of regard ; and the concourfe 
of people at the church was fo great, that it appear- 
ed as if the whole parifli had aflembled to join in 
feeing the laft ceremonies paid to one who was fo 
much beloved by all who had known him in it. 

The india Company^ foon after, ordered a tomb to 
be ereded over his grave, with the following infcrip- 
tion, which I have tranfcribed from it : 

To 
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To the Memory 

of Prince Lee Boo, 

A native of the Pelew, or Palos Iflands ; 

and Son to Abba Thujlle, Rupack or King 

of the Ifland Coorooraa ; 

who departed this Life on the 127th of December 1 784, 

aged 20 Years; 

This Stone is infcribed 

by the Honourable United East Inpia Company, 

ZS a Teftimony of Efteem for the humane and kind 

Treatment afforded by his Father to the 

Crew of their Ship the Antelope, 

Captain Wilson, which was 

wrecked off that Ifland in 

the Night of the 9th of Augufl i783. 



Stop, Reader, ftop ! — let Nature claim a Tear- 
A Prince of Miney Lee Boo, lies bury*d here. 



Among 
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Amojig the little property which he left behind, 
befide what he had particularly requefted Mr. Sharp 
to convey to his father and friends, there were 
found, after his death, the fiones or feeds of mod 
of the fruits he had tafted in England^ carefully and 
feparately put up. — And when one coiifiders that 
his ft ay with us was but five months and twelve 
days, we find, that in the midft of the wild field of 
novelty that encompafled him, he had not been ne* 
gleftfui of ths^t which, bj^fore his : departure firom 
Pelewj had been probably pointed out to him as a 
principal matter of attention. 

From thefe trifling anecdotes of this amiable youth, 
cut off" in the moment that his character began to 
blofTom, what hopes might not have been entertain- 
ed of the future fruit fuch. a plant would have pro- 
duced I-JIe had both ardour and talents for im- 
provement, and every gentle quality of the heart to 
make himfelf beloved j fo that, . fts far as the dim 
fight of mortals is permitted to penetrate, he might, 
had his days been lengthened, have carried back to 
his own country — rnot jche vices of a new world — ^but 
thofe foUd advantages which his own good fenfe 
would have fuggefted, as likely to become moft ufe- 
ful to it. 

But — how carry back ? — ^That event depended not 
on himfelf;— a naked, confiding {ij^^Xig^x — he trufted 
implicitly to others, and left the prote<^ijig armis of 
51 father without apprehenfion-^-without ftipulation. 

—The 
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—The evening before the Oroolong failed, the King 
afked Captain IVilfon^ how long it ipight be before 
his return to Pelew ? and being told, that it would 
probably be about thirty moons, or might chance to 
extend to fix more, Jbha ThuUe drew from bis 
balkct a piece of Line^ and,, after making thirty knots 
on it, a little diftance from each other, left a long 
fpace, and then adding fix others, carefully put it by. 

As the flow \}Mt furc fteps of Time have been 

» 

mpving onward, the Reader'simagipation will figure 
the anxious parent reforting to this cherifbed re- 
anembrancer, and V^ith joy untying the earlier re- 
cords of each elapfing. period ;~as he fees him ad- 
vancing on his /./w^,. he will conceive that joy re» 
doubled; — and, when nearly approaching to the 
ihirtietb knot, almoft accufing the planet of the 
flight for paifing fo tardily away. 

When verging towards the termination of his 
latcjl reckoning, he will then pidure his mind glow- 
ing with paternal jifFeftion, occafionally alarmed by 
doubt — ^yet dill buoyed up by hope ;~he will fancy 
him pacing inqviifitively the fea:'-ihore,.and often com- 
manding his people to afcend every I'ocky height, 
and glance their eyes along the level line of the hori* 
zon which bounds the furrounding ocean, to fee if 
haply it might not in feme part be broken by the 
diflant appearance of a returning fail. 

Laftly, he will view the good uibba ThuUc^ wearied 
put by that expectation, which fo many returning 

moons. 
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moons, fmce his reckoning eeafed^ have by this time 
taught him he had nouriflied in vain. — But the Rea- 
der will bring him back to his remembrance, as 
armed with that unfliaken fortitude that was equal 
to the trials of varying life. — ^He will not in him^ as 
in lefs manly fpirits, fee the paflions ruOiing into op- 
pofite exti ernes — Hope turned to Defpair-^Affeilion 
converted to Haired. — ^No— After fome allowance 
for their natural fermentation, he will fuppofe them 
all placidly fubfiding into the Calm of Refignation ! — 

Should this not be abfolutelv the cafe of our 
friendly King — as the human mind is far more pain- 
ed by uncertainty than a knowledge of the worft-^ 
every reader will lament, he (hould to this moment 
remain ignorant, that his long-looked for Son can 
return no more. 

At Rome^ the life of one citizen faved, gave a 
claim to the civic wreath— At Pelew^ fo many of 
cur countrymen refcued from diftrefs, and by Abba 
Thulle^s protedion and benevolence, not only faved 
from inevitable deftruftion, but enabled to re- 
turn in fafety to their families and friends, hath fure 
a ftronger claim to a wreath froni Britijh Gratitude / 
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VOCABULARY 
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P E L E W. 


ENGLISH. 


Arracat - * 


A' man. 


Ariheil 


- A woman. 


Nalakell - 


A child. 


Rupack 


- A Chief, or title of rank, 

■ 


Cattam 


A father. 


Catheil - 


A mother. 


Morwakell 


A wife. 


Talacoy 


- A male infant, 


Sucalic 


A friend. 


Takelby - - 


. A workman, or artificer. 


Bothelutb 


'I'he head. 

• 


Ungelell 


The teeth. 


Kimath - 


The arms. 


Kalakalath 


The body, 


Arrajfack - - 


Blood, 




Orodfock 
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P E L E W. 


ENGLISH. 


Oroofock 


Bones* 


Toot 


r A woman's breafts. 


Cokeetb 


The thighs. 


Playe 


A dwelling-houfe. 


Pye ^ 


A public ihall, or large houfc* 


Morahalovf 


* A town. 


P^eray ♦ 


' Home, a Tnaa's tlwelliiig. 


Trir 


- A fpoont 


Oylefs 


^ A itnife. 


Pezvell 


A cup. 


£>uall 


A bc^fon. 


Tawr 


. Plates, or, dilhee. 


Koluck 


. Oil. 


Aleuifs 


- Cocoa-nutSt 


Cocow r 


Yams. 


Cofall 


• Turmeric* 


Pook 


- Beetle-nut. 


Curra Curra 


- Lemon, 


Too r 


Plantains or bananas. 


Caboo t 


r Cabbage ; u e. the hpad of tho 


^ 


cabbage-treet 


JEloUth m 


- Moloffes. 


Outh 


- A torch •. 




Katt 



• As the torches at Pblew hare been frequently mentioned, 
and by accident omitted in their proper place, Imuft notice them 
here todcfcriBe them — On being analyfed", they appear to be a 

Jlcfin mixed with fmall pieces of wood ^Thi? Rcfiq is probably 

the 



THE PELEW LANGUAGE. 



3fi> 



PELEW. 


ENGLISH. 


Katt 


Smoke* ' 


Karr 


Fire. 


Cattow 


A cat* 


Pyaap 
Cokall * 


A rat. 
An ifland. 


Paaihe 


A rock. 


Colocol 


^ A fand, or ihoal, in the fesu 


Cootoom 


Earth or land fit for cultivatiom 


Arral 

■ 


Frefli water. 


Garagar 
Atbagell 
Meyrooke 
LilU 
A Hell 


- Wood; i.e. trees. 

- Bamboo. 
Rattans* 
Spears or darts. 

i^ A leaf of a tree, bufh, or plant* 


Mallaeye 
Coybattle - 
rar/e .. 
Peeforfe 
Difoma 


A canoe, or boat. 
A maft. 
. A faih 
A paddle, or oar. 
I'he bottom piece of the out- 


* 

Beefakell 


rigger. 
The ihell ornaments of the ca- 



noies. 

tbc exudation of fome tree; but it is unccrtaiiiy whether the wood 
is fmall bits of bark, which inevitably, in fcraping it off, mix with 
the Refin, or whether they are purpofely joined with it to fupply 
the place of a wick, and reader it lefs liable to run and diflblvf 
hadily like a (lick of wax. They have long leaves twined and 
tied round them, to prevent their flicking to the hand. — ^When 
lighted, they afford an agreeable fmeU. 

Gill 
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P E L E W- 


E N G L I S H, 


Gill 


A rope. 


Cray 


. Small line, or cord. 


Ougutb 


A fifliing-net. 


Poop 


Fifhing-pots, or balkets, made of 




Tplit bamboo*. - 


Thoup 


. The fea. 


Neekell 


Filh. 


Cumatbuck Neekell 


Fifli-fcales. 


Arool 


Skaite, or large flat-fHh* 


Cojfacurra 


1 Tie common r oclde. 




Ditto; the flutings of this 


Kerthougb 


cockle-fliell are circular, not 




radiated. 


Kim 


Kima-cockle. 


Kiffuruck 


The mother of pearl fhell. 


Aawell 


. Turtle. 


Craahrutell 


Cray-filh, or lobfter. 


Cockiyoou 


Birds. 


Cyep 


Pigeons- 


Malk 


A fowl. 


Dooibuck 


The tropic-tird. 


Oleek 


Large bat, or flying-foi. 


Nie/e 


Eggs. 


Bujhook 


Feathers, or quills* 


Sweebuc - .. 


To fly. 


Mungeegy 


To fwim, * 



Coyofi 
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PELEW. 


ENGLISH. 


Coyofs 


The fun* 


ails 


'I'o be fun-burnt, or bliftered. 


Pooyer 


• The moon. 


Abbthduk 


Stars* 


Meejixs 


Seven ftars, or Pleiades. 


Tangle 


Sky. 


Tabbath 


Clouds. 


Koyyoou 


. Wind. 


Kait akait 


Fog, hazy or thick weather \ /. e* 




literally fmoky. 


Kull . * 


Rain. 


Kull akoyyoou - 


Wind and rain, a fqualL 


Myoofook 


Little wind, or a calm. 


Coreowe 


Lightning. 


ThdrUm 


Thunder. 


Pajfapafoo 


Repeated claps of thunder. 


Efaw 


Rainbow. 


Cocook 


Day. 


Ojfmcthellaa 


Mid day, or noon. 


Cotharaa irioook - 


Afternoon, or evening. 


Cappafay 


Night. 


Olongkalla allakaih 


• Day-light, or dawn. 


Melgull 


Darknefs. 


Peeleeluratfle . - 


Morning, or fun -rife. 


Coteookell acoyofs - 


. Sunfet. 




C'Jilh^ 



37^ 



A VOCABULARY OF 



P E L E W. 


E N G L I S H, 


Coliho coyofs 


Yefterday. 


Mogall 


Burning hot. 


Macrajfem 


Cold. 


Mathrabith 


Hunger. 


Munga 


To eat. 


Melim 


'lb drink. 


Meeihinggifs 


'lb be fatisfied with eating. 


Thomor acocook 


Breakfaft. 

• 


Weetacallell acoyofs 


Dinner. 


Comofoy 


Supper. 


Miffeeowe 


'lb cook, to drefs^ viftuals. 


Moringough 


To broil viduals. 


Meeake 


A fweetnieat made^ of almonds 




and molofTes. 


Sopofufi 


A fweetmeat madeof a fmall root 




like a turnip. 


Kalpatt 


A fweet pudding made of boiled 


« 


yams and molofTes. 


Woolell 


A fweetmeat made of fcraped co- 




coa-nuts and mololTes. 


Mathingaa 


Mouldy. 


Mokoot 


Rotten. 


Riamall 


The wild bread-fruit. 


Kuthull 


The Jamboo apple* 


Othough 


Beads. 


Clootie 


' To cough. 




Ognofs 
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PELEW. 

Ognofs 

Suampepak 

Gurragur 

Maim 

Puckirfoogel 



Cootbttng 
Tbingaringer 



Motur 
Merengell 

JEllmangle 
Adapta 

Parr 
Mocpat 
Peekeeifs 
Moraile 

Arramoorooi 

Mooboo 

Cockamew 

Somtbocar 



ENGLISH. 

To fneeze. 
> To be pleafed, or glad. 
To laugh. 

- To play, to toy. 
To deceive, to fpeak or ad m 

joke, or doubtfully. 
Wife, or cunning— as Cootbung 
arracatj a wife man* 

- IFoolilh, or a fool — ^as Thinga'- 

ringer artbeil^ a foolifli wo» 
man. 

■ 

To be ,angry. 
To be in pain. 
To cry: 

To lay down to fleep, /• e. to go 
to reft. 

- A mat to ileep on. 
To fleep. 

• To awake from fleep. 

To walk, 
. To run, or make haftc. 
To fall down. 
To take care, i. e. not to flip or 

fall in walking. 
To arife from where you are fit- 
ting, to move out of that 
place. 

C c Amuno 
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P E L E W, 


ENGLISH. 


Amuno -f 


Come in, /. e. come into a boufe, 




(an invitation or requeft.) 


Bomgeeaye ^ 


Sit down. 


Poreowe • 


To ftoop down. 


JCoomacarr, ^ 


To exchange, to barter, to pve 




one thing for another. 


Isolocey ^ 


To talk. 


Moraamaw 


To cheer, to huzza. 


Arrab 


Xp call to a perfon at a difbincei 




as halloo ! 


Mora mey - 


Com^ to ine. 


Mathack 


Don't be afraid. 


Ongeelatrecoy 


Means that a thing or bufmefe is 




well done. 


^ungou 


Jo fetch, tQ bring fometbing 




wanted. 


Kiboieleck r, 


The right fide. 


Kibotelem 


The left fide. 


Annabookeeib 


• To give any thing, to inake \ 




prefent. 


Ackmetback - 


Thank you. 


Atalell 


What is the name ? 


Aygaa - 


This thing, or that things 


Kitra • * 


What is it called ? 


^wallow 


A mat baiket. 


Calas 


A fmall ditto. 




Kiffi^ 
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P E L E W* 
Kiffkem 

Sous 0» 

Caruti ^ 

Mukkow 

Malapall « 

Mooreollow • 
Mootteetur 
Meeleemoth * 

Morofoock * 

Mqfaketh 

Mathiethy 

Mara/am 

Bomgeetee 

Meeleekotuck 

Aclaloo 

Mokamat 
Cocuatb - 
Umkarr 



ENGLISH. 

An adze or hatchet, made of 
fhelL 

• Signifies a file made of fiib^ 
ikin. 

The drefs worn by the .wo* 

men. 
^ To wa(h any thing, or them- 

felves. 
To wa(h or wipe the hand after 

eating. 
To clean, to fweep a room. 
To work, or labour. 
» To throw water out of a boat or 

veiTel. 
To beat, as with a hammer, or 

to pound, as in a mortar. 
To reduce, to make lefs. 

• To enlarge, to make bigger. 
To repair, to mend any thing. 
To throw any thing away. 

• To ftrike, to give a blow. 
- To pilfer, to take any thing 

flily. 
War, to fight. 
Fighting as children. 
Wounded, 

C c a Umiarra 
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P E L E W. 


ENGLISH. 


Ifmkarra Wis 


. A wound made by a fpear. 


Maihee 


- Killed: 


Maathey 


Dead* 


Moraick 


Sick. 


Thoo 


A bile or blotch. 


Moringell 


To be in pain from a bile or 




blotch. 

• 


Macekathe 


To itch. 


Melgoth 


To tattoo or mark the body and 




limbs. 


Prothdbuck 


Their wooden fword. 5^^ Plate 




ILJlg. u 


Clowe 


Large. 


Owmuckell 


A thing of a middling fize. 


Kickaray 


SmalL 


Koomangle 


Long. 


Cathep 


Short. 


Merow 


A meafure, anfwering to ouf 




fathom. 


Croyeetb 


A great diftance. 


Jcmatbe 


A (hort diftance. 


Peepack 


A great many, abundance. 


Sola J Sola 


Enough, plenty, generally Ipoke 




twice ; as Sola^ Sola^ enough. 




enough. 


JAoofefs 


Too much of any thing. 


* 


Moofefs 



THE PELEW LANGtJAGE. 



375 



PELEW. 


ENGLISH. 


Moofe/M akojjou - 


Too high a wind. 


Aaa 


Yes. 


Deak 


No. 


Naak 


- Me, myfelf. 


Kow 


- You. 


Arrabeefa 


The other fiide of any thing. 


Oleeakeck 


High, or above. 


Oleeakem 


Low, or downwards. 


Mungeet 


Not good. 


Weel 


• Good. 


Weel atrecty 


Very good. 


Mogull 


- Bad, or difpleafing. 


Omacarew 


To turn or tack, as a Chip xsl 




boat. 


yoomgthcatooatt - 


• To caulk, or flop a leak. 


jfoomgib 


Their oakum, made of cocoa- 




nut hulks. 


Debufs 


- To defert or forfake a place or 




perfon. 


Moraketh 


Means for a perfon to go before 




to fome place. 


Maoutb 


Means that you will follow and 




join them. 


Ago mej • 


- Means go away, or out of my 




fight, being dilpleafed with 


» 


the 
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PELE W- 



Deakatick 



E N G L I S H* 

the perfon to whom it h 
fpoke. 
A diflike of what is offered you, 
ot declaration that you will 
not accept it. 



Onged^ 


It will do, it is very well. 


Qtdmey 


Give me that thing near you^ or 




in your hand. 


Deegaa 


I have not what is aiked for. 


Morakattow 


Go away, fla^d afide, keep at a 




diftance* 


Mey 


Come« 


Pomfay 


. To go away. 


Calakaa 


Prefently. 


Mayfackarangatb 


Give me that. 


Ley mey 


Bring me that. 


Meematbijfa 


Let me look at it. 


Mijfak 


To look out, to efpy. 


Mercacrick 


'lb fearch, to look for a thing 


\ 


loft. 


Myyufs 


To paddle a canoe. 


Lagoorutb 


To paddle faft. 


Arreey Arree 


Signifies to, the men in theca* 


t 


noes to exert themfelves. 


Morru 


'I'o hinder work, to impede it. 


Calem 


To give a portion of provifion to 




each Chief or family at a feaft. 




Arrack 
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ENGLISH. 


Arrack * 


. To ftop* 


Meefoof - 


p To make obeifance, to ftoop to 




a Chief. 


Meetblp . 


Broke like a ftick or piece of 




wood, purpofely* 


Moor^okem P 


3roke like a piece of pottery or 




fhell, falling to the ground. 




amdentally* 


Melocketb ^ 


Broke like a rope by tealioiL 


Arrafook * 


A white ftone. 


Corei^k • 


^ Red. 


Kowfe - 


White. 


Kafs * ^ 


r Blackt 


Coteetow ^ 


. Blue. 


Meelemow 


Green. 

• 


Koothoo ^ 

9 


Yellow/ 


Careereeack 


Brown^ 


Tbeilmuck 


Peace^ 


Tang 


One* 


Oroo 


Two. 


Oihey * ^ 


Three, 


Oang • 


Four. 


^^S^»l m 


Five, 


Malong 


- Six. 


Owetb m 


Seven. 



Tei 



Eight. 



Zteat 



37? 



A VOCABULARY,&c. 



P E L E W. 


E.N G LI S IC 


Etew 


Nine. 


Mackoib 


T<!n. 


Oloyuck 


. Twenty^ 


Ockatbey 


Thirty. 


Ockawaugb 


FOTty. 


Ockeem 


. Fifty. 


Octgollm * 


Sixty^ 


Ockgweetb- 


Seventy. 


Qckeye ^ 


Eigtity. 


Ockaiuew 


. Ninety. 


Mackab adart » 


A-hundrecL 



r • I N I s. 
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cofifijling often Volumes ^ the two lafi are new. In the ninth Vohsme 
the Author treats of the original Settlement andprefent State of Pefin'^ 
fdyamay Maryland^ Firginiay Carolina^ Georgia, and Florida* — 
This Volume likewi/e contains a general View of the Natural HiC 
tory of North America, with RefieBions on its prefent State wttb 
re^B to Population, Manners, and Commeree^ ^^fi RefieBkn^ 
ifOroduce a Series of Qbfervatiofu gn th^ late inter e Ring Revolution 
in America^ 

]i An Historical and Critical Review of the Civil 
Wars in Ireland, from the Reign of Queen Elizabeth to 
the Settlement under King William, with the State of the 
Irifh Catholics from that Settlement to the Relaxation of the 
Popery Laws in the Year 1778 ; by John Curry^ M.D. with 
a Life of the Author, by C. O'Connor, Efq; 2 Vols. 8vo. 13/. 

For an Account of this Work, pe Cfitic^il Jfleviewfor March 1 787. 

12 Monasticon Hibernicum, or an Hiftory of die Abbies, 
Priories, and other Jleligious Houfes in Ireland, interfperfed 
with Memoirs of their feveral Founders, {5V. to the Time 
of their final SupprefTion : likewife an Account of the Man- 
ner in which the vaftPofTeffions belonging tothofc Foundations 
were difpofed of, and the prefent State of dteir Ruinsj bjr 
Mervin Archdall, A.Mf 4to* iL lo/* 4^ 

13 Historical Tracts, confiftinR of a Difcovcry of the true 
"Caufe why Ireland was never brou^t under (%edience of the 

Crown of England — A Letter to the Earl of Salisbury on the 
State of Ireland in 1 6Q7 — ^A l^etter to the Earl of Sahftury in 

1610 : 
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t6to : giving an Account of the Plantation in Ulfter.-'^A 
Speech to the hotd Deputy in 1613) tracing fhe ancient Con- 
ftitution of Ireland* By oir John Davies. To which is pre* 
fixed^ a new Life of the Audior, 8to. 5/. gd. 

14 Collectanea db Rebus Hibernicisi or^ Ttzets re- 
Jatiye to the Hiftory and Antiquities of Ireland, f complete J 
4 Vols, large 8vo. with a Number of Maps and other £n« 
grarings, a/. 3/. 4^. fin Boards) 

CO Tbi folhwing ore fime of the Tta&s contained in the 4 Folf* 

t. A Defcribcion of the County of 
Weftmeath, by Sir H. Piers, Bart. 

II. A Letter from Sir John Danes 
to the Earl of S^tliftmry. 

III. Archbiiliop Ufher, of Corbes, 
Ereaachs and Termon Lands. 

IV. A Diflertation on the anttent 
Irifb Laws, or national Cuftoms, 
called GaveUkind and Thaniftry. 

V. Part of the antient Brehon Laws 
of Ireland. 

VL Of the Literature of the Irifli 
Nation in Heatheniih Times, and 
after the Eflabliihmcnt of Chrif- 
tianity. 

V II. GaveUla w of the Irifti explain- 
ed. 

VIII. An Enqiury into the firft In- 
habitants of Ireland. 

IX. An Eflay on the Study of Iriih 
Antiquities. 



X. Diflertatien on the Round Tow« 
en. 

XI. Memoirs of Dunaxnafe, and 
Shean Caftle in the G^ueen's Co. 

XII. Of the Origia and Language 
of the Irifh, and of the Learning 
of the Druids. 

XIII. An Eday on the Antiquity of 
the Iri(h Language. 

XIV. The Hiflorr and Antiquities 
. of Iriihtown ana Kilkenny. 

XV. Reflexions on the Hiilory cf 
Ireland, 

XVI. The Antient Topography of 
Ireland. 

XVII. A Vindication of the An. 
tient HiAory of Ireland. By Co« 
lonel Vallaucey, Charles 0*Con« 
nor, pfqs Rev. Edward Ledwjcb, 
L. L. D. and William Beauford, 
A.M. &c. 



15 Volnet's Travels through Syria and Egypt, in the 
Years 1783, 1784, and 1785 $ containing the prefent Natu- 
ral and Political State of thofe Countries, their ProduAions^ 
Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce ; with Obfervations on 
the Manners, Cuftoms^ and Government of the Turks and 
Arabs. 8vo. 7/. 'jd. 

16 Savart*8 Letters on Egypt, with a ParaUel between 
the Manners of its Antient and Modern Inhabitants, the pre- 
fent State, the Commerce, the Agriculture, and Government 
of that Country, with Plates, 2 Vols. 8vo. 13/. 

17 Savary's Letters on Greece, being a Sequel to Let- 
ters on Egypt, and containing Travels through Rhodes, Crete, 
and other Iflands of the Archipelago ; with comparative Re- 
marks on their antient and prefent State, and Obiervations on 
the Government, Chara£ler, and Manners of the Turks and 
Modem Greeks. 8vo. 6s, 6d. 

18 History 
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18 HisTORT of the Campaigns of 1780 and 1781, in the 
Southern Provinces of North America, by Lieutenant G>lonel 
Tarleton, 8vo. 6/. 6d. 

19 Cox's Travels into Poland, Russia, Sweden, and 
Denmark, 3 Vols. 8vo. ipj. 6d. 

20 Swinburne's Travels in the Two Sicilies in 1777* 
1778, 1779, and 1780, 2 Vols. 8vo. 13J. 

CJ* The fecond Volume may he had feparate. 

ai Cook's Voyage towards the South Pole and round the 
World, in the Years 1772, 1773, i774> and 1775, ^ Vols. 
8vo, 13/. 

22 Cook's Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, undertaken by 
the Command of his Majefty, for making Difcoveries in the 
Northern Hemifpherc, in the Years 1776, 1777, 1778, 1779, 
and 1 780, continued ifrom the Time oJF Captain Cook's Death, 
by Captain James King, with all the Charts contained in the* 
London Edit, 3 Vols. 8vo. i/. 6s. 

23 Dr. Kippis's Life of Captain James Cook, 8vo. 6/. 6d. 

24 Forster's HxsTORY of thc VoYAGEs and Discoveries 
made in the North, with a new and original Map of the 
Countries fituated about the North Pole, Svo. 7/. 7^. 

C> The Tranflator in his Preface to this Work, fays, '« that it 
bears a Jirong AJjinity to that of the juftiy admired Hiftory of tbt 
European Settlements of the Abbe Raynal" 

25 Sp ARM An's Voyage to the Cape of Good Hope, towards 
the Antarftic Polar Circle, and round the World, from thc 
Year 1772 to 1776, 2 Vols. 8vo. with Cuts. 13/. 

26 Pennant's Tour in Scotland, 2 Vols. los. lod. 

27 Pennant's Journey from Chester to London, Svo. 
6s, 6d. 

28 Young's Tour in Ireland, with general Obfervations on 
the State of that Kingdom, made in the Years 1776, 1777, 
1778, and brought down to the Year 1779, 2 Vols. Svo. 13/. 

29 Letters to and from the late Doctor Johnson ; to 
which are added, fome Poems sever before printed, publifhed 
by Mrs. Piozzi, 8vo. 7J-. 7^. 

30 Sir 
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JO Sir John Hawkin's Life of Dr, Samuel Johnson, 
. 8vo, 6s. 6d. 

31 Peter Pindar's Works, (complete); to which arc pre- 
fixed, Memoirs and Anecdotes of the Author, 8vo. 7/. 7^. 

32 Remarks concerning the Government and Laws of 
the United States of America^ from the French of the 
Abbe de Mably, 8vo. 4s, /\J. 

33 Dr. Price on the Importance of the American Revo- 
lution, Sy o, fe'wed, 2s. Bhd. 

34 Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, by 
Hugh Blair, />.£). 3 Vols. ipx. 6d' 

35 The Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy, 
by William Paley, ^. Af. (the ^ti Edition J 8vo. 7/. ^d. ' 

36 Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man, by 
Thomas Reid, D. Z). 2 Vols. 8vo. 13X. 

0:5' <* Tie Author difcovers a Knowledge of the Operations of Use 
human Mind that mujl have been the Refult of long and ajfiduous 
Study and RefleElion, The DoElrines are flated with a Degree of 
Accuracy and Perfpicuity that is feldom to be tnet with in Works of 
this Nature ; and emhelli/bed by Illufrations well chofen^ and fre» 
quently entertaining, The Opinions of others are diJlinBly and fairly 
Jtatedf andf when they differ from thofe embraced by himfelf Ins Ob' 
jeilions are prefented with much Acutenefs and Penetration ; but at 
the fame Time with Temper and Candour y and often with Pleafantry 
and good Humour, He has been equally fuccefsful in thro'ujing a clear 
Light upon the feveral Branches cf his SubjeB^ and in difftpating 
thofe Clouds in which they had been involved by the groundlefs Theories 
and ConjeBures of fome ingenious Men, By efablifbing the Know^ 
ledge of the Mind upon fixed and felf-evident Principles ^fimilar to thofe 
which Natural Philofophy ORves its prefent amazing Progrcfs^ he has 
done a great and important Service to Science ^ ivhich will probably 
be attended with valuable EffeSls ; and he has pointed out the proper 
Means of oppoftng the Attempts of Sceptifm, The Operations of the 
human Undemanding were never more diftinBly explained than they 
are in this Treatife ; and no farther Recommendation is neceffary to 
to thofe whot think that * The proper Study of Mankind is Alan J 

** We conftder thefe EJfays as forming a Syftem of eminent Merit 
with Regard to the Operation of the human Under/lafiding ; and 
we have m doubt but that the new Views which are here laid open, 
will occqfton a conftderable Revolution in the Philofophy of Mind^ — 
Monthly Review. 

37 Smith'^ 
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37 Smith's En^jtirt into the Nature and Caufes of tbt 

Wealth of Nations, ( the ^h Edition ) 2 Vols* 14/. \d. 

38 A Treatise on the Culture of the Pine Apple, and Manage^ 
mcnt of the Hot-Houfe. Together with a Defcription of every 
Species of Infe^i that infeft Hot-Houfes, with effectual Me- 
thods of deftroying them. By William Speechley. To which 
is addedy a Method to preferve Peach and Ne£larine Trees 
from Mildew, isfc. By Robert Brown, 8vo. hoards^ 6s. 6d. 

39 An Essay relating to AcRjcuLTyRE and Rural Af- 
fairs, by James Anderfon, 2 Vols. 21 Plates. lo/. to^. 

40 OBSERVATION) on the Means of exciting a Spirit of 
National Industry; chiefly intended to promote the^ 
Agriculture, Commerce^ Manufa<^ures and Fifheries of Scot- 
land. In a Series of Letters to a Friend ; written in the Yeat 
1775. By James Anderfon, 2 Vols. 8vo. los, lod* 

41 An Account of the prefent State^of the Hebriors and 
Western Coasts of Scotland ; in which an Attempt 
is made to explain the Circumilances that have hitherto rcpref* 
fed the Induftry of the Natives ; and fome Hints are fuggefted 
for encouraging the Fi(heries, and promoting other Improve^ 
xnpnts in thefe Countries. By James Anderfon, L. L. D. 
8vo. is. ihd. 

42 Reflections on the Study of Nature, and a Diffisr- 
tation on the Sexes of Plants, tranflated from the Latin of 
Linnxus, 2/. 2d. fewed. 

Cy For an Account of tkefc very curious TraHs, fee Mondily 
Review. 

43 Evidences of the Christian Religion, briefly and 
plainly dated, by James Beattie, L. L, D. 3/. 3J. 

44 Addresses to the Deity, by James Fordyce, DJ). 2s.%hdL 

45 Sermons on different Subjects, by Jolrn Jortin, D. D. 
4 Vols. i/. 6s. 

46 Sermons preached before the ITniverfity of Oxford, in the 
Year 1784, by Jofeph White, B.D. 5/. ^i. 

CO" The Critique on this Work in the Monthly Review for 
June and July 1785, concludes as follows : Frtmi the general Flew 
lOe have taken of the Subjects difcujfed in thfe DifonrfeSy and from 
the partiatlar Pajfages which we have quoted from them^ mr Readers 
will he induced to give us Credit for the Sincerity and fuflnefi of our 
Praife. Mr. JV's Work is indeed accommodated to Chrifiians of every 
Seel, and to Scholars of every CJafs. The Philofopher will be infiruSed 

h 
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by the Depth of its Refearches^ and the Infidel nvtU he often Jtaggered 
by the Force of its Reafoning. The Man of Curioftty will be de^ 
lighted at the Stores of rare and recondit Information which it lays 
open^ and the Man of Taje will be captivated with the various and 
Jhining Beauties which adorn its Style.*' 

47 A New Abridgement of the Law, by Matthew Bacon 
of the Middle Temple, Efqj 5 Vols* wyal 8vo. 3/. i u. 6d. * 
tsy <* The Method and Diviftons of this jibrideement differ from 

thofe adopted in all the Abridgements before pubVfhed : it contains 
many valuable Treaiifes upon the tnoft important SubjeBs of the Law. 
executed in a very perfpicuous and maflerly Manner y the Author of 
the former Part having^ as it is commonly believed^ had the AJifiance 
offome Paper of the late Chief Baron Gilberts."— Sec Blackftone's 
Commentary, B. II. C. 20. 

48 Comyn's Digest of the Laws of England, continued 
down to the prefent Time, by a Gentleman of the Inner Tem- 
ple, 5 Vols. 8vo, (royal) 3/. 5/. 

^ Mr. Hargrave, in Notes on Coke, Lit. 17. a. obferves 
" That the whole of Lord Chief Baron Comyr^s Work is equalll 
remarkable for its great Variety of Matter, its compendious and ac^ 
curate Exprefjlon, and the Excellence of its methodical Dijribution - 
but that the Pleader feems to have been the Author^ s favourite one. 

49 Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Court of 
King's Bench, from the twcnty-fixth Year of George III 

' 7f ^i !? ^tf twcnty-fixA of George DL 1 786. By Dunford 
and £aft, Barnfters at Law. 

50 Sheppard's Common Assurances ; or a plain and fami- 
liar Trcatife of Common Affurances, or Conveyar ccs. A new 
Edition, revifed and correfted, with large Notes and add tionar 
References, by Edward Hillard, Efqj and a coi ioud Ind -x 
by Mr. Pigot, Author of the celebrated Treatife of Recoveries' 
8vo. 13/. . * * 

0* " This excellent Work is f aid to have been compiUd by Judite 
DodderuifCy and not by Sheppard, as is commonly believed." ^ ^ 

Sec Prcf; to Hilliard's Edit, of the Touchftone. 

51 Reports of Cases argued and determined in the High 
Court of Chancery, beginning with Trinity Term 18 George 
m. A.D. 1778, and ending with the Sittings after Trinity 
Term 25 George IIL A. D. 1785. By William Brown, Efq; 
I is. 4nh. ' ^' 

^*T?!!?-^'['' iP'' J°J'/'^"*~ SwiVT, Dean of St. Patrick's. 
Dublin, by Thomas Shcndan, ji. M. 8vo. <if. 64. 

53 The Night Cap, by Mr. Mercer, a Vols. 6t. 6d. 

54 Pro- 
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54 Progress of Romance, by Mifs Lee, i2mo. 3/. 3</. 

55 The Confessions of RousstAU, with the Reveries of die 
Solitary Walker, ( tranjlated frim the French ), 2 Vols. i2ino« 
6s. 6d. ^^ 

56 An Essay on the Treatment and Conversion of the 
African Slaves, in the Britifh Sugar Colonies, by the 
Reverend James Ramfay, j1. M. i 2mo. 3/. 3^. 

57 The Art of Speaking, by Mr. Burgh, latno. 3/. 3^- 

58 Remarks on the French and English Xadies, in a 
Scries of Letters, interfperfcd with various Anecdotes, by 
John Andrews, JL- Z. D. 1 2mo. 3/. 3^. 

59 A Comparative View of the French and English 
Nations, in their Manners, Politics, and Literature, by John 
Andrews, LL. Z). 1 2mo. 3/. 3^. 

60 Letters written by the late Earl of Chefterfield to his 
Son Philip Stanhope, Efq, together with feveral other Pieces 
on vaxtous Subjefts, 2 Vols. 8vo. 10/. i6d. 

61 Supplement to Lord ChefVcrfield's Letters to his Son, 
Svo. IS. ^hd. 

62 A Serious Address on the dangerous Confequences of 
negieding common Coughs and Colds; with fuccefsfui 
Direftions how to prevent and cure Confumptions. The 4tli 
Edition, Price 2/. 2d. To which are now added, Obfervations 
on the Hooping Cough and Afthma, by Thomas Hayes, Mem- 
ber of the Corporation of Surgfeons, London, &c. 

<« The Author bos improved this Edition hy Jome fuccefsfui Direc-^ 
tions to prevent, and cure Confumptions. , No Family ought to be wt/j- 
out this Pamphlet J nor can any one confult it without Advantage." 

Engliih Review for Sept. 1785. 

*< This Pamphlet is really the Produclion of a ferifible and hener^o^ 
lent meny anxioufy Hvifhing to ivarn Mankind of a dangerous and de^ 
luftve enefny^^ Critical Review. 

<« Both the Intention and Execution of this Pamphlet merits Com* 
mendation ; the Afethods of Cure, and the Precaution which the Au* 
thor prefcrihesy are fuch as may he of general Service. The little 
Trouble which the Application of them nulll occaftony muji recommend 
them to the Wealthy y while the Poor will adopt thevi on account of their 
Cheapncfsy and of the Readinefs with which they may be followed .^^ 

Monthly Review. 

<* To this Edition are addedy fuccefsfui DireRions to prevent and 
aire Confumptions^ which fie f 71 diclatcd by thefi\me Ability and Betie* 
volence, which mark the whole of the Serious Addre/s" 

Gentleman's Magazine for Auguft 1785. 
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